
Stateless, landless and derelict: 

the forlorn lost tribe of Kosovo 



James 

Dalrymple 

n Bl.xce, on The 
ORDER OK KOSOVO 
and Macedonia 

HAPPENED in a forest more 
5,000 feet above sea level 
where snow lay thick on the 
ound. It is just one small 
><7. But it contains the very 
some of Kosovo's growing 
edy. It was the night the ba- 
died. 

i card the story yesterday, 
si-hand. Grom five people who 
i there - two journalirts. and 
e Kosoinn refugees who 
ime the undertakers of the 
PSt. 

Late on Monday; a large 
*<p of Kosovo Albanians - 
sred by chance like the 
■wtaries of a swollen human 
:r as they fled from a dozen 
3 rent hamlets and villages 
: had been razed by tank fire. 
iars and grenades - finally 
eit over the top of mountain 

into Macedonia. But they 
? several miles away from 
border checkpoint where 
had been instructed to go, 
3 large group of Macedon- 
soldiers - frightened and 
? themselves - refused to let 
i go down to the valley 

; temperatures fell below 
ing. the group's leaders 
**d the solders to let them 
?nd to the road, several 

■ id feet below, where it 
■mer They pleaded that 

. >en? thereabout 100 old 
' the group, many of 
i. their eighties and 
; there were also about 
in arms, several nurs- 
ts, and at least two 
.swho were already in 
hey were ordered at 
u remain on the moun- 
itaas for a doctor or a 
i&v ignored 
gthe night, two of the 
£ jfied and both pregnant 
iefivered stillborn babies, 
darkness, a strange cer- 
took place, lit by the 
Scamp fires, as the tiny 
ere wrapped in blankets 
*dm shallow graves. A 
■> marked - presumably 
some sort of 
y to come and exhume 
ies, 

it know why this partic- 

■ 7 rtood out so marked- 
■4y a young woman 



Albanian reftigees without passports being processed at the border by the Macedonian ant'aorities after crossing the border from Kosovo yesterday 


John Voos 


photographer, a veteran of the 
Bosnian campaign, should sud- 
denly burst into tears. After all, 
we had been listening to far 
worse - on the unique Serbian 
scale of criminal lunacy - for 
□early six hours. 

It was still dark when we ar- 
rived and all over the hillside we 
could the glow of small fires. But 
the border installation, a tin- 
roofed arcade over the main 
Macedonia-Kosovo highway, 
was silent 

Inside dour-faced, twitchy 
Macedonian police and army 
officers drank mugs of tea and 
waited for the next wave in the 
h uman avalanche that has been 
rolling off the Black Mountain 
and through the dozens of pass- 


es for the past seven days. At 
daybreak, you began to see the 
scale of it all. Tiny ant-like fig-' 
ures, stretchmg back for miles, 

came down off the mountain, ltd- 
lowing the twisting narrow track 
that took them to the riven 
There were no vehicles of any 
kind. TVactors, cars, bicycles 
and anything else that was mo- 
bile had been taken from them 
by the hundreds of Serb official 
and irregular troops -as well as 
thousands of dollars- worth of 
currency and every scrap (rf of- 
ficial paper they had on their 
person. 

At a stroke they had been 
turned into invisible human be- 
ings, stateless, landless and 
derelict Many of them had not 


been poor- Albanians are good 
businessmen; they trade, they 
raise sheep, they bqy and seU 
property- Now they realty were 
all equal. But they ware alive. 

The border-post buildings 
were totally inadequate to deal 
with this flood. A special ‘in- 
spection site" bad been set up 
on a flat piece of scrubland by 
the riven And there, in the freez- 
ing mists, they were forced to 
wait in groups of several hun- 
dred to be processed by that 
great symbol of officialdom - two 
bored men in uniform, with 
piles of forms, huge metal 
stamps and a large plastic table. 

The images are too vast to be 
recalled in total. I saw men and 
women in their ninth decade, 


one of them being wheeled in a 
chi ld’s pushchair, and another; 
bent double with a twisted back, 
being carried fay two men in 
tbeirsixties. 

I saw hundreds of babies 
being carried in filthy blankets, 
their heads covered against the 
cold, being fed cold, muddy 
water from the brackish river 
Ora woman, speechless with ex- 
haustion, pulled back a hand- 
kerchief from her baby’s face 
and I could see that it was blue, 
with the lips and eyes rimmed 
in white. It didn’t take a mecBcal 
degree to see that this child was 
suffering from 

advanced hypothermia, and her 
mother had at least six miles to 
walk before there would be any 


chance of transport For some 
reason, best known to them- 
selves, the Macedonians had re- 
fused to let a huge armada of 
cars and taxis hired by Alban- 
ian relatives come within this 
ridiculous perimeter: 

The stories were too horrif- 
ic to tell in detail. I heard of 
murder, rape, looting, and per- 
sistent abuse - by rifle-butt and 
boot I heard of several hundred 
people hiding in a cave that once 
formed an old marble quarry 
being taunted from outside by 
men firing machine- 
pistol volleys into the air I heard 
erfthe ‘Intelligentsia" types -to 
an Albanian, aqybocty who has 
been university educated or 
who has a title belongs to the In- 


telligentsia— being rooted out of 
their offices, homes and shops 
and marched off to God knows 
where. 

There were a dozen, almost 
identical accounts of the oper- 
ational technique of ethnic 
cleansing First the roar of tanks 
coming down die valleys, then 
the sound of whistles being 
blown and the firing of automatic 
weapons, as the villages and 
hamletsthatdotsouthern Koso- 
vo -a place the size of Devon - 
are surrounded by regular sol- 
diers who order the people to 
move. 

Then come the hard men, 
often masked, who separate 
the important ones from the 
peasants. The peasants are 
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KOSOVO 

APPEAL 


How you can help relieve the suffering 



THE INDEPENDENT launch- 
es an appeal today to help 
refugee victims of the Serbian 
atrocities in Kosovo, which have 
led to the higgest humanitarian 
disaster in Europe since the 
Second World War. More than 
150,000 Albanians have fled Koso- 
vo in the past week amid a bru- 
tal campaign of ethnic cleansing 
in the province. Impoverished 
neighbouring countries are al- 
ready overwhelmed fay the 


human tide erf misery columns of 
exhausted people are systemat- 
ically robbed of their few re- 
maining possessions as they try 
to cross borders. 

The British aid organisa- 
tions at the forefront of the 
international relief operation 
say they need a massive injec- 
tion of funds to alleviate the 
plight of the refugees. Donations 
to the Independent appeal will 
be handled by the Disasters 


Emergency Committee, which 
represents 15 charities includ- 
ing Oxfam, the Red Cross and 
Save the Children. 

Since the Serbs began the 
wholesale clearing of entire 
cities, towns and villages in 
Kosovo last week, civilians have 
been flooding over the benders 
into Albania, Macedonia and 
the anti-Milosevic Yugoslav 
province of Montenegro. The 
money raised by The Indepen- 


dent will pay for food, shelter 
warm clothes and sanitation 
for the displaced people. Tents, 
blankets and medical supplies 
are also being sent to the regfan. 

A telephone line is being set 
up today by the Disasters Emer- 
gency Committee to take cred- 
it card pledges, and donations 
by cheque mil be handled free 
tty banks. The appeal wDl be 
backed by an adv^tising cam- 
paign on television and radio. 


HOW TO MAKE 
A DONATION 


Send a cheque or postal order ro: 

Independent 
Kosovo Appeal 

Disasters Emergency Committee 
PO Box 2770 
. 52 Great Portland Street 
London W1 N 5AD 
Cheques payable to 

Disasters 
Emergency Appeal 

credit card deads to came tomorrow 
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Food Arms named 

Steak and kidney pie without 
either ingredient is on list 
issued by Government 
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Baby Co be given away 

A couple are giving up one of 
their test-tube baby twins 
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Torture case expands 

FBI agents are investigating 
a case of torture and possibly 
murder on a horrifying scale 
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Why are decent people 
finding it so difficult to 
support this war? 
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Appointing pals leaves you at 

the mercy of adoring clones 
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forced south, taking only what 
they can carry, where they must 
brave further “checkpoints” in 
the form of armed robbers, be- 
fore they reach the border: The 
“important ones" stay behind. 

I asked the question, no mat- 
ter how silty it sounded, which 
fonra the recent refrain by Ser- 
bian media specialists in Euro- 
pean c^itals. Did the bombing 
by Nato cause them to run? One 
old man just shookhis head; “No 
bombs. I hear no bombs. Just 
those animals.” He repeated 
the word twice: “Animals. Ani- 
mals." Then he spat and wept 
I drove back to the Mace- 
donian Skopje, in time 
for lunch and saw the top 
brass of the multinational Nato 
force going about their elegant 
business, while their 12,000 so- 
lar unused troops and their ar- 
mour lay far; wide and impotent 
in a HMnDe arc, south of the bar- 
dee 

And I saw the aid wo rk ers, 
from a bewildering variety of 
both official and charity armies, 
busy an their mobile phones dis- 
cussing logistics -med&al sup- 
plies, tents and blankets needed 
-and making plans for the com- 
ing day s and perhaps months. 

At the Intercontinental Hotel, 
the steak au pourne was being 
cut, between cellphone calls, 
and washed down by the fiery 
Macedonian wane These were 
committed and dever men, I 
knew, doing them planning. But 
up at the border itself, 15 miles 
of hard road away there was 
nothing for the refugees: people 
who had been travelling for 
days - geriatrics, pregnant 
women, cripples and babies -in 
fear of their lives. 

Not a single doctor; not a sin- 
gle aid worker; not a single Red 
Cross official, not one Nato ob- 
server was present 
There were no reception cen- 
tres. No hot food. No medical 
supplies. No buses. Nothing. 
Near the border post were two 

Small khaki tents emblaz oned 

with the Red Cross. I went to 
speak to the officials. The tents 
were empty. 

Fhr the lost tribe ofKosovo Al- 
banians, all that greeted them 
was the full orchestra of the in- 
ternational media - scores in 
number, clicking and whirring, 
and asking endless questions - 
and two young men from the 
Macedonian version of the Sal- 
vation Army, banding out bread 
rings, stale fry now and too hard 
to eat 

Somewhere, somehow, 
somebody should have been 
here with hot food and shelter 
at the very least But the tribe 
didn't seem to notice. In their 
eyes, young and old, there was 
only that horrifying look - the 
weariness that lies beyond suf- 
fering and terror: 

Further reports, pages 2-5 
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“With the situation on the 
ground, it is impossible to 
engage in... negotiations" 

Javier Solatia 
Nato Secretary- General 


“What is now happening is a 
reflection of unimaginably 
outrageous behaviour on the 
part of the Serbian forces” 

Clare Short 


• WAR IN THE BALKANS ■ 

“They put a knife in his mouth “We’re beginning to see 
and cut out his eyes. Then evidence of potential 

they cut open his stomach" genocide” 

A refugee mother, Joe Lockhart 

about her son White House spokesman 



“I’ve seen them [Serbian 
forces] shooting men in the 
head at close range" 

Ismail Luta 
Ethnic Albanian refugee 


the INDEPEN DthfT 
Thursday L April 1999 


“it’s a total blockade. . 

Everything is empty lin | 

Pristina" \| 

Sabri Hajzei % 
Kosovo Albanian refugee 


Serbs try 
for ‘final 


1 HmM 


in the 



Pristina exodus 


By Marcus Tanner 


SERB FORCES are turning 
Pristina into a ghost city, after 
herding tens of thousands of Al- 
banians onto the roads and 
more than 3,000 on to sealed 
trains, which were sent to 
Macedonia. 

The emptying of Kosovo's 
capital of Albanians will add 
massively to the refugee burden 
falling on the neighbouring 
states, especially Albania, 
which has accepted more than 
100,000 refugees since Nato air 
strikes began. About 24,000 
Kosovars have Bed into Mace- 
donia and 20.000 to Montenegro, 
add agencies said. 

“Everything is empty in 
Pristina,” said Sabri Hajzeri, 30, 
on reaching Morini in Albania. 
“You can't see a man arrywhere 
in the street. The police went 
from house to house, saying 
‘You get out from this street.'” 

One woman who reached 
Montenegro told of what the 
Seri) soldiers had done to her 
son, Nevzat, after they caught 
him listening to the news on the 
radio in his can 

“They put a knife through Ms 
mouth and cut out his eyes,” 
Kimete Kastarti said. '"Then 
they cut open his stomach. He 
only went out because there 
was no electricity and he want- 
ed to know what was going on.” 

“All the outskirts of Pristina 
have been burnt," said Ratime 
Bekayar a refugee in Morini 
She said paramilitaries were 
roaming the streets and killing 
people. 

“The population was afraid 
there would be a massacre and 
started leaving,” Islam Sogo- 
jeva said. “Those who did not 
have cars left on foot I would 
say 40 per cent of the people 
have left Pristina." 


Nato's seeming failure to 
dent President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic’s firepower armoury has 
enabled the Serbs to overrun 
one of the last Albanian-held 
pockets in Kosovo, diplomats 
said 

They said Kosovo fighters in 
the Paragusa valley, 30 miles 
south-west of Pristina, which 
harbours 50,000 refugees from 
other areas, had been crushed 
yesterday by the Serbs superi- 
or firepower The defeat may 
trigger a massive new exodus 
of refugees. 

President Milosevic again 
denounced Nato raids yester- 
day and pointedly promoted 
the commander of the Yugoslav 
army in Kosovo to the rank of 
colonel-general, the Yugoslav 
news agency Tanjug said 

Nebojsa Pavkovic, whose 
troops have overseen the torch- 
ing and ethnic cleansing of the 
province of 2 million, had ex- 
hibited “great expertise”, the 
Yugoslav leader was quoted as 
saying. 

As Mr Milosevic's offensive 
in Kosovo continues to gain 
strength and scope, Nato an- 
nounced it would extend its 
range of targets, following wide- 
spread criticism that the air 
campaign had achieved too lit- 
tle, too late. 

The Chief of the Defence 
Staff General Sir Charles 
Guthrie admittedbad weather 
had hampered operations by 
manned aircraft. “But we have 
always said that we were faced 
perhaps, with a long haul," he 
said He said that in the first five 
days of the campaign, around 
90 attacks were carried out 
against at least 70 individual 
sites and “the tempo is hotting 
up". 
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FORECAST 

General situation: Mou of England and Wales will hawe an unseasonably warm 
day with haxy sunshine. However, fog and low cloud will plague southern and east- 
ern coastal ctHinnes. keep ing temperatures lower. A band of sharp showers will 
stonily move into south-western England and south-west MtoJes during the after- 
noon Eastern parts of Northern Ireland and eastern Scotland will also have some 
cloud and patchy mai. but areas Further west wril be dry. mild and Fairly s nny 
London. Cent 5 A SE England: Dry with warm sunshine A moderate smi>7-easr 
wind. 19-22C (66-72F). Cooler with mist on southern coasts. 

E Anglia, E Midlands. E England: Long spells of warm sunshine. A moderate 
south-east wind. Ma* temp 1 7-20C i63-SSn. Cooler near eastern coasts where 
mist is possfci*. 

Channel h. 5W England. S Wales: A dry morning but some fog patches. Sharp 
showers this afternoon A moderate south-east wind Max. temp 16-17C (57-6 iF). 
W Midlands, N Wales. MW England. Lake Dtst. Isle a f Man: Dry. sunny and 
nooceaWv warm. A moderate south-east wind. Max temp 1B-21C (66-70F). 

Cent N & NE England. SE a NE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Mainly dry 
with sunny spel/s bur fhere will be irust and tog along the coast. A moderate 
south-east wind. Ma temp 1 3-16C (55-6 'F) but cooler near the coast. 

N Isles: Plenty of cloud and fog near southern coasts. A moderate southerly wind. 
Ma- temp 10-1 3C ISO-55F). 

NW A SW Scotland, Glasgow. W Isles: Mild with decent sunshine, especially in 
the west. A moderate south to south-east wind Mjjc temp 15-1BC (59-S*Fj. 

N inland: Mild with sunny spells but odd showers In the west and fog neat east- 
ern coasts A moderate to fresh soutL-east wind. Ma* remp 14-16C (57-6 IF). 

OUTLOOK 

The new few cays will continue rather mild with a raw of sunshine and showers, 
the best of the sunshine later in the weekend. However, norm-east coasts or Eng- 
land and Scotland will stay rather misty and will remain cooler man elsewhere 
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Serbian television yesterday showing what it claims are ethnic Albanians leaving Pristina, the Kosovo capital AP 


Nato’s Supreme Comman- 
der; General Wesley dark, said 
the latest phase of air strikes 
would include targeting Serbian 
government buildings in the 
centre of Belgrade, such as 
the defence ministry. 

The more than 400 Nato 
planes in the operation will By 
more missions and bit a greater 
array of targets all over Yu- 
goslavia, he said. General Clark 
said Nato bombers would try to 
limit civilian casualties “but 
there are no guarantees in an 
operation like this". 

Rebutting claims that Mr 
Milosevic's army had put the 
alliance on the defensive, 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 7.59pm to 6 55 am 

Birmingham 7 41pm to 6.41am 

Bristol 7.43pm tb 6.A5am 

Glasgow 7.54 pm to 6.* 6ara 

London 7.33pm to 6.35am 

Manchester 7.43pm rc t.fci Jm 

Newcastle 7.a2pm to 6 37am 


Nato's Secretary-General 
Javier Solana insisted they had 
enough more than power to 
stop the Serbs in their tracks. 
“The plan and campaign that 
has been organised by Presi- 
dent Milosevic is going to be 
stopped by the forces of the 19 
countries that belong to Nato,” 
he said in Brussels. 

The US - and other states - 
also warned that they may 
counter Serbia's progress in 
“ethnically cleansing” Kosovo 
by recognising it as an inde- 
pendent state. Italy said the 
West's Ramboidllet peace deal 
which envisaged an au- 
tonomous Kosovo inside Serbia. 


YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Heathrow 10C |6*F) 
Coldest (day J: Leuchan 7p f*5 F\ 
Wettest: Birmingham 30 mm 
Sunniest: Tunbridge Wells 9 O hrs 
For 26hre rc 2pm Wednesday 


was now a dead letter; while the 
White House said: “If this cam- 
paign of ethnic cleansing con- 
tinues, the international 
community’s support for keep- 
ing Kosovo as part of Serbia wiD 
be eroded." 

The United States also said 
it was concerned at Russian 
plans to send up to seven Navy 
ships from the Black Sea fleet 
to the Mediterranean, to be 
close to the Kosovo conflict The 
Kremlin said one warship was 
due to leave tomorrow, while six 
others would follow shortly. 
"We are obviously concerned by 
the signal such a large deploy- 
ment might send to Belgrade," 


the State Department 
spokesman said. 

With no sign of an diplomatic 
breakthrough in sight - follow- 
ing Russia's failure to wring any 
concessions from its Serbian 
ally on Tuesday - the Pbpe 
yesterday announced that he 
would send his foreign minister 
to Belgrade with a personal let- 
ter for Mr Milosevic. 

The Vatican said Archbish- 
op Jean-Louis Tauran would 
leave for Belgrade today. The 
papal initiative is highly unlikely 
to bear any fruit, given Ortho- 
dox Serbia’s traditionally 
strong feelings of hostility to- 
wards the Catholic Church. 
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2* hours to 6pm (GMT} Tuesday: 
Information by PA WeatherCentre 

Rain or 
SHINE... 

WHILE TODAY is being bDled 
as the hottest April Fbol's Day 
this century spare a thought 
for Uranus which is enduring 
springtime temperatures of 
around 300 degrees Fahrenheit 
below zero. Scientists are now 
able to see what springtime 
looks like on Uranus for the 
first time, using the orbiting 
Hubble Space Telescope. For 
those who complain of long UK 
winters, consider the planet's 
frozen northern hemisphere - 
winter lasts 21 years. 


Low F will sweep eastwards with liirle further development, but Low E will 
edge westwards. Highs E and F will merge 
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DATELINE PRISTINA: Our latest report from jj 
a journalist trapped in the Kosovan capital ^ ^ J 

My God, I I 

want to get I 
out of here 


Wednesday afternoon 
THE NEIGHBOURHOODS 
of Dragodan and Tfcslixhe, 
entirely Albanian, were 
emptied yesterday. Now 
they have broken into al- 
most every house in Drago* 
dpn and destroyed them. 
And they are doing the 
same thing in T&siixhe. 

Vreiijvc, the last neigh- 
bourhood on the outskirts 
ofthe road to Belgrade, was 
emptied yesterday. I have 
no information about loot- 
ing; it’s simply destroying. 

The streets are different 
We used to have heavy fir- 
ing at night but not so 
much during the day. Now 
there is shooting all of the 
time, day and night It's not 
fi ghting , just shooting in all 
directions. Everyone is 
shooting outside. It is going 
on now. I also saw a few 
jeeps on the streets taken 
from the UNHCR [United 
Nations High Commission 
for Refugees] warehouse. 

Only women dare go out 
the men are too vulnerable. 
But there were no shops 
open and nothing to buy Al- 
ready* we have started 
using the food we had set 
aside as reserves. Yester- 
day the people from Drago- 
dan came and now we have 
four families living in a 
three-bedroom flat So we 
have more mouths to feed. 

No one else will write. 
No one else is around. 
Everyone is in hiding but 1 
have no information about 

where they are. We have no 

leaders now; it is just us. 

My friends from Bel- 
grade and elsewhere are 
calling me, telling me to 
leave. God, 1 want to get out 
of here. I can’t stand it But 
1 won’t leave until I have 
rock-solid guarantees, a 
document that I am al- 
lowed to pass, or some- 
thing, so that we can get 
through. There was a big 
convoy that left yesterday 
from the city for the Mace- 
donian border But we hear 
that they haven't been al- 
lowed through yet 

I check the Internet to 
find out what is happening 


in my own town. Kbsova- 
press. the KLA agenc y, re - 


hear the shooting but 
not the shelling. .And then 
I understand. I see why 
those people came last 
night into my parents’ 
house. Both of these neigh- 
bourhoods, Dragodan and 
Taslixhe, are up on the 
hills Now that they are 

“dean”, it is very easy to set 

up artillery there and tar- 
get anything in the tOWTL 

At noon, the family is told 
to leave. The dispatch can- 
not be finished. There is 
only time to unite one 
more e-maiL 

NO STORY - sorry. 

\V«? have been ordered to 
leave the apartment. 

We’re going NOW I don’t 
know where... 

Pray for me, and TU call 
you when or as soon as I 
can. but as for now, it 
seems that I will have the 
status of the people that 
came some days ago to my 
house. Good-frye. 

Shortly after the family 
departs, the Institute in 
London cads: 

“IsX... there?** 

“He had to go." 

“When do you expect 
him to come back?" 

“I don't think he's ever 
coining hack.” 

Later, the correspondent 
finds a telephone. The jam- 
rip has been moved, but it 
is not possible to say where 
or how. Plans are made to 
risk the journey to the 
Macedonian border Con- 
tacts in the Skopje gov - j 
eromenf will be called on 
to try to ensure that they J 
can cross the border sue- j 
cessfuUy. It is time to go... ! 

V Wus dispatch is jram the . 
‘Balkan Crisis Reports' of j 
the Institute for War & j 
Peace Reporting, which j 
can be found at ' 
<unmt},i iopmet>. The au- • 
thor ’s name is withheld to ' 
protect against reprisals 


(ref IN 2 MF). 
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WAR IN THE BALK/ > 


Famine stalks the fletua 



relief agencies struggle to keep up 


VJW* 


KOSOVO: fleeing the terror 

Population one year ago: 2m 
M Red before 24 March: 250,000 

Fled since Nato bombing: 357,000 



IPfofes -*y- .. . s 


m A C E D O NVi! A 


The refugees 


by Paul vallely and Chjustopszer beading 


THERE ARE four horsemen of 
the Apocalypse. Behind war 
and death there inevitably fol- 
low famine and pestilence. To 
the horrors already witnessed 
coming out of Kosovo we must 
now add the threat of hanger 
• and disease among the adhoc 
refugee camps which are 
springing np in Marprinnia 
Montenegro and Albania. But 
nBtmni gflisn came y esterday of 
a timetable of starvation. 

seven to 10 days 
those people may be malnour- 
ished and starving. And it is im- 
possible to reach them at this 
time,” said Catherine Bertmi 
the executive director of the 
.United- Nations food agency , 
the W)rid Food Programme in 
i yesterday Increased in- 
[ assistance was ur- 
VJjenfiy required far those on the 
border bid: there was no way to 
reach tbebulkof the population 
trapped inside Kosovo, where 
it is famed the internal food dfe- 
tribution system has collapsed 
under the pressure 'of the con- 



flict *We are not looking at peo- 
ple who are in desperate phys- 
ical shape when they come 
over the border;” Ms Bertmi 
said. But, she said, that was 
because many had received 
WFP food inside Kosovo in 
recent months. “However; cer- 
tainty a h uman being cannot 
stand very many days without 
access to food.” 

There is no way of knowing 
what the scale of the problem 
.inride the region now is. Aid 
agencies are possibly over- 
estimating the immediciacy of 
the dangers but, since all the 
staff from the WFP and other 
UN agencies were pulled out of 
Kosovo before the air strikes 
began, there will be no way of 
monitoring the rate of deterio- 
ration. Onty the condition of the 
ensuing flows of refugees will 
give a time-lagged due. 

Since Nato launched air 
strikes against Yugoslav targets 
a week ago, at least 140,000 peo- 
ple have fled Kosovo and aid of- 
ficials say another 20,000 are on 


their way. It is one of Europe’s 
largest forced exoduses since 
the Second World War and yes- 
terday in Washington the US 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Julia Taft, pledged to support 
the intomafinnai aid organisa- 
tions who are moving to help 
the thousands of refugees cross 
the Kosovo border: “Fbr those 
whoareabtetogdouttheywill 
be able to avail themselves of 
international protection,” she 
said. “We are going to be ready 
with the international commu- 
nity to provide assistance." 

Ev en so the food which the 
WFP has been for some time 
stockpiling in the border re- 
gions of Kosovo's neighbours - 
in preparation for a flow of 
refugees - is hkety to prove 
inadequate. “The sit u ation is far 
graver than we anticipated be- 
cause there are more people 
crossing the border - some- 
times as many as 4,000 people 
an hour;” Ms Bertmi said. 

Other international agen- 
cies and governments have 



* 
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A Kosovar refugee sitting yesterday amid tents set np at the Piscine Camp in Tirana, Albania 


also stepped in and aircraft 
loaded with humanitarian aid 
began converging on the 
Balkans yesterday. Yesterday 
the WFP sent 40 tons of wheat 
flour and 10 tons of high protein 
biscuits from the Albanian cap- 
ital. Tirana to the northern 
.Albanian town of Kukes, where 
some 70,000 refugees have fled. 

On Monday, it sent 9.6 tons 
of biscuits to the area. On Tues- 
day, the agency delivered 90 
tons of food to the Macedonian 
capital, Skopje, enough to feed 
12,000 people for two weeks. But 


this is onty a fraction of what will 
be needed. 

Relief workers will also have 
to cope with increasingly diffi- 
cult logistical problems. 
Refugees are being relocated to 
small communities in Albania, 
and the roads leading to those 
villages are poor and can only 
be reached by small vehicles. 
The agency is appealing for 
more vehicles as well as 
increased donations of veg- 
etable oil beans and sugar. 

But by far the greatest prob- 
lem is with those Kosovars - the 


vast majority of the population 
- who still remain inside Yu- 
goslavia. At least half a million 
of them are thought to be dis- 
placed within their own land. 
Tens of thousands have left 
their homes and are in hiding 
in the hills. 

Until last week, WFP staff 
had been working desperately 
to try to reach them on horse- 
back and motorcycles. But the 
last monthly rations were 
handed out on March 23 - to a 
group of 120,000 internally dis- 
placed people. How long those 


with earlier hand-outs ca™ eke 
them out must be uncer tain In 
addition, many of the UN stores 
have been looted, according to 
reports filtering out to WFP 
staff on the borders. 

There is no obvious way of 
gettingfood to these people. “It 
is impossible to air drop food 
because it is difficult to locate 
where people are and planes 
are required to fly very low 
when dropping food, which 
would make them into targets 
and that is too much of a risk," 
Ms Bertini said. In any case the 


Jerome Delay 


scale of the problem is likety to 
be far greater than can be 
coped with by air-drops. And it 
is likely to be more long-lived. 

“The food crisis threatens to 
be a long-term problem be- 
cause no harvest is expected 
this year” Ms Bertini said. 
Famine is not imminent, she 
said. “Famine is a massive 
number of people (tying and 
that is not the situation,” she 
said. “But this is just the 
beginning of a potential cata- 
strophe and we are gearing up 
to prepare for the worst” 


A factory blitzed and 


our 



gone 


rf LOOKED as though a giant 
. had run amok through the Slo- 
boda co-operative factory. En- 
tire buildings had been 
putyerised, roofs ripped off and 
buried over railway fines, heavy 
-electrical machinery tom from 
its fittings and thrown hun- 
dreds of feet into the air Half a 
building had fallen into the 
river When I went to find the 
impact of one of the 12 Nato 
Tomahawk mdse missiles .that 
devastated this square mile of 
industry on Tuesd^ manring, 
I almost fell into a 30ft crater 

The burnt-out sheds con- 
tained mangled vacuum clean- 
ers and hair-dryers, flattened 
kitchen stoves and twisted 
fridges. Onehuge packing shed 
had been blown inride out, its 
tons of wooden cartons left 
hanging in the Hasted trees, its 
iron lathe resting on a bridge. 
“I have a wife and four children 
and I earned 100 German 
marks a month and now my life 
b over* one of the factory work- 
; ers muttered. He was weeping, 
j “Last year we celebrated 
: the 50th anniversary of Pur fae- 
‘ tory and yesterday we received 
■ the strangest < X »n gratai?fltin ng 
! from Nato,” screamed Radomr 
“The factay is destroyed 
- 5,000 jobs and 20,000 citizens 
of our town who live off tirisfac- 
tory-afl gone.” Mr Ljji#c was 
shaking with angra; sweating, 
his tie askew, anxious to try his 
cynicism on us. “Please report 
all this as objectively as you 
can,” he shouted. “Don't make 
vacuum cleaners into grenade 
launchers.” 

No, there -were no grenade 
launchers to be seen in the 
wr eckag e of the Sloboda facto- 
ry. Nor heavy guns, nor tanks, 
nor aeroplanes. That the men 
of Cacak who worked here 
made vacuum cleaners and 
haiiMliyers and boilers and 
- indgeswasafl too obvious. The 
f heat-sealing glass of a thousand 
! staves sparkled in fragments 
amid the pink cherry blossom 
in front of the undamaged fac- 
tcsy head office. But rather a lot 
of policemen hung around afew 
small sheds at one end of the 
plant, inchidingaclutch of plain- 


Serbs under Fire 

BY ROBERT FBK in Cakak, Serbia 


clothes men who didn't want us 
there. “One of these wonderful 
high-tech missiles of America 
failed to explode,” Mr Ljujic 
added by way of explanation. 

At least two Yugoslav 
sources pointed out that a small 
part of the Cacak factory (fid, at 
. one stage -after the imposition 
of United Nations sanctions 
during the Bosnian war — make 
ammuniti on. Dual-use facto- 
ries woe introduced by thelate 
Communist dictator; Tito, and 
1 couldn't help but wonder why 
so many blue uniformed police- 
men should want to patrol 
those remaining sheds, sepa- 
rated from us by a plastic tape 



which - “for our own safety” - 
we could not ctosSl “There was 
a small part of the factory that 
was used for secondary 
production for particular pur- 
poses,” the Yugoslav military 
source said. “But even so, was 
it realty fair to destroy aB this?” 
The Serbs still staring in 
disbelief at the desolation of 
Cacak’s famous factory would 
have known how to answer 
that Belgrade Radio had 
framed the familiar response a 
day earlier in words that 
echoed every 1960s Radio 
Moscow broadcast: “Unpro- 
voked Nato pact aggression.” 
And those Yugoslavs who know 
about Western missile tech- 
nology told a frightening story 
(rf how effortlessty America de- 


stroyed the working lives of the 
Serbs of Cacak. the 12 Tbma- 
hawks, computer-programmed 
onto the Sloboda sheds, were 
carried in B-52s from Britain 
and fired at Serbia from Hun- 
garian airspace. 

What is the answer to such 
technology the Serbs keep ask- 
ing? Three days ago, I heard Yu- 
goslavia's air force commander; 
General Sposqje SOdQanic; fry- 
ing to answer that question. *A 
man who is wiffing and capable 
can reart techmcristg>eri(Hity” 
he told us. “And a nation is in- 
vindbleifit knows what it is sac- 

yjfirfnganri defending "Tint that 
onty seemed to echo the Iraqi 

. irunisfo rmhn it jrrefr HpCttp 

the Western onslaught on his 
country in 1991, that “a country 
ofl8mflBoupecple cannot be de- 
feated by a computer”. 

In the equally industrialised 
town of Kragujevac yesterday 
we found thousands of men 
from the Zastava car f actory 
who thought they had found 
their own answer to Nate’s 
technology. Almost all of the 
26^)00 workforce have slept in 
the production sheds, the off- 
duty workers sleeping along- 
side the night shift; human 
shields that are daring Nato to 
commit an atrocity by killing 
them afl. Juric Doravic said he 
was more than realty to die for 
a factory that keeps his town 
alive. “Without our factory, 
there will be no city" he said. 
*Tf Zastava dies, we die." 

And so it was that before 
Nate’s bombardment began a 
week ago, these Zastava car 
men posted an Internet mes- 
sage to the world - and to the 
White House - announcing 
their permanent presence on 
the factory floor and tfadrreacfi- 
ness for martyrdom. It seems 
to have worked. There are the 
usual Nato r umo urs of dual- 
purpose production at Zastava 
- and at least one report of an 
adjoining plant being damaged 
by a missile - but the main fac- 
tory, running the length of the 


town, has remained untouched. 

Instead. Nato turned its at- 
tention on the first night of the 
war to the barracks at 
Sranarice. A row of garages has 
been pulverised near the bar- 
racks. It was, one officer agreed, 
a military target though hard- 
tyone that would win Nato’s war. 

have to agree it was military " 
he said. “And if you live next to 
a barracks, you may get hurt. 
But apparently in Kosovo it’s dif- 
ferent There Nate is bombing 
civilian villages." 

Many thousands of the Zas- 
tava workers trooped past the 
damaged barracks yesterday to 
join a “peace” demonstration. 
Fbr by an awful coincidence, 
Nato’s first salvo of this new 
Balkan war landed onty a few 
hundred metres from the mass 
grave at 7,000 Yugoslav civilians, 
victims of the worst Nazi atroc- 
ity of the Second World War. 

The Serbs I spoke to all 
wanted to remind me of this 
rifling field, anxious that the 
Englishman with the notebook 
- whose country was once an 
ally against Hitter - should re- 
member these Serb martyrs of 
the war against fascism. In re- 
taliation fbr tee killing of 70 Ger- 
man soldiers in 1941, the 
Wehrmacht ordered the exe- 
cution of 7,000 men and women 
- 100 for each German killed - 
and when they couldn’t make 
up the numbers, they went to 
the schools and dragged chil- 
dren to the execution pit 

Old MilgaBecanovic even re- 
membered seeing the corpses 
half buried under piles of hay. 
In the little museum on the hfll 
there were photographs of 
frightened men and women, 
under German guard, a waiting 
their slaughter. And I could 
not help thinking, as I looked at 
the 5&-vear-old pictures, of what 
was happening on the other 
ride of the mountains to the 
south, in Kosovo. “Terrorists," 
Mr Becanovic roared when I 
mentioned the stories of mass 
slaughter in the province. “It is 
the Serbs who are being killed." 
The mass grave at Kragqjevae, 
it seems, means all things to all 
men. 
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THE RESISTANCE 

by Emma Daly in Kukes 


A cuiuous guard of honour - 
10 soldiers in red berets and 
mis-matching uniforms - 
stood around the gate of the 
electricity sub-station in 
Kukes, amid flat ground 
packed with hundreds of trac- 
tors and thousands of 
refugees. 

The soldiers were not there 
to protect the Kosovo Albani- 
ans fleeing the Serbian army’s 
savage assault; they were 
seeking new blood for the fight 
that goes on. 

Along the border road, and 
in the main street of Kukes, 
and south of Kukes on the 
main road to the Albanian cap- 
ital, Tirana, uniformed sol- 
diers of the Kosovo liberation 
Army set up roadblocks and 
started searching for young 
men fleeing the Serbs. 

“1 want to go with my fam- 
ily - if they let me go,” said 23- 
year- old Binak Likaj, who was 
leaning against the plastic 
sheet covering a tractor- 
trailer parked in a roadside 
camp. “The KLA is recruiting 
soldiers for the army to go 
back to fight” 

He looked nervous, as 10 
guerrillas were standing 
around at the gate to the 
camp. “1 want to go with my 
family," he repeated. 

Fatmir Krasniqi, 21, was 
forcibly recruited to the strug- 
gle by the KLA at the Kosovo- 
Albania border crossing at 
Morini, where he was waiting 
for news of his older brother, 
Elamur. Hours before, their 


mother, Mihirie, had died in 
Kukes hospital Mihiije's heart 
problem had proved too much 
for the terrifying 21 -hour walk 
out from Kosovo. 

“They took Fatmir last 
night, but I went and showed 
them the death certificate for 
my wife, so they released him 
for one or two days,” said bis 
father, Muharrem Krasniqi. 

He had managed to shep- 
herd four of his children- Efct- 
mir, Azem, 19, and daughters 
Mihirie and Shote - out of 
Kosovo, all the time carrying 
his wife on a stretcher the 11 
miles from their home city of 
Prizren. 

Muharrem had ordered his 
eldest son, Flamuc, to split off 
from the main group with his 
pregnant wife and child, so 
that if the Serbs attacked them 
some- of the family at least 
might survive. 

But Muharrem has no 
intention of fleeing any fur- 
ther. “If I can get the girls set- 
tled somewhere, I want to go 
and fight with my sons,” he 
said firmly. 

Many other Kosovar 
refugees said they shared his 
feeling. They wanted to return 
to battle, but first were deter- 
mined to ensure that their 
women and children were 
safe. 

“I want to go and fight back, 
but only after 1 settle my fam- 
ily somewhere,” said Asllan 
Kreyziu, leaning against his 
cousin's new Golf, parked 
amid a sea of tractors in a 



KLA. guerrillas standing over the coffins of two of their comrades during a burial ceremony earlier this year 


temporary camp. “Otherwise I 
will not know where they are. 
It is not suicide to go and fight 
for Kosovo's independence.” 
Mr Kreyziu, who is married 
and has three children, added: 
“We left a lot of property 
behind. My unde has worked 
for 20 years in Germany and 


everything we own is there. 

“We are not immigrants, 
that is where we belong, and 
we are not giving up that 
easily.” 

Other relatives - there are 
about 300 Kreyziu family 
members from the village of 
Rugova, in southern Kosovo - 


were not so keen. Two young 
men squatting on a small 
patch of grass surrounded 
by tractor-trailers loaded 
with children told of their 
dilemma. 

The villagers wanted to 
leave last Thursday, before the 
Serbs attacked “But the local 


[Albanian 1 authorities told us 
not to flee, to stay in our hous- 
es,” said Tefik Kreyziu, 21. 
“On Friday we were shelled 
and all the houses were set on 
fire. Some people were 
trapped inside their houses 
and lolled. 

“If I am asked to go and 


fight, I will, but everything is 
burning there ... we will get 
killed.” 

His mother chipped in: “We 
want him to come with us, he 
has to look after us. If he goes 
back, who will do that?” 

But her son's chances of 
escaping the draft look slim. 


Ttn KLA soldiers were man- 
ning the main gate of the 
makeshift camp, set up 
overnight on flat ground 
around the walled electricity 
station. 

The rebels were stopping 
each trailer, van and car that 
was leaving, peering through 
the windows and under plastic 
awnings in search of men of 
military age. 

Along tiie narrow, rutted 
mmmtttm road south from the 
Morini border crossing, guer- 
rillas have set up recruiting 
checkpoints. 

Most of the buses fannin g 
out towards towns all over 
Albania were full of women 
and children. But here and 
there a few mini-vans and 

trucks could be seen setting off 
full of young men. 

Presumably they were 
heading along the mountain 
road to a village alleged to be 
the site of a KLA training 
camp. 

•Tf they ever want to go 
back to their homes, they have 
to fight” said Eduard Myslia, 
an Albanian from Kukes, 
where thousands of the 
refugees are still milling 
about If they don’t go to fight 
for Kosovo, who wfll?” 

The Kosovo rebels are wary 
of admitting their activities in 
Albania. They fear the recruit- 
ment drive may make the 
country a target for the 
Yugoslav army. 

But if President Slobodan 
Milosevic continues to defy 
Nato’s demands, the KLA may 
find itself supplied with West- 
ern military equipment and 
tr aining in the near future. 
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From terrorists to 
freedom fighters 


FOR YEARS the Kosovars con- 
fined their opposition to Serb 
rule to non-violent protests. 
When the Croat president Fran- 
jo Tudjman urged them to rise 
in 1991, at the height of Croat- 
ia's war with Yugoslavia, the 
Kosovo leader Ibrahim Rugova 
■refused. “We would be massa- 
cred," he told me at the time, in 
Pristina. 

But after Croatia and then 
Bosnia broke away, the Koso- 
vars' frustration with Rugo- 
va's tactics boiled over and so 
the KLA was bom. 

Reports of the Kosovo lib- 
eration Army early last year 
were dismissed at first as Ser- 
bian propaganda, aimed at jus- 
tifying Belgrade's worsening 
repression of the province’s 
two million Albanians. But in 
spring the new rebel army burst 
on to the world stage, rapidly 
over-running large tracts of the 
province and even attempting 
to take over the large central 
town of Orahovac. 

The word “army" still 
seemed an exaggeration for 
the rag-tag groups of fanners 
and school teachers with rusty 
rifles and mismatched uni- 
forms. But they did have some 
money, funnelled back into 
Kosovo from the huge Albanian 


By Marcus Tanner 


diaspora based in Switzerland, 
Sweden, Germany and the 
United States. 

The Serbs decided to let the 
KLA over-extend itself in order 
to have the excuse to crush both 
the KLA and the villages and 
towns where it was strongest 

In a massive assault last 
summer Orahovac and many 
other villages were smashed to 
pieces and thousands of civil- 
ians driven from their homes. 

The latest Serb offensive, 
which is vastly bigger in scale 
and scope, appears to have 
thrown the KLA completely on 
to the defensive. 

“They have been told to 
make no offensive attacks on 
the Serbs.” said Isa Zymberi, a 
Kosovar representative in Lon- 
don. “They don’t want it to look 
as if they are taking advantage 
of air strikes. All the units still 
inside Kosovo are engaged in 
helping the civilians." 

Mr Zymberi said the KLA 
was still operating but was 
crippled try a lack of weapons. 
Neighbouring Albania. Eu- 
rope’s poorest state, is unable 
to do much to help. Tirana is 
also wary of openly flouting 
the international arms embar- 
go on the former Yugoslavia, 
which covers Kosovo. 


“The lack of arms is the 
main problem,” Mr Zymberi 
said. “The KLA. enjoys wide- 
spread support. Every Albanian 
supports them. They would 
have 200,000 fighters today if 
they had the arms, but they 
have none and have to turn peo- 
ple down as a result” 

“What they want' Is covert 
arms supplies but they don’t 
seem to have received ary yet” 
said Tim Judah, a Balkan ex- 
pert who has studied the KLA. 

He cautions against writing 
off the organisation, just be- 
cause they are not confronting 
the Serb tanks. 

“Last summer they melted 
away when the Serbs arrived. 
But after they had swept 
through, the KLA soon reap- 
peared behind them”, he said. 
"The Serbs simply don’t have 
enough men to be everywhere 
in Kosovo all the time.” 

And one KLA source, who 
wanted to remain anonymous, 
said the organisation was “eu- 
phoric” about the support it 
was starting to receive from the 
West Once dismissed in the 
West as “terrorists”, the KLA 
now seems the West's best al- 
ternative to putting in ground 
troops. “Wfe are practically part 
of Nato now,” the source said. 


Enemies fight proxy 
battle in cyberspace 

The Internet War 


THE BALKANS have a long his- 
tory of bitter wars, but this is the 
first one to be fought out in cy- 
berspace. The allies may not be 
prepared, as yet, to commit 
ground forces, but they had no 
hesitation in sending in the In- 
ternet against Slobodan Milo- 
sevic. Web-sites set up by Nato 
and the British government 
were pronounced a great suc- 
cess in the propaganda cam- 
paign. with thousands of calls 
from Serbian surfers. 

The counter-attack was 
swift, sneaky and showed the 
ruthlessness of the Yugoslav 
leader. His regime unleashed 
“germ warfare” against the 
Nato website, sending in a 
wave of macro viruses. Then 
came phase two of the opera- 
tion, a specially manufactured 
programme which carpet 
bombed the site. 

Last night the British site, 
set up by the Ministry of De- 
fence, with help from the For- 
eign Office, was reportedly safe 
from the “mad hackers” of the 
Butcher of Belgrade", as the 
tabloids may put it, and at- 
tracting ever increasing nura- 


BY Kim sengupta 

ber of callers from former Yu- 
goslavia. 

The site, led by Richard 
Davies of the Defence Infor- 
mation Department was orig- 
inally set up last October From 
the 1 st to 20th March it received 
1,024 calls. After airstrikes 
began the number climbed to 
8.600 . In the 24 hours since it 
was translated into Serbo- 
Croat, 1,500 “hits" came in, 
1,400 from former Yugoslavia 

Assessing the damage to 
the Nato service spokesman 
Jamie Shea said in Brussels: 
“Since the 28th March the ser- 
vice from our Internet home 
page has been erratic to say the 
least We have looked at this 
very carefully and it seems 
that we have been dealing with 
some hackers in Belgrade who 
have hacked into our website 
and caused line saturation of 
the server by using •ping' bom- 
bardment strategy. 

“It has also been saturated 
by one individual who is cur- 
rently sending us 2,000 e-mails 
a day and we are dealing with 
macro viruses from Yugoslavia 
into our e-mail system." 


One of the major Serbian 
sites is the home page of the 
Serbian Ministry of Informa- 
tion, which, among other 
things, contains reports on “Al- 
banian terrorist activity". The 
Serbian Network has become a 
rallying point against Western 
figures such as Tony Blair, 
President Clinton and Robin 
Cook, who are photographed 
with the caption “Wanted - War 
Criminal" underneath. 

Defence Secretary George 
Robertson said: “They tell lies 

about us. Wte wfll gq on tdfing the 

truth about them and making 
sure that the unfortunate peo- 
Pj® oTttigoslavia have ac cess to 
truth.. . about Milosevic and 
his brutal repression.” 

Cliff Jones, group editor of 
news for AOL, one of the 
world s largest online service 
providers, said: “There are so 
man - v witness reports and 
People are clambering over 
each other with their websites, 
desperate to get them out 
mere is so much information 
, .*• at , worst > it may be con- 
tusmg, but a t bes t H is the uHi- 
freedom of information * 
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WAR IN THE BALKANS 
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says Nato 
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by Andrew Marshall in Washington and Kim Senggfxa 


NATO EXTENDED its air cam- 
paign over Yugoslavia yester- 
day, with allied spokesmen 
insisting publit^ there were no 
doubts about the strategy. 

But behind the scenes, there 
- are growing worries that the 
ptenisnotworidng.De^Htette 
Defence Secretary’s assertion 
yesterday that the bombing 
has "seriously rattled” Slobo- 
dan .Milosevic, driving hmi to 
make his peace offer; there is 
growing fear of a strategic 
stalemate with no military vic- 
tory in sight 

.:&£ days of intensive bom- 
bardment has fried to take out 
tfe Serb anti-aircraft defences, 
with damage estimated at 
bedngonbr “minimal to moder- 
afe* say mifitaiy sources. The 
hit rate is low, and the US Air 
Ebrce is down to its last hun- 
ched cruise missiles. 

The new programme of 
strikes will extend north of the 
44th parallel, allowing allied 
aircraft to target political and 
military targets in Belgrade 

SU£h as the mterinr minis try 

But the US had indicated on 
Wednesday that such attacks 
were coming, diluting the effect 


of the move. "The interior min- 
istry will now be empty” said 
one official in Washington. And 
the extension does not go as far 

as the US and Britain had 
hoped because some Natopow- 
ers, in particular Italy are ner- 
vous of the attacks. 

If the extension does not 
yield Results, it is unclear 
whether Mato has anything 
more up' its sleeve, 

Despite some pressure in 
the US for ground forces, there 
is no evidence of any change of 
heart in the White House or the 
Pentagon. 

Stffn a nffiriak haro tnllnvl nf 

setting tQ) of a demilitarised 
zone on the Yugoslav borders 
with Allied aircraft endlessly pa- 
trolling the skies. 

In London yesterday the 
chief of the defmce staff. Gen- 
eral Sir Charles Guthrie, ad- 
mitted the operation has not 
gone as far forward as hoped. 
He said: “It could be a long haul 
It win be dangerous. He [Milo- 
sevic] may, we hope, see sense 
quicbfy but we have to steel our- 
selves for a long campaign if 
that is what is required.” 

General Guthrie said Nato 
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The damage caused by a Nato bomb dropped near the Yugoslav army barracks in Kragurjevac was plain to see yesterday 



forces on Tuesday struck tar- 
gets throughout Yugoslavia, 
concentrating on Kosovo. For 
the first time, RAF Harriers had 
flown daylight search and de- 
stroy missions for tanks and ar- 
tillery used by the Serbs 

a gains t. x riHagAg an<4 farms. 

But the weather had been 
against frham smi\ the six Har- 
riers flew with other aircraft but 
were again prevented by the 
weather from carrying out at- 
tacks. Cruise missiles were 
successfully launched against 
"important targets”. 

In the first five days of the 


campaig n around 90 attacks 
were made against at least 70 
"individual sites”. Eight air- 
fields had been targeted and 
seven aircraft destroyed in ad- 

ffitinn tnfrmr Mi g .g9a and a Mlg- 

21 shot down while trying to 
intercept Nato planes. There 
have been 16 attacks on radar 
and earfy warning systems. 16 
attacks on surface-to-air missile 
sates and 12 of the further 15 air 
defence facilities have also 
been struck. 

The broadening of the range 
oftargets and intensifying of at- 
tacks will take place alongside 


a significant increase in low fly- 
ing. This will inevitably mean a 
higher risk to the pilots from 
Serb defences including the 
portable SAMs. 

Five B-l bombers are to be 
stationed at RAF Ebirford, in 
Gloucestershire, to join 13 B-52s 
already there. The Defence 
Secretary George Robertson, 
said: "Nato planes are able 
very easily to bomb despite 
the weather but cannot do so 
with the accuracy that we be- 
lieve is absolutely critical. 

"Milosevic may ignore the 
rules of humanitarian law. in- 


ternational law is meaningless 
to him, as the violence we are 
seeing proves, but we constrain 
ourselves in acting in a humane 
mann er and therefore we will 
not take risks with civilian ca- 
sualties simply in order to drop 
bombs on what we think might 
be military targets." 

Nato aircraft would now in- 
crease the damage to Milose- 
vic's war machine, in r.lu ding 
tank and troop concentrations. 

"We know where they have 
dispersed to and we know 
wh^toey are hiding. They are 
not going to escape.” President 


Milosevic's offer to try to end 
the Nato bombing showed he 
was "seriously rattled” by the 
bombing. The offer was the 
"first crack in Milosevic's wall 
of obstinacy" but showed the 
Yugoslav leader had miscalcu- 
lated again. 

“Milosevic’s offer can be 
summed up in this way - Nato 
stops bombing, he only slows 
the killing. There was no offer 
of a ceasefire, no offer to stop 
violence and crimes a gains t 
humanity and there was no 
offer to pull out troops to the 
level he himself agreed last Oc- 


Timetable 

TUESDAY 30 MARCH 

9.00pm: The US says the 
Yugoslav proposals 
obtained by Russian Prime 
Minister. Yevgeny Primakov, 
fall “far short" of what 
must be done before Nato 
will halt its air campaign 
against Serbia. 

9,30pm: The US warns ' 
Yugoslavia that any attempt 
to overthrow Montenegro's 
democratically elected 
government would extend 
the conflict with Nato. 

1 1 .OOpm: Air-raid sirens 
sound in Belgrade. Sirens 
also go off in the Serbian 
towns of Nis and Novi Sad 
and the Montenegrin 
capital, Podgorica. 


WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 

1.30am: Nato forces 
attack Belgrade suburbs 
and targets around Pristina. 

8.00am: Reports emerge 
of hundreds of ethnic 
Albanians arriving in 
Macedonia, saying they 
were forced by Serbian 
police to board a train 
taking them out of Kosovo. 

2.40pm: Russia says it is 
sending a reconnaissance 
ship to the Mediterranean. 

tobec This was no peace move. 
It was Milosevic b linking in 
the face of the blows inflicted on 
his militar y regime." 

General Guthrie said there 
is increasin g mtrilig pwp ahmp. 
mg a dose relationship be- 
tween President Milosevic and 
Saddam Hussein. 

In March a Serbian delega- 
tion toured Iraqi air defence 
sites, presumably to discuss 
tactics for combating allied air- 
craft “We have seen some of 
these Iraqi tactics put into 
practice already over Serbia," 
the general added. 


Russians send reconnaissance ship to war zone 
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ANGRY AND rebuffed, Russia 
has inched doser to being 
^ draimintotijeYugDdavconfBct 
announcing {dans to -dis- 
patdrawar^rctosetothe war 
zone in the Mediterranean. 

Its ' Defence Minister; Mar- 
shal. Igor . Sergeyev, said 
Mhsoowhad applied to Ttzzkey 
for permission to send a re- 
riop^ussanp^ye^d torbu^i 


was considering sending six 
more ships. 

Though a largely symbolic 
gesture, the dispatch of a Blade 
Sea fleet vessd reflects the 
alarmingly high international 
tendons over Kosovo, and will 
make it harder for Moscow to 
fulfil its goal of mediating in tins 
dispute. 

. Marshal Seigeyev r whose 
humsbyhas threatened topro- 


vitte mtriBgenpp. hi thp Vii gredav 

military, said the ship would 
“monitor Nato actions [and] 
ensure Russia's security”. 

It also suggests that the 
Russian gove rnment is strug- 
gling to marntarn its line Of 
balancing opposition to Nato’s 
actions with a policy of staying 
out of the wac and preserving 
long-term relations with the 
West 


MOSCOW PROTEST 

BY PHIL REEVES in Moscow 


Sources pointed out yester- 
day that April is the tradition- 
al period for the Russian navy 
to set sail on training exercis- 
es; yet there Is little doubt that 
the presence of Moscow's ves- 
sels In the arena could compli- 
cate the conflict and increase 


the overall risks. Russian agen- 
cies said the seven ships would 
include missile and anti-sub- 
marine frigates. 

Rather evidence that rela- 
tions between Moscow and the 
West are fast freezing over 
came with the return of the 


Russian premier Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, after his still-bom peace 
mission to Belgrade and Bonn. 
No sooner had he disembarked 
from his aircraft than he was 
savaging Nato for its “stupid, 
tragically mistaken” decision to 
continue bombing Yugoslavia. 

The Prime Minis ter blamed 
the failed mission on Nato in- 
transigence, arguing that Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic had 


sent “a signal. ..enough to start 
a political process". In the 
event, the offer brokered by Mr 
Primakov -in which Yugoslavia 
would reduce forces in Kosovo 
provided the Nato bombing 
stopped - was swiftly rejected 
by Nato and the White House. 

Mr Primakov yesterday 
even went so far as to question 
whether genocide in Kosovo is 
the fault of the Serbs, or the al- 


liance. "It is for you to judge 
where genocide is happening, 
when it is happ ening and 
against whom.” 

Few in Russia or beyond ex- 
pected the premier’s mission to 
succeed, and his words can be 
put down partly to rhetoric for 
domestic consumption. But he 
may have been affronted by the 
abrupt speed of Nato’s 
rejection. 
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expect from a 
top quality shaver. 
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There’s something for 
everyone at The BT shop 
this Easter. 


A Cellnet pre-pay digital mobile phone to suit you. 



With no bills or contract 
to sign, you can get 
connected with one £10 
voucher every 90 days. 

Perfect for younger 
people. It's your call. 
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easylife 


Keep in touch for as 
little as £20 a year 
with an easylife 
pre-pay phone. 

It’s perfect for 
infrequent users 
and emergencies. 





Calls 

‘U’ phbnes|n<w cm fyr I 
5p per mmut&ft; pa 


£69.99 


Up to 120 minutes talktime 
and B5 hours standby time 

Displays remaining call credit 

99 name and number memory 

Allows you to send and receive 
text messages 


Was £99&€T 

Now 

£89.99 




answering machines 


fax machines 


A great range of fax offers in-store 



.. i _ „ Simply take this advertisement into 

V0UGh6r Price Sevings The BT shop to claim the savings**. 


-Call In for pr fees you can trust The£7shop 

For your nearest store- call Freefone ‘OS00 400 004 communication experts 
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“Let’s 

treat 

the 

little 

angels 

Spoil the family. 
20% off and the 
kids go free 
at Posthouse 



F : ** M 


?%p, 

i '-- ' 


•%- r v «*. ■ ■ 

•< ?*. 


/ l i i;;- s 




y:- 





London - Kensington 1 
London - Regent's Park 
London - Bloomsbury 
London - Hampstead 
London - Heathrow 
London - Gatwick 1 


South or England 


Ashford 

Basingstoke 1 

Bexley 

Bristol 

Croydon 

Dover' 

Fareham 

Farnborough’ 

Guildford 

Havant 

Maidstone/Sevenoaks 

Plymouth’ 

Portsmouth 

Reading 

Rochester 

South Mimms 

Southampton 

Southampton /Eastleigh 

Swindon 

Taunton' 


Central England 


Aylesbury ■ 
Birmingham 
Birmingham Airport 
Birmingham City’ 
Coventry 
Derby/Burton 
High Wycombe 
Leicester 
Lincoln 

Milton Keynes 
Nottingham City 
Nottingham/Derby 
Rugby/Northampton 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Walsall* (The Boundary) 


3 nights I Worth of England 3 nights 


Bolton*’ fThe Beaumont) £106 

Carlisle* £108 

Chester 026 

Grimsby’ £102 

Hay dock £121 

Hull £98 

Hull Manna £130 

Lancaster’ £126 

Leeds/Bradford £117 

Leeds/Brighouse £108 

Leeds/Selby' £98 

Leeds* (The Queen’s) £117 

Liverpool* ' (The Gladstone) £98 
Manchester £108 

Manchester Airport £130 


Teesside' 

Wakefield 

Warrington/Runcom 

Washington 

York 


East of England 


Basildon 

Brentwood 

Cambridge 

Colchester 

Epping 

Ipswich 

Norwich 

Peterborough 

Stevenage 

* Hot o»t «< the PosUtouse Brami 
’ HMweeK waiiwftly 

■From * 


Scotland, Ireland 
and Wales 

3 nights 1 

Aberdeen 

£98 

Belfast 

£86 

Cardiff 

£106 

Cardiff City 

£110 

Dublin Airport (IR£) 

£130 

Edinburgh* 

£142 

Glasgow Airport 

£108 

Glasgow Gty 

mo 

Swansea' 

£117 


Inclusive of pinner, 
bed and breakfast 


rews & awmiCKS Pnres art indus** of nezon. 
oudM n £s per petson 3H bml on 3 ns»s 
XcamoBCanon. hd tratflroui brsftfast, 3 coma 
(bm, v*r at 17.5% and 2 pecotc shamp j imam 
nnn/dauUii room. 3 nghts nwst Mctme n SabvflK. 
esegt Bess nurted 'inhere start can be snr Par 
ol tte weak. UP to 2 CHKrcn wear 1A suy and ut 

tips wtien sharing a room with up to 2 tihBs on ttus 
proanDM - see Rattans* Leon Bnstfs broduc 
to tufl terms and comt&ons. M reasvalnrc are 
s^ied b smboiflir wsn a hnM iwnrer ol rooms 
a*atfabte S these crawBcw! rare. Ttci cfle canrot 
be user) a comwcUw <MA any oMr oiler or semi 
pronoun. Sigpe occwaocr acpleroite assty. 


Posthouse 

i\wv.posrtiousc-hotcls.coni 

Offer available for breaks taken op to and including IS April 1999 
See your travel agent or call 

0345 40 40 40 

Quoting reference SPRING A 
A d'vivor o: Fcrtc Hotels 
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^In the Star Trek view, Jesus is Caucasian 
and Pilate has a laurel-style eyeshade’ 
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Irish peace deal remains 
elusive despite optimism 


TONY BLAIR and the Irish 
Primp Minister, Bertie Ahern, 
remained immersed in at- 
tempts to achieve a break- 
through in the Northern 
Ireland peace process last 
night, retu r nin g to Belfast to try 
to reconcile Unionist and re- 
publican positions. 

Although no one close to 
the process was confidently 
predicting last night that the 
necessary breakthrough would 
take place, some were saying 
privately that the chances of 
success are now better than 

50-50. 

Each prediction of eventual 
agreement was, however; heav- 
ily qualified with observations 
that the negotiations were dif- 


BY DAVID MCKrmtlCK 
Ireland Correspondent 

ficult, that much remained to be 
done and that there were no 
guarantees of success. 

By last night it seemed that 
no document, even in draft 
form, had yet been placed by 
the governments before the 
parties, although the various el- 
ements of a possible deal were 
said to have been rehearsed in 
some detail. Negotiations on 
Tuesday night went on until 
11pm and. given the absence of 
a document, the chances are 
that many more hours of dis- 
cussion can be expected. 

Unionists and loyalists were 
generally dismissive of the text 


of the IRA's annual Easter 
statement, which was issued 
yesterday. This declared: “IRA 
guns are silent,** but it made no 
reference to the decommis- 
sioning of the republican or- 
ganisation’s weapons. 

While some condemned this 
as unhelpful others pointed out 
that previous IRA statements 
had ruled out decommission- 
ing. Some described the state- 
ment as being neutral in tone, 
and it.bore the signs of being 
composed before the present 
negotiations began. 

It declared opaquely: “If the 
political will exists the peace 
process contains the potential 
to resolve the conflict and de- 
liver a durable peace.” This 


non-committal tone may mean 
that further statements from ei- 
ther the IRA or Sinn Fein could 
form part of any agreed deaL 
Mr Blair and Mr Ahem re- 
turned to their respective cap- 
itals for parliamentary b usiness 
yesterday afternoon before 
heading back to Hillsborough 
Castle near Belfast for last 
night's talks. British and Irish 
officials, with the SDLP and 
Sinn Fein, remained at Hills- 
borough for continuing con- 
tacts but the Ulster Unionists 
withdrew to Stormont 

The Rev Ian Paisley mean- 
while geared up for a full-scale 
assault on any agreement say- 
ing that the Unionist leader 
David Trimble “is going into 


surrender negotiations with no 
one in bis party having a clue 
what he will settle for”. The 
DUP leader described- this as 
“a catastrophic situation”. 

Mr Trimble himself said: 
"We have had no indication yet 
from the republican movement 
that they are prepared to com- 
mit themselves to carrying out 
the agreement There is opti- 
mism of course, but at the mo- 
ment we have not seen any sign 
tha t the republican movement 
is committing itself in a realis- 
tic way to carrying out its share 
of the agreement 

“That’s the problem, and 
while there may be some en- 
couraging things in terms of at- 
mospherics and matters of that 


nature we have to be vary clear 

here between form and sub- 
stance." 

Mr Blair said: “We believe 
there has been good progress 
made here, but there is still 
more to do. The people of 
Northern Ireland will not for- 
give us if we do not get this sort- 
ed out” 

In Dublin, Mr Ahern told the 
Irish parliament that it would be 
“terrible" if the parties were to 
witness the collapse of the Good 

Friday Agreement He said the 
dispute came down simply to 
“one point and that is about tim- 
ing and dates”. He added: 
“Surely we should not lose out 
because two of the parties can- 
not agree on times and dates.” 


Degas’ dancer may fetch £5m at auction 


By Kate watson-Smyth 

A DEGAS pastel of a ballet 
dancer is expected to fetch 
more than £5m when it is sold 
at auction this s umm er. 

The painting, one of the 
artist's favourite subjects, has 
been in the same family since 
1879 when it was bought from 
a gallery in Paris by a friend of 
Edgar Degas. Danseuse au 
repos shows a young dancer 
r elayin g, and was unveiled at 
Sotheby’s in London yesterday 
- the first time it had been seen 
anywhere outside Paris. 

Michel Strauss, the co- 
chairman of Sotheby’s Im- 
pressionist, Modern and 
Contemporary Art, said it was 
the most beautiful work by 
Degas to have appeared on the 
open market since 1983 when 
a painting called UAttente 
fetched £2.lm in New York. 

Danseuse belonged to 
Jules-Emile Boivin, a French 
industrialist and co-founder of 
the Sommier sugar company. 

Before its safe on 28 June at 
Sotheby’s, London, the pastel 
with others from the Boivin col- 
lection, will be exhibited in 
Paris, New York and Zurich. An- 
other pastel by the artist. 
Femme assise devant un 
piano, which was also owned by 
the Boivin family will be sold at 
the auction. 

Both works belonged toa se- 
ries by Degas featuring women 
in interiors, which Mr Boivin 
bought in foe 1880s. His col- 
lection of six works has been 
split and one. Danseuses, is in 
foe Mus£e D’Orsay after the 
family gave it to the French 
government in lieu of inheri- 
tance tax. 



Dominic Cacioppo of Sotheby’s in London bolding Degas’ Danseuse an repos’, which is expected to sell for at least £5m 


Reuters 


IN BRIEF 

‘Urgent’ help for Hackney schools 

THE BUSINESS adviser KPMG was appointed by foe 
Government yesterday to assist east London's troubled 
Hackney local council with urgently needed 
improvements to its education service. The School 
Standards minister; Estelle Morris, said that KPMG 
would start work immediately. The move follows the 
publication last week of a highly critical report on 
Hackney’s services by the education watchdog Ofsted. 

BA ‘air rage 9 passenger jailed 

A MAN who attacked two fellow passengers and smashed 
a window on a British Airways jet was jailed for 15 
months. Lee Thresher, an electrician aged 29, had 
admitted endangering the 15 January flight and causing 
criminal damage. He was sentenced at Isleworth Crown 
Court west London. BA “warmly welcomed” foe decision. 

Learner driver admits killings 

A LEARNER driven Karii Jones, 22, was jailed for five 
years yesterday after admitting causing foe deaths of two 
people by dangerous driving. Jones, from Earley, near 
Reading, had been doing 80 to 90mpta in the town, and hit 
an oncoming can Reading Crown Court was toldThe 
driver and a passenger in Jones' car were killed. 

Two held by police in egg inquiry 

A NATIONWIDE blitz on the theft of rare bird eggs led to 
the detention of two men at a breeding ground on MuIL 
police said yesterday. The men, from Manchester, were 
found near the nest of white- tailed sea eagles on Tuesday. 

Green tea may combat cancer 

GREEN TEA may help to prevent cancer by inhibiting the 
growth of new blood vessels. Swedish scientists at the 
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm said yesterday. 


Hillsborough 
officers face trial 


PC on murder 
charge over raid 


TWO FORMER senior police of- 
ficers at the centre of the Hills- 
borough . football stadium 
disaster (ailed in foe High Court 
yesterday to block private pros- 
ecutions in which they stand ac- 
cused of manslaughter. 

In a decision warmly wel- 
comed by many families of the 
96 victims who died in foe foot- 
ball stadium tragedy 10 years 
ago, three judges rejected ac- 
cusations that foe Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) 
acted “unreasonably and per- 
versely” when he refused to 
halt the prosecutions launched 
by foe Hillsborough Family 
Support Group. 

FOrmer Chief Superinten- 
dent David Duckenfield, 54, 
who had been in charge of 
crowd control, and former 
Superintendent Bernard Mur- 
ray, 56, face accusations of 
manslaughter and wilful ne- 
glect of public duty at the time 
of foe tragedy in April 1989. 

Lord Justice Laws, sitting in 
London unfo Mr Justice Cress- 
well and Mr Justice T-atham, 
spoke of foe *1611*16 disaster" 
at foe FA Cup semi-final game 
between Liverpool and Not- 


BY JOHN ASTON AND 

Stephen Howard 

tingham Forest, played at 
Sheffield Wednesday's Hills- 
borough ground. 

He ruled that arguments for 
blocking foe private prosecu- 
tions were “misconceived” and 
the DPR David Caivert-Smith 
QC, had taken “a perfectly 
proper approach” in deciding 
last December that it was in the 
public interest that they should 
go ahead. 

In a written judgment. Lord 
Justice Laws said: “The deci- 
sion not to discontinue is no 
more unlawful than is the pol- 
icy which the DPP applied.” 

TYevor Hicks, chairman of 
the Hillsborough support 
group, welcomed the decision. 

The judges ruled that the 
local police authority could pay 
for Mr Duckenfield’s and Mr 
Murray's defence. “Police au- 
thorities “have power to provide 
financial assistance to officers 
and ex-officers in the defence of 
private prosecutions”. South 
\brkshire police authority with-- 
drew its assistance to foe for- 
mer officers on 5 February. 


A POLICE officer has been 
cha r ged with murder after a 
naked man was shot dur ing a 
raid by armed officers. 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice announced last night that 
Constable Chris Sherwood, of 
Sussex Police, had been 
charged with foe murder and 
manslaughter of James Ashley, 
who died in January last year. 
Mr Ashley. 39. was in bed with 
his girlfriend at his fiat in St 
Leonards. East Sussex, when 
officers from Sussex Police's 
Special Operations Unit carried 
out an early-morning raid. Mr 
Ashley was shot in foe chesL 
PC Sherwood was charged 
after an investigation into Mr 
Ashley’s death, which was led 
by Deputy Assistant Commis- 
sioner Barbara Wfiding of Kent 
police. Pour other Sussex offi- 
cers were charged with mis- 
feasance in public office, a 
common law offence that car- 
ries a maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment 
They were named as Su- 
perintendent Christopher Bur- 
ton, acting Detective Chief 
Inspector Kevin French. De- 
tective Inspector Christopher 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Corresponde nt 

Paul Siggs and Constable 
Robert Shoesmith. 

The five officers will appear 
before magistrates at Bow 
Street in London on 21 May. 

A separate investigation into 
the role of the senior com- 
mand of Sussex Police, which 
was led by Sir John Hoddinott, 
foe Chief Constable of Hamp- 
shire, found “insufficient evi- 
dence" to bring charges against 
the Chief Constable of Sussex, 
Paul Whitefaouse, his deputy 
Mark Jordan, and Assistant 
Chief Constables Maria Wallis 
and Nigel Yeo. Mr Whitehouse, 
55. was suspended three weeks 
ago after criticism of his role in 
the James Ashley case. 

Last night Sussex Police Au- 
thority issued a statement to 
say the suspension of Mr White- 
house had been lifted. The 
chairman of the authority. Ken 
Bodfish, said: “The authority 
decided that it is in the interests 
of the people of Sussex and of 
the force that Paul Whitehouse 
should resume his office of 
Chief Constable.” 
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£150m grant 
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A MASSIVE package of state Br Barrie Clement 
aid, thought to be worth some Labour Editor 
£250m, was finally agreed yes- • 

terday between the Govern- iti.es who monitor state aid to 
ment and BMW to secure the industry. 

future of Rover Langbridge, Tbny Woodley the national been to secure the long-term 
Britain's biggest car plant officer for the motorindustiy at future of Longbridge. “When 

Alt hough both sides refused the TYansport and General rip fafis am annmmnpd a mill 

to divulge the value of the deal, Workers’ Union, said the state show that this dea l breaks new 


productivity while manage- 
ment was threatening to switch 
production to Hungary. 

Mr Byers said the Govern- 
ment’s objective had always 
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it is understood that they struck aid was tremendous news that ground as for as government 
a compromise between the removed the “uncertainty in- support is concerned, not just 
£220m demanded by the Ger- security and anxiety” that had for the preservation of jobs, but 
man company and the £ 118 m hung over the union’s mem- to increase productivity and 
initially offered by min isters. bers for the past five months, improve the skills of the work- 
Tfae deal, one of the biggest Workers at Longbridge force.” Mr Byers had always 
agreed by 'a British govern- could now look forward to a maintained that the deal would 
mod, was seale d after head-to- “bright new future”, Mr WxxJ- need to secure good value for 
he^ negotiations yesterday lay said “While we have always taxpayers as well as help the 
morning between Stephen been optimistic that a positive industry to prosper 
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"ui'iffjr. ^ Byers, tfae Sectetaiy of State for outcome would eventually 
- - -as «t. ^ Trade and Industry, and Pro- emerge, it is an immense relief 
fossbr Jbachim Mllberg, the that the long dark days of pur- 
BMW chairman. gatory are over 

The agreement will secure Km Jackson, the general 
12,000 jobs at the Midlands secretary of the Amalgamated 
plant, although union sources Engineering and Electrical 
brieve the woikforce will be re- Union, said the agreement was 
doced through natural wastage, good for Langbridge and its 
The deal also means that the workforce. “I was always con- 
threat hanging over a further fident that the Government 
50,000 jobs that are dependent and BMW would reach a suc- 
on the plant has receded. cessful conclusion given that 

Management is expected to the workforce had delivered 
press ahead with an ambitious new flexibility at the plant The 
£L7bn programme to build a months of despondency are 
new range of cars at the site finally over and we can get on 
and to modernise the huge foe- with the real job of producing 
taryAjoint statement from the cars that we can be proud of.” 
Government, BMW and Rover It is understood uncertainty 

said that an agreement in prin- over the future of the complex 
dpfe had been readied, which had led to difficulties in the im- 
wmtf secure production of the piemen tation of an agreement 
Qewmedhmvrized car ^ Long- to introduce the new working 
bridge. It added that a final practices -part of the package 
agreement depended on BMW that secured the planfsfutnre. 
board approval on 12 April and A Rover source said woikers 
the approval oftheEU author- were disinclined to improve 
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€)iive for standards 
‘stresses children’ 


CHUjDBEN AS young as three BY BEN RUSSELL 
areixfaiK subjected to stress- Education Correspondent 


fotvJbpeztese-s^yl& schooling 
berime of the Government's 
driee torai se standards, teach- 
ers wanted yesterday. - ■■■ 
The Association of Teadwre 
and Lec tur ers conference in 
Harrogate beard some schools 
drew «p lesson plans for play- 
time ^ while parents sought extra 
tuition to their children 
for national curriculum tests: 
Privates criticised a new 
preschool curriculum empba- 
q^rng the three Rs and called 
on mjriteters to consider de- 
laying the school starting aga 
They saicjL “pushy” parents 


were regarding literate young 
children as status symbols and 
called on the Government to 
.consider putting off the start of 
formal school to the age of six 
or seven. 

•• Under government gthde- 
lines covering education from 
three to five, published earlier 
this yean children will be set 
. more than 60 aims — including 
detailed targets for reading, 
writing and arithmetic. 

The guidelines are out for 
consultation but are intended to 
come into force next year . 
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Kosovo 


risis 


rder 
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■fees Of thousands bf people are fleeing Kosovo to 
late refuge in neighbourly countries. Many had just 
: a few minutes to leave, taking nothing but the clothes 
on their backs. 


Running, programmes in Kosovo before the 
epcalation ofthe crisis, Action Against Hunger has 
reacted immediately- participating in emergency relief 
operations to Atoaria. Experts and equipment are on 
tbeway tobtriki crucial water and sanitation faeffities 

forthe refugees. . ‘ 


At the same time, other International teams on the - 
ground are preparing for further reBef operations in 
Mac»ckMTfa, Mont8negro and Kosovo. 


Your help b uigwitiy heeded. 


C171 242 5665 
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A Longbridge worker shows his delight on hearing the news of the Government's agreement on a deal for the Rover plant Newsteam 
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LED ZEPPEUN - FOUR SYMBOLS OASIS - DEFINITELY MAYBE 


WASJSrSS' WAS £ 14*5 

NOW £4.99 NOW £6.99 


YOU'VE GOT MAIL - VARIOUS 
WAS£»3$ 

NOW £9.99 


RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS - 
BLOOD SEX SUGAR MAGIK 

NOW £4.99 


BLUR -BLUR 
WASp%& 

NOW £9.99 


ALANIS MCRJSSETTE - 
SUPPOSED FORMER 
INFATUATION JUNKIE 


GAREA.GE - VERSION 2 0 

WAS£»^ 


wsEia^ 

NOW £10.99 


NOW £9.99 


FRANK SINATRA - 
MY WAY. THE BEST OF 
WASD33& 


CATATONIA - 
INTERNATIONAL VELVET 
WAS £33319 


DIVINE COMEDY 
- FIN DE 5IECLE 
WAS £1339 


NOW £9.99 


NOW £9.99 


NOW £9.99 


MADONNA - 

THE IMMACULATE COLLECTION 

was 


BEAST1E BOYS - HELLO NASTY 


NOW £9.99 


WAS EJ33& 

NOW £10.99 


PRODIGY - 

THE FAT OF THE LAND 
WASBttft 


BLONDIE - ATOMIC 
THE VERY BEST OF 
WAS £3339 


THE CORR5 - 

FORGIVEN. NOT FORGOTTEN 
WAS £845 


NOW £9.99 


NOW £10.99 


NOW £6.99 


STEPS -STEP ONE 
BASCJSdS 


NOW £11.99 


2 PAC - GREATEST HITS 
(Double CD) 

WAS £3436 


GARTH BROOKS • DOUBLE LIVE 
(Double CD) 

WAS 004& 


FAITHLESS - SUNDAY 8PM 
WA5EK39 


10 MAXELL BLANK 
90 MINUTE CASSETTE TAPES 


NOW £12.99 


NOW £12.99 


NOW £9.99 


NOW £3.99 


Ias Gckx> as it Gets 
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AS GOOD AS IT GETS 
WASf&af 

NOW £6.99 


THE BIG BLUE (WS) 

WASPS' 

NOW £5.99 


MY BEST FRIEND'S WEDDING 


WASPS' 

NOW £6.99 


SCARFACE (WS) 
WASp^ 

NOW £5.99 


CASINO 

WASJfcSS" 

NOW £5.99 



FREE Games Offer 

FREE PC Premier Pad worth £9.99 when you buy a CD ROM gamir 


Offer applies to stidsied product only. All titles are subjeetto availability at this price. For a limited period only. 


FREE: 


■pc premier Pea offer applies to product bearing this sticker. 


HHMV 


topdogformusic- videos- games 

b^nowfrom overiOO stores natio mitfiJe or B www.hinv n co.ak orS oMO 33 45 78 
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Blair juggles a petrol bomb, an octopus and a Ming vase 


I LOOKED upon Mr Blair with some 
awe and curiosity yesterday. Here 
was a man simultaneously at- 
tempting to control a potentially 
contagious war in the Balkans, fi- 
nesse the Byzantine politics of the 
European Commission and pre- 
vent a fragile peace in Northern Ire- 
land from falling apart. 

This must be rather like juggling 
a lighted petrol bomb, a live octo- 
pus and a Ming vase with one 
hand, and yet Mr Blair is not dis- 
playing any obvious signs of strain, 
even when faced with the notional 
ordeal of Prime Minister’s ques- 
tions. There are only two real ex- 
planations for this: either political 


stress reaches some upper level of 
saturation and can then never get 
any worse, or Mr Blair now looks 
forward to Wednesday afternoons 
as a spot of light relief in his oth- 
erwise gruelling schedule - the one 
point in the week when it is guar- 
anteed that he will not have to an- 
swer any awkward questions. 

Labour backbenchers don't just 
stroke the Prime Minis ter these 
days, they give him a full-body 
massage, first of all applying per- 
fumed oil to his person and then 
rubbing against him while mur- 
muring admiring remarks about the 
impressive proportions of his 
achievement “It’s massive," they 


say. “Honest Much bigger than the 
last chap's." 

lb outsiders, this may appear a 
rather cold and mechanical exer- 
cise, transparently false in its sim- 
ulation of what should be a loving 
and tender act How can Mr Blair 
not be nauseated by the naked cal- 
culation of these urgent moans of 
love? How can it be that the cliched 
words of arousal - “Does the Prime 
Minister agree...?" or, “Would my 
Right Honourable friend con- 
{kmn...? T '-donotbeffntodoy?But 
do - something about this tawdry ex- 
ercise seems to soothe the PM. He 
could, after all end it tomorrow if 
it genuinely disgusted him. 


THE SKETCH 



. THOMAS 
SUTCLIFFE 


The Opposition offers different 
pleasures - a light birching to re- 
store the circulation and tone the 


skin. The chief bircher wasn’t in 
good form yesterday, beginning 
with a rather tabloid suggestion that 
the Government should match do- 
nations (braid in Kosovo “pound for 
pound". What next? All givers to be 
entered in a lottery to win a Rover 
built at Longbridge? 

William Hague came back later 
with an equally nugatory question 
about savings schemes - the sort 
of thing that would be fine for a quiet 
month but could hardly be de- 
scribed as rising to the current oc- 
casion: Every now and then, of 
course, the birch twigs will be ap- 
plied a little heavily: “How does he 
reconcile bombing murderers in 


Kosovo with releasing murderers 
in Northern Ireland?" asked Eric 
Forth, provoking a chatter of out- 
rage from Labour benches. “Steady 
nnCthw voiipri “\fau almost left a 


on!" they yelled. “You almost left a 
weal with that one!" 

Mr Blair also snapped a bit, but 
soon calmed down again to luxuri- 
ate in the painless thrashing of an 
Archie Norman question. Then he 
uttered the code he uses to indicate 
the session is over - “No more boom 
and bust." The executive had been 
relieved and could get back to 
more serious business. 

If Prime Minister’s questions left 
a nasty taste in the mouth, Clare 
Short took it away again with a 


statement on humarutari^ reUef 
for Kosovo refugees. GaryStreetec 
her Tory opposite, made *oobsh 

mistake of attempting to top her in 

the compassion stakes andsxn- 
fered for it On the touchy-feeiy stuft 

nobody can match Clare. _ _ 
She also showed Mr Blair just 
how he should have dealt with that 
silly business of matching dona- 
tions: “My instinct is that It would 
slow thing s up and that’s not what 
we need at the moment," she said 
brusquely when asked about it It 
tainps some nerve to boot a fluffy 
bunny out of the way like that, even 
when the bunny has obviousfy been 
put there to trip you up. 




Camps would aid 


Serbs, says Short 


CLARE SHORT yesterday re- 
jected accusations that the Gov- 
ernment foiled to prepare for 
the masses of refugees fleeing 
Kosovo. She stressed it would 
have been an “appalling act of 
complicity in ethnic cleansing" 
if camps had been set up to 
await the Kosovo Albanians in 
advance of Nato air strikes. 

In a statement on the 
refugee crisis, the Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment insisted such actions 
would “only have assisted” the 
objectives of the Serbian leader 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

She said: “What is now hap- 
peningisa reflection of un&nag- 
inably outrageous behaviour on 
the part of the Serbian forces. 
People’s outrage must be di- 
rected at the Serbian aggression 
and not the UN agencies strug- 
gling to cope with the crisis." 

She told MPs the Govern- 
ment would “do all in its power 
to support the international ef- 
fort to provide as quiddy as pos- 
sible shelter and food for those 
who have been driven over the 


KOSOVO 


By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


borders". There were more than 

250.000 intemalfy displaced peo- 
ple within Kosovo, and a further 

100.000 in neighbouring coun- 
tries before Nato intervened. In 
recent days the situation has de- 
teriorated. Ms Short said: “More 
than 200,000 people, mostly 
women, children and elderly 
people, have been driven from 
their homes. They are very, 
very frightened. They are bring- 
ing with them stories of gross 
brutality and killing, which 
forced them to leave and often 
forced their men folk to stay. 1 ’ 

Earlier, during question 
time, Tony Blair renewed his 
warning that Nato forces would 
continue and increase the air 
strikes until “the job is fin- 
ished". Dismissing President 
Milosevic's offer to start with- 
drawing troops from the region, 
the Prime Minister said: “What 
we have to do is intensify these 
attacks and that is what is hap- 


pening now today. These at- 
tacks being carried out today on 
the actual troops repressing the 
people in Kosovo will inflict 
real damage to Milosevic's 
tanks, artillery and the thugs 
carrying out this killing and re- 
pression in Kosovo." 

The Prime Minister also 
agreed to consider a suggestion 
from the Tory leaden William 
Hague, that the Government 
should at least match pound for 
pound money donated to help 
refugees fleeing Kosovo. 

But he made dear the Gov- 
ernment had already made a 
“massive commitment" and 
had promised an extra £i0m to 
the relief effort 

Mr Hague said: “This pro- 
posal for matching funds would 
have the advantage of encour- 
aging many additional dona- 
tions and channelling more 
money directly through the 
aid agencies and charities 
concerned. 


against air strikes on Yu- 
goslavia, saying he was “ap- 
palled" by the comments. “The 
claim made by the SNP that eco- 
nomic sanctions would work in 
this situation is palpably ridicu- 
lous. Nobody believes that to be 
the case. The only alternative is 
either to take the action we are 
faking or leave these poor de- 
fenceless Kosovar Albanian peo- 
ple to the mercy of the Serb 
killin g machine,” he said. 

Eric Forth, the Tory MP for 
Bromley and Chislehurst was 
jeered by Labour MPS when he 
asked the Prime Minister 
“How do you reconcile bombing 
murderers in Kosovo with re- 
leasing murderers in Northern 
Ireland?" 

Amid uproar, Mr Blair 
replied: “The idea that we can 
compare the situation where we 
are sitting down trying to get 
the Good Friday Agreement im- 
plemented with the killing of in- 
nocent civilians in Kosovo is 
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In later exchanges, Mr Blair something that could only come Activists outside the High Court yesterday with three MPs who are taking legal action against the Government 
went on to attack Alex Salmond, from today’s right-wing Con- over plans to bypass normal formalities for GM foods. From left: Charles Secrett of Fnenosot the : Earth, Noi 
.. _ j ii u — Baker (Lib Dem, Lewes), Alan Simpson (Lab, Nottingham South) and John Ra n da l l (C, Uxbridge) 


the SNP leader for speaking out servative Party. 
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4 HEAD NICAM 
STEREO VIDEO 

• Videop/us-f™ 

• Programme Delivery 
Control 

• 2 SCART sockets 
Model SLVE730 
was £249.99 
previously £259.99, 
£279.99 

In-store £229.99 

SKU . 367680 


VALID 

UNTIL 

1204.99 


Panasonic 


EACH 


SILVER 4 HEAD NICAM 
STEREO VIDEO 

• Videoplus*™ 

• Programme Delivery 
Control 

• 2 SCART sockets 
Model NVHD630S 
was £259.99 
previously £269.99, £279.99 
In-store £229.99 sku: 368042 



LSI 

YOU CAN EVEN 
ORDER BY PHONE 


Vou on order attar video over 
the phone. VWefll CMtaer B to your 
hatneorworikptaca* 

0845 60 26538 



WE PROMISE THE 
LOWEST PRICES 

Tfca Comet Pne» Prance guarantees 
tfta rf ww buy ary product boa Comet, 
then wttwi 14 days find the same 
after on sate tocaBy at a tower pries, 

wb'B Krdlmgfy refund !te dOTerenee. 

PLUS 10 % OF THAT DIFFERENCE. Ash 
in store for fit! detate. 
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PRICE INDEX • 



Updated may woetc, the “ | 

Comer Rial « : 

you authcritanw guxte -r* 

featuring over 160 of _ 

Brain's bast teBtnq 
tfetincH Bfodusta. Pick ~ ~ 

up your co&f n store. 



iNfoowETteUBe llio Kens in SouSiHWn <to noi shn> sen ingain aoni. lUmmsaiffacrimiiapAfit mourner aSsrsune! tZ. 34.3J. arwesseuMfif* euniunrton *wf> jry cenr Otor 

louener. Nese to stone: Itoudw ottei Prowra aa Reason Code *9 +C 0 S 5 anj dageo a BT bcal rates. CMnnxy Cttrgs >nsn 3 9S Sutrera c Do&vwy criy mauNe m rarMapa u.n. 

Pr«j and trtamOfcn asma m wne at pan; n r’M £139. 


‘Catch-up’ salary rise of 
24% awarded to peers 


THE SALARIES of some junior 
ministers are to rise by 24 per 
cent - more than 10 times the 
rate of inflation, Tbny Blair an- 
nounced yesterday. 

In a move that was guaran- 
teed to provoke the ire of 
public sector unions, the Prime 
Minister said that junior min- 
isters in the House of Lords 
would have their pay increased 
from £44.832 to £55,631. 

In line with recommenda- 
tions made by the independent 
Senior Salaries Review Body 
(SSRB), ministers of state will 
also receive rises of 20 per 
cent to take their earnings up 
to £64.426. 

Mr Blair said that the in- 
creases, which include a one-off 
payment of £8,500, were need- 
ed to bring ministers in the 
Lords into line with theircoun- 


MINISTEBS’ PAY 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


terparts in the Commons. Cab- 
inet pay will be determined 
later this yean but the large 
“catch-up" rises are sure to in- 
crease the pressure from some 
ministers in the Commons to 
take up rises owed to them. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minis tec David Blunkett, 
the Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation, and Ann Tfcyior, the 
Chief Whip, have claimed that 
they should be allowed to re- 
ceive an extra £16.000 owed 
since the last general election. 

However, the Chancellor. 
Gordon Brown, is known to 
have made clear to his col- 
leagues they should forgo the 
upgrade, equivalent to a 17 per 


cent rise, to avoid criticism at 
a time when the Government 
was urging pay restraint on the 
private and public sectors. Tony 
Blair set an example for his col- 
leagues when he declared that 
he would take just £60.167 of the 
£102,750 to which be is entitled 
Cabinet ministers followed suit 
and currently receive £45,201 of 
their £61,650 entitlement - but 
many believe that if they do not 
take up the extra payment 
soon, they will lose it for ever. 

Public sector workers were 
given a 4.1 per cent pay award 
earlier this year and last night 
Unison, Britain's biggest union, 
said the rise for ministers in the 
Lords contrasted badly with its 
own members' increase. 

Downing Street said that 
when the £8500 one-off increase 
was discounted, the rises were 


only 2.8 per cent for ministers. 

Mr Blair also announced in 
a written parliamentary an- 
swer that he would accept the 
SSRB's recommendation to 
pay £64,307 to the First Minis- 
ter for Scotland and Northern 
Ireland and the First Secretary 
of the Welsh Assembly. 

The review board had sug- 
gested that the Deputy First 
Minster for Ulster should re- 
ceive £47,504, but Mr Blair said 
that in view of the “unique po- 
litical situation" in the province, 
the SDLP’s Seamus Mallon 
would be paid the same as 
David Trimble. Salaries for the 
members of the Scottish Par- 
liament will be £40,092, com- 
pared with £38,036 for members 
of the Northern Ireland As- 
sembly and £33,500 for mem- 
bers of the Welsh Assemble 
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QUESTIONS 

AND 


ANSWERS 


Taxi fares rise 


LONDON TAXI lares will 
rise 4.3 per cent from 24 
April, the Transport 
minister Glenda Jackson 
announced yesterday. 

The supplement for 
Saturdays and weekday 
evening will rise from 4 Op 
to 60p. For night-time, 
Sundays and public 
holidays the supplement 
win rise from 60p to 90p. 
For Christmas and New 
Year the supplement will 
be increased to £3. 


Ulster killings 

POLICE CLEAR-UP rates 
for murders in Ulster 
stand at 49.5 per cent for 
those attributed to 
loyalists, compared with 
28 per cent for 
republicans, said the 
Northern Ireland 
minister Adam Ingram. 


Medicine vow 


THE GOVERNMENT will 
keep its promise to 
abolish prescription 
charges for drugs used 
by cystic fibrosis 
sufferers, the Prime 
Minister insisted. 


to ban drink 
for matches fails 


DRACONIAN PLANS to impose 
city-wide alcohol bans during 
big football matches and to 
give police "catch-all" powers 
of arrest have been dropped by 
the Government. 

A Home Office review of 
anti-hooligan laws found wide- 
spread opposition to the pro- 
posals. although it showed 
strong support for bans on sup- 
porters travelling abroad and 
on racist chanting at games. 

The review found over- 
whelming backing from the 
public and interested groups for 
moves to toughen up most 
other aspects of the law. Most 


LICENSING 


BY Paul Waugh 


of the new restrictions, partic- 
ularly bans on the movement of 
fans who do not have football- 
related convictions, were in- 
cluded in a backbench Bill 
published yesterday. 

Kate Hoey, Home Office min- 
ister, said the Government 
would support the Fbotbaii (Of- 
fences and Disorder) Bill, 
which will also allow courts to 
remove passports from Eng- 
land supporters five days before 
a game. The Bill could be law 
in time for Euro 2000. 


Power to the regions 


THE PROSPECT of directly 
elected assemblies for the Eng- 
lish regions took a si gnifican t 
step closer to reality yesterday 
when ministers unveiled am- 
bitious plans to boost invest- 
ment for depressed areas. 

Labour's manifesto com- 
mitment to create regional 
“raini-Pariiaments” was un- 
derlined as John Prescott the 
Deputy Prime Minister, an- 
nounced details of eight new 
Regional Development Agen- 
cies due to start work today. 

The agencies mil be com- 
posed of businessmen, council 


DEVOLUTION 


by Paul Waugh 


leaders, trade unionists and 
university figures and will co- 
ordinate inward investment 
skills improvement and regen- 
eration projects. The North- 
west North-east, Yorkshire and 
the Humber; West Midlands. 
East Midlands, Eastern. South- 
west, South-east and London 
will each have their own agency. 

Richard Cabom, minister 
for the Regions and Regener- 
ation, said yesterday. "We are 
managing change in England." 


the house 



PM 5 s PEP talk 


tony Blair rejected 
Tory claims that next 
week's replacement of 
PEPs and Tessas with 
ISAs was discouraging 
people from saving. Mr 
Blair said the savings 
ratio in the coming year 
was actually increasing. 


Balancing act 

BARONESS JAY of 
Paddington, the Minister 
for Women, launched a 
pilot project to consider 
how to encourage more 
businesses to implement 
family-friendly working. 


Absent friend 

THE prime Minister 
came under pressure to 
appear in the Commons 
more often. Sir Patrick 
Cormack, for the Tories, 
said: “He has appeared 
far less than any Prime 
Minister in our recorded 
history and we would like 
to see a little more of him 
because he is, after all, 
our Prime Minister” 
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Judges accept Big Mac ‘heart risk’ 


A DIET of McDonald’s burgers 
may lead to the “veyreal risk” 
of heart disease, three Court of 
Appeal judges niled yesterday. 

This findin g alone meant 
another triumph -for Britain’s 
most famous do-it-yourself 
lawyers, who tookon the might 

Of the giant fast food phain 

after it accused them of libeL 

Supporters of the environ- 
mental campaigners, Dave 
Morris and Heian Steel, cele- 
brated as the pair overturned 
some of the High Court rufeigs 
in their mammoth legal battle 
with McDonald’s. 

Lords Justices Pffl, Mgy and 


BY STEPHEN HOWARD 

ai«>Cathy Gordon 


But they said the afiega- 


After the trial, Mr Justice 
Bell ruled th& the company had 
been EbeEed by most of the al- 
legations in a London Green- 


tified. They added that there 
was no truth in the charge 
about food poisoning and this 
was “especially serious 7 ' far a 
company in the restaurant 
business. 

The judges also upheld that 


judgment, which ruled that it 
was fair comment to say Mc- 
Donald” s employees worldwide 
“do bacQy-in terms of pay and 
conditions’’. 

They also said it was tme that 
“S one eats enough McDon- 
ald’s food, one's diet msy well be- 
come high in fat etc, with the 
very real risk of heart disease”. 


- “must have a serious effect on 
their tradingreputatian since it 

- goes to the very business in 
■-■which they are engaged. 

our judgment it must 
haven greater impact on the re- 
spomtent's [McDonald's] repu- 
tation than any other of the 
/dtaigestfaat the trial judge had 
found to be true,” they added. 

The judges said they had 
“considerable sympathy” with 
Ihe pair’s argument that the 
feaflet meant “that there is a re- 
. spectable tnotcranky) body of 
- medical opinion which links a 
jmikfood(fi^withariskofcffl2- 
ceir and heart disease” 


forstarrafion m the Third Wbrid 
ryfa- tjip destruction oft be p*m- 
fo rests thffgp all^alions in 

the leaflet were **very harmful 

to a company’s reputation”. 

The judgment says: “Nutri- 
tia n and he alt h risks a lways w as 
and was bound to be an im- 
portant element in the case, 
given McDonald’s business. 

“It is therefore highly sig- 
nificant that the allegation 
about the risk of heart disease 
has been justified. 

“Moreover; even though the 
appellants fafled to justify Mty 
an f be defamatory statements 
about the risks of cancer; it is 

Tp*>n pgt flhHghpd fiiat g nnh foirte 

as they did establish when 


''What’s Wrong with McDon- 
ald’s?” But he found that the 
leaflet was true \riien itaccused 
McDonald’s of paying low 
wages to its workers, being re- 
sponsible for cruelty to some of 
fee an» nuts used in its food 
products and exploiting chfl- 


those statements may berehed 
uponramitigation of damages.” 
They reduced McDonald's 
£80,000 damages awarded in fee 
High Court against Ms Steel 
and Mr Morris to £40,000. 

Mr Moms, 44, a ficamer post- 
man, and Ms Sied, 33, afcnner 
gardener; were ordered in June 
1997 to pay the libel damages 
after a 314-day trial - the 
longest in English legal history 

-wbki is reckoned to have cost 

McDonald’s £10m. 


McDonald’s attempt to sup- 
press the leaflet resulted in 
more than 3 mUEcm being hand- 
ed oHt in the UK alone as pub- 
licity over^ what became known 
as the Mclibd Trial increased. 
A website highlighting the 

ca se and r r mtarnin g mnn> than 

20,000 files about the trial and 

MpTWunfllfT s bag hppn ampgsa d 
more than 65 milEon fimas- 
Itichard Rampton QC, for 
McDonald's, tdd the judges 
that his chart wcrald not be tak- 
ing the matter to the House of 
Lords. 

During the appeal hearing, 
Mr Morris toM the court that 
McDonald's had never applied 
for its damages or exists or for 
an injunction banning further 
publication of the leaflet 
The use of libel laws by 

TrmtiTnivfinnal rw pnrafinns'atas 

a farm of censorship, he said. 

After the appeal hearing, 
Mr Morris g? i d : “This is a com- 
plete vindication of our decision 
to appeal in that two further 
areas ofMcDonaWs core busi- 
ness practices have effectively 
been slammed by the court, on 
top of those findings in our 
favour by Mr Justice Ben.” 



Dave Morris and Helen Steel at the High Court in London yesterday where judges reduced McDonald’s damages to £44,000 Kart Prouse 


Mystery of steak and kidney pudding with no meat 
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STEAK AND kidney puddin gs 
feat contained no steak and no 
kktoey were among the glaring 
examples of poor food pro- 
duced. by household brand- 
name firms afticisedyestenley 
in a government survey 

Supermarkets were furious 
whhfeeGoven im eidfar^nan- 
ing and shaming ” the compa- 
nies that were found, through 
DNA testing to be sdHng incor- 
rectly labelled food -but some 
privatefy ordered changes with 
their suppliers. 

The survey by Ministry of 
Agriculture fisheries and Fbod 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


inspectors found that one in 
seven samples of sausages, 
burgers, pies, p&tes and 
dishes contained meat 

not declared on fee label. wMle 

others did not contain the meat 
declared on the label 

Jeff Boobei; an Agriculture 
minister, said the findings 
showed dear failures in qo^- 
fyconfeoihy some of the big su- 
permarket chains and corner 
shops. “A lot have said they 
didn't dean down fee produc- 


tion lines properly. That is less 
serious than if someone is 
chucking in cheaper products, 
but it is bad in itself.’' he said. 

Asda wrote to the msdstry 
^ter inspectors found pork in 
eight Aberdeen Angus saus- 
ages labelled as containing 
beef at its storein South Bank, 
Leeds. Beef was also detected 
in two Scotch pies labelled as 
containing mutton and pork, 
and tnxkeywas found in coarse 
chicken sad bacon in red wine 
pate. The supermarket said: 
“Friim our investigations it is 
dear that these contamina- 


tions have been caused fay in- 
sufficient attention to deaning 
between the production fines” 

But that did not explain the 
mysteiy of fee missing ingre- 
dients in fee steak and kidney 
pudding from Campbell Gro- 
cery Products in King's Lynn. 
The inspectors found no trace 
of beef or pork in fee puddings. 

Sainsbary's chicken breast 
in jelly was found to contain 
turkey not chicken. Kwik Save 
economy chicken burgers con- 
tained turkey. Safeways bolog- 
nese contained no beet 
although beef was on fee label 


Tesco's smooth Brussels pork 
and liver pate contained pork, 
but also chicken and turkey. 

J Sains bury pic questioned 
the accuracy of the DNA tests. 
But Tesco wrote: “Mixing 
species remains a problem for 
the meat industry. We have 
again told our suppliers that 
this is unacceptable. We have 
formed a product integrity 
group to carry out unan- 
nounced audits of fee meat 
and convenience food sector." 

In a separate development 
fee cross-party Commons Se- 
lect Committee studying the 


government Bin to set up a food 
standards agency called on fee 
Government to scrap the flat- 
rate levy of £90 on all Britain's 
600,000 food outlets and re- 
place it wife a graduated lew. 

The committee also called on 
fee Government to give the 
agency a dearer remit over nu- 
trition and dietary advice, in 
spite of ministers' misgivings 
about giving fee agency too 
much power to interfere in 
food production. ‘‘We believe the 
agency should be fee body re- 
sponsible for setting fee nutri- 
tional and dietary standards.” 


WHAT ARE YOU BUYING? 


DNA tests by Maff In- 
spectors found the fol- 
lowing ingredients 
In these products: 

■ Safeway Cumberland 
pork sausages 
contained chicken. 

■ Tesco Chicken and 
Broccoli Potato Top con- 
tained turkey. 

M Samsbury Chicken Breast 
in Jelly contained turkey. 

■ Pork in Asda Aberdeen 


Angus beef sausages. 

■ Kwik Save economy 
chicken burgers 
contained turkey. 

■ Bernard Matthews 
cooked chicken breast con- 
tained turkey. 

■ Pork in Somerfield beef 
and onion pie. 

■ Campbell Grocery Prod- 
ucts steak and kidney pud- 
ding contained no beef and 
no pigs' kidney. 


Health warning on dangers 
of anti-bacterial cleaners 


BYCHERKYNOOTON, 

Charles Arthur 
and Cathy Mayer 


manufacturers are ex- 
ploiting people’s foam abouthy- 
giene with a^whote- range of 
espeusive airttfoacterial prod- 
ucts may do more harm 
ftangood. 

Experts befieve the overuse 
of anti-bacterial agents in 
leasehold products, imeh as 
w ashing -up iky rids , chopping 
boards, binfiners and kitchen 
utensils could lead to resstant 


place nt about basfa hygiene. 

Research today m fee sci- 
ence journal Nature confirms 
these fears, ft shows tha t Exd S , 
one of the most c o mmon caus- 
es of food pcHStming^ could de- 
velop resistance to ;tridosan- 


A Health WWch? survey 
also pubBshedtodaRfonnd that 
half of fee people in Britain 
have bought antibacterial 
products. But onein 10 wrong- 
ly befieved fee products made 
dishes, surfaces and hands 
sterile, and one in six befieved 
boards with anti-bacterial 


THE PRICE YOU PAY 

Product fit 

itf-bacreri. 

id Standard 

%diff 

Sainsbary's 10 
AH Purpose 
dotfas 

£1.59 

43p 

224 

Tesco Washfag 
up liquid 

£135 

67 p 

101 

Fairy Washing 
np Squid 

£7.45 

85p 

70 

PersU Washing 
up liquid 

95p 

75p 

27 

taco 

Haml— ish/soap 

£1.49 

47p 

217 

Sainsbary's Washing 



np Sqoid 

89p 

15p 

493 

Sdnsborf’s 
Moisturising 
Hand— ash/ 




4 eco»oim( soaps 

£1.49 

33p 

351 


An mvestigatian by 37jein- 
dqjerufentrereried manufac- 
turers are charging a liwge 


bacterial agent costs £L35. 
Sainsbury’s 10 All Purpose 
cloths cost 49p, or £L59 wife 
an&iacterial protection. 

“Ordinary detergents are 
perfectly adequate,” said JEan- 
ice Alien of the National Gdo- 
’ sumer ^ CofflHaL*Tf you sticktp 


Groups said: “Consumers are 
being unnecessarily over- 
charged. They’re being taken 
fora ride.” 


on the products, offici a l fig- 
ures from the Public Health 
laboratory Service show feat 


tain anti-bacterial agents. A 
standard botfie of Tesco wash- 
ing up hcp^ cfosts fiTp, a simi- 
lar product >ntit an smtl- 


kiteben then there iszft any cases has trqded in the past 10 
need to use them.” years, with 100,000 cases re- 

' ^Stiuri: Coos^y of theNfe- parted in 19KL 
.tiocal ^deration of Consumer The market for household 


anti-bacterial deansers. first in- 
troduced 12 years aga is fee 
fastest -growing sector of fee 
D 40m domestic surface clean- 
ing products market It is esti- 
mated that consumers spend 
more than £25 million a year on 
these anti-bacterial products. 

*We’d like to see a closer 
monitoring of this rapidly grow- 
ing mark^, and hope that a new 
European Union directive, fee 
Bioddal Products Directive, 
will defiver this,” said Charlotte 
Gann, editor of Health Which? 
"But ultimately this is a whole 
new market we can do without.” 

The research published in 
Nature has shown that E.coli 
bacteria, one of fee most com- 
mon causes of food poisoning, 
could acquire resistance to tri- 
dosan's effects through a com- 
paratively simple mutation. 

“It works by inhibiting a key 
metabolic pathway involving a 
particular enzyme." said Pro- 
fessor David Rice of the Uni- 
versity of Sheffield's molecular 
biology department 

*Tn feat sense it is acting as 
an anti-biotic would. That 
m eans anti-biotic-type resis- 
tance could arise.” 

Widespread use since the 
chemical was introduced could 
also have led people to rely too 
heavily on it, he added. 

“There’s no doubt people 
are warned about getting bac- 
terial infection, but basic hy- 
giene procedures are often 
more fean enough.” 


Well-bred strawberries taste sweeter 


A STRAWBERRY by -a immber 
of (Efferent genes could 
rather sweetez; accord! 
British scientists who have 
isolated the etementsthaf give 


By Charles Arthur 
Ttecfaiwk^ Editor 


required flavour genes. Ma- 


But - mind ful of the furore 


the fruit its taste, smell and- - they wfll try to achieve tins 


’ A team at the Hxtientture ing methods. 

Research International m 
y^e^qurae, Waraliishire, , nology ftou^i, by firitowing 
plans to create varieties rf tbe : nwteccdar marteers that mfe- 
frift feat will tasfesweeteraaid *' catevrinch varieties of tfaefrmi 
richer and be mqrefra^ra^. 


ing, who led the research. 
Thereareatteast3fflffiffecent 
c omp ounds involved in the 
aanma alone,” he said. 

Tbe bey to a sweeter straw- 
berry consists of regulating 
tiie production - or “expres- 


sngar into the fruit rells from 
the plant’s phloem, its equiva- 
lent of blood vessels. 

“The whole basis of fruit 
ripening is to make it tasty 
enough to ensure seed dispos- 
al,” he said. “Bat if the gene 
which makes the [sugar-dump- 
ing] protein were overex- 
pressed, we could raise fee 
amount of sufTOse coming into 
the fruit, which would result in 
a sweeter strawberry ” 



r 







APRIL FOOLS AND HORSES DAY 


Tonight from 7pm, 

A whole evening of Only Fools and Horses. TV you 

lira gold 

want to see again and again 
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32Mb 
G 

Fea&riyg Mi's non Rage 128 
processor, S2U> RAM, DYD 
hardware support and TV out 
The fastest ana mos complete 
graphics aid yet 
MODEL Mi Rage Fury. 


NEW 




\ 17" TUI NITRON 


PATRIOT Cyrix Mil 300 Processor vat 

32Mb RAM, 2.1 Gb Hard Disk, 512k Cache Memory, 

32x Multimedia, 4Mb Graphics*, 

14" Colour Monitor, Windows 98. 

MODEL: Patriot 300. 


PC WORLD PRICE 

399 

i, '1 */». j ♦«•*•*•'*« t •*«■*-*• 


room for you to add a further 
64,000 of your own. Via Voice 
executive is highly adaptable. 

(KIRBY! OFFER ENDS MONDAY 


PC WORLD PRICE 

MM VAT 



Watch TV and view 
Teletext pages on 
your PC 

MODEL: Avennedia. 







MONITOR 


NEW 


, 17* Super fine Pitch” Tnmron 
\ display, 1280 » 1074 maximum 
icsolutnt QBHz Refresh Rate at 
1024 1 768 resolution, <L25mm Dot 
Pitch - ter a nun Sharp display. Mi 
Reflection 8 M Static Coring. 
MODEL- Sony 2 10E5L 


GIVE YOUR FAMILY A HEAD START 


ft: 


all this 


FREE 


Up to 600 dpi resolution at up fio 
10 pages per minute in tdadi. 
PUIS E40 off when you trade-in 
1 your old printer. 

1 OHer ends 6th April 1999? 


FCB 

C*«L V 


£i 



e!89j9 


1024 > 768 max resolution, 
2Mb SmartMedia. Stores up to 
13 vnages. I-IT LCD screen. 
MODEL Fup DX10. 


400 MHz 

PROCESSOR 



£34 


NEW 




COMPAQ 

333MHz AMD K6-2 Processor 

64Mb (Fast TOOMHz) SDRAM, 4.0Cb Hard 
Disk. 5I2k Cache Memory, 32x Multimedia, 
4Mb Graphics^ with Direct 3D, 56k v.90 
Modem, 15" Colour Monitor, Windows 98, 
Quicken 97, Works plus select up to 8 top n 
software titles*. MOOEL: Presario 2292. L 


PC WORLD PRICE 
INC 
VAT 


<2J Q6J8I 


IBM 400MHz AMD K6-2 Processor 

64Mb (Fast 100MHz) SDRAM, &0Gb Hard Disk, 32* 
Multimedia, BMb 3D 2* AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics, 
56k v.90 Modem, 15' Colour Monitor, Windows 98, 
Lotus 5martSurte Millennium, IBM ViaWoke,*' 
Battlezone and more. MODEL Apbva 272. 


I CAMERA 

‘ 1280 a 1024 max resolution. 
4Mb SmartMedia memory. 
Stores up ro 22 images. 

1 8" LCD screen 
MODEL: Rj|i MX6O0. 


HEWLETT PACKARD PACKAGE iMac PC & PRINTER 


STEERING WHEEL A PEDALS 

Don't just see your game, feel it 
Sophorkated software enables 
you to fully programme the V4 to 
suit your preferences. 

MODEL Interact V4 Force. 


USUAL PRICE 


COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

Up to 600 dpi resolution at up to ' 

3.5 pages per minute. / 

Includes Disney Pnnf / 

Studio Software. r; 

MODEL: /* 

Lexmark CJ 1 100. " ' * 






.*20 


INCLUDES 

Oiinry. Fuofi 
, » bur's life 

| Pnnt Studio Sc-fhrjit 


NEW 


1549 


Pick up a fro© (fisc in-store 


The fast and easy way to a fuMy teBtunad tntemo r 
Package for the coat of a local caB 

www.freeserve.net 



HEWLETT PACKARD 

400MHz Inter Celeron™ Processor 

64Mb SDRAM, 128k Cache Memory, 6.4Gb Hard 
Disk, 4x DVD-ROM Drive, 6Mb 3D 2x AGP ATI pc WORLD PRICE 
Rage Pro Turbo Graphics. 56k v.90 Modem, ,NC 
15” Colour Monitor. Windows 93, Works, 

Quicken, Money 99, En carta 99 World Atlas 
and more. 

MODEL: Pavilion 6405. 


fSoaes for Aastrahon purposes onfn 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 

CALL 



STORES OPEN GOOD FRIDAY, EASTER 
; SATURDAY & EASTER MONDAY 
(SCOTLAND STORES OPEN EASTER SUNDAY) 


We won't 
be beaten 
on price* 


tttft promise that d wju find the same cflw 
ataileSe at a Iflvrer pnee m any o3*r lacai retail 
SVt rwfhm 7 days d purchase r.eT the 
d'fle'eres guaranteed - prowled jo-j un prrwJuce 
ytwr receipt and detab of sahera you san tie ofle*. 


PCWORLD 





*On all PCs and primers owe £350. Credit Proteewr Insurance tCPl)rs optional and mZ prowl you: payments m case olacadent BSenpIrymen; c-il'ness CFI is net included in the 
morrSdy repayments unless otherwse Bated. TYPICAL EXAMPLE: {Without CPI) Cach Price €6 59 No Depni? and £8 meirhly payment of £2164 - srmsr ; arable C991 68 

MinimiiinpuiciuK 050 Subjecttottanis Witten quotations nailafrle from. DepiMK/PCHtMavlariihAiier.Lie Hemei H.2mpsead MP2 77t The Intel In i,ce leg Pe-ifrjm. Celeron 
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Stay-at-home 


students do 


worse in life 


Suzanna Tlaverne says flat as managing director she will be lookingat ways of boosting the British Museum's income Tom Craig 



Former banker takes hold of the 


purse-strings at British Museum 


STUDENTS WHO live at home 
while they do university cours- 
es end up with lower-paid jobs 
than young people who leave to 
study, say researchers. 

Undergraduates from the 
South-east, Scotland and Wales 
were most Kkely to live at home 
and those from East Anglia 
most likely to leave to study. 

The findings showed young 
people from affluent back- 
grounds, who could afford to 
study at universities farther 
away, were getting the better 
paying jobs, 

“Wealthier kids are getting 
the best chances,’' Rick Audas, 
research associate at Newcas- 
tle University and co-author of 
the study, said yesterday. 

The study of 13,000 gradu- 
ates across the country showed 
that young people who left 
home to study at university 
earn on average £3,000 more 
and were more likely to have a 
job with better prospects. 

Nearly double the number 70 
per cent, of students who went 
away to university ended up liv- 
ing in a different area to their 
parents, compared with 40 per 
cent of students who stayed at 
home while they were studying. 

Lack of confidence and a lim- 
ited outlook meant that stu- 


BY CHERRY NORTON 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


dents who lived at home while 
they were studying did not 
have the same opportunities or 
the desire to move to another 
area to get the most suitable job 
once they had graduated. 

“People who stay at home 
tend to be much more inward- 
looking," Mr Audas said “They 
set self-imposed boundaries. 
The region is their limit 

“Going away to university is 
a way for individuals to assert 
independence from their par- 
ents and is part of growing up 
and maturing. When these 
young people reach 21, they 
have had experiences which 
make them much more confi- 
dent about the labour market 
This confidence makes them 
more employable." 

The introduction of univer- 
sity fees last year and the in- 
creasing costs for students 
have meant more young people 
are bang forced to live at home 
and attend local university. Of- 
ficial figures for this academic 
year show one in five of the 
330,000 students lives at home. 

“Students who are less in- 
dined to move after graduating 
are not seeking out the best- 


paid and most suitable jobs, 
which is damaging for the econ- 
omy” said Mr Audas. 

He believes a mobile labour 
force is fundamental to a 
healthy economy because the 
most skilled candidates look for 
the best positions, leading to for 
creased productivity lower staff 
turnover and higher wages. 

Richard Gray, 21, lived at 
home while he took a second- 
class honours biochemistry de- 
gree at the University of 
Edinburgh, but was unable to 
find work in his chosen field 
near home. He did not want to 
move away from family and 
friends and so he took a £100- 
a -week job as a shelf stacker in 
an Edinburgh supermarket 
nine months ago. “A super- 
market is not ny first (iioice but 
it is the only place I have been 
able to get a job here," Mr 
Gray said. “I am prepared to 
wait for a chemistry-based job 
to come up here.” 

He has been offered degree- 
related jobs in the south of 
England, and a £20,000 research 
post in Manchester. “All my 
memories are tied up with Ed- 
inburgh," he said. “I fed my fu- 
ture lies here too. Money and a 
prestigious title do not matter 
to me. Why should I move?" 
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THE BRITISH Museum has ap- 
pointed k fanner investment 
banker as managing director in 
.an attempt to increase its in- 
come and stave off a financial 
'crisis/ Suzzmna Taverne win 
work alongside Robert Ander- 
son, the museum’s director. 

■ - The museum, among the 
xm>st pillar in the vvorid, re- 
ceives more than ax xnQBon vis- 
itors annuaBy but £600, 000 

mdonatioitS- 

Ms Taverae will have ulti- 
mate financial control and will 
take overthe role of account 
in& officer; a tide traditionary 
held by a . director and ac- 
countable to the Government 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 


Thepost has never before gone 
to someone with a financial 
background; traditionally an 
academic has been chosen. 

Her appointment comes 
after a report in 1996 said the 
museum was faangafmanrial 
crisis. Andrew Edwards, the 
author of the report and a for- 
mer deputy secretary at the 
Treasury said the museum 
would have to end its long- 
standing tradition of free ac- 
cess to the collection and 
warned that the British li- 
brary’s move from Blooms- 
bury to St Pan eras would 


deprive the museum of £3m a 
year in rental income. 

He found that the museum, 
which has been run on a tight 
budget since it was established 
in 1753, had no finance director 

«nrinni pialH^a<*rnamtarite nn 

its staff He predicted that it 
would accrue debts of millions 
of pounds unless it took radical 
derisions. The appointment of 
MsThverne, the daughter of the 
Liberal Democrat peer Lord 
'Ktverne, appears to be one of 
those radical decisions. 

A spokesman for the mu- 
seum said yesterday that 

man cimpmaMWAnN h ^ i typn 

made since the reoort and 


that Ms Taverne's appoint- 
ment was simply a question of 
strengthening the senior man- 
agement “We are in a much 
better position now and al- 
though we are not home and 
dry we are making big ef- 
forts,” he said. 

“Ms Ta verne will be re- 
sponsible for increasing our in- 
come and working alongside 
the director so that he can con- 
centrate on curatorial and 
scholarly matters." 

Mr Anderson sad yesterday 
that he was looking forward to 
working with Ms 'Raverne, with 
whom be will share equal pay 
and status. “She brings with 


her a new range of skills which 
will prove to be of great value 
as the museum develops its 
public service to a higher 
plane,” he said. 

Ms Ta verne said* “I will be 
looking to raise the museum’s 
income from the private sec- 
tor and also looking at what 
people spend on publications 
and in retail outlets, which 
also needs to increase. 

“The museum has very' 
large ambitions and I will be 
looking to see if they are doing 
as much as they can, and 
working in conjunction with the 
director to help it achieve 
those ambitions .” 


Blacks’ job hopes improve 


saved after outcry 


THE DISADVANTAGES faced 
by members of ethnic minori- 
ties in the jobs market could be 
(Hi the decline, according to new 
economic research. 

The optimistic conclusion of 
the latest study on the subject 
is that differences in job status 
among employees up to the 
age of 45 reflect almost entire- 
ty differences in their qualifi- 
cations rather than their ethnic 
origins. This contrasts with the 
experience of older employees, 
for whom befog non-white is one 
of the main explanations for fail- 
ing toclirab the careers ladder. 


By Diane Coyle 
E conomics Editor 


“Occupational inequality in 
Britain has increasingly be- 
come a matter of what you are 
rather than who you are. That 
is as it should be," said Vani 
Borooah, author of the report, 
presenting his results at the an- 
nual conference of the Royal 
Economic Society yesterday. 

Dr Borooah’s research ad- 
dressed two questions. One is 
how far lack of success is due to 
poor qualifications and other 
personal factors, and how much 


due simply to ethnic ori gin. The 
other is whether the pattern is 

changing 

Both region and qualifica- 
tions turned out to be important 
influences on career paths. In 
particular, living in London 
meant less disadvantage due to 
ethnic origin. Holding a de- 
gree also conferred a benefit 

Dr Borooah, a lecturer at the 
University of Ulster; concluded: 
“Younger blacks and Indians in 
full-time employment faced 
less disadvantage, relative to 
similarly qualified whites, than 
did their older counterparts.’’ 



LIBRARIES. HAVE won a re- 
prieve from closure after the 
threat of coart action and a 
massirepubte outcry . 

Last month, Chris Smith, 
fife Secretary of State for Cul- 
ture, wrote to 15 local councils 

thfgr 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 


# 

" -half 


which werec tMgk fe rio gdosiog 


fibrariesordrasticaByredocmg 
opening hours, that they could 
fare a fhP investigation. 

It is the first time since the 
1964 Libraries and Museums 
Act, which states that local au- 
thorities have a dnty to provide 
a comprehensive and efficient li- 
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KOSOVO 


CRISIS APPEAL 


I 

32-1 


to the past few days tans of thousands of refugees from 
Kosovo have crossed into Albania and Macedonia 
Many are frightened and traumatised. They face a bleak 
and uncertain future. 


SAVE 


LI 


The Red Cross is at the forefront erf the humanitarian 
response- Our focal networks and international 
expertise' enable ,ys to: distribute food, bedding and 
hygiene parcels. 


hrary service, that a Secretary 
of State has intervened to pre- 
vent councils from cutting their 
public library services. 

Hk intervention h gs fed to a 
U-tura in several councils’ plans. 
BamdeywhidiwasaK^dCTng 
dosing all 23 of its branch li- 
braries, said yesterday it had 
dosed three and had replaced 
them with a mobile service. 

A spokeswoman for Surrey 
County Coundl, which was said 
to have been planning to dose 
25 smaller branch libraries, 
said that none would now dose, 
and Brent, Lambeth, Islington 
and Haringey councils, all in 
London, have dropped or de- 
layed their plans for reducing 
library spending. 

However; Camden council 
is presang ahead with plans to 
dose three libraries, despite a 
public outcry and a campaign 
by London writers and celebri- 
ties. Joan BakeweQ. Deborah 

M hggarfi, T ton Elton and Har ry 

Enfield are among those who 
have complained about the 
plans to dose Kilburn, Belsize 
Park and Oiaflc Warm lihrari pg 

They have backed a formal 
complaint that is due to be de- 


livered to the Government later 
today and which, they hope, will 
lead to a formal inquiry forcing 
the council to find money to 
keep libraries open for longer 
hours, with a supply of new 
books and a request service. 

Yesterday regular users at 
Kilburn Library said its loss 
would be a huge blow. Marilyn 
Grant, a grandmother and chfld- 
minder; who was visiting the li- 
brary with four children, said 
libraries were a useful educa- 
tional tool for children. “They 
can play here and learn to re- 
spect books. If this doses and 
they have to go further afield, 
their parents may not hare the 
time to take them and they 
won’t be able to go on their own 
so they will lose out." she said 
Varsha Vyse, who goes to the 
library twice a week, said: “If 
this doses I wifi go to another 
library but it is not so convenient 
because I can walk here which 
is great with two small children. 
I will go far less often - perhaps 
only once every few weeks.” 

A Camden council spokes- 
man said the plan to dose the 
libraries was part of a campaign 
to improve local services. 
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Start a new TESSA now and you can have TWO 
tax-free savings accounts t for up to 5 years. 


The. Red Gross is acting in : its neutral and impartial 
capacity, to ttdp ail ■ victims of the Kosovo crisis. 
We iHpentiy need your donation' to ensure we can 
continue to provide this support. 


PflCflPj 

, iT „ 

\uonmt 

savL 


Br8dsh.Red Cross 


. ftegteivadCMadry ND 220949 


315 315 



lendose a dwquey^M^^order fpayable to British Red Cross) for 

□£ 250 * Q £50 . □ £30 ' Q £25 Other £ 

Or please ctebit nty Vtai/ Mwtefcard/Anie*/ Diners Qub/Switeh Card 
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Alligator spotted 
in Midlands lake 


Time is running out for TESSA. From 6th April 1 999, no new TESSAs can ^ .. 
be opened as the Government is introducing a new tax-free savings °Pt6 
account - the ISA, with a reduced tax-free entitlement. ® 


However, if you open a TESSA now, you can keep it when the ; 


ATCAXERSPORXSlakeataWest 
Midlands beauty spot was 
closed yesterday after aiders 
reported seeing an alligator 
devouring pike. 

The creature was spotted 
early yesterday and late, on 
Tuesday at the Swan Pool at 
Sandw^^lleyCountiyPark, 
West Bromwich, according to 
Sandweil Borough Council. 

A coundl spokesman said 
that six reported sightings ofan 
animal “ matohing thft descrip- 
tion of a crocodile or alligator” 
had been received. The 
spokesman saii “People have 
claimed to have seen it de- 
vouring pike and some fish 
have been spotted with lumps 
bitten out of them.” 

Officers from the- authority’s 
education and community ser- 
vice department cordoned off 
the pool, which is used exten- 
sively for fishing, sailing and 


By Matthew Cooper 


new ISAs are introduced and benefit from two tax-free accounts. • i 


other watersports. AH activities 
at the late have been cancelled 
while experts from the RSPCA 
and a Birmingham-based rep- 
tile rescue charity investigate 
fiie sightings. 

Geoff Lewis, Sandweil Bor- 
ough CountiTs leisure service 
committee chairman. said: “It 
is hard to imagine the mental- 
ity of people who would put 
something tike this into a pub- 
tic pool 

*We are doing everything 
within our power to protect 
public safety while we check out 
these reported sightings. 

“Our mam concern is that 
youngsters are on holiday and 
with forecasts of good weather 
for the weekend we can't afford 
to do anything other than treat 
this with the utmost serious- 
ness,'’ he said. 


And with a £10 minimum balance and a rate of 5.90% Gross 


p.a. /Gross AER,* your tax-free savings will grow even faster v 


with the Alliance & Leicester TESSA. 








Act now before your tax-free entitlement is reduced. 

For more information, call into your nearest Alliance It Leicester branch. 


For details of your nearest branch, call FREE on 


0800 412 214. 


Alliance 

Leicester 


Common sense in a crazy world 


TFi irr. fi April ■■ 


. .... .- *,tuuni ■ ■>»» Tw 14 . or U» I*** ?W0 Ui jofand Cl OWiwchyrar IKrf.-j.n-. 

- “ 4iiw . . cr«v- f. .1 -Cunt MR M l«n NUKf. ana nr# TESSA, Thr AEP ■ r -r cutlracui rjtp J pud and 


on sn ajwi.ui rj'i. in-,. 1/1 

H. xr. ifij-t -Oij.il .nj»- ' I ► 


jf*o>ur.: r, I* ij : .- ■■ f-- .ir. 1 

**•2 LLrff[iT.ri#ni n 
tn 'tit obc hi- rhirn'. &.mr. " m - j 
LCirij.in pr jr». * 11 - . .1 r„ i .„ 

1 1 .1 . . 1 - .Ji... ■ ■ ■ 

AJIu-i.p.% L-up> pi. 


. ft. Mrr.iiTn.r-i nr.-tmiwiT r. £10 Rott-i aw tarvev he tuU Inrov ana -jurfii'dA*. fart up a 1-aS»! at .car witm b»*xh. A TESSA mar br 

ip.11 a>n Jivr H 1W «oh Ati»vw:<- ti te<rst« Of an* ofwr .n.UiufO" o 1 '*' ’lun on- «-l malurr at b<* fleneri Atam th.- 

. .* Mil ( .r, . .Jip .4 Alpcn ™n b* JI lf.ui im pqun urra al irr WW W3 S. rulila* p<t. AoSc. Kmona! pk. VWotwKh pfc. Ntmtwn f<xt pjc 

. ..J f-qun.jk.nl IISVA Ih.- oilujo.i.-- cjJcuWam c0 [tip jvnjqc coc-. not ap(3t« » of uvkiclr an tpfcaJ ptnmc'uOfud luud m onf-ott ralet o!t«Kl 

..•I r- . 41 . uLiti rt im 4 -Dii. Iu\k liiu TTiS* mou t* aprvC j: oof c; cmV tfatwnni bett'f clo-.f ol on 3 Apnt I>M9. Ftf that tlw Jollcwny 

> ..., ,.ri. Pi,-. j.wi, V.-tofu. C'xrthuf n Vf«-*t Alkance il Iw.'f'tP C*. RMWeiftJ Ot.'ici' A9 Pork Ur.», london IV! 1 Ccmpony Pjs 

-* . " s-.r.l f.,. Juir.t 1.. thr Bj.a-.ui ». t :o<!- Mfrnbar fU th* Rt.'Mi Eanien Aiiot.iuon i* t^eanf. and training puipnvn fslli bPNWf' t«, u jf-d 

... I- >• -.o-’l mr-mlu.f,! Mlp;* MMW -SKufifc CD. uk 


TO fi ( . 











oq » a » ma 5Q a. * ,a 5S 3 S.S es 3g‘R | ffli^'P 


8 / 




Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DON’T LIKE 




When you have a problem, it’s the most 
natural thing in the world to want to talk it 
through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates another 
problem: who’s the best person to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close friend. 
But let’s face it, we don’t always choose our 
friends for their amazing powers of tact, diplo- 
macy and discretion. Tell one person, and you 
may end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able to talk to 
someone in your family. Then again, you may be one 
of the large number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, great. 
But sometimes we don’t want to expose our 


That’s where The Samaritans can be useful. 
We’re more discreet than your best mate, 
we’ll listen as carefully as your girlfriend or 
boyfriend, and we’re as sympathetic as your 
family. We’re also non-judgemental, unshockable, 
and extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, and 
you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org or visit 
our homepage at www.samaritans.org. We’re 
available 24 hours a day, every day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing up the 
walls before you call us - any kind of problem, big 
or small, is a good enough reason to pick up the 
phone. 

Call now. You’ll find we’re remarkably easy 
to talk to. 
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Today, two million will be better paid 


THE FIRST national minimum 
wage in British history will be 
introduced today amid de- 
mands that it should be raised 
by more than 25 per cent 

It is now be illegal for any or- 
ganisation to pay employees 
aged 22. and over less than 
£3.60 an horn; but the country's 
biggest union and the Labour 
Party’s Largest single financial 

backer are nailing for a mini - 

mum wage of £5. 

The Trade and Industry min- 
ister Ian McCartney described 
the law as a “massive step for- 
ward” for the low-paid “it will 
be a real plus for two million 

people. Another phis is that so 
many employers support it*. Mr 
McCartney knows that was not 
always the case. He was sacked 
on the spot from his job as a 
young chef at a hotel near Glas- 
gow when be asked for an extra 
£1 on his £7.35-a-week wage. 

Some unions are still un- 
happy, however. A motion 
tabled for the annual confer- 
ence of Unison, the public ser- 
vice union with 1.4 million 
members, says the new statu- 
tory wage “makes a mockery” 
of the principle of a national 
minimum wage and fhpf the 
rate would “perpetuate pover- 
ty”. A proposition tabled by 
Unison’s national executive in- 
sists the rate should be struck 
at half male median earnin gs, 
which it rounds up to £5. 

The union’s executive also 
declares its opposition to “dis- 
criminatory” rates for young 
people. A rate of £3 applies to 
those aged IS to 21 and the law 
does not apply to under-iss. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, gen- 
eral secretary of Unison, said 
his organisation would be 
pressing ahead with a “living 
Wage” rally in Newcastle on 10 
April in protest at the £3^0 flow: 
He said the law would not cure 
the “blight” of low pay. 

The GMB general union 
pointed out that most employ- 
ers were ignoring the differen- 
tial pay rate for young people. 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

Both McDonald’s and Burger 
Eng, which have come under 
fire for allegedly exploiting 
youngsters, are paying the full 
adult rate to all employees. 

The Labour Research De- 
partment has found few large 
firms that will be pay younger 
staff less- . Forte, the hotel 
group, is ah exception, paying 
£3.30 for employees aged 18 to 

2L Poundstre tehee, the dis- 
count store, confirms that the 
under-22s will receive less than 
£3.60, toe department said. 

Stuart Chfiton, spokesperson 
for the GMB young members’ 
section, welcomed McDonald’s 
decision to disregard toe lower 
minimum He the 60 pence 

an hour amounted to £24 a 
week and was “vital” to the bud- 
gets of young staff. The Low 
Rfy Omunisaon, which had ad- 
vised the Government on the 
rate, had been wrong to en- 
courage “age discrimination”. 

Official figures show that 
more than two million workers 
are likely to have pay increas- 
es because of the new law, but 
many employers have uprated 
wage rates well ahead of today. 

Pub chains, charities, cine- 
mas and manufacturing firms 
are among employers that have 
increased pay to comply with 
the legislation, according to 
Income Data Services (IDS) in 
a report published yesterday 

llie research group believes 
there is little evidence that toe 
wage requirement will hit em- 
ployment Jobs in toe service 
sector seen as most vulnerable, 
continue to increase, with 
100,000 new positions in hotels 
and restaurants in toe past 
yean IDS reports. 

The findings conflict with 
toe results of research con- 
ducted by Business Strategies, 
which predict that the mini - 
mum wage would cost more 
than 10,000 jobs in the South- 
east over the next two to three 



Hard times in 
low-wage region 


Marion Holden, of the Sea & Horses guesthouse: ‘Tourism is down, so I can’t raise my room rates’ PaidArmiger 

years. The stiufy asserts that 
where employers are not al- 
ready paying the minimum 
wage, its implementation and 
“knock-on” effects would force 
firms to reduce profits or in- 
crease prices. Either option 
would eventually lead to the 
employment of fewer people. 


EYEBROWS WERE raised at 
the Jobcentre in Redruth, 
Cornwall, yesterday. The posi- 
tions advertised were all at or 
above £3.60 an hour; a rarity for 
Britain’s lowest-paid county. 

They were accompanied by a 

notice saying that from today 
only jobs paying the new mini- 
mum wage would be posted. 
Cornwall’s jobless have been 
used to houriy rates as low as £2. 

One man on the Govern- 
ment’s New Deal programme 
was too scared to give his name 
in case potential employers 
saw his comments and 
changed their minds about hir- 
ing him. “Work has become so 
precious down here that no 
one is willing to risk anything. 
You have to be a lapdog, you 
have to do exactly what people 
tell you or you lose out on the 
smallest of job opportunities.” 

The local jobless rate is 
about 7 per cent, well above the 
national average. A report by 
the business analysts Dun and 
Bradsfreet found the number of 
businesses foiling in the South- 
west within the first three 
months increased in the past 
year from 973 to 1,365. Anoth- 
er 99 people joined the St 
Austell dole queue when a fac- 
tory making shirts for Marks & 
Spencer laid them off And if fur- 
ther proof were needed, the 
county has just been granted 
“Objective One" status, classi- 


BY MATTHEW BRACE 

tying it as one of toe poorest 
areas in the European Union. 

Nigel Costly, regional secre- 
tary of toe South-west TUC, 
said: “There have been some 
shocking rates of pay. Some re- 
tail workers are still being paid 
0 an hour picking cauliflowers 
only pays about £1.40, and we 
found a nights hift worker get- 
ting £15 for a seven-hour shift" 

Stephanie, 24, who has two 
children, is living on the bread- 
line. “I earn £2 an hour clean- 
ing families’ houses. The 
minimum wage means nothing 
to me - these famili es say 
they’ll only put my money up to 
£2.25. They can always get 
someone else in for even less.” 

Louise Southwell, 26, a grad- 
uate, is struggling to pay off a 
£10,000 college debt on a salary 
of £&500. “The minimum wage 
is long overdue but I think 
there could be a lot of pressure 
on people from employers to. 
keep quiet or lose their jobs,” 
she said. 

Times are also tough for 
employers. Marion Holden, 
landlady of a Penzance guest- 
house, said: “Tm not against the 
minimum wage in principle, 
but it is very hard for the em- 
ployer. Tourism is down, every- 
one is going abroad, so I cant 
offset that cost by raising my 
room rates.” 


NHS facing £40m 
payout to women 



Link 


by barbie Clement 

HUNDREDS OF thousands of 
women workers stand to ben- 
efit from a landmark case in 
which female health staff have 
been awarded compensation 
for being denied access to a 
bonus scheme. 

Hie case, involving Hartle- 
pool and East Durham NHS 
Irirst, will put pressure on em- 
ployers to ensure that women 
who undertake work of equal 
value to men should also have 
access to extra payments. 

Officials at the GMB gener- 
al union beheve the settlement 
covering 200 domestic and 
catering staff could lead to 
some 50,000 health service 
workers receiving lump sums 
and wage rises costing the 
NHS up to £40m. • 

But the case will have im- 
plications for toe whole of 
British, industry where jobs oc- 
cupied predominantly ’by 
women are routinely excluded 
from bonus arrangements. 

More than 200 women, at 
the trust will receive compen- 
sation of up to £3,000 and pay 

rises of up to 11 per cent as part 
of an out-of-court settlement 

The womenestahEshed they 
were domgjobs of equal value to 
their predominantly male col- 



EmjJty Wallen ^No-win 
situation for nianagpi^ p pf 

leagues wiw work as praters, but 
that they were earning up to 
ll per cent less because they 
were not paid bonuses. 

Brian Stratton of toe GMB 
said the case had national im- 
pUrations, and the union would 
be working to dose pay gaps in 
other trusts. "Where we can, we 
will negotiate to secure equal 
pay” he said. “Where we can- 
not bargain for equality we wiH 
have no hesitation in pursuing 
other tribunal claims.” Other 
cases are in the pipeline in- 
volving NHS trusts at Glas- 
gow, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Doncaster; Leeds and Airedale 

Derek Cattail, toe GMB of- 
ficer who negotiated the agree- 
ment, described it as historic. 


He said: “There is a forgotten 
Cmdo’eHa army of NHS work- 
ers who are largely ignored and 
have been consistently dis- 
criminated against by the man- 
agement of toe health service.” 
One of the bendksaries of 
the agreement, Emily Waller, a 
chefat Hartlepool General Hos- 
pital, said: “We argued that 
our work is of equal value so we 
should get the [bonus] money 
as well. At first the manage- 
ment said no. but they realised 
they were in a no-win situa tion 
so they started to make offers. 
They w ere stunned when they 
realised how muds it was going 
to cost them. Hopefully this will 
now open toe floodgates for 
workers in other NHS trusts." 

Mrs Wa&ei; 56, who earns £5 
an hour, estimated that work- 
ers would receive pay rises of 
between £9 and £18 a week, 
which could add as much as 
£400,000 to the trust’s pay bill 
Ian Palfreeman, head of 
human resources at the Hartle- 
pool and East Durham trust, 
said the deal which comes into 
fbree today, would be self- 
financing through increased 
productivity and no money 
would be diverted from patient 
care. The trust was committed 
to equal opportunities and was 
happy to conclude the deaL 
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Changes in care may 
end ‘postcode lottery’ 


WOMEN- WITH ovarian cancer 
are Hkefytobe among the first 
beneficiaries of a series of 
changes to the NHS. 

Yesterday marked toe end of 
GP fundholdmg and toebegin- 
ning of a huge transfer of power 

aixlresourcesfrombospMsto 

femflydbetors,^ baclfed by'a se- 
ries of measures designed to bh. 
crease quality in toe NHS. 

Thenwsthnpbrtate 
fe toe National Institute of Clin- 
ical Excellence (Nice), a na- 
tional agency introduced to 
appraise new treatments and 
ensure those that are valuable 
are spread around the NHS. 
TaxoLtKe drug for advanced 
ovarian cancer that has been 
tfaefocus of allegations of “post- - 
code prescribing”, is expected 
to be oneof the first to be icon- 
sidered by the agency. ' ■ . 

Ministers have said they 
expect Nice to give > big nod” 
to Taxol, which some- health 


By Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 

authorities have refused to 
snppfy because of its £6,000-a- 
year cost per patient The 
drug has been shown in trials 
to extend survival by 12 
months Patients in neigh- 
bouring streets but differing 
health authorities have found 
while one has got it free on the 
NHS, the other has had to pay 
for it, exposing local inequali- 
ties in provision. 

- Nice,whidiisae^ectedto 

issue fe first gmdance in the au- 
tumn, will look at the cost as 
wefl as the effectiveness of new 
treatments and surgical tech- 
niques and is seen by doctors 
as a tool for rationing NHS 
care. Ann Widdecombe, shad- 
ow Health Secretary said its 
principal aim would be to con- 
trol costs. But Frank Dobson, 
the Secretary of State for 


Health, scud that for the first 
time, doctors in the NES would 
be given authoritative advice on 
the best treatments. 

“It will bring an end to a sit- 
uation where adjacent health 
authorities look at different ev- 
idence in different ways and 
come to different conclusions,” 
Mr Dobson said 

Quality of care will also be 
monitored by the new Com- 
mission for Health Improve- 
ment, an NHS inspectorate 
that will ensure hospitals are 


leal governance” - checking 
standards of care and identify- 
ing poor doctors. 

TTie higgest cha n ge, howev- 
er; is the abolition of GP fund- 
holding and its replacement 
by 481 “primary care groups” 
-local groups of GI^ and nurs- 
es - who will have responsibil- 
ity for spending 90 per cent of 
toe NHfTs resources. 
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ONE 2 ONE PRECEPT 100 FEATURES: 

• Local peak calls only 5p per minute 
(Monday - Friday 7am -7pm) A 

• 100 minutes of calls every month for only £25 

• FREE VoiceMail retrieval 

• FREE second priority line, allows important calls 
to get through 

k ERICSSON EFR COMPATIBLE 
ONE 2 ONE DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• EFR is the latest digital sound technology - 
it makes calls as clear as your home phone line 
• 199 name and number memory 
• Send and receive short text messages 
• Up to 210 minutes talktime/ 

48 hours standby 

Was £49.99* fm, LINK 

SAVE £10* -M ■ ■ _ „ 


£ 39.99 

Plus £35 for Connection 


I BRITAIN’S 

I BIGGEST CHOICE 

IMPARTIAL 
EXPERT ADVICE 

UNBEATABLE 

PRICES 

Over 50 mobiles 

We will help you choose 
the right network, tariff 
and handset 

You won't Find 
a better price* 


OVER 170 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 


Freephone 0500 222 666 
for your nearest store 
or to order direct 


THE EASY ROUTE TO THE RIGHT MOBILE 


'M ,-o-j cu- , :o vi ••• , >v J Orw Moniniy tanrf Line rental starts Irom El’ SO per monlA. 
,o<j I'-ifl f-iiii. ir-r i.i.-oa- .-h- iov' »> a total stare .tilhin 7 ifars. «t *Ui rotund the tJiflerente. 

*• 1 V .J -. •. III." . Il-tl I. W nil Jiid SufLinl numbiH Ask iriltoir f'H oeld'ls. 

Connection to monue pnones is suoiec: to status. A deposit may Be required. Asm in-store lor details. 
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Finesse £ 7 , 650 +, Zetec £ 8 , 600 + LX £ 8 , 750 + & Ghia £ 10 , 450 + 

*Ford Fiestas built before Feb 22nd 1999 
• 0% finance • 8.9% APR on 0jfoot*4 • 8.9% APR Conditional sale 

plus one years free insurance 
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Subject to availability. Some models in limited supply. Savings based on January 4th 1999 on the road prices as follows. +Fiesta 1.3 3 door Finesse was 
£8,550; Fiesta 1.25 3 door Zetec was £9,550; Fiesta 1.25 3 door LX was £10,050; Fiesta 1.25 5 door Ghia was £12,050. 12 months free insurance and 0% APR 
finance (minimum 50% deposit), subject to conditions. Finance and insurance subject to status. Guarantees/indemnities may be required. Written quotations 
available on request. Freepost FCE Bank PLC'. The vehicle shown is a Fiesta Zetec 3 door with optional metallic paint. On the road April Sale price £8,850 
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A trailer-park sign outside the New Mexico home of David Parker Ray (top right) and his alleged accomplice Cindy Lea Hendy (below), who 
are accased of kidnapping and rape. FBI agents believe they are investigating a case of serial torture and possibly murder AP 

Police hunt for bodies 
in US sex-torture case 


A NAKED young woman ran for 
her life down a lonely road in 
New Mexico with a padlocked 
collar around her nett She told 
police she had been abducted 
by a couptem a trailer park, tor- 
tured with bizarre electrical 
and medical instruments for 
three days and subjected to sex- 
ual humiliation «nii rape. 

yesterday, nearly 100 FBI 
: agents were at work in three dif- 
ferent states uncovering what 
they believe is a case of serial 
torture, andpossibfymurttei; on 
a horrifying scale. David Park- 
er Bay and his girlfriend Cindy 
Lea Hendy who are in custody 
yrndinglwfl of $lm each, have 
been interrogated by police in- 
vestigators and no fewer than 
tireebehariouralexpertsinan 
efort to discover the extent of 
tieir alleged crimes. 

“It has natinn al im pfiratjonK. 


BY ANDREW GUMBEL 
in Los Angeles 

We literally have 100 leads 
and 1.000 pieces of evidence. 
This investigation is expanded 
throughout tiie country” the di- 
rector of the New Mexico De- 
partment of Public Safety, 
Darren White, told a news 
briefing in the small tourist 
town of Thith or Consequences, 
now the nerve centre of the po- 
lice operation. 

Mr Ray a 59-year-old me- 
chanic with the state parte de- 
partment, and Ms Hendy, 39, 
were originally held on 12 
charges including kidnapping 
criminal sexual penetration 
and conspiracy but this week 
state prosecutors laid another 
25 charges, relating to an attack 
on at least one other woman. 

FBI and local police are 


seeking to link them to crimes 
in Phoenix and Tucson in Ari- 
zona, El Faso and Victoria in 
Texas, and Juarez, Mexico. Of- 
ficials have been reluctant to re- 
lease details of the wider 
investigation for fear of jeop- 
ardising the case. 

The woman aged 22 who 
ran naked down the road in Ele- 
phant Butte, the small com- 
munity near Truth or 
Consequences where the sus- 
pects lived, was found with 
aits, bruises and bumps on her 
head.' wells ohF her bark and 
small puncture wounds on her 
breasts. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, the woman was 
lured inside the camper van of 
Mr Ray and Ms Hendy after an 
introduction by a mutual ac- 
quaintance. Mr Ray flashed a 
badge at her and said she was 


under arrest for prostitution. 
She was then handcuffed, dri- 
ven bad: to the couple's trail- 
er and bound to a bed. She was 
tied up, hung from the ceiling, 
whipped, given electric shocks 
via electrodes attached to her 
breasts, threatened with a re- 
volve:; raped and molested with 
sexual and medical objects. 

She told police she escaped 
on the third day of her ordeal 
by striking Ms Hendy in the 
head with an ice-pick. 

The police quickly swooped 
on the trailer, arrested Mr Ray 
and Ms Hendy. and found an as- 
sortment of torture devices as 
well as videos, which they said 
depicted the couple committing 
various crimes. They did not 
elaborate. 

Earlier this week a second 
woman came forward, saying 
she had been subjected to sim- 


ilar torture over five day's in 
February. She had visited the 
trailer to pick up some cake mix 
only to be stripped, bound and 
assaulted. She managed to ne- 
gotiate her own release. 

The case has stunned the 
local community, a quiet moun- 
tain region 150 miles south of 
.Albuquerque. Over the week- 
end. there was talk of bones 
buried beneath the suspect 
couple s trailer but these 
turned out to be animaL not 
human, remains. 

Police also scotched a ru- 
mour that a dozen bodies had 
been dredged out of Elephant 
Butte lake. 

Friends of the couple have 
suggested they mutilated or 
killed up to six people. One said 
Ms Hendy went along with the 
crimes because they gave her 
an ■adrenalin rush". 


Couple gives up test-tube twin 


IN THE LATEST twist to an 
astonishing test-tube baby 
cases New Tfork woman who 
gave birth three months ago to 
twin keys of <fifferent colours- 
one vhite, one black - has 
agreed to give up the black cfafld 
because she is not his biologi- 
cal nuZhec 

“We are giving him up be- 
causewkw him,” said Donna 
Fasano, 37, in a statement 
issued fcrodgb her lawyer 

Geneicalfy, the boy is the 
child of Deborah Perry-FLogere 

and Hobart Rogers, who are 
black and share his DNA. Ms 
Fasano gave birth to the 


mistakes at a Manhattan fer- 


BY DAVID USBOBNE 
in New York 

tility dime. Hie drama began on 
24 April Iasi year at the clinic 
of Dr Lillian Nash, when both 
Ms Fasano and Ms Perry- 
Rogers checked in for embryo 
implantations. What followed 
might be seen as a parable for 
what can go wrong when man 
interferes in the natural course 
of human reproduction. 

As best as can be deter- 
mined - the case is currently 
under investigation by the state 
of Newark- there was a mix- 
up in embryos. Eggs had pre- 
viously been extracted from 
both women. They were then 


fertilised m vitro by their 
respective husbands in prepa- 
ration for implantation in the 
uterus. The procedure is fairly 
common for couples having 
trouble with conceiving. 

Somehow the eggs implant- 
ed in Ms Fasano included some 
of her own and some from the 
Perry-Rogers batch. Ms Perry- 
Rogers did not become preg- 
nant after the procedure. But 
an flmninppntes is examination 
of Ms Fasano some weeks later 
revealed the unexpected prob- 
lem: she was carrying twins, 
they seemed healthy; but their 
genetics were entirely different. 

The Fhsanos knew nothing 
of their black baby’s real par- 


ents and. after the delivery last 
December, proceeded to raise 
both boys as their own. 

“Both of these boys are 
beautiful," said Ivan Tantleff 
Ms Fasano’s lawyer. "They sit 
in the swing together They sit 
in the tub together." 

It was only two weeks ago. 
when the Rogers filed a lawsuit 
against Dr Nash and her clinic, 
that the identity of the child's 
genetic parents became known. 

The decision to surrender 
the boy has been wrenching for 
Ms Fasano, who this week has 
been attempting to evade 
media attentions. “This wasn’t 
my doing," she said. “People 
with infertility problems should 


be able to go to their doctors 
and trust them to do the right 
thing. Tb them it may be a job: 
to me it's my life." 

Though there is heartbreak 
all around, what has happened 
has also been a miracle. The 
Rogers were still unable to 
reproduce even with the dime's 
help. Thanks io human error - 
and thanks to the unwitting help 
of Ms Fasano - they will now- 
have a child. 

Lawyers said that the black 
couple harboured no ill-feelings 
toward Ms Fasano and said 
they expected visiting rights to 
be arranged so that the twins 
will be able to maintain contact 
with one another 


i In Brief 

Members finafly ratify EU treaty 

the AMSTERDAM H'eaty, the European Union's new 
hag finally been ratified by aD 15 EU 
countries akl will come into force on 1 May. It has taken 
more than a year for all EU national parliaments to ratify 
the new treaty, which amends the 1957 founding treaty of 
Rome by liftmg internal border controls. 

Lift-off for Berlin’s new airport 

PLANS FOR a new airport in Berlin won government ap- 
pw^yesterdw; Germany plans to shut two of Berlin's 
airports - Teg^and Tempelhof- and consolidate air traffic 
into a singe hub at Schoenefeld, which it will expand at a 
costofTbflBanjMrte (£2.4hn). ... 

VHIagersWne couple to death 

MURDER CTWJ&ES have hem filed against 15 villagers 
accused of stabling and stoning to death a young couple 
in thenortbem Indian state of Haryana. The couple had 
run away together and refused to disavow their ties. They 
were kflfed on Tuesday and their txxfies qranated. 

Five massacred In gang war 

THREEmasked kfflersshot five men lunching in a 
Ware^restaurant yesterday in what police called the . 
pjyg worst gan g W a r- m ass mur der- The victims included 
. powered criminal kingpins The killers escaped. 

Section of trade head postponed 

ENVOYS TO the Wbrid*&ade Organisation suspended the 
election ofa new dratorigeneral until nest week. Envoys 

were toki there were ^safous cfiSSculties” m securing the 

post for either erf the two main candidates. 


Barak inches ahead in 
battle with Netanyahu 


By eric Silver 
in Jerusalem 

ISRAEL GOES to the polls on 
May 17 with a record six can- 
didates for prime minister and 
33 parties - including Greens, 
Pensioners and “Puma Rosen- 
Wum", a women’s rights party 
led by a former beauty queen 
of that name - fighting for 120 
Knesset seats. 

When nominations dosed 
at midnight on Tuesday, the 
prime ministerial challengers 
included a fnst Arab contender, 
Azmi Bishara, who is an icon- 
oclastic philosophy professor 
and staunch Palestinian na- 
tionalist, and Yosef Bagad, an 
eccentric, chauvinist rabbi, nei- 
ther of whom has any chance. 
Of the four credible candidates, 
opinion polls suggest neither 
Yitzhak Mordechai, of the new 
Centre Party, nor the far right’s 
Benny Begin will win more 
than 20 per cent of the vote. 




wr 






Ehud Barak (left) is the strong Labour challenger 
to Benjamin Netanyahu, the Likud Prime Minister 


It looks likely to be a contest 
between the Likud incumbent. 
Benjamin Netanyahu, and the 
Labour challenger, Ehud 
Barak, though they may have 
to go to a second round on June 
1 if neither tops 50 per cent first 
time. 

Polls point to a tight finish, 
with Mr Barak inching ahead. 


Mr Netanyahu's campaign 
has failed to lift off. His party is 
short of money. A week after Mr 
Barak launched his bid. the 
Likud has not yet held an open- 
ing rally. 

The party's prospects do 
not look good The latest polls 
give Likud 2» seats, compared 
with the 32 won in 1996. 


THINKING 

OF BUYING 
AN UPRIGHT 



THINK 

AGAIN! 




SUCTION CONTROL & 
BRUSHES ON/OFF SWITCH 


HEIGHT ADJUSTABLE 
TELESCOPIC TUBE 







THE BRUSHING ACTION 
OF AN UPRIGHT 
THE POWER AND CONVENIENCE 
OF A CYLINDER 


Does . your old upright struggle to clean under lbs 
bed? Do you have difficulty in vacuuming the stairs? 
Then v.-nv not choose The Revolution from Micro? 
Like an upright, it has an electrically driven power 
brush which can be switched cn or off for thorough 
dealing of di types of carpet. Like a cylinder, it can 
nip up the stairs and duck under furniture, or even co 
out :c the garage ro valet the car. It has powerful 
suction with controls c* your finger-tips cn the handle, 
and cn-boa-d tools to tackle upholstery end 
awkward corners, Y&o can even adjust fne suction 
tube ro exactly the right height for you - ana you can't 
do THAT with an upright! 


TEST THE 
REVOLUTION 
AND YOU CAN 

WIN 

UP TO 

£2000 

0FMIELE PRODUCTS 


Miele 

Anything else is a compromise 


INFORMATION 01235 554455 BROCHURES 01235 554488 

Available from Currys, John Lewis, House of Fraser, Powerhouse, Electricity Plus, Harrods 
Selfridges and most leading electrical retailers. 
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A new nation 


is born in the 


frozen north 


By David Usborne 


SCO miles 


NUNAVUT 




THINK YOU know your North 
American geography? This 
morning, you may have some 
catching up to do. At midnight 
last night, a new territory was 
bom in Canada's northern- 
most reaches. It is called 
Nunavut and it is very large - 
about the size of Western 
Europe or ten times bigger 
than Britain. 

But there are only 27,000 
souls in this vast land of rocky 
outcrops and frozen tundra 
that stretches from Baffin 
Island in the Atlantic to Melville 
Island in the Beaufort Sea. Its 
28 settlements, including the 
capital, Iqaluit, overlooking 
Frobisher Bay, all have to be 
readied by air- beyond them 
there are only 12 miles of road. 

Nunavut, however, is signif- 
icant for reasons other than 
size. Its creation is a bold 
experiment in returning both a 
measure of autonomy and of 
dignity to an aboriginal race 
that for generations has seen 
little of either Four out of five 
of its residents are Inuit, for- 
merly known as Eskimos. 
While still inside the Canadian 
federal system, the territory, 
from today, will have a parlia- 
ment and its own government 
Hence its name. In the limit lan- 
guage, Inuktitut, Nunavut 
means “Our Land". 

It is change, moreover, that 
is kindlin g excitement in the 
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hearts of aboriginal peoples 
around the world, from the 
Maori of New Zealand to the 
Mohawk of New York. All will be 
watching dosely to see how the 
Inuit manage their new free- 
doms in circumstances that 
will be far from forgiving. 
Nunavut is not just cold, its Inuit 
population struggles with some 
of the harshest socio-economic 
problems in Canada. 

Already, it is a transition 
that arouses admiring aston- 
ishment The creation of 
Nunavut comes after 15 years 
of talks and not one act of vio- 
lence. Quebec’s struggles with 
Anglophone Canada have 
lasted longer yielding little fruit 
and much aggravation. 

The last time Canada saw 
such a redrawing of its bound- 
aries was on this day 50 years 


ago, when Newfoundland elect- 
ed to become the 10th Canadi- 


an province. 

Carved out from the eastern 
half of the already-existing 
Northwest 'territories, Nunavut 
is essentially a gesture of com- 
pensation to the Inuit for the 
years of interference from the 
white man. For centuries, the 
Inuit, who migrated east from 
Alaska about L000 years ago, 
were able to continue tbeir com- 
pletely nomadic life, hunting 
and living in tents and igloos. 
From the fifties, however; the 
Canadian government forced 
the Inuit into permanent set- 
tlements and obliged their chil- 
dren to attend Christian 
schools. Mary were taken away 
from their families . 

What is left is a race 
brought low by social problems 



Bloody 
end to 
Uzbek 
hijack 


BY TIMOFEI ZHUKOV 
in Tashkent 


Paul Oafclik, the Prime Minister of Nunavut in northern Canada, demonstrating his sledging skills AFP 


handed across from the in- 
vaders. Alcohol and drug 
abuse are rampant, the suicide 
rate is six times Canada's 
national average and unem- 
ployment is about 30 per cent 
Moreover; scope for economic 
improvement is narrow. Op- 
tions include eco-tourism and 
possible deals for seal-fur 
export 

The principal concern of the 


Inuit in demanding their own 
territory was the restoration of 
their culture before it was oblit- 
erated entirely. 

Inuktitut for example, will 
again be taught to children in 
the territory's school The only 
challenge will be finding 
enough people to teach it 

Celebrations were expected 
to last all day in Iqaltrit with tra- 
ditional throat singing and Cari- 


bou roasts. The city, where few 
roads have names and recent 
warm weather has turned 
pavements to mud, has for the 
past few days been coping with 
an invasion of media from 
around the world. The town has 
no traffic lights, but boasts two 
tanning salons, a sports club 
and a weekly newspaper: 

Inuit leaders, however, are 
wary of raising expectations too 


hi gh -You're trying to catch a 
bear for the first time and you 
wonder; ‘How am 1 going to do 
this? '” said Peter Ernerk, who 
will be a deputy minister in the 
new government 

Mr Ernerk worries that the 
Inuit are going through 
changes at a pace that is hard 
to handle. •'We've come from 
the igloo to the high-rise in a 
very short time." 


Human death toll rises despite slaughter of pigs 


THE SLAUGHTER of more than 
a million pigs continued yes- 
terday, as five more people 
died of swine-bonie viruses that 
have claimed 76 lives and ru- 
ined farmers in Malaysia. 

Like nearly all the previous 
victims, the latest casualties 
were pig fanners from the cen- 
tral state of Negeri Sembdan, 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 


where two separate viruses 
have created panic in a coun- 
try still recovering from the ef- 
fects of the Asian economic 
crisis. Earlier this week, 
Malaysian cabinet ministers 
suggested that “foreign ele- 
ments” had engineered the 


epidemics in an attempt to sab- 
otage Malaysia's economy. 

Tlie government has dis- 
patched soldiers and police in 
plastic body suits to extermi- 
nate 1.3 million pigs to prevent 
the viruses spreading. But in 
the past 12 days, shooting has 
killed fewer than 200,000, 
prompting the government to 


consider electrocution or 
gassing to speed the process. 

The deaths are believed to 
have been caused by Japanese 
encephalitis, and a new strain 
of the Hendra virus. En- 
cephalitis is harboured by pigs, 
and passed on to humans via 
the Culex mosquito. But blood 
samples analysed in the US 


have shown infection by the 
Hendra virus, which is said to 
be transmitted through direct 
contact with the blood, urine or 
faeces of infected swine. 

Victims of both viruses suf- 
fer aches and high fever lead- 
ing, when untreated, to coma, 
brain inflammation and death. 

The outbreak has devastat- 


ed the country's $400m t£240m> 
pork industry, which employs 
300,000 people. 

The situation is complicated 
by the ambiguous position that 
pigs occupy in Malaysia. The in- 
dustry is dominated by ethnic 
Chinese, who eat a lot of pork. 
But to Muslim Malays, the ma- 
jority, the pig is an unclean an- 


imal. Scenes featuring pigs are 
sometimes censored from firms 
and television. 

Some Muslims have refused 
to have injections against en- 
cephalitis, believing that the 
vaccine contains pig-derived 
products. Muslim scholars 
have tried toreassure them that 
the vaccinations are acceptable. 


POLICE IN Uzbekistan stormed 
a hijacked bus yesterday in an . 
operation that killed two 
hostages, four police officers 
and three armed hijackers, of- 
ficials said. 

There were at least 24 pas- 
sengers aboard the bus, which 
was travelling from the dty of 
Khoresm in the south of the. 
country to the capital, 
Tashkent when five unidenti- 
fied g unm en seized it on Ides- j 
day night The gunmen then 
contacted the authorities and ' 
demanded the release of feUow;- 
militants, who had been 
charged over a spate of car 
bombings outside government 
buildings in Tashkent last 
month that killed 15 people f 

Special security troops 
stopped the bus near the town 
of Sarimoi-Chu yesterday, and 
tried to seize the hijackers. 
Two passengers were killed, as 
were three security troops, one 
traffic policeman and three of 
the gunmen, a statement by the 
prosecutor-general said. One 
gunmen was arrested but the 
statement did not give the 
whereabouts of the fifth. 

The Uzbek President, Islam 
Karimov, blamed last month's 
bombin gs on Islamic extrem- 
ists. Police have arrested a 
dozen suspects in Uzbekistan 
and two other- former Soviet 
republics, Ukraine and Kaza- 
khstan. Mr Karimov is, like 
most Uzbeks , a Muslim. How- 
ever; his insistence on keeping 
tee country secular has put him 
at odds with fundamentalist 
Islamic groups. 

The bus hijacking came 
hours after a police clash on 
Tuesday with a group of gun- 
men suspected of involvement 
in the bombings. 

A resident of an apartment 
building in Tashkent told police 
about a group of men living in 
the block who resembled police 
sketches of the suspected 
bombers. When police visited 
tee flat in question, its occu- 
pants opened fire, badly wound- 
ing an officer. Three gunmen 
were killed in tee ensuing gun 
battle, and another three, police 
said, blew themselves up using 
their own explosives. (AP) 
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Religious strife wakes 
ghost of Nenek Luhu 


John Ward (right) indicating for tee court where his daughter’s vehicle was found abandoned in the Masai Mara game reserve Reuters 

Father takes court to 
scene of Ward murder 


STANDING IN Sand River 
Camp where his daughter, 
Julie, was last seen alive, John 
Ward exercised characteristic 
restraint as be described where 
she jatched her tent by a bend 
id the river more than 10 years 
flgO. 

; Mr Ward led the group of 
lawyers and secretaries, and 
the Land Rover carrying the 
judge and the court clerk, down 
tto the river hank - “watch out 
'for snakes” - then gave his 
evidence with little prompting. 

He is an expert witness in so 
nuny ways - a father; a mem- 
ber. of the search party, a col- 
lector of. evidence.. &. special 
irpestigator - sothat often be 
kxks and sounds as if he were 
sinply dictating a well-told 
■.stay/ His many roles are 


By Lucy Hannan 
in Sand River, Masai Mara 

seen as a weakness by the de- 
fence, and a strength by the 
prosecution. 

Later; when pointing out the 
site where Julie’s partially 
burnt remains were finmd - the 
lower leg, a jaw bone and a lock 
of hair -the amount of control 
required proves more difficult 
He glares at the man accused 
of killing his daughter; Simon 
Makalla, former chief warden 
at the Masai Mara game park. 
There is a lot he wants to say, 
but the prosecution is limited to 
pointing out the sites and dis- 
tances rather than narrating 
events. 

: But before leaving for the 
Masai Mara, Mr Ward described 


to the court in Nairobi how he 
found the remains on 13 Sep- 
tember 1988 in a remote, bushy 
area - U 1 was taken a few paces 
to where a lower left leg was 
lying in the grass, badly burnt 
The sole showed no sign of 
horning, the top of the leg had 
been separated from the upper 
leg.” 

He used a bottle to demon- 
strate the injuries. His normal- 
ly authoritative voice wavered, 
he gripped the side of the wit- 
ness box and fou ght rare tears. 
T was in shock, it was a borror 
scene I had witnessed, and at 
first I could form no impression 
oftheeveits. Shortly after; I<fid” 

Convening the High Court at 
the site of a murder is “very un- 
usual", concedes Salim Dhanji, 
for the prosecution, but he in- 


sists it is necessary for the 
judge and the assessors - who 
have a role similar to a jury - 
to appreciate the vast dis- 
tances. 

The improbability of Mr 
Makallah findin g Julie Ward's 
r emains so quickly and so ac- 
curately in rough and remote 
terrain is the basis of a prose- 
cution case that depends on cir- 
cumstantial evidence. 

“My lord, can we keep our 
hats on?" asks the prosecution 
lawyer in the searing heat as 
the court gathers awkwardly 
around the judge on a precipi- 
tous gully, where Julie's Suzu- 
ki vehicle was found. 

Vultures above complete the 
scene - but protocol is stu- 
diously adhered to. though the 
wigs and robes are left behind 


in favour of safari suits and 
straw trilbies. 

Disabled from birth and 
reliant on crutches. Judge 
Aganyanva has made a huge ef- 
fort to oblige. He was flown to 
the site in a military helicopter 
and holds court through the 
passenger window of a white 
government Land Rover at the 
various sites. 

Simon Makallah - who 
writes copious notes - takes ad- 
vantage of the trip to his home 
land, pacing out the gully cross- 
ings and consulting his lawyer 
Pravin Bowry. 

A Masai himselt the park 
was Mr Makallah 's kingdom as 
chief warden. The Masai com- 
munity has rallied to pay his 
defence, treating the accusation 
as a collective insult. 


DRIVE UP the mountain 
above Ambon, and after half 
an hour you come to the vil- 
lage of Soya Atas where 
breezes take the edge off the 
heat, and where nothing 
seems less likely than the 
Jailing and terror in the town 
below. In Ambon, Christians 
and Muslims have burnt out 
one another’s places of wor- 
ship; but in Soya, the old 
cream-coloured church still 
sits peacefully in the square 
beneath its newly restored 
roof. Down below, people stay 
indoors and taxi drivers are 
afraid to work after dark. 

Up here though, children 
play in front of the neat old 
wooden houses, and idle along 
the path up to the peak. But 
however tranquil it may ap- 
pear now, Soya is on a front- 
line of its own - a place of 
supernatural, rather than 
physical confrontation. 

Ruben Rehatta, the raja 
of Soya, is reluctant to discuss 
it at first but happy to talk 
about the history of this an- 
cient area. Centuries ago, be- 
fore the arrival of Europeans, 
the small island of Ambon 
was a kingdom and Soya was 
its heart. Political power has 
long leaked away - despite his 
grandiose title. Raja Rehatta 
is officially littl e more than just 
another village head. But spir- 
itually, and despite the pres- 
ence of Christianity this is still 
the richest, most powerful 
and most dangerous part of 
the island, the home of 
Ambon's most famous and 
potent ghost Nenek Luhu. 

“Nenek Luhu," says the 
raja “How do you know about 
Nenek Luhu?" I read him the 
brief passage from my guide- 
book and he chuckles at its in- 
accuracy. Long, long ago, he 
explains, Nenek was the sev- 
enth daughter of Soya's then 
raja, and the most beautiful 
maiden in the kingdom. Some- 
body fell in love with her -per- 
haps ayoung Dutch official of 
the colonial government 

Whoever he was, the affair 
was opposed by Nenetis fa- 
ther. As is the way in such 
tales, she died of a broken 
heart Ever since, locals have 


Frontline 

AMBON, INDONESIA 

seen the ghostly figure of a 
woman - sometimes young 
and comely sometimes old 
and griefstricken^ -wandering 
the fringes of the village. And 
people have disappeared. 

MaxManuputty, a civil ser- 
vant in the Culture Ministry; 
says his father's grandmother 
met Nenek Luhu and con- 
versed with her as they walked 
between two villages. Raja Re- 
hatta admits that his own 
mother had the same experi- 
ence. “She was looking up at 
the church, and she had hair 
like gold.” During colonial 
times, a prominent Dutch of- 
ficial named Limburg Stirum 
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was visiting from the capital 
Batavia, and vanished during 
a stay in Soya. For three days, 
so the story goes, the popula- 
tion was mobilised in a des- 
perate search. He was found, 
in an area that had been cov- 
ered several times before, 
sunk into a deep trance. Only 
when the raja of that time 
gave him water from a sacred 
weD did he return to himself 

Ambonese children are 
taught to be careful in Soya, or 
face painful consequences. 
“You should never throw 
stones into the jungle,” says 
the raja “and when you’ve fin- 
ished washingyou have to be 
careful where you pour the 
water.” Forty years ago, one 
visitor from the town was 
stricken with a hideously 
swollen scrotum. It seems 
that he was taken short and 
relieved himself in the jungle 
- right on top of the tree 
where the spirit of Nene Luhu 
was invisibly resting. 

One of the strangest cases 


happened just last year when 
an anxious couple approached 
the raja They were the par- 
ents of a little boy named 
Maxel who had disappeared. 
In increasing desperation, the 
mother had engaged the ser- 
vices of a medium. The man 
had entered a trance, and be- 
come possessed by the spirit 
and voice of a forceful old 
woman. 

She said she became angry 
with Maxel after his playing 
disturbed her but he was safe 
and his parents could be re- 
united with him if thqy fol- 
lowed a precise set of 
instructions. The first step 
was to find a man named 
Ruben Rehatta, in Soya. 
“They turned up and said, 
‘You don't know us, but we 
have a message from Nenek 
Luhu'," remembers Mr Re- 
hatta. “Well I could hardly 
believe iL I was scared.” 

The three of them drove as 
instructed to the town's naval 
base. They entered it by a cer- 
tain gate, and searched out an 
old wartime pillbox built by the 
Japanese. They carried with 
them a broom, tobacco and 
betelnuL M axel’s mother 
prayed. They entered the 
abandoned pillbox. There was 
no one there. 

At exactly that moment, 
Maxel's aunt was in the bus 
terminal in town when ghp felt 
a tap on the arm. It was the lit- 
tle boy, confused about what 
had happened to him, but 
none the worse for the expe- 
rience. “Except,” recalls the 
raja, “whenever he took a 
poo, it smelled very bad.” 

That was more than a year 
ago. Nenek wasn't seen again 
until recently after the reli- 
gious killings began in the 
town and two Christian boys 
from a nearby village died in 
a fight with Muslims. That 
night the ghost was seen 
again, in the guise of an old, old 
woman, waiting in the dark as 
if seeking something. “What 
are you doing out so late?" 
they asked her, not rea l ising 
who it was. The woman turned 
to them and said: “I'm looting 
for my sons." 

Richard Lloyd parry- 
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A Recent Review In Personal Computer World (May '99 Issue) 
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Deputy Business & City Editor, Michael Harrison 
News desk: 0171-293 2636 Fax: 0171-293 2098 


BRIEFING 


Mitsubishi’s UK staff await fate 

UK employees of Mitsubishi Electric were left uncertain of 
their jobs yesterday when its Japanese parent said it was 
axing 14,500 jobs but gave no details. The televisions-to- 
elevators group announced a three-year reform plan, 
including 8,000 job cuts in Japan and 6,000 abroad. 
Mitsubishi, facing its second year of losses, has been hit by 
the chip slump and Japanese and Asian economic woes. 

Three weeks ago the group said it was closing its 
Apricot computer plant in Glenrothes, costing 200 jobs. 
Mitsubishi's advisers in the UK said they had not been told 
of the announcement by the parent company and declined 
to give any indication of the likely scale of job losses. 


Lord Hollick gets £1.2m package 

CLIVE HOLL1CK, the chief 
executive of United News & 
Media (pictured), was last 
year awarded 77,710 shares 
worth £600,000 as part of 
the group’s executive 
reward scheme. 

The award was in 
addition to Lord Hollick’s 
annual salary of £667.626. 
according to the media 
group’s animal report. 
However, the stock market 
value of his allocation of 



shares had tumbled to £409,532 by the end of 1998. 

BP Amoco set to unveil Arco bid 

BP AMOCO is today expected to unveil an agreed $28bn 
<£l7.2bn) bid for the US's eigfath-iaigest oil company, 
Atlantic Richfield (Arco). after Arco's board meets to vote 
on its all-share offer 

Analysts say they expect the transaction to value Arco's 
shares at $75 or more each, about 20 per cent above the 
price last week before the two companies confirmed they 
were in takeover talks. BP Amoco's board was reported to 
have approved the bid on Tuesday. 

The combined BP Amoco-Arco would be the largest oil 
producer and refiner in the US. BP Amoco is the world's 
third-biggest traded oil company. 
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Longbridge saved, but 


2,000 Rover jobs axed 


by Michael Harrison 
and Barrie Clement 


ROVER IS to press ahead with 
a further 2,000 job cuts at Long- 
bridge to bring the plant up to 
the productivity levels of its 
German parent BMW following 
yesterday's announcement of a 
record £l50m aid package. 

Large parts of the Long- 
bridge plant will be razed to the 
ground under a £l.7bn invest- 
ment programme that will 
involve the production of a new 
medium-sized car and an 
increase in productivity levels 
from the current 33 cars per 
man to between 45 and 50 cars 
- closing its 30 per cent effi- 
ciency gap with BMW's plants. 

While the board of BMW, 
the parent company, will have 
to approve the deal, it is high- 
ly unlik ely they will reject it. 

The agreement was struck 
between Stephen Byers, Sec- 
retary of State for Trade and 
Industry, and Professor 
Joachim Milberg, chairman of 
BMW, who will be recom- 
mending the package to his fel- 
low directors. 

Rover has already an- 
nounced 2,500 job losses, but it 
expects to achieve a further 

2.000 on top of that Of the 
additional redundancies, about 

1.000 have already been identi- 
fied. Ibgether with the transfer 
of workers to other sites, the 
Longbridge workforce has fall- 
en from 14,000 a year ago to 
9,500 now. 

The expansion of the plant to 
build a new family-sized car to 
replace the Rover 200 and 400 
series will result in a near- 
doubling of production to 

500.000 cars a year 

The investment will involve 
the building of a new assembly 



Up to 150,000 a year of Rover’s new Mini model, seen here being unveiled at the FVankfioit Motor Show last 
year, will be produced off a new production line at a revamped and more efficient Longbridge plant 


hall, paint shop and body-in- 
white shop where the frame of 
the car is welded together. 

Rover is aiming to produce 
about 350.000 units of the new 
car coden am ed the R30. In 
addition, Longbridge will pro- 
duce up to 150,000 of the new 
Mini model from late next year 
under ' a separate £400m 
investment programme. 

It is also expected that man- 
agement will be seeking further 
changes in working methods on 
top of the radical flexibility’ 
agreement already in place. 


The new working practices 
already agreed aim at closing 
the productivity gap. Rover 
employees will work longer 
hours during busy periods and 
will then recoup the time 
through prolonged breaks and 
holidays. 

Working time will be aver- 
aged over 12 months, and man- 
agement agreed to reduce the 
average working week from 37 
hours to 35. Salaries are to 
replace wages and overtime is 
to be abolished The package 
borrows heavily on a one-off 


deal agreed by the unions for 
Rover's new Hams Hall engine 
plant near Longbridge. 

Rover's financial position 
meant that root-and-branch 
changes were urgently needed 
The company plunged much 
deeper into the red last year 
after sustaining huge restruc- 
turing costs. In 1998* Rover 
incurred a loss of £650m com- 
pared with a deficit of £91 m the 
year before. 

BMW said the decline in 
Rover’s fortunes were caused 
by “model changes, market 


and currency factors and the 
restructuring measures”. 

Garel Rhys, director of 
Cardiff University business 
School, said the deal was “very 
good news indeed". He said: “It 
takes away the uncertainty and 
gives Rover and BMW what is 
in effect a new plant Long- 
bridge is going to be very much 
a streamlined facility. I just 
hope we are not throwing good 
money after bad The company 
must begin to show that it can 
survive on its own.” 

Outlook, page 19 


BTR Siebe 
appoints 
£2bn sale 
advisers 


BTR SIEBE. the merged au- 
tomation and controls group, 
yesterday confirmed it had ap- 
pointed investment bankers to 
review its portfolio of 500 busi- 
nesses. setting the scene for the 
disposal of up to £2bn of assets, 
writes Michael Harrison. 

The review by Morgan Stan- 
ley and Goldman Sachs is ex- 
pected to result in the sale of its 
automotive components division 
and possibly its paper technolo- 
gy operations. 

BTR Sefae also said it is to pay 
£3 4m for 48 per cent of the 
Japanese switches company 
Nippon Electric Industry, which 
will be merged with BRTSiebe's 
Japanese subsidiary. 

Sources dose to BTR Siebe - 
intending to seek approval this 
month to change its name to 
Invensvs - said it would be “in- 
telligent” to assume that divi- 
sions outside its core activities, 
such as automotive components, 
would be sold But the formal 
statement said: “Speculation 
regarding the businesses in- 
volved potential values and the 
timing of any further announce- 
ment is premature.” 

The review, expected to take 
several months, will go on along- 
side a restructuring that will re- 
sult in 5.000 job losses in the 
125,000 workforce, leading to 
saving of £250m in three years. 
The value ofthe combined group 
has risen from £7.6bn at the 
time the deal was announced to 
£i0.4bn. Outlook, page 19 


Morgan and ABN Amro fined 
£350,000 for misconduct 


MORGAN STANLEY’ and ABN 
Amro have been hit with near- 
record fines after one of their 
customers tried to use them to 
manipulate share prices on the 
London Stock Exchange. 

The LSE revealed yester- 
day it had fined the two a total 
of £350.000. following a series of 
infringements in autumn last 
year. In a statement the LSE 
said that both Morgan Stanley 
and ABN Amro had been found 
guilty of an “act of misconduct” 
after acting on instructions from 
a client that included a request 
to manipulate the price of a par- 
ticular London stock. 

Morgan Stanley, which in- 
fringed the exchange's miscon- 
duct rules on just one occasioa 
received the lesser fine of 
£100.000. ABN Amro, found to 
have infringed the rules on sev- 
eral occasions, was fined 
£250,000, the second-largest 


By Lea Paterson 


public penalty in LSE history. 

The fines relate to a series of 
trades in a single UK stock car- 
ried out on behalf of a single US 
fund manager. Neither the fund 
manager - understood to be the 
subject of a wider investigation 
by the US Securities and Ex- 
change Commission - nor the 
UK company affected by the 
dealings has been named 

An exchange spokesman de- 
clined to comment on whether 
the UK company was aware of 
the unorthodox dealings in its 
shares. There was widespread 
speculation in the markets yes- 
terday that the US fund man- 
ager was a troubled hedge fund 
attempting to cover a derivatives 
position. In autumn last year, 
many equities, bonds and cur- 
rencies suffered highly volatile 
swings as hedge funds struggled 


for financial survival in the wake 
of the Russian debt default. 

Regulators were alerted to 
the attempts at market manip- 
ulation in October after the 
LSE’s electronic monitoring 
system found evidence of a 
number of unusual trading pat- 
terns. A routine investigation 
was launched and ABN Amro 
- also understood to be involved 
in the SEC investigation - was 
found to be the source of the 
unusual trades. In the course of 
its inquiry into ABN Amro, the 
exchange found Morgan Stan- 
ley had taken similar instruc- 
tions from the same client on 
one occasion in early September. 
The LSE spokesman did not 
elaborate on the precise na- 
ture of the trades or whether the 
attempts at market manipula- 
tion had succeeded 

In January, after ABN Amro 
had been made aware ofthe reg- 


ulatory investigation into its 
share dealings, it parted com- 
pany with an equity trader, al- 
though the bank declined to 
confirm the events were linked 
ABN refused to add any de- 
tail to the LSE statement “Fhr 
legal reasons we cannot elabo- 
rate," said a spokesman. 

Morgan Stanley is under- 
stood to have taken a series of 
internal disciplinary steps fol- 
lowing the launch of the regu- 
latory inquiry, but is thought to 
have stopped short of dismiss- 
ing the traders involved 
The largest public fine hand- 
ed down by the LSE was in De- 
cember 1997 when US bank JP 
Morgan was ordered to pay 
£350,000 after two of its traders 
attempted to manipulate the 
FTSE 100 index. The traders in 
question were subsequently dis- 
missed from the hank 

Outlook, page 19 
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BAT 
shares 
fall after 
US court 
award 



4 *!.**-*>. 


BY NIGEL COPE 

Associate City Editor 


SHARES IN British American 
Tobacco, tiie world's second 
largest tobacco company fell by 
almost 5 per cent yesterday fol- 
lowing the decision by a US jury 
in Oregon to award a record 
$8lm in damages against its 
larger rival, Philip Morris. 

BAT shares closed 24.5p 
lower at 5!6p as the UK market 
reacted to the US decision 
made late on Tuesday. It was 
also (fisdosed yesterday that the 
competition authority in Aus- 
tralia has raised objections to 
the group’s proposed £52bn 
merger with Rothmans In- 
ternational The deal would 
give the combined group 62 
per cent of the Australian cig- 
arette market and over 90 per 
cent of its premium cigarette 
sector. 

BAX whose brands include 
Lucky Strike and State Ex- 
press 555, said it was too early 
to judge the longer-term sig- 
nificance of the Oregon judge- 
ment. which concerned the 
death of 67-year-old former jan- 
itor who had smoked for 42 
years. The company said it 
would wait to see if the ruling 
was overturned at appeal. 
“Until you see what happens at 
appeal you don't know if you are 


n to cut 5< 


B.A.T. 


share price, pence 



seeing a new wave of litigation,” 
a BAT spokesman said. 

Some analysts said the Ore- 
gon judgment could encour- 
age more suits following a $5lm 
damages award in San Fran- 
cisco in February. Jonathan 
FbQ at Merrill Lynch said the lit- 
igation picture is “still devel- 
oping.” He added: “It is 
certainly worrying but I 
wouldn’t say it is the end of the 
world." 

Separately BAT said it had 
anticipated some regulatory 
problems as a result of its pro- 
posed merger with Rothmans. 
It expects to sell some brands 
in Australia to satisfy the au- 
thorities. However it expects to 
escape disposals in South 
Africa, where its share will be 
more than 90 per cent. 

Other markets where ob- 
jections are likely to be raised 
by the authorities include New 
Zealand, while in Canada BAT 
is expected to sell the Roth- 
mans business there to achieve 
clearance. 
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Schrempp dashes hopes of BAe reconciliation 


JURGEN SCHREMPP, the chair- 
man of DaimlerChrysler. yes- 
terday appeared to dash any 
hope of a rapprochement be- 
tween its DaimlerChrysler 
Aerospace (Dasa) subsidiary 
and British Aerospace over 
their aborted merger talks. Our 
City Staff write. 

He saidhe did not now expect 
to see the creation ofthe multi- 
national European Aerospace 


and Defence Company lEADC), 
which Europe’s governments 
have called foe 

“I think this dream has come 
to an end,” Mr Schrempp said 
at DaimlerChrysler's annual 
results news conference. 

Instead, there could be in- 
dustry co-operation on specif- 
ic projects and the company 
would keep an open mind on 
limited co-operation on both 


sides of the Atlantic, he said. 

“As a transatlantic company 
we are looking at all possible op- 
tions on this and the other side 
of the Atlantic.” he added. 

Dasa’s chief, Manfred 
Bischoff, has already expressed 
his fury at BAe’s decision in De- 
cember to drop merger talks 
with Dasa in order to buy GEC’s 
Marconi defence arm first in a 
£7bn deal Nevertheless the ex- 


tent of Dasa’s angerat being left 
out of the European industry's 
first big merger move has taken 
much of the industry by sur- 
prise, not least BAe. industry 
sources said. 

Having been jilted at the 
altar by BAe. Dasa has been last 
closing off routes to reopening 
the talks. However, Daimler- 
Chrysler’s finance director. 
Manfred Gentz, yesterday hint- 



ed at a possible rapprochement, 
saying that creating a pan-Eu- 
ropean aerospace and defence 
group was now only “much 
more difficult” in the short term 
since BAe had agreed to buy 
Marconi 

Mr Gentz also said that 
DaimlerChrysler was willing 
to talk to potential American 
partners as the aerospace in- 
dustry consolidates. 
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AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


BLUE CHIPS moved ahead for the 
fifth successive session. Footsie 
rose 31.2 points to 6^95 2 in busy 
trading; at one point it was up 88.4. 

Hopes of lower interest rates, an 
uneventful US display and end-of- 
quarter window dressing ensured 
a solid performance. The rush into 
PEPS and end -of- tax-year 
adjustments were other factors. 

BP Amoco was heavily traded 
ahead of the expected takeover of 
Atlantic Richfield. At least one US 
investment house claimed the 
shares were overpriced. 

Derek Pain, page 23 


NEW YORK 


WORRIES about the outcome of 
the Kosovo campaign led investors 
to take profits ahead ofthe Easter 
holiday. A higher- than -expected 
figure for the Chicago Purchasing 
Managers' index also unsettled 
shares, prompting inflation fears, 
and at midday the Dow was 1G 
points lower at 9,897.52. 

Philip Morris and RJR Nabisco 
eased after the legal verdict 
against Philip Morris. He Nasdaq 
was 12 points higher, however, at 
2,492.29, supported by demand for 
technology shares, with America 
Online up $5.75 at $150.5. 




TOKYO 


PRICES RECOVERED from early 
declines, helped by continuing small 
inflows of foreign investment funds, 
but the Nikkei 225 still ended the 
last day of the financial year down 
22.53 points at 15,836.59, and down 
•L 2 per rant over the year. 

Most banks edged higher in late 
trading and construction shares 
rallied thanks to increased debt 
relief from bankers, which offset a 
gloomy outlook for earnings. Oil 
refinery shares were up on recent 
oil price rises, but telecoms were hit 
by profit-taking after earlier gains 
based on takeover hopes. 




PARIS 


the CAC -10 index rose U5 per 
cent to close just short ofthe 
4.200 mark at 4.197.88. although 
FVance Telecom alone accounted 
for about half the gain, rising 5 
per cent to 74.9 euros: this 
reflected short covering after 
recent underperfonnance and 
hopes of a spin-off from Olivetti's 
bid for Telecom Italia. , 

Banks improved. led by a gain 
of 3 per cent in Society Generate 
and a late rally in BNP which 
ended 2.48 per cent up. Oils lost 
ground as the recent rise in Brent 
oil prices ran out of steam. 


MILAN 


THE OPENING RALLY on Wall 
Street and a strong performance 
from Flat helped Italian shares 
close higher, with the Mibtel index 
closing 287 up at 25.002. Fiat ended 
uie day 0.14 euro or 4.79 per cent 
firmer at 3.06 euros After 
proposing to buy in shares in 
associated companies. Rumours of 
a link with Mitsubishi Motors also 
attracted interest Banks shares 
mostly improved, led by Banco 
Sanpaolo which rose almost 5 per 
cent to 15.05 euros. After its new 
bid for Telecom Italia. Olivetti was 
unchanged at 2.9Q euros 
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Kill or cure for BMW’s English patient 


/finally arrived yesterday. After huge 
■ helpings oftamkmanship and tfaerit- 
ud regional aid dance, the Secretary 
of State for 'Hade and Industry, 
Stephen Byers, has agreed to cough 
• up £l50m of taxpayer’s money for 
1 Longbridge. 

■ The deal stffl has to be signed off 
hy the BMW board mMunich and al- 
though it isn’t the fiifl £200m they 
were asking fbc it is as much as they 
are going fo get 

.Threatening to take the invest- 
ment to Hungary (much to the sur- 
prise and bemusement of the 

Hungarian gove rnment. mrirfAfital- 

. lyJ.oniy provided so much leverage 
for the Germans. Longbridge's 
record may be lousy but the idea, 
anyway, that Rover’s customers 
wOUld be more inclined to buy a car 
madein eastern Europe was always 
a higlwisk assumption. 

Fbr BM^ the Longbridge option 
is hardly risk free. Even after the 
Government cash injection it will stQl 
require another £L5hn from BMW to 
turn, the plant into something re- 
semWing a modem car fedlify. This, 
remember on top of the £3bn that the 
Germans have already funnelled 
into the “English Patient” since 
1&94 only to be repaid with mount- 



Outlook 

fog losses (£65Gm last year) and a 
market share which has dwindled so 
alarmingly that Rover now resem- 
bles a niche player but without any 
niche models. 

But think o£ all those shiny new 
paint shops and welding robots that 
BMW wifl be buying not to mention 
the vast sums of German money that 
will be needed to retool suppliers so 
that they too can play their part in 
the Rover revival. 

Whether this is a wise use of tax- 
payer’s money is a tough call to 
make. Tti foP Brhemft nf things HS Q rn 
is peanuts - we will probably soon 
have spent that much hying to 
bomb the Serbs into submission. 

It is also important to recognise 


that state aid can sometimes be the 
seedcom that is needed to turn an 
afling business around. Ford bought 
an expensive lemon In Jagjiarin 1989 
but £l00m of taxpayers money is 
hoping turn it back mto a worid beat- 
er with cars that people want to buy 
being made in Coventry and, soon. 
Halewood. 

But Longbridge is in the toughest 
sector of the maHcrt. The replace- 
ment for the Rover 200 and 400 will 
be up ngnirwt the Hfepg of the Volk- 
swagen Golf, one of the best sellers 
of all time, and the Ford Fbcus, 
which has the world's most profitable 
car maker behind it. 

will not have too long to wait 
for the answer as to whether Rover 
can live with the best The success, 
or failure, of the R75 executive can 
due on the forecourts this summer 
will tell BMW whether it has backed 
a loser again. 

Exchange fines 

THE DISCLOSURE fay the London 
Stock Exchange that Morgan Stan- 
ley and ABN Amro have been fined 
£350.000 for “acts of misconduct” 
begs more questions than it an- 
swers. Beyond the bare announce- 


ment there was complete radio si- 
lence from all parties concerned save 
for a statement from Morgan Stan- 
ley that served merely to hmder un- 
derstanding. 

What we do know is that the 
fines resulted from Morgan Stanley 
and ABN Amro taking instructions 
from a US fond manager to move the 
price of a security. We also know that 
an ABN Amro trader was fired in 
January after the firm had been told 
of irregularities in trading by the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 

But beyond that, nobody is saying 
very much. We do not know the iden- 
tity of either the US fund manager 
or the company whose shares were 
being traded We do not know if it 
knows its shares were being traded. 
We do not know what the purpose 
was of seeking to move the price of 
the security or whether it was suc- 
cessful Nor do we know whether the 
behaviour which led to the fines 
caused anybody any loss. 

Finally, we do not know whether 
the hades in question took place oft 
the market or through the Ex- 
change’s much -criticised Sets elec- 
tronic share dealing system, which 
has been open to abuse in the past 

We do know, however; that we are 
not supposed to call it market ma- 


nipuMan or Morgan Stanley will get 
very iqjpity. We also know that Mor- 
gan Stanley has chosen not to dis- 
miss anybody which seems mighty 
strange given that the fines are the 
second highest ever handed down by 
the authorities. 

It appears that the catch-all 
clause in the Exchange’s rule book 
covering acts of misconduct may 
have be«i been used because the at- 
tempts to move the price of the se- 
curity involved (see above) ended in 
failure. 

It is worrying that London is hid- 
ing behind the doak of the SECs con- 
tinuing investigations to defend its 
extraordinary lack of candour about 

this affair 

But it is reassuring at least to 
know that die Exchange’s artificial 
intelligence systems picked up the 
trades involved and that the two 
member firms took thefr punishment 
tike men - even though fines of 
£150,000 and £100000 respectively are 
mere pin pricks for the likes of ABN 
and Morgan Stanley 

There are those who argue that 
over-zealous regulation of London’s 

financial mar kets will deforh ngtnpgg 

from coming here. But the lesson of 
this case, in as much as one can be 
divined, is that Loudon’s reputation 


is more at risk from the behaviour 
of its participants. 

BTR Siebe 

EVERYTHING MUST go in the great 
BTR Siebe sale of the century First 
it was Ian Strachan, the luckless chief 
executive afBTR, who is whiling away 
his time in the non-role of deputy 
chairman until the two businesses are 
integrated and he can up sticks in the 
summer Then i± was the name itself 
TheaKBgreatKniiingham'iyreand 

Rutoer Company and Siebe Gorman, 
which used to known as a manufac- 
turer of diving equipment win soon 
be no more and instead we wiD have 
Irwensys- Now BTR Siebe is em- 
barking on a dearout of its unwant- 
ed businesses with the help of 
Morgan Stanley and Goldman Sachs. 

Since the portfolio contains more 
than 500 companies producing 
everything from industrial comput- 
er systems to the widgets that enable 
washing machines to offer 30 differ- 
ent spin cycles, there is plenty for the 
investment bankers to go at 

Butyoudonot need to look far for 
the early candidates. Having al- 
ready dispensed with the tyre and the 
rubber in BTR, it would be a mira- 


cle if the r emaining automotive com- 
ponents business was still part of In- 
vensys come the autumn. 

A s i m i lar fete awaits its paper 

technology business which does not 
sit easily with the the group’s core 
automation and controls business- 
es. How many more businesses will 
foil to live up to foe new Invecsys 
maxim of ‘Innovation, inventive- 
ness and systems solutions” re- 
mains to be seal But it is hard to see 
some of the ragbag ofbusinesses in- 
herited from BTR like conveyor belt 
systems fitting the bOL 

What else is up for grabs is any- 
body's guess. But, for the time being 
at least, it does not look as if Inven- 
ts will also sell off its birthright and 
relocate to the other side of the At- 
lantic. That must be a tempting op- 
tion. Its chief executive is American, 
as are 30 per cent of the sharehold- 
ers and the US accounts for ap- 
proaching half sales and production. 

But for the now the attractions of 
the UK are greater. London is nice- 
ly positioned between the times 
zones of the east and west, Heathrow 
is the best airport in the world to get 
apywhere you want to go and befog 
based in such a small geographic 
market as the UK forces companies 
to think internationally. 
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BNFL to cut 500 Sellafield jobs in two years 


Pearson chief’s pay 
breaks £lm barrier 


BRITISH NUCLEAR Fuels, the 
state-cwnedreprocessfogcam- 
pap%istocut500jobsatitsSd- 
fafiriH plant, in P htrnhrj fl as part 
of a cost-cutting programme. 

The jobs will go over two 
years and will include 220 wink- 
ers who have already agreed 
vofamtay terms. The rest of the 
jobs are expected to be cut 
through, natural wastage, with 
no compulsory redundancies. 

The cuts are part of a pro- 
gramme started in 1996 to 
reduce controllable costs at 
BNFL by 25 per cent by 2000. 
The plan should cut £200m 
from the cost base. 

_ rvllie 500 jobs will be cut from 
employed at SeQafidd. 
BNFL employs around 16,000 
workers fo total. The company 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

said the cuts would not take 
place unless it was “safe to do 
so and operational perfor- 
mance can be maintained or 
improved”. 

The annoimppuimt Comes 
as the Government considers 
the possible privatisation of 
BNTX in a move that could 
raise £3bn. The Government 
appointed accountants KPMG 
to advise on possible options for 
the company fo September last 
year 

KPMG’s report was submit- 
ted before Christmas and rec- 
ommended that ministers 
proceed with the sale. The Gov- 
ernment said a decision was 


expected fo the next 12 months. 
BNFL has appointed its own 
advisers, Rothschilds, which 
have acted on many govern- 
ment privatisations in foe past 
Ministers are thought to be 
keen on a float this year How- 
ever; it may be delayed be- 
cause of the problems of 
preparing the business for sale 
and the need to ring-fence its 
liabilities. The Magnox gener- 
ators, which BNFL took over 
from the Government 18 
months ago, alone have liabil- 
ities of £18bn. Environmental 
groups have said privatisation 
could leave the taxpayer with a 
total bill of £30biL 
BNFL meets 8 per cent of 
the UK’s electricity needs. It 
has an order book worth £13bn. 




Sellafield: Cats will come from the plant's 6,500 staff under a £200m cost-cut plan 


MARJORIE SCARDINO’S pay 
package as chief executive of 
Pearson rose 39 per cent to 
break the Elm barrier 
last year, according to 
the media group’s annual 
report 

Ms Scardfoo’s remunera- 
tion went up from £752,000 to 
£1,043,000. which included a 
bonus for 1998 of £545.000. 

Greg Dyke, the chairman 
and chief executive of Pearson 
Television, saw his package 
double from £371,000 to 
£768,000, due mostly to a bonus 
of £480.000. 

David Veit, who retired 
after 25 years with Pearson, 
including 17 years on the 
board, was paid £721,000. up 


from £392,000 the year previ- 
ously. 

This included £331,000 as 
compensation for the early 
termination of his contract on 
1 May 1998. 

Total pay for the Pearson 
board rose from £2,510,000 in 
1997 to £3,975.000 last year. 

During the year, Parson 
sold assets worth £lbn, 
including the Tussauds Group, 
making a profit on disposals 
of £2 15m. The group also 
bought Simon & Schuster for 
£2.2bn. 

Operating profit rose from 
£328m to £389m, and the group 
increased its annual dividend 
payout by 3 per cent to 2lp per 
share. 
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i The Independent/I ndependent on 
Sunday have joined forces with 
Inter-Continental Hotels and Resorts 
to offer readers a fabulous weekend 
promotion. Numerous 
; hotels in the UK and Europe are 
: participating, offering four and five 
star accommodation from as little as 
£69.50 per double room, per night 
inclusive of breakfast and tax. 


J§ 880 K¥§aBH 8 Tit: 

Simply call Inter-Continental's Central 


^ote the lnd^endent Hotel Promotion. 


"vjiin appear in The Independent dnd The 
onS«raigybetweeniApril 
laid; 5 April 1999 (inclusive). To 
validate your ofer/ please send the 
tokens/ wife the con^ileted application 
form, ^o-^e -independent: Inter- 
Cohtmealal Dept, 

Hotel Irfradon, 1 

Hamfitmr . Place, Hyde Park Corner, 

■ •> 



^The inter-Gontmental Hotels and Resorts special offer is* available 
S at ll hotels m a fantastic choice of locations; London, Edinburgh, 

- ETamh ing Mimich. Athens. Statteart. FranMnrt and Brussels. 

" EachW the paitic^ating hotels is perfectly located for the city’s 
j : ;^ppii^ areas, tourist attractions, theatres, galleries, parts and 
f This amazing two for one deal offers savings 

^ cent off the hotels’ weekend rates and is available 


Saturday and Sunday nights only. To 
qualify you must stay a minimum of two 
nights. Rates quoted are per double room 
per night, and indude full breakfast and, 
all taxes and service charges. Each hotel 
offers the very highest level of service and 
facilities Trfohtriing gnpprh acmmrnnriatinT^ 
great restaurants and bars, 24 hour room 
service, laundry and diy cleaning, in-room 
satellite TV with movies, radio, minibar 
and direct dial telephone. Some also have 
health dubs and fitness centres. All offer 
lie friendly efficient service that you would 
expect from the world’s most global hotel 
company. 


Call IntanContinentaTs Central 
Reservations Office on 0181 847 2277 


tend cn 

May Fair Inter-Continental 

Rate: £87.50 per double room per night 
Elegant and traditional British hotel in the 
heart of Mayfair, close to the Royal 
Academy of Arts, Bond Street Green Park 
and Buckingham Palace. 

Hotel InterContinental 

Rate: £87.50 per double room per night 
Impressive modern hotel on Hyde Park 
Comer, dose to the Royal Parks and 
Knightsbridge (home to Harrods and Har- 
vey Nichols). Piccadilly and Oxford Street. 

Churchill InterContinental 
Rate; £87.50 per double room per night 
Contemporary spacious hotel, just a stroll 
away from Bond Street, Oxford Street and 
Hyde Park. Theatre land and prime tourist 
attractions are dose by 

Forum Hotel 

Rate £69.50 per double room per night 
In the Royal Borough of Kensington and 


Name 

Address 


Chelsea, dose to famous museums, chic 
shopping areas and major tourist attrac- 
tions. 

E2ta*5M?g!fc 

George InterContinental 

Rate: £75 per double room per night 
In the city centre, dose to Princes Street, 
Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood Palace, the 
entertainment area and other attractions. 

HaRffessfg 

Hotel InterContinental 

Rate: DM 147.50 per double room per night 
Overlooking the Outer-Alster Lake, walking 
distance to the city centre, fairgrounds and 
congress centre. 

RSenieBt 

Forum Hotel 

Rate; DM 130 per double room per night 
Modern hotel in the city centre, near the 
River Isar and famous Deutsches Museum. 
The subway station is within the same 
building complex with direct access to the 
main tourist and shopping areas. 


Atheszs 

Athenaeum InterContinental 
Rate: US $94.50 per double room per night 
Centrally located fo the heart of the 
business district, with a spectacular view of 
the Acropolis. 

a "" “'art 

InterContinental 
Rate: DM 149 per double room per night 
Overlooking the city park and dose to the 
Koningstrasse shopping area. 

F&nftiiirt 

Hotel InterContinental 

Rate: DM 147.50 per double room per night 
On ihe River Main, dose to the dty centre, 
business, banking, theatre and main shop- 
ping areas. 

Brussels 

Europa InterContinental 
Rate: BEF 2175 per double room per night 
fabulous location, next to the EC Head- 
quarters and the European Parliament 


TOKENS) 


Token 


Postcode 


Booking Ref: No. 


1 


SEND TO? The Independent inter-Continental Offer, Public Rotations 
DopC, Hotel Inter-Continental London, 1 Hamilton Place, Hyde Park 
Comer, London, Wt V OQY 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


VmE INDEPENDENT ! 

Terms and Conditions: 

1. The special rates quoted are only available 
until the end of May 1999 with a minimum two 
night say. 2. All reservations am subject to 
availability. S. Rates are payable in local currency i 
and do not include travel. 4. No photocopied ! 

tokens. 5. This offer may not be used in j 
conjunction with any other promotion. B. Pro- I 
moten In ter- Continental Hotels and Resorts. ■ 
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Premier clubs feel the pressure 
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News Analysis: Merchandise sales 
have slumped while transfer fees 
and players’ wages have soared. 
Football clubs are at a crossroads 


LEEDS SPORTING 
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r NEWCASTI^ UNITED, flie Pre- 
mier League football dub, yes- 
terday added to the gloom 
surroundmg the sector wben it 
revealed that a slump in mer- 
chandise sales had caused a 
■steep fall in first-half profits. 

Leeds Sporting, the owner of 
Leeds Um ted a ri^l team, pro- 
vided arwtherremirKJer erf the fi- 
nancial strain enguifipg many 
fiyu fhall nhriv: rojt h p warning th a t, 
players’ transfer fees and wage 
demands were growing at “un- 
sustainable” levels. 

■ The two companies’ com- 
ments follow a similar downbeat 
statement by Manchester Unit- 
ed, the UK’s largest and richest 
dub, and point to a widespread 
malais e am ong the providers of 
the country's favourite form of 
nm ss entertainment 

The dubs’ woes come at a 
crucial time for the football in- 
dustry, as the Government pre- 
pares to announce its decision 
on the £620m bid for Manches- 
ter United byBShyB, the satel- 
lite television group part- owned 
by Rupert Murdoch. 

The financial reporting of 
publicly quoted teams ha« alsn 
been transformed by a shabB-up 
in the accounting treatment of 
players’ transfers, which, ae- 
coeiSngtosome dubs, clouds re- 
sults figures and penalises 
home-grown talent In different 
ways, the BSkyBbid and the fi- 
nancial changes are set to have 


By Francesco Guerreka 

asariousmqMdonthefiihireof 
the football industry. 

After years of soaraway 
growth, filled by lucrative tele- 
vision deals, stod: market flota- 
tions and the sport’s 
ever-increasing popularity foot- 
ball dubs are at a crossroads. 

On me hand, the attempted 
takeover of Manchester United 
has raised the prospects of 

mufti -mil lin n pound links with 

media and leisure companies, 
which could replenish the clubs’ 
coffers and fund their ambitious 
development plans. 

On the other hand, the fi- 
nancial pressure on chibs is 
piling up, as wage hflk soar and 
the traditional revenue-earners 
such as merchandise and gate 
receipts dry up. 

As Vinay Bedl a director at 
the stockbroker Wise Speke 
says: “Next year wiD be crucial 
in the management of football 
dubs. The increaangdiailengas 
faced by dubs will separate the 
men from the boys." 

Newcastle is a case in point 

On the face of it the dub, which 

was rocked by several board- 
room shake-ups last year; 
should be one of the fiwnwriai 
high-flyers in the sector It is 
sp ending P A9m to increase its 
stadium capacity from 36,000 to 
51,000. Moreover it is almost cer- 
tain to be bought by the cable 
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Sales of replica shirts at Newcastle were down nearly 40 per cent, part of a sales collapse at many clubs 


group NTL, which has an option 
era over 50 per cent of the shares, 
if the Government approves the 
Manchester United bid 
However yesterday it re- 
ported that operating profit in 
the first half nearly halved to 
£5.7m, largely due to a near 40 
per cent fall in the sales of repli- 
ca shirts. Industry experts be- 
lieve that part of the slide in 
merchandise sales was caused 
by the disparaging remarks on 
its fans made by Douglas Hall 
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Olivetti admits blunder 
in sale of Telecom shares 


OLIVETTI YESTERDAY admit- 
ted it had blundered over the 
sale of a stake in its bid target 
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increased its. 1L5 euro per. 
shareofferon Monday; amid ac- 
cusations that the electronics 
group had tried to depress 
Ttelecam Italia’s share price. 

But Roberto Colaninno, 
OKyetfi’schief executive, said 
the sale of 24.4 nnUkm^ shares, 
which was announced on Tues- 
day, was :canSed out for trea- 
sury^ management purposes, 
and was “folly legitimate ...the 
only mistake concerns the 


delay in the announcemen t” 
Olivetti sold the block of 
shares, which amounts to 0.46 
per cent of Telecom Italia’s or- 
dinary capital, for an average 
9.73 euros per share, netting 
237.5m euros (£l60ml. Its an- 
nouncement on Tuesday 
prompted the Italian stock ex- 
change regulator Consob to 
ask Olivetti for clarification. 

■ Telecom’s head. Franco 
Bernabe, who is in the United 
States to try to win fond man- 
agers’ support for his defence 
plan, accused Olivetti of at- 
tempting to depress Telecom's 


stock by “throwing milli ons of 
shares into the bourse". 

While the ensuing row has 
diverted attention away from 
Olivetti's increased 65m euro 
bid, Telecom Italia is poised to 
launch an all-out offensive 
against Olivetti as soon as 
Consob Efts restrictions on 
what it can say 

The constraints were meant 


to he in place until Olivetti for- 
mally tabled its bid. But with 
shareholders due to vote on 10 
April on Mr Bemabe's own 
proposals, the rules are set to 
be relaxed 
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I With effect from 1 April 1999 the following interest rates will apply on the accounts listed below. 

FOft SAVERS 

Previous 

New Gross’ 

NewAEK" 

New Net 


Cross’ Rate p.a. 

RatepjL 

PJL. 

RatepUL 

/Jnte^paW«in7?i«i/|yJ f 50,000 

5.40% 

530% 

530% 

434% 

f 25.000 

5J.596 

5J>5% 

5.05% 

4.04% 

£10,000 

4.80% 

4.70% 

4.70% 

3.76% 

' . £5,000 

4.25% 

435% 

435% 

332% 

£500 

3^0% 

330% 

330% 

334% 

’ £1 

3.60% 

330% 

330% 

230% 






(Interest paid annually) £50,000 

4.45% 

335% 

335% 

3.16% 

£25,000 

4_20% 

3.70% 

3.70% 

236% 

^ £10,000 

3.80% 

330% 

330% 

234% 

£5,000 

3.50% 

3XKW6 

330% 

2.40% 

£i 

3.05% 

235% 

235% 

2.04% 

1 30 DAY SAVINGS ACCOUNT 






4.25% 

3.75% 

332% 

330% 



330% 

336% 

230% 


3.60% 

330% 

334% 

2.48% | 

Tn*l V 

3.30% 

2.80% 

2.84% 

234% 

•; £1 

2.85% 

235% 

238% 

1.88% 

! | I ^ SCANT ACCESS S AVI NGS ACCC J NT 





(Interest paid annually) . £50,000 

3^5% 

3.00% 

3.00% 

230% 

• - • ■ £25,000 

' ' 3.00% 

2.75% 

2.75% 

230% 

£10,000 

2.55% 

230% 

230% 

134% 

. : • . £5,000 

2.30% 

2.05% 

2.05% 

1.64% 

• f 2,000 

2J.0% 

135% 

135% 

138% 

’ .• £soo 

Z00% 

1.75% 

1,75% 

140% 


. 0.70% 

0.70% 

0.70% 

0.56% 

y^EThe Royal Bank 


7n% of Scotland 
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and Freddy Shepherd, two of its 
directors. 

The finance director, Les 
Wheatley, denied that the ‘Tbon 
Army”, Newcastle's fanatical 
supporters, had been alienated 
by the comments and pointed to 
a general downturn in the retail 
sector. Whatever the reason, a 
fall inakey money-spinner such 
as shirt sales means that football 
companies have to look else- 
where to raise revenue for their 
development plans and, more 


importantly, their wage bills. 
Since the 1995 Bosnian ruling al- 
lowing players to move on free 
transfers when out of contract, 
transfer fees and salaries have 
ballooned 

Manchester United provided 
a graphic example of the prob- 
lem on Tuesday when it said that 
it had to increase ticket prices 
by 14 per cent to meet its stars’ 
wage demands. 

Leeds is taking a different 
route. The Yorkshire dub man- 


aged almost to double interim 
profits to £3 .36m, partly because 
wage costs were limited to a 6 
per cent rise. 

However Peter Ridsdale, the 
chairman, yesterday warned the 
industry over excess pay. 
“{Wages] must not be allowed to 
continue to grow at levels that are 
unsustainable when compared to 
the income growth from the cus- 
tomer base." he said. 

The dub's managing director 
Jeremy Fenn believes that in- 


creasing prices is only a short- 
term solution to the problem. 
That is why Leeds Sporting has 
chosen to look for revenue out- 
side football, transforming itself 
into a property developer and fi- 
nancial adviser. 

In Mr Heim’s view. Leeds' fu- 
ture funds will come from a 
£65 m retail and leisure complex 
to be built near the stadium. The 
dub is also lending its brand to 
a travel agency and to a finan- 
cial services operation. 


In Brief 

Electra says 3i 
bid is too low 

THE bid battle between 
investment trusts 3i and 
Electra intensified yesterday 
as Electra said 3i's final 725p 
cash-and-shares offer 
undervalued its assets by 21 
per cent In its defence 
document, Electra said its 
net asset value should be 
915p if it were adjusted to 
standards used by tbe British 
Venture Capital Association 
(BVCA). In its own proposal 
for winding up the trust, 
Electra gives an unadjusted 
figure of 786p. 

Oil tops $15 

Oil prices passed the ¥15 a 
barrel milestone yesterday, 
hitting a new 10-month high 
on the joint forces of gasoline 
supply tightness in the US 
and continued trader faith in 
OPEC supply curbs, due to 
take effect from today. 

Pepsi float 

Shares of Pepsi Bottling 
Group yesterday fell 50c to 
$22.50 in early trading on 
their debut on the New York 
Stock Exchange. The group, 
which accounts for 55 per 
cent of Pepsi beverages sold 
32 per cent worldwide, raised 
?2.3bn before expenses 
through the initial offering of 
a 65 per cent stake. 

Cammell’s filOm 

Ship repair group Cammell 
Laird has won £L0m contract 
to convert a train ferry into a 
hospital ship to provide free 
medical care to developing 
nations in Africa. The project 
will begin this summer at 
CaznmelTs Tyneside yard. 


The UK’s Biggest PC Retailer 


The Time Machine 400-3D+ PC 
package comes complete with 
powerful PC with PC-7V system 
and VideoPhone camera, printer, 
scanner, office software suite and 
much more for just £1049+VAT 
Buy the EXEC model now and 
pay nothing until March 2000, 
with our No Deposit, Interest 
Free Option! 


400-3 


DDVD 


Time Machine-r PC System 

• 400MHz AMD K6-2 3D processor 

• 3Q NOW! Technology • 123Mb SDRAM 
. 13 Gb Hard disk • 8 Mb ATI 3D AGPx2 
Graphics • 4x DVD-ROM Drive • 3D PCI 
Wavetable sound • 15' digital colour screen 

• 51 2K cache • 56K PCI vac&laxdata modem 
« PC-7V system • VideoPhone camera • Wmasuvs 
93, Keyboard. Meuse. 1 44Mt) floppy drive. Video trainer 
Recovery disk Antf/nus and backup CDs included 

• Vfear 20G0 compliant 

450-3d Model 

As above but with faster 450MHz AMD processor 
and executive subwoofer audio sysem. Excludes 
VideoPhone and camera Ei 1 49 + VAT 
= £1390.03 total price. n 

EXEC Models: Include 5 top games, joystick 
gamepad, microphone, and 13 ears CD titles for 
just £99 Phis VAT=£i 1 633 Extra. 

Franc exes 4.X-20 if =■•&: 33J 450- 3P yf. Ex* 




SAVE AT LEAST £400 




Epson Stylus 440. dual 
cartndge colour inkjet 
printer (RRP £119). 
Choice of printer 
cables at extra cost. 


Advanced M 
colour scanner 
also works as 
a photocopier end 
fex machine {RRP £lt9) 




Scanner 


* IBM Speech software * 7 Lotus business packs 

• 7 home titles ■ 7 educational titles * Modem 
Internet Pack • Farrfly+ Pack 

TWo Special Finance Options 

1. Pay Nothing Until March 2000 

12 Months Interest Rea Oplfan on Exec models only 

A ADO Typed Finance Example: 

11% "T* 1 No deposit In lEmorths after pay 
w-TxntEM rati price c! £1000 APR 0% 

0£%$ APR gt 56 mortis at £48.88. 

aU%4VEMB "Rsal pne* Cl 76300. APR 26.ff4. 

2. Time Low APR Purchase Plan 

cn any model 

_ — Typfeal Fhaioe Example. 

liigAPR “y? "fgfg 1 

■iVQL iVW _ aru 48 norats mt 


for salespeople who 
take the time 

to understand 

your needs 

for clear explanations 

in plain English 

- not jargon 

to cut out the 
middleman and cut 
the cost of computers 

to visit us 

- we probably have a 
Time store with easy 
parking, within 
15 minutes drive of 
your home 


ru help & advice on choosiig 
the ri^a PC, ca9 mo your local 
Tune store, speak to our advisors 
end pickup your 

FREE video pack 


we’re on your side 


^ The award wirttiin$ PC manufacturer 
that’s, ttie DIO s ; la rcjest PC retailer' 

; NOW OREN IN-BUJEWATEB A BYFLEET • 


Direct order line Freephone 

0800771107 

Open: Moo-Fri 83flam-7pnv Sat 9am^pm 
Son & Bank Holidays I0anv4pm 
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Over 120 stores nationwide Open late everyday 
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For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 

Information lines open 9am-7pm everyday 
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Footsie holds firm as 
US queries BP value 


.AMERICAN INVESTORS are 
: . questkmmg the London valu- 
ations being accorded to the 
shares of BP Amoco, the oil 
behemoth with the highest 
market capitalisation. 

•- In heavy trading, BP 
Amoco fell 3Q.5p to i,048.5p, 
with analysts at the Ing in- 
vestment house in New Vbrk 
.believed to be dedarmg that 
the shares were up to 200 p 
overpriced. 

The Americans could be 
: taking a particnfarty paro chial 
view. Many domestic fund 
managers are desperately 
short of BP Amoco shares; 
some have yet to adjust to the 
merger: They are certain to 
chase the stock if, as expect- 
ed, the takeover of Atlantic 
Richfield is rolled out D-day 
fallow said to be today. 

But the .British pool of 
shares is not espanding. It is 
estimated that around 37 per 
dent of BP Amoco is now 
owned by US investors, and if 
. toe Arico deal goes through the . 


Market 

Report 



DEREK 

Pain 


UPTON & SOUTHERN, the 
department store chain, is 
shnriy switching its focus 
from retailing to head- 
hunting. It is pypanrirng its 
Garner International - . 
recruitment slide and its ' 
nest acquisition, likely 
within the next few 
months, vriD involve a 
services company. 

. The traditional retailing 
operation was hit by tough 
trading in its north- 
eastern heartland. Half- 
year profits fell to £40,000 
against £238,000; the 
shares held at JL5p. 
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transatlantic representation 
could increase to 50 per cent 

Although most London 
traders see BP Amoco stock 
moving ahead, the Americans 
haVe for the moment got the 
upper hand,, inflicting not 
mranaderabte daroage to the 
shares. . 

The rest of the stock mar- 
ket mare than held its own, 
with Jbotsie, for the fifth day 
in succession, moving ahead 
However, the - gain was re- 
stricted to 3L2 points fatter 
88.4} to 6t295.3.The small cap 
index was also firm, gaining 
3.5 points .to 2^399.9. 

I^wer interest-rate hopes 
and an uneventful New York 


performance helped to settle 
any nerves stemming from 
the Balkan crisis. 

The last day of the trading 
quarter produced some odd 
deals. The Stock Exchange 
does not like &e term “rogue 
trades”, but it certainly looted 
as though attempts were 
made to influence some com- 
puterised order-book valua- 
tions. 

. . Fbr example Energis, on 
the back of an l,800p trade for 
only 2,710 shares, was at one 
time up 154p; the price ended 
116p higher at l,762p. 

And South African Brew- 
eries, reflecting a 2,673-share 
deal made at at 565p, at one 
time sported a 30.5p gain; the 
shares ended lOp higher at 
544Jjp. 

Window dressing for the 
(parter-end, phis adjustments 
for the looming dose of the tax 
year, as well as the stampede 
into PEPS, kept the market on 
its toes, helping turnover to 
nudge LI bMon shares. 

The end of Enterprise Oil’s 
second flirtation with Lasmo 
left thetwo oil groups a trifle 
sbafy; Enterprise fell I0.5p to 
356. 75p and Lasmo 89.25p at 
l25J5p. 


BG lost 5.25p to 364p, un- 
settled by suggestions that it 
could be tempted to bid for 
Lasmo. 

PowerGen firmed 3p to 
682p. Edison Mission Energy, 
a US utifiiy, was said to be on 
the verge of buying coal-feed 
generators after emer ging as 
the highest bidder. It is offer- 
ing PowerGen around fim. 
But the industry feeling is 
the Government may restrict 
the US group to just one of the 
PowerGen plants. Such a 
block would leave the way 
dear for newly created Scot- 
tish & Southern to snap up 
the other PowerGen opera- 
tion; Scottish fell I6p to 560p. 

Breweries were flat as wor- 
ries about the upcoming Scot- 
tish & Newcastle year’s 
results continued to create 
anxiety. S&N felll8pto 666.5p 
and Bass I35p to B4i.5p. But 
Whitbread bucked the trend 
with a 21p advance to 957p. 

Takeover action, real and 
rumoured, once again swirled 
on the undercard. Power- 
screen, the hard pressed 
engineer, jumped 44.5p to 
I49.5p with a bidder circling 
and IOC International, mak- 
ing fibre-optic equipment, 
added I6.5p to 72p as a US 
share exchange offer materi- 
alised. 

Capital Industries firmed 
Zp to 37.5p; Rutland Trust lift- 
ed its stake to 48.7 per cent 
and launched a mandatory 
offer at 40p. 

The day’s management 
buyout was provided by 
Warner Howard, a laundry 
systems group. The shares 
rose 18 jp to 2G25p after the 
company said it was in talks 
with its' deputy chairman. 
Robin Phillips. Any bid. it 
said, would be at a "small pre- 
mium” to the market price. 

Stanley Leisure, the book- 
ie, fell 22jp to 275p after a 
profits warning. Its offer for 
casino operator Capital Cor- 
poration is in cash at 85p a 
share. 

Sausage skin maker Devro 
added another L5p to I6L5p 
on continuing takeover talks, 
and PiUrington. the glass 
maker, was again excited by 
reports of an overseas strike; 
fee shares rose a further 3 5p 
(after 65p) at 82Jjp_ 

Johnson Matthey, the 
metals group, gave up 20p to 
466 3p. There was talk of a 
Collins Stewart profits down- 


grade, from Cl 34m to £l30m. 

Rio Tinto, down 32p to 
859,5p, was ruffled by a Mer- 
rill Lynch downgrading; the 
same bouse also took a more 
cautious view of department 
store chain Debenhams, low- 
ering toe price 15p to 473.5p. 

Nycomed Amersham, the 
healthcare group, rose by 
36.5p to 540p following a pre- 
sentation at a conference or- 
ganised by Salomon Smith 
Barney. Contract caterer 
Compass, after a meeting 
with analysts, served up an 
I8p gain to 71 7p. 

British American Tobac- 
co was stubbed down 24^p to 
516p following toe latest US 
smoking-and-cancer legal 
case award. There are also 
fears that the Australians will 
attempt to block BAT’S pro- 
posed global merger with 
Rothmans International The 
merger would give BAT 62 per 
cent of toe Australian tobac- 
co market, embracing “near- 
ly all the major Australian 


FORTUNE OIL caused 
confbsion; toe shares 
firmed lp to 4p in often 
busy trading after the 
group made it clear that 
losses of $59.9m occurred 
last year and were not an 
indication of this year’s 
results. 

The group has raised an 
extra £12.5m that will be 
pumped into its reshaped 
operations in China. Barry 
Cheung mastermind of 
Fortune's Chinese build- 
up, has quit as chief 
executive; he is replaced 
by Richard Wong. 


cigarette brands”. 

Ryland, the garage group, 
motored ahead by I2p to 82jp. 
The group, valued at £23.4m. 
has sold its Multifleet opera- 
tion to Paribas in a deal pric- 
ing its fleet hire business at 
£25m. The transaction should 
produce a £l4m exceptional 
profit for Ryland. 

Aim-traded educational 
publisher Q Group, up lip at 
88.5p. said it was thinking 
about a possible share pres- 
ence on toe Amsterdam stock 
market 
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PRECIOUS METALS 
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RMC eyes US and 
Europe for growth 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

rmc, toe building materials 
group, yesterday said it could 
spend up to £ 1 . 2 bn to bi^y busi- 
nesses in the fast-growing US 
md European markets. 

The world’s largest produc- 
er of ready^mixed concrete said 
it would add to last year’s £256m 

acquisition spending in an bid to 
reduce its dependence on Ger- 
many, where demand and prices 
have slumped, and the UK, 
where volumes are unlikely to 
grow. 

PC ter Young, chief executive, 
said RMC would strive to exploit 
toe boom in the US market, 
where a $200bn i£l27bn) infra- 
structure programme will boost 
demand for the next five years. 
The US nowaccounts for about 
18 per cent of group profits, com- 
pared with more than half from 
the UK and Germany MrYbung 
said he wanted the US contri- 
bution to reach 20 per cent for 
the next two or three years. 

RMCTs US ambitions pleased 
the market ard triggered an 11 
per cent rise in the shares to 
83&5p. The group underlined its 
commitment to the US yester- 
day with the purchase of two 
ready-mixed concrete compa- 
nies with operations in Texas, 
Nevada and New Mexico for a 
total £72.lm. The acquisitions 
raise RMC's US coverage from 
nine to 12 states. 

RMC could significantly boost 
its American presence if it suc- 
ceeds in buying Scancem, the 
Scan dinav ian building materials 
group that owns several US 
assets. RMC yesterday received 
unexpected help in the race for 


RMC : AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £2.24bn. share price 838.5p (+8Ep) 

Five-year record 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 


Turnover (Ebh) 

-3,68 

4.06 

4.08 • 

4.83 

4.41 

Pre-tax profits (Em) 

283 

337 

296 

307.6 

264.5 

Earnings per Jhare^p} / 

66.3 

80.3 

68.S 

70.0 

602 

Dividends per share (p) 

22.2 

25.1 

26.S 

28.0 

27.0 
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1 300 
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Branram; T jennait J ohansson, a 
Scancem board member; said 
RMC was ‘'willing to buy whole 
or part” of the group, which 
owns Castle Cement, Britain's 
second-largest cement wiakw 

RMC is understood not to 
have reached a decision yet on 
whether to hid far Scancem, but 
Mr Young said the company 
was looking at a range of 
acquisition opportunities. These 
included expanding in Eastern 
Europe and in Western Euro- 
pean countries apart from Ger- 
many. 

The poor performance of the 
German operations was chiefly 
responsible for a 14 per cent fall 
in 1998 pre-tax profits to £264£m 
on sales up by 1.8 per cent to 


£4.4bn. Hie results, flagged in a 
warning in January, suffered 
from a collapse in the east Ger- 
man market where volumes for 
RMC products fell 24 per cent 
hit by overcapacity in the build- 
ing industry The slump is ex- 
pected to continue into 1999, with 
volumes set to fall by a further 
6 to 7 per cent the company said. 

Germany is set to weigh 
heavily on RMC’s future 
prospects, despite the shrinking 
size of its profit contribution, and 
the shares are no more than a 
hold at present As one analyst 
said, toe shares, on around 12 
times a 1999 profit forecast of 
£290m, “look quite cheap, but 
there is still this problem in 
Germany.” 


Duty-free 
end sends 
Alpha into 
nosedive 

By Andrew verity 

SHARES IN Alpha Airports 
plunged by 11 per cent yester- 
day when the airport services 
group slashed its dividend in an 
attempt to rebuild a business 
devastated by the loss of duty- 
free retail contracts. 

Alpha said it was recom- 
mending a final dividend of just 
i.lfip a share for a total of 3p for 
the year - 44 per cent down. The 
shares, which have been grad- 
ually losing altitude for five 
years, cIos«l 8p down at 62J3p. 

Alpha, which runs baggage 
handling, catering and retail 
services at airports, said it had 
cut toe payout in the light of 
BAA's decision not to renew its 
retail management contracts at 
Heathrow airport last yean 

The decision knocked 10 per 
cent off Alpha's turnover; BAA, 
the airports operator will with- 
draw a similar contract for 
Gatwick in June, and Alpha is 
now bracing itself for tins July’s 
abolition of duty free in Europe. 

Kevin Abbott, chief executive, 
said: “The reason for the divi- 
dend cut is that we have a 
large number of new projects 
with existing customers in toe 
pipeline.” He said the group had 
to preserve its financial capac- 
ity to exploit new opportunities. 

Analysts were surprised by 
the cut but said it did little 
harm to an already bombed-out 
stock. Urn Sedgwick of Henry 
Cook predicts earnings per 
share of 8.4p in 1999, putting the 
group on a forward p/e of just 
six; potentially a good invest- 
ment but not without risk. 


McKechnie plans £ 200m spending 


THE ENGINEERING group, 
McKechnie, could spend up to 
£200m on further acquisitions as 
its reshaping continues. The 
company said yesterday that 
more deals could be announced 
in the next few months in its core 
specialist engineering and plas- 
tics divisions, with several ac- 
quisitions under negotiation. 

In plastics. McKechnie 
makes crates for supermarkets. 


by nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

bodies for Dyson vacuum clean- 
ers and the “widgets” in Guin- 
ness cans. In specialist 
engineering the group focuses 
on fasteners for aerospace and 
cars and plastic inserts for mo- 
bile phones. Margins are high- 
er and the products have scope 
for international expansion. 


Following the £63.5m sale of 
the Austr alian consumer prod- 
ucts businesses, the remaining 
consumer business looks non- 
core. A sale seems certain, 
although chief executive Andrew 
Walker says the time is not yet 
right to sell this good cash gen- 
erator. 

McKechnie delivered solid 
half-year results, with profits 
flat at £28.6m. Profits from con- 


tinuing operations rose 23 per 
cent Margins are rising, and hit 
14 percent in the US, nowyield- 
ing 36 per cent of profits. 

The group’s strategy is start- 
ing to lift the share price. On full- 
year forecasts of £59J>m the 
shares - down 3jp to 436 5p yes- 
terday - trade on a forward 
multiple of 10. With a healthy 5 
per cent dividend yield, they 
look good value. 


Sell spinach, 
buy beans 

CHARLES SCHWAB, the Amer- 
ican-owned telephone share- 
dealing service, has come up 
with a revolutionary kind of in- 
vestment. if its bulletin for 
spring 1999 is anything to go by. 

The bulletin includes a reg- 
istration form for its next pri- 
vate investors conference and 
exhibition at Bfrmingham's In- 
ternational Convention Centre 
on Saturday 15 May. tickets 
from £10 to £40. 

Among other things, the 
form asks you to tick which type 
of investor you are: “active", 
“norice" - or ■■vegetarian". 

I've heard of ethical invest- 
ing, but never vegetarian in- 
vesting 

Does this mean you can 
specify “Only put my fluids into 
carrots and broccoli, please."? 

The answer is more prosa- 
ic. Charles Schwab have got 
their dietary requirements 
questions mixed up with “type 
of investor". 

It’s a nice thought, though. 
Perhaps some innovative funds 
marketeer should pick it up. 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



Ballot mystery 

MICHAEL HARDERN, the spir- 
itual father of the carpet- 
baggers’ movement continues 
to baffle and infuriate the build- 
ing society movement by turn. 

On Friday he rang Britannia 
Building Society to tell them 
that he had decided to withdraw 
from the upcoming election to 
the board. Mr Hardera, a free- 
lance butler, had been running 
on a demutualisation ticket 
hoping to engineer windfall 
payouts to Britannia's 1.25 mil- 
lion voting members. 

However, a spokeswoman 
for Britannia told me yesterday: 
"We have heard nothing further 
from Mr Hardem. We have re- 
ceived no official confirmation 
that he is withdrawing from the 
election. Therefore we are con- 
tinuing with the vote." The vot- 


ing forms have to be in by 
26 April. 

She adds that balloting the 
members has already cost £2 m , 
and re-mailing to inform them 
ofMrHardem's (unconfirmed! 
withdrawal would have cost 
another Elm. Mr Hardem was 
unavailable for comment yes- 
terday. 

The election literature from 
Bri tanni a certainly makes 
blood-curdling reading. A sep- 
arate insert in the pack, signed 
by Calum A MacLeod, chair- 
man, says: “"With the exception 
of Mr Michael Hardem, an can- 
didates [for the board] have 
provided the information re- 
quired to establish that they are 
■fit and proper’." 

Mr MacLeod adds that Mr 
Hardem has so far refused 
three written requests to pro- 
vide such information. 

The voting card also help- 


fully points out next to Mr 
Hardem’s name; “Your board 
recommends that you DO NOT 
vote for this candidate." 

I think we get the idea. 

Second thoughts 

YESTERDAY AT midday we re- 
ceived a fax from Mitsubishi 
Motors saying that Stephen 
Dixon was stepping aside as 
managing director of Colt Car 
Company the UK distributor for 
Mitsubishi cars, after four 
years with the company. 

Then four hours later we re- 
ceived another fax from Mit- 
subishi, saying that Mr Dixon 
“would like to thank all those 
who had helped and supported 
him during his time with the 
company". It added that Colt 
had hoped to extend his con- 
tract for a further period but 
“satisfactory terms could not be 
agreed." 

Evidence of a bust up? Not 
at all, said Colt: “We just 
couldrft get hold of Mr Dixon for 
a quote when we sent the first 
fax out" 

E-mail: j.wiUco(&(g indepen- 
dent. co.uk 
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Legal Notices 


The liuohmcy Act 19B6 
MIRABEN LIMITED 
(In LHtuiddlwn) 
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Chat Lines 



To advertise 
in this 

section please 
call Siobhan 
Me Caul on 
0171 293 
2347. 


The Insolvency Ad 1986 
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No. 001488 oF 1999 
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INSOLVENCY 1 ACT 1986 
ZEDMATE DEVELOPMENTS 
LIMITED 
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Britain’s John Uoyd (main picture) a dmi tted be was ‘made to look at Idiot on court 1 by John McEnroe, makin g his Davis Cap debut, in the. 1978 final In California. Britain's teamjtop, from left; Mark Cox. John Lloyd, Buster 
Mottram and David Lloyd) were so outplayed by America (Bob Lutz, Stan Smith, John McEnroe and Brian Gottfried) that after Mottram’s victory over Gottfried they foiled to win another set Monte Fresco 

Resisting the lure of Davis Cup 
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GREAT SPORTING 

« events are made by 
those present, not by 
those who choose 
□otto be there. Enough ink and 
paper has been used to bemoan 
the absence of two of tennis's 
most famous players, Pete 
Sampras and Andre Agassi, 
from the American team to play 
Britain in the Davis Cup over 
three days starting tomorrow. 

Sampras and Agassi have 
their own reasons for giving 
Birmingham a miss, and also 
for announcing that they will 
not be available for the official 
centenary match in Boston in 
July whether the United States 
are involved in the quarter- 
finals or the qualifying round. 

Multi-millionaire tennis 
players have a demanding 
schedule. Dwight Davis, the 
Harvard student from St Louis 
who donated the magnificent 
sterling silver trophy in 1899, and 
played in the early matches, 
would have understood that 
Wealthy to begin with, he led 
a busy life: developing the fam- 
ily business; setting unprece- 
dented standards in public 
sports and recreational ameni- 
ties as a park commissioner, 
serving as a major in the army 
in France in Whrid War L for 
which he was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross for 
heroism; strengthening Amer- 
ica's military resources as 
President Cooiidge's secretary 
of war; and earning respect as 
President Hoover’s governor- 
general of the Philippines. 

This is by no means the only 
occasion that prominent play- 
ers have declined their ser- 
vices. It happened for the 
inaugural match in 1900 be- 
tween the United States and the 
British Isles. The Doherty 


By John Roberts 

brothers, Reggie and Laurie, 
who between them held both 
the Wimbledon singles and 
doubles titles, did not play for 
the British Isles because thqy 
did not like ocean travel. 

As the American author 
Nancy Kriplen points out in 
Dioight Davis: The Man and 
the Cup: “Several of the ele- 
ments that had been factors in 
the outcome of the first Davis 
Cup competition would surface 
again and again in future cup 
challenges. Overconfidence, for 
instance, and dissatisfaction 
with the condition of the host 
country’s courts, and possibly 
most important, the inability of 
a country (or its tennis associ- 
ation) to convince its leading 
players that they were needed 
and that patriotism outranked 
personal convenience." 

The British Isles team for the 
first match comprised Arthur 
Wentworth Gore, 32, “a striking 
instance of lawn tennis long- 
evity", who went on to win 
Wimbledon in 1901, 1908 and 
1909; Herbert Roper Barrett 26, 
a London solititoi; who was 
noted for doubles play, and 
Ernest Black, a 27-year-old 
Scot who was the champion of 
Scotland and Yorkshire. Gore, 
foe captain, was ranked No 5 in 
England, Black No 6, and Bar- 
rett No 13. 

It was later said that selection 
had been affected by Britain's in- 
volvement in the Boer War, al- 
though of their leading players, 
only Dr W V Eaves was serving 
in South Africa. (The Sparrish- 
American War affected the 
careers of at least two experi- 
enced American players. Bill 
Lamed and Bob Wrenn). 

Before they left London, 


Gore, Black and Barrett had 
lunch with the Lawn Tennis As- 
sociation and were presented 
with white satin caps embroi- 
dered with the Royal Standard. 
The three arrived in New York 
aboard the Campania on 4 
August, four days before the 
match was due to start. The 
Americans expected them to go 
straight to Boston to practise. 
Instead the visitors took a trip 
to Niagara FbJls. It has been 
■suggested that they thought the 
match was due to start two days 
later than the actual schedule. 


It transpired that rain delayed 
the start for a day. 

The venue, Longwood, had 
an ominous ring. The Longwood 
Cricket Chib had taken its name 
from an estate in Brookline be- 
longing to the Sears family. In 
1840, David Sears, Boston's 
richest citizen, named his new 
country place Longwood after 
the dilapidated house where 
his hero. Napoleon Bonaparte, 
died on St Helena. 

Temperatures touched 136F 
on court, and the visitors were 
bemused by the corkscrew 


twist serves perfected by two of 
the Americans, Dwight Davis 
and Holcombe Wand, not to 
mention Malcolm Whitman's 
“rattlesnake". Although Black 
took the first set against Davis, 
the father of the competition 
went on to win, 4-6, 6-2, 64. 6-4. 
Gore was overwhelmed by 
Whitman, 6-1. 6-3, 62. 

As the “egg-shaped lump" left 
Whitman’s strings. Gore swiftly 
switched his racket from one 
hand to the other “Finally," the 
Boston Morning Journal re- 
ported. Gore “wound up by 


letting the ball escape him al- 
together”. The next day Davis 
and Ward beat Black and Roper 
6-4. 6-4, 64. The two “dead” 
singles rubbers were abandoned 
because of a thunder storm. 

“The grounds were abom- 
inable,” Gore wrote. “Picture to 
yourself a court in England 
where the grass has been the 
longest you ever encountered; 
double the length of that grass 
and you have the courts at 
Longwood at that time. 

“The net was a disgrace to 
civilised lawn tennis, held up 



Britain’s Darvis Cup team of 1936 at Eastbourne (from left): CRD Tuckey G P Hughes, Tom Whittaker. Fred Perry, 
H W Austin and Dan MaskelL Whittaker was Arsenal football dob's trainer, who was recruited to improve (lie 
tennis players* fitness for the tie against America Allsport 


guy ropes which were continu- 
ally sagging... As for the balls... 
They were awful - soft and 
motherly - and when served 
with the American twist came 
at you like an animated egg- 
plum... We had never experi- 
enced this service before and 
it quite nonplussed us.” 

Gore did not find fault with 
everything, however. “The 
spectators were most impartial 
and the female portion thereof 
not at all unpleasant to gaze 
upon... The umpires, who sat 
on chairs perched on tables, 
and the linesmen discharged 
their duties most satisfactori- 
ly. Indeed, we had nothing to 
complain about in regard to 
American sportsmanship and 
hospitality... 

“I was only in America a 
week, and I often laugh to my- 
self over the fact that I 
journeyed some 6,800 miles to 
play 30 games. I stiC do not 
grumble. 

“There was no one else to 
represent England and I felt I 
had to go despite the inconve- 
nience and personal expense to 
which we were put 

“Whitman, let me conclude, 
was one of the finest singles 
players I ever saw." 

All at sea figuratively in 1900, 
the Lawn Tennis Association 
persuaded the Doherty broth- 
ers to cross the Atlantic for the 
second Davis Cup challenge in 
1902 (Dr Joshua Pim, 33, from 
Ireland, was the third member 
of the team). 

The tie was played in New 
York, the Americans winning, 
3-2. The Dohertys returned to 
take the trophy with a 4-1 vic- 
toiy in 1903, the Americ ans 
gaining their solitary point by 
default (Reggie Doherty was in- 
jured and the home team 


THE FIRST TIME 
( 1900 ) 

Dwight Davis be Ernest Black (GB) 4-6. 
&-2. 6-4. 6-4 

Malcolm Whitman bt Arthur Gone 

(GB) 6-1. 6-3. 6-2 

Davis and Hoioombe Vferd bt Btadk and 

Herbert Roper Barrett 6-4. 6-4. 6-4 

Daws led Gore, 9-7. 9-9 (unfinished). 

US bt British Isles 3-0 (Boston. 

Mass) 

THE LAST TIME 
( 1978 ) 

John McEnroe be John Lloyd (GB) 6- 1 . 
6 - 2 , &-2 

Buster Mottram (GB) bt Brian Gott- 
fried 4-6. 2-6. 10-8. 6-4. 6-3 
Bob Lutz and Stan Smith bt David Uoyd 
and Mark Cox (GB) 6-2. 6-2. 6-3 
McEnroe bt Mortram 6-2. 6-2. 6-1 
Gottfried bt John Uoyd 6-1 6-2. 6-4 
US bt Britain 4-1 (Palin Springs, 
«■) 


refused to allow Harold Mahony 
to replace him). 

Britain have defeated the 
United States seven times in 17 
meetings, four of the triumphs 
having been recorded in the 
1930s, the Fred Perry era. The 
last British win against the 
Americans was in the 1935 
Challenge Round, a 5-0 winter 
wash, on the Centre Court at 
Wimbledon. Herbert Roper 
Barrett was Britain's captain. 

David Uoyd, the current cap- 
tain. and his bother John, the 
coach, played in the last match 
between the two countries, the 
1978 final at Mission Hills Coun- 
try Club in Palm Springs, Cali- 
fornia. Buster Mottram saved a 
match point before defeating 
Brian Gottfried Britain did not 
win a set in the other four 
matches. John McEnroe made 
his Davis Cup sin gl es debut, 
beating John Uoyd and Mot- 
tram. *Tve never been made to 
look an idiot on court before," 
John Uoyd said “Not by Borg, 
not by Connors, not by anyone 
until I played McEnroe today.” 


Lara justifies use of overused superlatives 


ONE OF the things to be 
learned from Brian Lara’s 
match-winning 153 against 
Australia in Barbados an Tues- 
day is that sportswriting is all 
too frequently debased by 
immoderate assessment 

Tremendous by any stan- 
dards. thrilling, daring and 
gutsy in the face of Glenn Mc- 
Grath's hostile fast bowling, 
Lara's innings justified all the 
superlatives showered on it 
from the commentary box by 
past cricketing heroes. 

Impressions of class trip 
too lightly from the tongue in 
a sporting era when people use 
“great" for “average", “sensa- 
tional" for “good", and “im- 



Ken Jones 


mortal” for “competent", but 
there was no rush of irritation 
here when Jeff Thomson de- 
clared that he had seen genius 
at work. 

The more you think about 


the circumstances of an effort 
that held me rivetted to Sky 
TV's transmission for four 
hours, the more you have to 
agree that Lara merited 
Thomson’s estimation. 

Until Lara compiled a 
double-century in the second 
Test to level the series he had 
not readied three figures for 
more than 12 months. He was 
held to account for the recent 
loss of all five Tests to South 
Africa. On Tuesday afternoon, 
Lara found himself at the 
crease with only four wickets 
left (although Jimmy Adams 
provided commendabfy Sub- 
born resistance; and Aus- 
tralia’s target a distant one. 


Fearlessly, Lara took the 
initiative, c utting and rirrrmg tn 
such effect that Australia's 
leg-spinners Shane TOarne and 
Stuart MacGill were battered 
out of the action. With onfy two 

wickets in hand the West Indies 
were still 60 short but Lara got 
them there, victory completed 
with a flashing cover drive. 

After a certain age, the 
haves of our youth are always 
more mythic, larger than life. 
than those we acquire later 
on. ybu secretly think that Don 
Bradman and Denis Compton 
would have plundered today's 
howling attacks. That Stanley 
Matthews and Tom Finney 
would have adjusted effort- 


lessly to the pace of modern 
JbotbaH That Willie Pep would 
have made utter nonsense of 
Naseem darned 's claim to be 
one of the great featherweight 
champions. Weren't the 
summers hotter, the winters 
col dec days longec nights dark- 
er, then? Hasn't the world 
shrunk since you grew up? 

Trouble is that too many 
sporting conclusions are 
reached without the benefit of 
comparison. How can any of 
today's footballers be put up 
against Pele and the equally 
talented Alfredo di Stefeno if 
you never saw them? The 
greatest batsman I have ever 
seen - albeit towards the end 


ofhis career- is Bradman. The 
best fast bowlec Ray Lind- 
wall. Muhammad ALi is the 
best heavyweight of my expe- 
rience but respect is held out 
for those who saw and argue 
in favour of Joe Louis. 

Given technological devel- 
opments in golt isn't it possi- 
ble that Ben Hogan and Sam 
Snead would have been as 
long from the tee as Tiger 
Woods? Equally, it is hard to 
imagine that Jack Niddaus’s 
probably unassailable record of 
major championships could 
have been achieved against 
today's depth of talent 

You can go on and on like 
this, however it gets me no 


further from the aggravating 
feet of glib appraisal 

A habit of some football 
commentators and writers is to 
confer superior status on 
players who have yet to prove 
that the gift they were bom 
with can be successfully 
applied at the highest leveL lb 
my mind, the term “world 
class” in its purest form im- 
plies serious consideration for 
a team chosen from the best 
presently playing. In a wider, 
more illustrious context, it can 
be applied to the best ever. 

For some years now I have 
gone around with a list in my 
head of eight footballers who fig- 
ure beyond all reasonable 


doubt in the highest category. 
They are: Pele, Di Stefeno, 
Ferenc Puskas, George Best 
John Charles. Diego Ma radona 
Johan Cruyff and Franz Beck- 
enbauer. Many came dose, but 
not dose enough in debate 
with managers and coaches to 
make disagreement more than 
marginal 

Apart from natural talent 
the quality common to all those 
players in tbeir prime was 
determination. 

Along with rare powers of 
skill and imagination, it stood 
out in the marvellous innings 
Lara played on Tuesday. A 
genius of his game. No ques- 
tion about it 
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Motor Racing: Ford looking for fresh success as the British Touring Car Championship gets under way 

w * 

No looking back for Richards 


by Derick allsop 


SPORT/25 

I Bulls are 
seeking 
rapid 
revenge 


THESE ARE heady days for 
Ford Motorsport The new 
Ftocus, cajoled by Cohn McRae, 
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onthe World Rally Champion- 
ship and the Stewart Grand 
Prixcai; powered by Ehrd Cos- 
worth’s latest engine, has sur- 
prised most observers with its 
competitive start to the For- 
mula One season." 

The pressure is now on the 
man entrusted with cwnnnand 
of the fliird major prong in the 
company's attack, the Br itish 
Touring Car -Championship 
campaign,' which begins at 
Dbmngtan Park on Sunday. 

Da^Riehards,thebeadof 
the Prodrive team running the 
Mondeo^ has enjoyed consid- 
erable success across the 
motor spoil spectrum, and 
ironically lost McRae to Ford 
after moulding the Soot into a 
world champion at Subaru. 

~ However Richard’s ultimate 
objective is to prove himself in 
Formula One’ aid last autumn 
he abandoned his much-trum- 
peted association with Benet- 
ton over differences of opinion 
with the Italian family 
'He acknowledges that if he 
is to be given anotoer opportu- 
nity at the highest level of the 


TOURING CARS 
1999 SCHEDULE 


4-5- April Doolqgtoa hrh 

17 - 18 April ! SilwentOBe 

2- 3 May Ttanocton 

15-16 May .J fcwdi Hatch 

30-31 May. Odton Paris 

19-20 June Dontngma tali 

3- 4 July Craft 

17 July Snettevtan 

31 July-1 August .Thraxtoa 

14-15 August KnodchUl 

29-30 August -Brands Hatch 

11-12 September Oafton tak 

18- 19 September — Jlhei rH o p t 
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Three leading challengers line up for this year's British Touring Car Championship (from left): the Honda Accord, Fbrd Mondeo and Volvo S40 


Double Red 


sport, let alone achieve fulfil- 
ment, he must guide Fbrd to the 
forefron t of ^ notoriously ratb- 
less touring car battleground. 

*Tm conscious people will be 
re-assessing me, and in that 
regard it’s a hit like r unning a 
football team,” Richar ds said. 
“I guess football managers 
have the same sort of pressures 

nn them wwy Hnw* then- toimK 

step onto toe field.- 
“Ybtfre only as good as your 
last result, mid people soon 
forg^ if ytmhavea few bad re- 
sults andyou go dorwnhilL Peo- 
ple don't remember the good 
times, they rememberpnly the 
bad times. 

' “I’m convinced an oppactu- 
nifytohack will arise. ButI want 
to go back toFbrnmla Oneinthe 
right cne umstan ccs to win, with 
the wherewithal to do the job 
property, not fry dint of needing 
to be there out of ego, out of fi- 
nancial reasons or any other” 
Richards maintains his year 
at Benetton had its positive 
spin-off, which he believes wiB 


enhance his prospects with the 
Fbrd touring car venture. 

*Tmnot a person for looking 
hark dwelling on er r o rs of judg- 
ment, mistakes or whatever” he 
said “I frankly came out of last 
year a lot stronger a lot better 
for it It was a learning year 
“My approach to the way we 
are doing the Fbrd touring car 
programme- the general way 
we’ve gone about things, and 
toe focus we put an things -I’ve 
taken with me fr om last year” 
The sense of renewal em- 
braces the entire operation, 

mrindm gtfa* recr uitment of the 

drivers, the former champion, 
Alain Menu, of Switzerland, 
from Renault, and the runner- 
up in last season's champion- 
ship, Britain’s Anthony Reid, 
from Nissan. 

Richards said: “Fbrd have 
taken quite a big step, a brave 
step, as I beEeve they are doing 
in rallying and Fbrmula One. 

*T think we’ve got a great 
pair of drivers. Alain was with 
mem our BMW days and joined 
us because he wanted another 
crack at the championship, An- 
thony also saw that opportum- 

ty. Last year he came of age. 
“They’re both really fired 

up. They come to the team as 


arch rivals and they're chal- 
lenging each other; pushing 
the whole team forward.” 
Menu’s pedigree has long 
been respected, but Reid had to 
establish himself against a 
backdrop of prejudice and re- 
sentment John Cleland, a fel- 
low Scot and the senior driver 
in the champ i onship, famously 
dubbed Reid: “Mad Anthony.” 
Reid, whose accent would be 
more familiar in his present 
hometown, Oxford, than his 
native Glasgow, dismisses such 
jibes as “part of the initiation 
process” 

He said: *Td come back to 
the UK from Japan and people 
didn’t really know me. A lot of 
them tried it on with me and 1 
realised I had to earn their re- 
spect the hard way. It’s tough 
racing and you have to look 
after yourself 

“The sport needs heroes but 
not lunatics and I think people 
now know rm no lunatic. Most 
of the lunatics have been weed- 
ed out and onfrr a couple of the 
oldscbod are left We now have 
a new wave of quality drivers.” 
Richards is convinced his 
• drivers fit perfectly the com- 
bative and technical require- 
ments of the modern BTCC, 



Title contenders : Alain Menu (left* and Anthony Reid 


which in turn has struck a 
competitive balance after 
lurching perilously close to the 
frontiers of junk sport 

“All the best drivers are 
going to get involved in a few 
scrapes,” Richards said. “You 
have to be aggressive in there. 
The faint-hearted aren’t going 
to win and that's a fact of life. 

“The public come to watch it 
and the bump-and-bang is an 
accepted part of the tradition of 
the championship. But it’s not 
stock car racing and it must not 
be stock car racing." 


Richards expects that, if 
anything, the racing will be 
closer still this season. Despite 
the withdrawal of Audi and 
Peugeot, there remain five 
manufacturers between Fbrd 
and their ambitions: Honda. 
Nissan. Renault. Vauxhall and 
Volvo, with whom Sweden’s 
Rickard Rydell defends his title. 

Little wonder, therefore, that 
Richards’ team were perplexed 
when they discovered part of the 
Mondeo's bodywork was to be 
painted yellow which has a con- 
siderably heavier lead content 


than most pigments. Tbthdr re- 
lief, they were assured it would 
be applied to the front of the car 
which should aid performance. 

Tfesting suggests Honda have 
timed their preparation per- 
fectly and that Nissan, winners 
of the manufacturer and team 
awards last season, will again be 
among the front runners. How- 
ever, the factory drivers David 
Leslie and Laurent Aiello are in 
danger of being upstaged, ini- 
tially at least, by the iiKlependent 
driver Matt Neal, at the wheel 
of last season’s Primera. 

Neal, a 32-year-old company' 
director from Stourbridge, has 
the short-term incentive of 
pocketing £250,000 should he 
win a race this year, and the 
long-term objective of earning 
a works drive. 

“I had to prick myself after 
finishing fastest in testing the 
other day,” Neal said. “You get 
used to struggling after six 
years of it. I don’t think I’ve em- 
barrassed Nissan. I’m the stick 
prodding their works* drivers. 

"I’ve got such a good car and 
I’m hitting the ground run- 
ning. The factory team will get 
much stronger as the season 
progresses, so now is the time 
for me to strike." 


Leslie, the Scotsman who 
ended last season supporting 
his countryman's challenge, 
acknowledges he has to assert 
himself from the off this time if 
he is not to be assigned similar 
duties for the benefit of the 
Frenchman, Aiello. 

“This is my big chance," 
Leslie said. “I need a good 
start. Laurent doesn't know 
many of the circuits yet but he 
will be very quick. 

“All the teams will get 
stronger and the quality is im- 
proving all the time. Fbrd have 
done poorly over the last few 
seasons, but they could surprise 
people this year." 

Richards' prospects of a re- 
turn to Fbrmula One could de- 
pend on it The rumour mill has 
linked him with a possible fu- 
ture in the Fbrd Grand Prix or- 
ganisation, but if the BTCC 
alliance fails, that route may be 
blocked 

“Every time we go out we are 
under the spotlight," Richards 
said “We have to perform. If we 
get a few good results it will 
stand me in good stead 

“The way we’ve approached 
it is with little compromise. At 
the end of the day, the buck 
stops with me." 


Leblanc may have to quit 


THE FRENCH judge investi- 
gating doping in the Tour de 
France may extend his In- 
quiries to the veteran director 
of the race, Jean-Marie Le- 
blanc, the man who announced 
a new drugs “honour code” ft* 1 
the contest last yean 

Leblanc - known as ‘mon- 
sieur Tour” for his long asso- 
ciation with the world’s 
greatest cycle road race - has 
been ordered to attend a meet- 
ing with JudgeFfatrick Keil in 
IHle tonight The president of 
the French cycling federation, 
Daniel Baal, has also been 
summoned 

The judge is already investi- 
gating 12 people, including 
France’s most popular cydist, 
Bichar d Vfoenque, for their al- 
leged roles m the doping scan- 
dal that almost wrecked last 
year’s TbunAccordingto leaks 
to the French press, Judge Real 
intends to inform both Leblanc 
and Baal that they are now 
considered suspects in the casa 

If so, Leblanc, under his 
own tightened roles, would 
have tostand down as director 
of tile 1999 race, which begins 
at Puy-du-Fbn on 3 July. . 


CYCLING 


by John Lichfield 
in Paris 

It is reported that the judge 
may place the pair under formal 
examination - one step short of 
a charge - for “complicity” in 
the use of illegal substances. In 
effect the two men would then 
face possible charges of having 
tamed a blind eye to the use of 
illegal, performance-boosting, 
drugs by Tour riders over many 
years. 

There are doubts whether 
toe judge could make such a 
charge stick but he is said to be 
determined to pursue his in- 
quiries untQ he reaches the peo- 
ple ultimately responsible for 
the widespread use of drugs in 
cycling. The criminal ixxvesti- 


Tdui; when one of the trainers 
of the Festina team was ar- 
rested crossing the Belgian 
bonier with illegal substances 
In bis official team can 
- Since then, a string of peo- 
ple - including the team man- 
ager and the team leader; 
Virenque - have been placed 


muter for mal f nv p fi tigaHn n On 

Monday the judge extended 
the inquiry to the president of 
the professional cycling league, 
Roger Legeay, taking the in- 
vestigation beyond the riders 

and team offi cials into the high- 
er echelons of the sport for the 
first time. 

Under the new “Caesar’s 
Wife” code of conduct for the 
Tbur announced by Leblanc 
last year; anyone even sus- 
pected ofmvolvement with dop- 
ing will not be allowed to take 
pat. This almost certainly 
means that Virenque, now rac- 
ing for toe Italian Polti team, 
will be banned from the 1999 
Tbur Logically, it also means 
T«eblanc would have to step 
down if placed under investi- 
gation by Judge Kefl. 

Leaks to French newspapers 
suggest that the judge believes 
that senior cycling officials 
have committed “sins of omis- 
sion” by ignoring widespread 
use of endurance-enhancing 
drugs such as EPO. Virenque, 
who has adaman tly denied tak- 
ing drugs, is under nweshgotion 
for- t rafficking in the drugs as 
well as using them. 


Jones will have shot 
at five gold medals 


i RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Hadfield 


RECORDS COULD be at risk 
tonight, as well as agitated 
local pride, when Bradford and 
Leeds lock horns for the second 
time in five days. 

It is remarkable how often fix- 
ture lists plant a league match 
between two sides immediately 
before or after a Cup encounter 
The way that Leeds came from 
behind to beat their nearest and 
bitterest rivals in their semi-final 
on Sunday has only sharpened 
the appetite for this rapid 
opportunity for redress. 

Bradford describe demand 
for the game at Odsal as “un- 
precedented”. As last season's 
equivalent fixture, in freezing 
weather quite different from 
that expected tonight, attracted 
the Bubs 1 record Super League 
crowd of 19,188, this game must 
put both that figure and the best- 
ever crowd in Super League - 
20,429 for Wigan versus St 
Helens three years ago - in 
serious danger 

Even more to the point for 
Bradford is how they respond to 
the disappointment of defeat. 
Their coach, Matthew Elliott 
says that the R-word has not 
been men tioned, but that may be 
because the desire for revenge 

afferahlnw liheffiat isa ufaniaHn 
and needs no spelling out 

“We understand why we 
didn’t win. It is all about the 
usual reasons,” said Elliott 
“We are two very evenly 
matched teams and we lost 
concentration at crucial times." 

Elliott could still be without 
Bernard Dwyer and expects to 
lose Michael Withers and Stu- 
art Fielden from his semi-final 
line-up, but has Nathan McAvqy 
available. Not surprisingly, he 
will not finalise his decision on 
any other changes until shortly 
before the match. 

Leeds' Graham Murray is 
slightly less circumspect He 
may rest Darren Fleary and 
has already ruled out Richie 
Blackmore and Daryl Powell 
whose important stand-off role 
is likely to be to filled by moving 
Iestyn Harris and playing 
Marcus St Hilaire at hill -back. 

Although Leeds again 
showed their phenomenal re- 
silience at Huddersfield, this is 
a dangerous game for them. 
Defeat, following their loss to 
Wigan two weeks ago, could see 
them four points off the pace at 
this early stage of the season. 

Under a system involving a 
top-five play-off, that would not 
be disastrous, but it would mean 
that preparations for Wembley 
could be douded by concern over 
their Super League position. 

The Salford coach, Andy Gre- 
gory. still faring an internal dis- 
ciplinary inquiry, has dropped 
his experienced scrum-half. 
Martin Crompton, for tomor- 
row’s visit of Warrington. 


SKI HOTLINE 


IN THE hope that the 2000 
Olympics will become cele- 
brated as the “Athletes’ 
Games," the event's organisers 
have settled on a schedule 
which will allow Marion Jones 
a shot at histoiy. 

The United States sprinter 
will attempt to win an un- 
precedented five gold medals in 
track and field at Sydney, and 
her bid to become celebrated as 
the athlete of the games is 
gaining full support from the 
Sydney organisers. 

Jones will be trying to be- 
come the first woman in the 
sport to win five gold medals in 
one games, fhnny Biankers - 
Kben of the Netherlands is the 
only woman track and field 
competitor to win four golds at 
one games, in 1948. 

“Five golds is not just talk." 
Jones said earlier this year “ft 
is possible. If any athlete can do 
it it’s mvseii I was bom with 
a lot of talent but rm also a very 
hard worker." Unlike the At- 
lanta Olympics, where late ne- 
gotiations were needed to 
facilitate Michael Johnson's 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


By tony Harper 
in Sydney 

double at 200 metres and 400m. 
the Sydney committee has de- 
signed a schedule around 
Jones' needs. 

The only catch is thaL of the 
28 sports to be contested at the 
next Olympics, track and field’s 
governing body the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Feder- 
ation. is the only one yet to 
reach a formal schedule agree- 
ment with Sydney. However, 
Bob Elphinston. a Sydney 
spokesman, said: “We’re now- 
printing something like 9.3 mil- 
lion ticket brochures." he said. 
“It’s absolutely' crucial that we 
maintain that programme." 

The number of sports for 
Sydney has increased by two 
from Atlanta, with triathlon 
and taekwondo bringing the 
figure to 28. The introduction 
this month of four synchro- 
nised diving medals takes the 
number of events on the pro- 
gramme to 300, from 271 in 1996. 
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Thornton to 
ride last Lad 
for Pitman 


HE MAY be riding a 16-1 chance, 
but Andrew Thornton can be 
fairly sure that a majority of the 
millions who watch the Grand 
National on Saturday week will 
beep at least one eye on his 
progress. 

Thornton was booked yes- 
terday to partner N ah then Lad, 
whose form over the last cou- 
ple of seasons gives him no 
more than a slim hope of suc- 
cess, but who will also be Jenny 
Pitman's final runner in the big 
race. Given Ain tree’s habit of 
producing romantic results, 
only brave or unsentimental 
punters will leave his name off 
their slip. 

Even without his trainer's 
imminent retirement, N ah then 
Lad might attract support sim- 
ply because his overall form re- 
sembles that of Royal Athlete, 
Mrs Pitman's most recent Na- 

R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Bound For Pleasure 
(Leicester 4.10) 

' NB: Squire Corrie 
(Ling field 4.00) 

tional winner Like Royal Ath- 
lete, Nahthen Lad was a fine 
novice chaser but also a horse 
who then found it difficult to 
make his way in handicaps 
under an almost inevitable top 
weight There were distinct 
signs of a return to form, 
though, when he ran on into 
third place in the w illiam Hill 
National Hunt Handicap Chase 
at the Cheltenham Ftestival last 
month. 

Unlike Royal Athlete, how- 
ever Nahthen Lad is one of the 
more prominent horses in ante- 
post betting on the National, 
and until yesterday perhaps the 
outs tanding spare ride in the 
race. “It’s a nice sort of ride," 
Thornton said yesterday. “I 
know a bit about him. We were 
beaten only about 10 lengths in 
last year’s Scottish National. He 
won tfcb Sun Alliance, is the 
right age i lOyears old) and has 
a touch of class, so he'd have to 
have a decent chance.’’ 


ASCOT 

Gorig: Good to Rim (Good in places) 
ZDBc (an 4f name futile) 

1. NATIVE RECRUIT R Johnson 7-2 

ZBellewto L Wyer 40-1 

3. Copper Coin M A Fitzgerald 11-2 

Also rare 4-5 law In Question. KM Moon- 
shine Bey (4th). 14-1 Ashman (5th), 25-1 
Phfiosoptac, 50-1 Catohment, tXM Brown- 
ings Boy (6th). 

9 ran. Me. a a a (Winner chestnut geld- 
ing by Be My Natne out of Gas tie Stream, 
trained by D Mchotaon as "temple Gutting 
tor Jerry Wright) Tbta: £520: 091 £660, 
£130. DP: E077O. CSF: dOS2a 

ZAO: (3m nOyds novice chase) 

1. SWEET U3RD TJ Murphy 13-2 

2. Strong Vision N WKamson 5-1 co fsv 

3. Strong Patotfin-R Dunwoody 5-1 cotav 
Also ram 5-1 co tav Fartadei V, 6-1 Faro- 
fort (4thJ. 9-1 See Enough (6th). m-i 
C aitSac Arrest, Royal Raven (5th), 20-1 
Chevalier Bayard. Mr Edgar, Up The Coun- 
try, 33-1 Claymore Lad 

12 ran. 2. R 2, a dtsL [Winner chestnut 
getoing by Aristocracy out at Sweet end 
Fleet, trained by J Old at Wroughtor lor I 

5 Networking Sotowms Lid) Tote: £630: 

E25Q czao. eisa df: etcac. csf. aiia. 
Ml: Imad. 

3.10: (2m 3i Wyds novice h eap chase) 

1 . SUPREME CHARM-N WBsmson 1 14 fev 

2. Kurakka R Dunwoody 4-1 

3. FMs Do Cresson B Powell 7-2 

Also ran: 7-2 Laredo 11-2 Country Beau 
14-1 Suraum Cerda (4th). 

6 ran. H n. dSt (W inner bay gekfing by 
Sovereign Water out at Welsh Charmer, 
trained iy K Bafey at Upper Lamboum tor 
PJVDgiVTole: £260: E140L E1S0. DF: £440 
CSF: 

3.40: (2m noyds handicap turtle) 

1. TYROLEAN DREAM-A Maguire 11-a )t tar 

2. Shadlann J A McCarthy 16-1 

3. Kbirrescash R Dunwoody 6-1 

Also ran: it -2 ji fav Papua (4th). o-2 Red 
Guard. 8-1 Tissue Of Lies. 9-1 Vent PAoui 
n-i Ctassic Eagle (Sth). 12-1 Snwns Cas- 
tle, 20-1 Truancy. 25-1 Noidansk. The 
French Furze (6th). 

12 ran. Hd. I7i. 1 'h, a V [Winner bay geld- 
ing by Tirol out at Heavenly Hope, trained 
by M Tampions el Newmarket tor P Heath) 
Tota: S530: C230. £590. CtSQ DF: £7231 
CSF: £7961 Tncast £49069. Ml. Baba Au 
Rhum, Dancng Paddy, Shootk 

4.15: (3m hancEcap hurde) 

1. ANOTHER NIGHT -Mr R Fbrrtstal 9-1 

2. Equity's OarflngJM Batchetor 11-2 p brv 

Jk HoiMy Mount S Durack 9-1 

Alee rate n-2 (t tav Capton Jack (6th). 6-1 
Batanak. Green Crusader. 3-1 Be My Mot 
10-1 Ga t e t a son Jane (Sth). foeeris Rale. 
12-1 Wortcostatalbut (4th). 14-1 Beta. 25-1 
Atoka. Bright Rame. 

13 ran. 4, it. 27;. 1 5 (turner chestnut co a 
by Waapb our of UtBe Me. trained by P Mur- 
phy at Bnstol tor Sunset Partnership). CSF. 
£5600. Tricast: £*3359 Ml: Far Dawn. 
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DVE COMMENTARIES I RESUUSl 


by Greg Wood 

A less sought after vacancy 
in the saddle was yesterday 
awarded to Tom Jenks, who 
was recently jocked off Earth 
Summit, last year’s winner; in 
favour of Carl Llewellyn. Jenks 
will now ride Commercial 
Artist, which is not much by way 
of compensation, since he is one 
of the least reliable jumpers in 
the race and quoted at an ap- 
propriate 200-1 by Ladbrokes. 

A slightly better chance looks 
to be held by Frazer Island 
who does at least tend to show 
his best form in the spring. 
Fburth over the National fences 
in the John Hughes Trophy 12 
months ago, Frazer Island 
pleased his trainer, Richard 
Rowe, in one of his last pre-race 
gallops yesterday. 

“I am hoping that Richard 
Guest or Barry Fenton will be 
able to ride him," Rowe said 
yesterday “Richard rode him in 
the John Hughes last year and 
Barry has ridden him on park 
courses this season. He was 
r unning a good race at Chel- 
tenham [before being brought 
down in the Kim Muir] and 1 
suppose the good thing with 
him coming down at half-w^y is 
be- didn't have the chance to 
have a hard race. He was a bit 
stiff for a couple of days but he 
is in good form and he seems 
to come right in the spring.” 

Before the Grand National 
there is the Irish version at 
Fbiryhouse on Monday to be 
considered and the race lost its 
favourite almost as quickly as 
it had found him yesterday. 

Celtic Giant, an impressive 
winner at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival was installed at the head 
of the market on Tuesday, but 
Len Lungo, his trainee said that 
the chaser is unlikely to make 
the trip. “I don't see much point 
in travelling that distance if 
overnight rain turns the going 
against Celtic Giant,” Lungo 
said. "He must have it good to 
firm." The Scottish National or 
a race at Ain tree next week 
seem better alternatives. 


4J50: (2m 31 noyds humor chase) 

1. DESERT CALM Mr D A-Hankey 16-1 

2. ConU □’Estnnal -MrTBny SfflBfi 18-1 

a Bhaarid Mr C Bonnor 7-2 tav 

Alao ran: 4-1 Mr Gafgtffly; 8-2 Strong 
Meddne (4th), 6-1 Delight (6th). 9-1 K3- 


luilatoE, 10-1 Hatioro Torn (unseated 
rider), 14-1 Drumstick (pulled up). 20-1 


Man Mood, MB OThe Hogs (Sth), 33-1 Red 
Rory (unseated rldei). 66-1 Arabian Bald 
(pulled up), Carister CasSe (unseated 
rider). FMher Jack (pulled up). 

15 ran. Sh hd. A & A 6 (Winner wdwtj ge«- 
ing by Glow out at Lancotte, xmnad by O 
McCain at Choknandeley far R N FuSeri. 
Tate: E36W; E56Q £340 £196 DF: £BBaa 
CSF: £21360. 

5.25: (2m 110yds nh flat race) 

1. BARNEY KNOWS C Bonner 6-4 tav 

2. Sliver Streak O Burrows 20-1 

3. Ora Nation M Batchetor 3-1 

Also ran: 6-1 Jennypanney (6th), 10-1 
Macaw-Bay (4th), w-i The Puffin Man. «-i 
Berewctf (3th). 33-1 Bering Gang, ice Cad 
Led. JenskL 50-1 Beechcroft Bay. County 
Flyer. Crossy, Mantys Lad. 

14 ran. Hd. 4 & L 2. (Winner boy gelding 
by In The Wings ouf of Afeefa, trained by 
M Red at Threk tor C N Barnes) Tbta: £290: 
£140, £4BQ £130. DF: £3760 CSF: £3724 
Jackpot: Not won: £842350 corned for- 
ward to Lareester today 
Place pot £17580 Quadpot £10581 
Rare 6: £15886. Place 5: 

CATTERICK 

Govig: Good (Good to Son n places) 
220: 1. GUEST OF HONOUR (D Hotondl 
3-1 jt tav; Z Off Hire 3-1 ft few 3. Goctri- 
nos B-l B ran. 1 1'fc (B Ufa, Lamboum) 
Tote: £310: £130, £12Q £230 DF: £940 CSF: 
£1151 NFt Ame Apple 
250: 1. THE WOODCOCK (D Holland) 7-2 
|t tav; Z Claim GebaJ Ctatm 16*1: 3. Prin- 
cipal Boy 16-1 7-2 n tav Alamem 16 ran. 
'h. 1 Yr. (B Hfe Lamboun) Tbta: £530: £23Q 
£530 £680 DF: £B330 CSF: £8755. 

320: 1. KATHRYN’S PET (A CUtiane) 3-1 
tav; Z Aktwych Arrow 8-1; 3. Once Mora 
For Luck 7-2 9 ran. 'A. nh. (Mrs M Reve- 
ley, Samxjroi. Tbta: £350; C1SO EZH £1H1 
OF: £2520 CSF: £2556 Tricaat C814Z 
355: 1. RAMBO WALTZER (K Fatal) TI-4 
tav: Z KassABnwa 12-1 ; 3. FMrtarra 14-1; 

4. Lunch Party n -2 1 8 rwi. Y.. nk (D hWwIS. 
Ttwskllbte: £380: EllO £250 £340 £200 
DF: £2150 CSF: £3554 Tncast £35154 
425: 1. MISS GHAPETTE (J Fbrtuna) 5-1; 
Z Gunner Sam 8-S lav; X Healhyarda Tip- 
ple 20-1. 14 ran. Vs. 3'A. (J Berry Cocker- 
hwn) Tote: £650; £200 CHOI £310. DF: £220 
CSF: £744 

550: 1. RUM POINTER (J Fortune) 16-1; 2 
Romero 94 tav; 3. Loac Spirit 7-2 10 m 7. 

V. (T Eastorty MtoJ Tbta £1120; E17Q £180 
£170. OF: £1270 CSF: £3443 Thcast SB635 
Placepot E670 OtadpoC £180 
Place 6: £1782 Place 5: £1077. 

FOLKESTONE 
Gong: Soft 

ZJXh 1. RRST BljOOO (T Qlinn) 3-1;2- S4onO- 
ga 20-1: 3. Cowboys And Angels 4>t gran. 
11 -4 bv VctonaL HI 1'A. (T Mta) "Rita: ES80: 
£220 £34Q rang DF. £2700 CSF: £5640 
250: 1. MALIBU MAN (S Coraon) 6-1; Z 
ljuidtcan Lena U-1;3. Ivory's Joy 6-1 >1 
ran. 4-1 tav Facie Tiara. STA. 1 (E Wrinol- 


LBCESTER 

971 

981 

MUSSELBURGH 

972 

982 

LINGFIEID 

973 

983 


ALL COURSES RE5ULTS 

0891 261 970 

coil tea in LLh Ud KMK»SIK2*«T 


ran. 4-1 tav Facie Tigra. 2*fi. 1 (E Whael- 
er> Tbte: £010: £Z30 £330 £170 DF: £7760 
CSF: £R50 Tricaat £36656 
350 1. TIGER TALK (M Mfc) R-8 tar. Z 
BanbaacM 94: S.TheWtddtog’M 20-1 14 
i*l 5 1 ‘A (8 Htel TblK £240; £120 £130 £420 
Dr. 1290 CSF: DUO NR; Lohan Many Me 
350:1. INDIAN BLAZE (NPtaard) 14-1:2. 
Habnanerror to-1; 3. ‘Be Warned a-1: 4. 
Storm Cat 12-L 16 ran. 3-1 tav Apg Dancer 
m. I (0 Ssworth) TbtKCSSO; £380 £630 
C24Q E39Q DF: £9640 CSF: £21179 Tno- 
ast: C17797Z 

4.05: 1. DIPLOMAT (T Qi*v^ m -8 lav: Z 
Etanhurat Bey H-4. 3. Gan 4-1 S ran. Zh. 
U (D ArtxrihnoO Ibta: £170: era £320 DF: 
£240 CSF: £471 

4.40: 1. LUCKY NEMO [P Rotmsm) 13-2; 
Z Lady CokLurafl 7-2; 3. Lennox 6-4 tav 
7 ran. naiC Srittainl Tbta: £590; £150 
£220 DF: E1520 CSF: £2659 THcast 
£4656 NR: Be Ouestro 
3.15: 1. COMPTON AMICA (JFEgsn) 14-1; 
Z Sacral De0 13-6 tav; 3. Swampy i£-i 14 
ran. IV*. 2 (G Butter) Krte: £640: £450 £160 
£170 DF: £G50 CSF; £3510 Tncast £37746 
PtecepoL- &4380 Quadpob £1010 
Ptaee ft ChOOa Pieces: £4556. 


Without Celtic Giant, the 
race seems wide open, with 
Manus The Man, PapQlon and 
Bob Tteacy all within a point of 
each other at around 7-1. 

■ Richard Dunwoody still re- 
quires three winners to pass 
Peter Scudamore's record tally 
of 1,678 after all three of his 
mounts - Strong Paladin, Ku- 
rakka and Kinnescasb - failed 
at Ascot yesterday. 

■ The trainer Ben Hanbuzy 
was fined £1,750 and jockey 
John Stack suspended for 12 
days under the “non-triers’ 
rule over the running and rid- 
ing of Quiet Millfit in a maiden 
race at Cattericfc yesterday. 



LEICESTER 


HYPERION 

2.10 Loop The Loup (nb) 

2L40 Blrchwood Sun 

3.10 ARDLBGH CHARMER (nap) 


3.40 Top Jem 

4.10 Bound For Pleasure 

4.40 Penybont 


GOING: Soft 
STALLS: Stands 3ida 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh beat 51 to 1m espeoaly on soft ground 

■ ffight-hand, undJatrig course, with a straight mia ftrwn of 250yds 

■ Course is 2m SE of city off A6 Leicester station (London St Pancras - Sheffield 
Ene) 2m ADMISSION: Club £13; TtftBr&als £10 (OAPs £8) Picnic car park £25 adrrra 
car and tour occupants Free race cards. CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J Dunlop 34-127 (189%). R Hannon 34-15 1 (153%). H Cedi 
16-62 (258%), P Cote 0-105 (124%) Sir M Stoute 12-56 (214%) B HHIo 12-66 (162%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 34- 119 1286%) Pat Eddery 27-124 (218%) K Fal- 
lon 19-114 fW.7%) G enter 16-135 tnS%) Dane O'Neill 14-108 (13%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 173-573 (309%) 

TONGUE STRAP: Mustn’t Grumbta (240) Roar Window (310) Flying Hip (3i0) 
BUNKERED RRST TIME: Letoeator 240 Sandy Shore 


q ml BESCABY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,250 added 3YO 
^- iU l 1m Penalty Value £3,945 

1 ALPINE RED (T Nel) M Bd 90 MF*nton6 

2 4- BED ME HHDOfiE (257) (PBurtm) H Ccbngrklge 9 0 R Ftrancti 7 

3 030- HOUtffl VENTURE (189) (Dr Frank S B Chao) 5 Woods B 0 -J Raid 3 

4 0- JET AGE (201) (Uafctoun A) l**cun) E Du*p 9 0 WRyanl 

5 6 UAMBOH (8) (SttWhcm Stud Fanro UrrUKfl R hternon 90 DonaONaBS 

6 03- LOOP THE UJUP (157) ID Soft) J &i*p 90 MEddwyd 

7 MY PLEASURE (Mdanmcd Jaba) E DntapSO L Dettori 2 

8 0- SALSffY (153) (rt^idere Thocugltred Radng) R CJrarton 9 0 TSpraka4 

9 00- SHHamp53)(UraJL^an}D Write 90 Joanna Badger (7) 3 

B 002- TARAWAN (160) (H Hthnol I BoMhg 9 0 _..K FUton 11 

11 TMENnOE(BSdini(S6oita)BltaeriangO WJtTConnwIO 

-11 dadarad- 

BETTING: 7-4 Human. 7-2 Loop The Loop, 7-1 Alpine Rad. 6-1 Lameria, 10-1 My Pleasure, 12-1 

Hound IfenttBB, 14-1 BM Me VWMcuma, Salsify, 16-1 othan 

B98. im Pmposln 9 0 T Qum 0-1 (J Dirtop) drawn (3] 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

A^dna Red: 66000-gunea gekftig by Tirol out of a tarty uaaU 2yo aprint wnner 
Bid Me WoJcorao: By Alzaa 9-Z S’/- tangttts fourth of 7 to Calcutta in maidan at Ayr 
(Bt, good to soft) last JUy far Mark Johnston, carrying head hi^L Sold 2ZOO guneas 
Hound Vttntuw Sprint tnd. Ran ri three apritt madois in Septembei: farm only whan 
?/< lengths thkd at 11 to Munyz at Goodwood (good to sort) teatfing 4f 
Jet Age: Danehigeldng.Tr^ied fast year by Andre Fabre, wry much one ot his less- 
er Eghts judged on 7th ol G n maiden at Le-Crotse- Laroche pi good to soft) 

Larnerie: CoB by Roi Danzig. 33-1 beotan about TZ lengths when sixth ol 13 to m- 
praaaveTwaatti at Donc a ater(kn2t good to soft) 6 days aga never dangerous 
Loop The Loup: Rm in two soft-surtace maidens here n Octobw. 17= lengths third 
of ti to Mount Irish over tm Stable have made good start so looks m^or contender 
My Pteesm: Gddng by Cadeaux Genereux. tost fosl of a takty usefid My who won 
at 5L 8f and 7T (twice) as a 3ya Newcomer, but respected on paper credentials 
SaJatfy: SalsecoR from good lacnJy. 16-1 from 8-t arty 11th of 13 to Lightning Arrow 
in £5800 event a Newmartet (tn, good) but starred some promise One to note 
Stormln: Visored tor two starts last Jiiy and dkl not show much. Both of Bros® races 
were on tarn ground Very dfferent condttons today but remans hard to fancy 
Du avion: Nashwan cott Fair toon In auction even, valuable sales race and maxten. 
in last-named 4-iengths second oM6 to KBng at Doncaster (TI good to solt) 

Time N Tide: 27000-gtfnea newcomer by Namaqualand. hah-brolher to wmera out 
of a dam placed at up to tn2£ Stable had no first-tine-out 3yo winners last term 

VERDICT Several pubsMtius . marly afl of those with experience having shown 
soma pomisa Loup The Loup and TARAWAN head the field on form, W4h the Itaier 
ri particular looking the type to do batter as a 3yu Salsify and Larnerie both flushed 
out at lha frame on the* only outrigs, but hinted at conskJoratfy better, whie the Ed 
Duibp newcomer My Pleasure should be watohed in the betting 


loan] BILLESDON SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £2^00 added 
7f Penalty Value £2,192 

1 MO« ROFFEY SHNNEY (IQ (CO) (A Spargo TbOrnato^ J Cuban 5 9 12 -J D Smfeh (3) 6 

2 0*40 SCATHEBURY p<) (CD) (BF) (Chnstotfler Neal) K Brta 6 9 12 DHufl*nd12 

3 4Q1060 AURPOUR (13) (cd Wee&ren) R HoBnshssd 5 9 7 PM(Mm(ni1 

4 4-625 AM8nSXIS(1IQ WfPtCaiherraVVas) jRtoSh»e497 WRyaoBV 

5 633453 AWESOME VBIIURE (I <9(0) (Uariat Raaen CU» M Chapman 3 9 7 .SRlgKonS 

6 5440- BETTRON (Z71) (D) (R Gonderi H Ksvm 4 97 RKuMws7 

7 00000- BtRCHWDOOSUN(196) (P)(AG Wh&on) UDod9 99 7 KFaMilBV 

B -00000 CHEERFUL GROOM (3«) (D) IBS CeW D Shan B 9 7- JUMmi<3)9 

9 44040 COMEOtnDFTHEFOG(47)(D) (TLBeaatjft) AMdtael97 TSprakelS 

O 50900 JOHJWY STACCATO (34) |W"&eo3etUQren 5 97 JiBltn Dwyer 14 

n SF003- MAiQC P0W5IS (ITT) (the WEanis) G Baldng 4 9 7 .5 Drown. 19 

12 2056-0 MUSTNT GRUMBLE (10) (C) (D) (J Roman) Mss S Won 9 9 7 — NPo0mU(3)iB 

13 25066 FCDOE LAST (29) (4 Brown & 14 Dental P Mtayhy 4 92 A Mchota (5) 13 

14 509 GOUJUHEH GOSSIP (198) (Gottnsr RacngJ Uss M Rratand 4 9 2 JFwmlng3 

B 46449 HOUJJW/W RBDOY (208) (Mrs R Gtoan) B Ufltahon 6 9 2 D IQcouree (7) 10 

E 40004.' MY KIND (J943) (Cend James) N Bahtage69Z WJOConnorT7V 

17 3W59 OVERCOME (151) (ThurKsane Had Racng Oub) R First 4 92 SWMworttiA 

B 0006- SANDY SHORE (26Q (J Rcsei J Merton 4 92 J Reid 16 B 

O ■ Offi DOCKLANDS MB«:pq(1*s Lisa OtoylRPh^j? 3 8 2_ JIHeny20 

20 G2E-60 6>CRESSRUY(t5) (Ms Janes Eustace) JEusta»3B2 Jtate2 

-20 declared- 

BETTING: 5-1 BaOrcn. 6-1 Ambitious, 7-1 Overcame. 6-1 Mi#: Powers. 191 Ipcraee Ftoy, 12-1 
Awesome Venture, Foxie Ledy. Sandy Shore, 14-1 oOwe 
1998: WKe Settler 597 S Drome 91 iR Hocgas) drawn M M ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Roltey Spinney: CSD (good to soft) weiner ol sentor event m October by a neck. P* v 
tums after AW campaign with 821 wm a Wohrerfiampton but 3 poor runs seice 
Scattwbury: wtn on turt teium last term era 7f ai Cattenck and back to tarrn with 
typical late nm to wn at NewcasCe (ta. heavy) n October Some promise on AW 
AdUpour. StS a maiden and has been tned ever wk» variety of trips. Stiff task 
Arabftloue: Dropped o seSor havng shewn for term both on turflasi year and In AW 
harwScaps (wtth 8f wn at Scuthwef) over the wefrEC Poor e+tort however on only pre- 
vious appearance on a soft surface and a unprmen beyond 6f 
Awesome Venture: GSmmer of a chance with a reproduce ol the best of his AW 
farm but wdneut a wr sinca May 1987 and having first nm on tal snee August 1ES7 
Betutm: Has won two darners, latest when B-Ti at Sandown ftm2t good to soft) m 
Jaa Refused to race toBowing rnonffi Very wal treated K ha consents to do tes best 
Bfrcftnood Sun: In emflent tarn at ttes omo last ysK twnnlng three ftrors jt 6V71 on 
soft sutace and addrig another safer wn n June. Below farm later m summer 


CheertU Groom: Wbn three handcaps (hlgheai mark 56) an AW last summer. Oh 
course 5 months and has shown no sign of that tonn n 5 ouflngs thra yea 
ComeoutoHDefog: Won Z daknars on AW n February 1996 inccnsistani an turt. Did 
better returned to AW late last year, but below form twice In January. Bit to find 
Johnny Staccato: Good chance on he best tram last season, ncstabiy when nmnei- 
up In a 6f handcap on soft, but tost I* form Left Ftatand OSuBvan end of 1998 
Magic Powers: Has had only 6 races Best ahort. over 71 mduefing third of B In ap- 
prenhee marten here (good to soft) n October. Has to mnprowe a bn on that 
Mustn't Grumble: Seen aknost eocdu^velv or AW these days and plenty to find 
Forte Lady: Wbnt ctownhi last season after coming second n three martens over 71 
on sound surface Wei beaten in hancficap (off 77) maiden and ctamer Last 3 starts 
GokUlner Gossip: Fifth of 17 n seler at Nottingham (tn, soft) on debut tast March, 
but has a very stiff task even on that toon and drt not repeat it 
Holloway Melody: Dual seler winner over fin (good sound) last JJy. Something » 
find on mat fcam aid effectiveness on very soft ground is in doubt 
My KM: Has hed a bretet of over 2 years and stiff task on that 1996 farm 
Overcome: Trained n Germany last term, niming a maiden and effective over mid- 
da distances Form chance. Stable known tor its jwnpere 
Sandy Shore: In frame n vanous events al 5f and « as a 2ya £nwng tar lorn but 
taled to repeta those sttorts tast season 

Docklands Mere: No promise from three nois in martens (two on AW) last term 
tpenres Filly: Placed as a 3yo In maiden al Vltarwck and hanticap loH 60) at WgMh 
hampton, both over 71 Betow form since and also Barter on only run on soft surface 
VERDICT: There are major doubts over this field, not bast over Uhl IRON who re- 
fwd u mot Mit Ibn* but Ite tomb way n advance of nearly antes nvais and he acts 
on soft ground Bl icliw ood Sun and Magic Powers are the most 9eh dangera. 


(o 1n I KINGFISHER HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,500 added 
lu l 1m 3f 183yds Penalty Value £3,008 

1 00509 ARDLEIGH CHARMS! (167) (D) (Roafcc Lrt) C Darya 4 9 t) RHrench13 

2 12609 REAR WINDOW (j!0^(D) (Dmn BtAd Ltd) G McCasi 5 9 4 KFrtkm5 

3 12-12B STATE APPROVAL (10) (Q) (X Metals) □ 9t» 6 9 4 . R MuBw (3) 7 

4 041-06 CMLDREWS CHOICE (J27) (p) lAM BauJDJ Pearce 6 S 13 ... ..APoOI(3)9 

5 1-OSC RNER CAPTAIN (13) (Q)(JarMrt Aims) DUfraySnth 6 811 L Dettori 15 

6 34459 RteS FUP (161) (BF) (T LmdMiaffir) B Magsi 5 B B M Roberts 1 

7 62039 KJNTAV1 (JOB) (CD) [S labemer) T Dannoly 9 8 10 Put Eddery 12 

6 00090 MMJARA (7) (Mfi V Youel) J G Smyh-Osboxne 4 8 7 5Whtaathl4 

9 W 2 i- PETUNTSE (J135) (T Sandas) R Frost 5 86 A Mchufls (5) 10 

« 00023- CADMAX(153)(AJABqht)KButo4 84 JFEganfl 

11 011253 MOONRAKBIG (13) (D) ukhn Ponton B Sens! l*s& S When 6 8 2. ...N Paflonl (3)4B 

12 404 K1NTBURT pi) (V*ss 1/ C Fraser) P Cmcfel 4 B 1 Martin Dwyer 2 

13 B-35 COUNT DE MONEY (16) (D) (Robnd 14 WheoleylSRBaiiifiig47C ..AMsdayll 

Vi 34544- SHAMBLES (155) (G G Mwgarcor) G Uaigaison 4 7 10 M Henry B 

S 03344/ TWmWBt(J47«)tCM&SJOvvwi)SBw*8Taw8 7 B C Cog*! (7) 3 

- 15 declared - 

Mnmun waghc 1st JC& true handcap Hwghb; Shambles ta Ob. Urowitt 

BETTING: 5-1 Rhrar Captain, 7-1 AnSeighChamMii; Moonraking. 8-1 State ApprovaL«i*avL Count 

De Money, 191 Rear Window. ChHdren'a Choice. 12-1 others 

®98: Krtan B 8 10 C Lowihet (j) 4-1 tov (T Domefiy) (tarn (41 ti ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Aidtalgli Charmer. Goes wall wider these conditions and is now lust 2b inkier than 
when gaining the last of his 4 wins last season Good chance if he Is fit 
Rear Window: Wton twice and was second twee on tast tow Stans last season, shewrig 
that he acts on heavy pound. Poor farm on tow starts over hwdtosn winter 
State Approval: Ran off n n AN handcap iast tkne after successU campaign li seiers 
and darners on sand Races off 58 on first Burt run since Jww t»7 
Children's Choice: Inconsstent last term, now 3b hi^ier than tar wto at Newmarket 
(frn4t good) in October. Has shown ttfre srice rt two hwtfles starts and two on AW 
River Captain: Good second on sand at Southwel (firvif) last tens and races off Bto 
lower mark here Trted off however on only start on tort r last hro seasons 
Flying Flip: 3b higher than when wrong at Not ti ng ha m (fin2t soft) on reappearance 
last Aprf by 5 lengths. Showed hw forma: invtland lm6l afterwards, riterestng 
Klntavi: The B98 wmer by 4 lengtha off a 2t) higher mark on soft ryound after two 
warm-up races. Dsappoinhng after. Has had three iww over hwdes, poor effort latest 
Minfin: Has talen 22b srice handcap debut tast May five starts ago Outsider al 
starts and finished no bettor than 12th n any of those handeaps. Inducing on serft 
Petuntse: No form over hwdes lasr autum tor ament stable Won kn seCng handcap 
at Yarmouth (good to firm) in June on final start for Jett Pearce Unraced on soft 
Cadmac Placed n mtf handicaps at Ponte fr act (good to soft) and Newcastta (heavy; 
ttwd of 5 to an impressive winner) last two starts. For chance if repeatng that form 
Moonraklng: Runs off 42 here, whereas latest AW start I won ctavnsrs over tn and 
vn4t In February) came .off 66 VIM beaten both runs on soft growid in 1996 
KMbury; Has had 3 runs n martens on AW early Has year, towth of Son detail (vn21) 
at Lmgfiert but no form srice over tn and frn4t Bred to stay the top 
Count De Money; Races off 3ft compared to 60 on latest AW oulng ibetow form) 
Earter won two tn4f handeaps at Soultmcf Twf campa^yi was mostly at this top 
Sharatees: Marten n frame n sdteig events and dabners. ridwtoig on soft ground. 
Should not be inconvenienced by condttons If frL and has eadvway chances 
Thrower TOb out of handcap and unraced on Ftu since April 1997. but was a vastly 
better pertormer over hwdes that winter Interesting if fit after 474-day absence 

VERDICT: ArdMgft Charmer. Rear Window. Flying Hip and KJNTAVI al come 
mo the re ckon ing on thetr sott-grotrd farm horn the tn» last year, and the 1998 win- 
ner of the race KvitavL looks pardcutarty wel treated today River Captain and Count 
De Money are moamerestrig of those wsh recent aw farm whie Throwers a pos- 
sble blot on the handcap but has been off the course mce December 1997. 


|o yinl GREYHOUND HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,250 added 
J,w l 1m 2f Penalty Value £3,815 

1 00236- BE MY WISH ( 111 ) (TTranj 5 Marts 4 9 Q JHeM3 

2 C53Q0 SUAUACH (6) |Nod Sweeney) R Hdnshert 6 9 W — _LDrt»r17 

3 4M49 FANTASY WGHTfl BO) (Wridlta«5f0wseasH«ings)JDt«p 498.. .PN Eddery 6 

4 3320- SWflNGBffi THE BLUES (J124) (S 8 Ccmpanents) C Dwyer 5 93. - Mitenryl 

5 23004- REGAL BRIDGET (185) (M 4 VHra 8 J Wdare) B Mdtahai 4 9 2 W Ryan 9 

6 SmS RESPOND (37) ( 8 V vid C J Pemck) G L Metre 4 BtJ KFaBonll 

7 36090 TOP JEM (3) (D) INoodl Part Stud) M Ryan SBC PMcCabelO 

B 03-2% 2AHA (34) lExtrtsrve Three Panneraip) J Prarce 4 a it JIPoMplB 

9 fi)- 223 HAYDN JAMES (14) (D) (BF) (Repiendeffl Racngl P Hate 5 B 5 N Potato p) 1 

« 40090 h€E0WOOO MYSTIC (7) (teedwood Raang LM) B Morgan 4 04 M Robertas 

n 9U34 P0KH1 SCHOOL (45) (Mrs J L amdley) M Boriey 5 7 n SRigMunl 

-11 dvctuvd - 

BETTING: 3-1 Fantasy Night 5-1 Sotfadi. 81 Swinging The Sloes, 13-2 Haydn Junes, 7-1 Top 

Jem, 191 Be My Wish, Ragpl Bridget, 12-1 Where 

1996 Robed 4 9 10 C Teague 13) 91 (Ms S Lamyman) dawn (E) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ba My Wish: Won marten at Ascst (71 good to firm) last August and ran wol most 
artsequerrt starts, tor Gay Kebnray. Unproven on soft and wiraced beyond fin 
Suattach: 6 wvns a Wtotverhampton (indudng n January) and also won at Haydock 
( 1 m. good to firm) tasr September. Used to go wefi on soft swfaco Siamra doubt 
Fantasy Mght Zb tower then when wrinng weak race at Thksh |kn4L good to firm) 
ci July Needs it soft back at firV2t as is arirost cenarty rtealy suited by twther 
Svri ngfn g Tho Slues: Won at Nottngham (Im good to firm) and Hadcar (91 good to 
soft) n 1998 Below form on softer gorig at frn. Adrtfioral stanwu doubt a vn?f 
Ftogaf Bridget: ri frame in three martens tasr year al *rct rictidng an good to eoft 
at Bath final start Yet to race on aiythrig softer Something to prove 


Respond: inconsistent fity who has been wel below her best on her previous 
appearances on soft ground. Best efforts over sightly shorter, but on good mark 
Top Jean Fburth of 12 off 78 at Nottingham (rid soft) last March. Off 61 today, as 
fannfrwn Jww onwards in 1896 was unrispirlna Showed tg tang way3 days ay 

Zahac Sot™ promisa et tang prices on good to soft in maidens earty ri 1996 Has faied 

to riprove rr»jch on that but won a Southwdt marten (W) ri February 

Haydn James: Three Umaa a winner at around Yn21 in 1998. twico ui ta st jyow rt on 

twt but has also run tarty wefi once on aofl ri good farm on AW over w riter 

Naedwood Mystic: Showed some ataRy ii martens tast August, but has made very 

Hfre 'mp*a in hancScaps (most on a soft surface) Nrith of 20 off this mark last week 
Poker School: hoenstatart ri 1996 Brote fang losing sequence in handfc^t M Sauthwl 
(ttf) ri January off 58 and runs off 46 here. Acts on soft going 

VERDICT Tbp Jam a on an attractive mark and may come on tar her rwi easier ri 

lha week: despite anting ig) only Mh of 14 that day, she has Id ba conside red serious- 
ly ri a r«» In wftteh many of her mate are uiproren under the condttwu. A more efr 
vnus contender, however, is FANTASY NKSffT, who has rwiwsi on soft pound and is 
from a stable that has looked h good farm, even though Bis trip ta short of his icteaL 

\ A TOTE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10,000 added 3YO H 
H ' iU l 7f Penalty Value £7,158 V 

1 Q21- BOUND FOR PLEASURE (157) (D) (team) Q L Moot 87 RFUon3 

2 021- ML OF RME £0B) (G Homid-$)ri<] fl Hanoi 9 Z DmOTWOB 

3 62639 JADE TIGER (18^ (FCTWfcon) B Meehan 90. PaiEditeryS 

4 331)4) REX IS OKAY (5) (CD) (The B^l Famfy] S BreeTtg B 12. LDtttoriB 

5 W39 REDUJATOR (IBS) (C) (P G Vfertl M BM 6 8 MFbntonl 

6 004- ZULAL (USA) (150) (H SatemJ E Dijnicp B B JReld2 

7 4033- TOUS LES JOURS (USA) (17D) (D) (J S Momson) M JdTSton 8 8 DHoBandS 

8 44090 APRIL ACE p3) Urtin assln) M Gmi B 4 Karlin Iteyar 4 

9 56564- CAPTAIN MLLER (167) (D) (Johr Carey) M Chamcn 7 V. AMadoylO 

0 009 FQZYGIG (117) (T 0 HotandMarlh] R Jrtreon Houghkn 7 to UHany7 

-10 declared' 

BETTING: 7-2 W Of Mine, 92 Boiart F« Pleasure. 11-2 tbue Lea Jam, 7-1 RaxtaOfcsy.H Re- 

talotor, Captain MMar, 191 Jade Tigar, ZuM, 12-1 others 

998- The Downtown For 3 94 RDodvana 2-1 bv (B McMahon) Warm {9) h ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Bound Fdr Pleaswa: 5 lengths second o( 5 to Iftitah in the Houghton Stakes at New- 
market (7t good to fbm) before wtrvvig lO-runner maiden at Lrigfield (7t henry) by '/i 
length from Yakareem Sort n do wefl as a 3yo 

Pal Of Mfrw: Second of it In maiden at Pontefract (5 L good to firm) n August 7-4 
fauowile, weri 8-runner maiden at Epsom (6t soft) by ’A tongth W9 stay at least 7f 
Jade Tigar: Placed n 6f marten at Fbfcastane and fin nwsery A tfermoutft on a sowid 
swtace. Below thta form, however, on two rwis on good U soft growid 
Rax Is Okay: Marked mproremenl to win rurserias al Leicester (7f soft) and Ctan- 
caster (Ti good to soft) last autumn H eadstrong , wel beaten on rstwn 5 days ago 
Ratal lator: tfton nursery at Leicester (0t good to firm) Iasi July. Simiar farm uttw muds 
off tfra sort ot mark. Stays 7t but having test run on a soft swlace today 
ZutaJ: Wsl beaten whan co-tavowrte an debut tart showed more afbrwards nwer placed 
to chalange when fourth of ti in maiden at Redcsr (7t good to soft). Reported to have 
choked and Mralkmad tongue in that RBdcar race 

Tons Lea Jours: Won nursery at Beverley (71. good to firm) ri August and had sofid 
fonn over im on soft growid aftarwanto Type to do better as a 3yo 
April Ace: Won Bath maidan (6L soft) last June Poor on las! 3 rtns as 2yo and dkf 
no better (tast of IQ) ti AW hanrtcap on retwn. 128) lower than penUdmate twt start 
Captain M»er Ran n nwsanes tjsl 5 srarts as 2yu and now 1085 tower than on nure- 
ary debut Bettor chance though on wri In Lrigfield maidan (7t good to soft) 

Flzzyglg: Made debut only ri Noventoer, when seventh of 22 ri maidan at Doncaster 
fit good ta srtti TVvice accompSshed stfle on Wotvortiamptan AW 
VERDICT: Weren Falon’s bookrig tor Braund For Pleasure tods sigrcficanL as 
he probatay also had the option of riefing one of Ns chief rivals, ZutaL whose final ef- 
fort last term so caught the eye TOUS LES JOURS looks a sofid attomalnre with plen- 
ty of 9ott-gowid form, whie April Ace and Captafri Mfltor are both wefl treated on 
the best of the pick of their 2ya efforts 


4 401 KEYTHORPE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,250 added 
I I 3Y0 fillies 7f Penalty \felue £3,789 

1 ARCTIC CHAH (Mss Goa Abbey) B Meehan 811 WJOrComarB 

2 ELBU [The Absatddy Ftauku F^nrwhp) Mss G Kateway 6 11 DeneDMM2 

3 509 KARtWTNA (197) (frtbrig Partna^p) B Mcfitahon 6 11 J Reid 8 

4 IOWMES COUTT IStekh McTOnmed) M Tiegonng 8 11 LOottortl 

5 9 LYRIST (225) (Saeed Uanatei C Bmtan 8 11 K Felon 5 

6 003- PENYBONT (157) (k J Mercer & Mrs S Marcarj U Bel B h H Fenton 7 

7 409 SBYHI GYRE (160)(Mrs Jsm L Egan) D Write B it.. _. .. . ,_Joanne Badger (7) B 

B 05- TAJUGEED (USA) (157) (ftanctan ti Itaktoun) J (Xrtcp 8 11 __flu Erirtay 3 

B 00002 - YHff WORRY NOW n5I)(N Hayes) RHarvw 811 RHd^MC4 

-9decl»«d- 

BETTWJG: 7-4 Lowndes Court, 3-1 Why Worry Now. 7-2 Penybont, 8-1 Ttangeed, (91 EJanfi, 291 
Karowna, Lyrist, 25-1 others 

TO 6 Oh Heba 3 6 n W R Svmbum 9-4 (P Karra) drawn (7) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Artfic Chair; 4QDOO-^*iea lily by Polar Falcon out of a smart spmter who has pro- 
duced several wwiers 

Etanlk aaOD-gjinea Sly by Risk Me out of modest spnnt maiden wtro rtdnt train on 
Karowna: Outsrtar when si rrsd-divisjon m three 71 martens on a sound swlace as 
2 ya WK probably hswe to improve markedly on that farm to wn here 
Lowndes Court: Setae My «j 1 ol a Sghtty-raced Chiefs Crown mara Has to be re- 
spected with these comecttvis. and chance snortd ba riefcated n the betting 
Lyrist: Cazzane filty first foal out of a half-stsier to tosh Guineas winner Prince Of Brds. 

16-1 from 9L tast of C vi marten a Kempton (71 good ta firm) Last August 
Penybont By Unfuwari out of a 7f wvtner. Ctearty the form pick on her Th lengths 
thrd of 10 to Botoada n marten at Lingfieid (7L heavy) last October 
Slfvw Gyre: Wtefi-bred fity. raced tor Lynda Ftamsden vi ®9d Fbwth of 7 n Beveriey 
marten (T/A good to frin) Betand n valuable sales race and Doncaster marten 
Tbrogeo a 430g)9 gaTgadaightBr of Woodman from an outstandrig (attriy. Orty Wft 

of® n Newmarket marten (6L goert to firm; 291) and sorth of IQ wtih Penybont about 
18 lengths ahead of her. n smtor event al Lingfiert (w-ij 

Why tetany Now: FYog-esave in five rwrs as a 2ya second of « ri rueery over this 
CSD (soft) r October Should be n the frame agam 

VERDICT: PENYBONT and Ymy Worry Now have shown mar eftectrvenass on 
soft growid and twrLngfieM form suggests mat Penybont has ctearty the best chance ! 
of those writ racwww experience Newcomer Arctic Chair made some money as 
a yaartng. though notiwiy ro compare wnh mat wtaeft Shrrim Hamdan Iwkad out tor 
^ ?y w ^fl? l<lll<<<wl ^ uft w ourt protiahiy not have to be a at» to wn first tune out 
while Lyricist has a petfgrea which suggests much better than her debut effort 


Lingfielp 

HYPERION 

2.00 Wadi 2 JO Gracious Plenty 3.00 Compton 
Akka 3.30 Tallulah Belle 4.00 Squire Corrie 

4.30 Priors Moor 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside except 51- tm - outsrte. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best up to Im. espeoaly far Gf 

■ Eqiitracfc surface; left-hand, sharp undutatng course 

■ Cosseta an B2D26Stafrcn a^ons course. ADMSSIONbCtab 
£15 Famly Enclosure CIO CAR PARK: CUrt £a remaheter free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moon 96-69S (T3B%)i M Johnatan 
492B7 (173%), R Hannon 49379 (129%). G Koftewey 49335 fQ4%) 

■ LEADWG JOCKEYS: A Clark 79-622 (127%), J Weaver 79325 
1215%). S Bander a 65-664 ftL5%L R Coch ran e 58-359 082%V 

■ FAVOURITES: 758-2240 <338%l 

TONGUE STRAP: Mendoza. Sewta)en (ZOO), Kanawa (430). 
BLINKERED FIFIST TIME: Wad POO). Enchanted Isle. Sfflt Wing 
(6001, Tobtaraang (430). 

p ml MANNY BERNSTEIN FREEPHONE 
lT- w l SELLING STAKES (G) £2^00 Im 2f 
t 50238 JUB02E SCHOLAR (*4) (OR GL Moore 6 912- F Norton 2 B 

2 emo VAN GUIS’ (38) (CO) K Sara 6 9 12 ..N Cafan (5) 10 

3 94290 HBACXAGAM (5) N Lsmoden49B T G UcUugMn B 

4 64-W5 HEKXIZA (37) (Q F UtMI 5 9 6 RCoctaMSB 

5 -52600 5ASEEOO (USA) (M) J &dger 9 9 B GBa«dwel7 

6 50000' SAWUUAN (USA) fr!413) T V*Bcn 6 9 fl . . JfSaBwyl 

7 5)S-Q WADI (30) (D) G McCcut <96 .TQutmAB 

S 600S6- ZVGO(USA)(1B3)RPh*ps7 9S_ IIWMI 

9 05-500 FAIfttjr SURE 1*7) N Bruy 633 NOrtMeS 

tJ K505- 5PSOnePfiOCa*5p32)WGM\nTr37m , Do*(3)9 

-lOdedared- 

BETT1NG: 94 Vn Gup, 7-E JubfiM ScfrolK 11-2 WnS, 91 hntadka- 
gdn. 191 Manrinra, Zyge. Spwvtewproc-Eda'a, S9t dan 


FORM VERDICT 

JUBILEE SCHOLAR is con si stent and drawn so he is 
gnen Die vote. Wad would wn comfortably If he retained any 
of tas former atafity but thai ta by no means certain 

Ip pnl MANNY BERNSTEIN TRADE DIVISION 
l_°-] MAIDEN STAKES (D) £5^50 Im 21 

1 DAIVEnDlUHM (JT7) M Pipe 4 9 Q — - - J Wwwar 2 

2 43-422 WILD NETTLE po) J Fra 5 9 5 PDabbs{7)4 

3 0- ROOKIE R05) C CyrB' J B £ TQurinS 

4 96430 SOTHAfai) Ifcs G Keteny 3 8 5 SSurten6 

5 0009 SUFNWAL VENTURE (IBS) SWbods 385 . .. G Carter 3 

G 3Zr GRACIOUS PLENTY(1B7) 8 Kta 38 0 It Start (3) 1 

-6 dactared - 

BETTING: 1-3 Gndoua Plenty, 91 Rookte. (91 WBd Nettle, 191 Bar- 
nrt teto wn. Sabta. 391 Stavfrai Ventura 

FORM VERDICT 

GRACIOUS PLENTY looks to have a ample task and she 
shoteo wri the before going an to better things. Bamrttstown 
suWy has more ability than he has sham to date andean 
Chase the taucwite home. 

o Art | MANNY BERNSTEIN EARLY PRICE TEXT 
HANDICAP (E) £3^00 3YO ffflfes 71 

1 4*43 DOffi AND DUSTED (H) (CD) HBroriwtan 97. .F Norton 8 

2 -22TB GOWTON AKKA (30) (CO) (BF) G A Butts 92 J Quinn 2 

3 -ESE2 DREAM ON ME (33)(CD)QL Moore 8 ti J Weaver 1 

4 -OCE RED VENUS (33) (D) MssG KdbwuyB 7 S SenOera 4 V 

5 6009 STRIP SEARCH (169) JGSmytfrOstxxmeBG- RPertamM 

8 05009 ENCHAHTCDSLE (196) C Dwyer 01 JLomII E 

7 3*06 RENOTA(6i)D Hay* Jones 7 G _.P0 m(3)G 

B 37E50 MCHOLASNBST1E8S(29)(C)PEa3n3 7C. - ..C Rutter 5 

9 009 NBflNW>HNy(»QU Johnston 7 A... _.GBanctoe83 

10 04-050 CRHJB4ZA (4S) R Spear 7 10 P FtnlnnB (7) 9 

ft 90000 SIX WNG (3) T DerneTC 7 1). _ ... Deeten CTShao 7 B 

-11 de cla red - 

Mtfwwn wight TsflDfc Truehareficap WrTwiyAminr 739b. De- 
deraa 7 d <5. &A Wr^t 6a 4b. 

BETTING: 94 Draani On Me. 3-1 CetnoHM Akka, 92 Done And Dusted. 

11-2 Red Urns. 8-1 ftwrttta, 14,1 MdiCtoi Wetrea. SS-1 odaera 


FORM VERDICT 

COMPTON AKKA makes more appeal ol the weights than 
teflaw pacesetter Dream On Me and, nothwithstanding a be- 
taw-par run tast time, has soU prospects on her earter tom 
n ths ortfnary-tooking contest. Given the possfadty of these 
two Dtaang away ri front and bwig vulnerable to s o mething 
nnrag on from off the pace. Rendtta has each-way poss- 
bJrMro ai a tagger prlca 

«l on) MANNY BERNSTEIN ‘RAILS' BOOKIES 
1 CLASSIRED STAKES (D) £5,250 Im 4f 

1 -?On BAJffiURY (14) (CO) C Dwyer 5 9 C J Gototied (7) 4 E 

2 35931 OPERA BUFF (421 (CD) GKctawayB 9X3 P Fradarida (5) 1 

3 0962 SPACE RACE (14) (CO) CCyar 59® _TOutoi 2 

« 223543 TALLULAH BSLE ( 12 ) (C) N LftmodDn Q 9 5 .T 0 McLBugKii 3 

-4 da cla md - 

BETTMG: 2-1 TUIuteliBaflB, 9-4 BaiAiiy, 5-2 Space Race. 91 Opera Bidf 

FORM VERDICT 

Todayb weights bnour TALLULAH BELLE who e meeting her 
irtreo rivals on terms 7-1tXb batter than she would m a hand- 
icon She should stay today's longer trip and only the spec- 
tre of a tactical overt reduces confidence n her chance 

A nnl MANNY BERNSTEIN BOOKMAKERS 
r ,w l CREDIT DIVISION H’CAP (C) £9,000 5f 

1 2 T 1 D 4 J TEAnWM16(14){CD)Tia9 51>0 .. . TOultine 

2 0O3WJ SPENDER (14) (CO) V Soane D 90 RCodnMS 

3 T600- BATCHWORTH BBUE (1E8) (Cl (D) E Wtwefcr 497^ 

SCereon(7)B 

4 6312- JACKETS BABY (222) (D|WGM timer 3 94. _MlUita4M 

5 41406 CONSUUAHT (14){D) NUftmoden 38 D. .. JYItaam7 

6 5069 ANTOMA-SD0U8LE 09(9(0) JBery 488 ^ „G Carter 2 

7 00460 SQUIRE COf»E(22) (CO) DOiapiran 784 .. .JOutaiSB 

B 360004 AUAZ (10) (D) Mss G Kdeway 9 8 4 5Srodare4 

-Bdedwod- 

BETTWG: 91 CanaultenL 4-1 Squire Conte, 92 Iser While, 1 1-2 Agai, 
7-1 Botetmodh Bole. 9t Jaekte'i Baby. 191 Spandec 12-1 Antonia's 


FORM VERDICT 

Tha »e be fast and toous. TEAR WHITE proved he does 
n oi have to *> "vriae w hen wrmlng here a fortnight jgg arrt 
s wwghted to confirm tes supenonty over Consultant and 
Spender. He hanctes the track reafly wel whereas Jackie's 
Baby and Antonio's Double lack Equlrac* Mrpenence and 
Ai]az has never done it here Squire Corrie is an rifrequent 
wmner nowadays wraie Baxchwonti Belle ctxJa be wel treat- 
ed but fi makng hm seasonal reappearance from the out- 
ode draw 

4.3QI MANNY BERNSTEIN BOOKJES 'DOU- 
BLE RESULT H'CAP (F) £2,750 tm 

1 2G095 STOPPES BROW (40) (Q (D) G L Mocre 7 10 0 

: «» tomonoVsh c W 4 00 . . « 

4 rijlte SraS?Jh AL l£ ,<1S,IC)<aiF,JB ®^ 9B9 - • GC*»ter9 

4 £M 40 MCEPTA(Ji 4 )(D)PSBfcErtEe 4 96 T G McUuDhBa 10 

e K8RL WSA, fw, »», j Bnagw 59a ~ 

! SUP JIG (C) K Ekrttnfl 9 ' .. N Cdtol (6) B B 

a M(S!Il mPB8W, * 9llE 1 Wn*ar 2 

9 ^“® B|S 3 l®l R A n Hfflnqfl9 „SSanden7 

to SS ? CE|1!G,eCu * f581 1 Ourin 11 

? SS™^. 5 4>APJmesSa6 -- F Norton 12 

J ^^^^^^WPH 0 *tog5B3..,CFtoter4 

12 3KBU SQUARE MkX KISS (19) (CO) N Berry 68 2 JICeHel 

Wtay-MsJS M Priore Moor. 7-1 KaO. 91 
inceptB, Soaking. 191 Kanawa. 191 others 

, FORM VERDICT 

V “ lev ^ ^ Tun ^ 
“longer tnp than he has tedded be- 

el=e,vhew ' Prio ™ t * oor ran wen over 

^ when to seen ri January whtoKeW has to be feared : 

STOPPes BROW » anraSrei hSS 

primed to run a big raca 
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Refocused 
Lara the key 
to triumph 

The remarkable turnaround has reaffirmed cricket’s 
positive force in the West Indies. By Tony Cozier 
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THE CARIBBEAN awoke yes- 
tOTi^rtMHTikigstiDmastateof 
intaxicatioa, litesral as much as 
otetapboric&l 

fihfies remariahle one-wicket 
win over Australia at Kensing- 
ton Oval on Wednesday in what 
fee Barbados Daily Nation’s 
front page heatffipg p«npri the 
“Test of the Centurj^. 

A celebratory motocade was 
organised to accompany the 
triumphant team from its 
Kic^etnwn hotel to the airport 
as they headed for Antigua for 

fag fourth and final mntrih nf an 
incredible s^ies that starts on 
Saturday One radio station rec- 
ommended a public holiday on 

fag r prito lngiral gm anvlefaat. fap 

government had declared one 


afteriteeletlionvictorymJan- 
uaiy and “TOsst Indies criciet is - 
more important than pditics^. 
A caller to a phone-in pro- 

g r a mmo TOK adamant that fag 

captain Brian Lara deserved at 
least a seamd BMW to add to his 


winning 15S not out Another 
wanted first innings century- 
maker Sherwih Campbell to be 
given a plot of land by the Bar- 
bados government 

A month ago, after the West 
Indies had fallen for their lowest 
Test total, 51, in the first Test in 
Pwt-{rf-^pain for their sixth suc- 
cessive defeat to add to their hu- 
miliating 5-0 whitewash in South 
Africa, the groundswell of opin- 
ion was that the only thing Lara 


HIGH 5 AND L O VU S OF BRIAN LARA 


1984: The -youngest of seven 
brothers from Santa Cruz, Irviidad, 
Lara plays under-1 9 representative 
cricket at 15. ■ 

1987: Makes first-class debut. 
Captains West Indies Under-23 
ream against ffeJdstan. 

1988: Leads West Indies co first 
Ybuth World Cup In Australia. 
1989: Captains West Indies Ain 
Zimbabwe. Becomes youngest 
captain of Trinidad and Tobago. 
1990: Makes Test debut against 
Pakistan in Lahore. 

1993b Scones first Test century 
against Australia rn Sydney. Goes 
on to score 273. ’ 

1994: Makes 375. highest score 
in Test history, against England In 
Antigua on 18 April. . 

Joins Warwickshire and becomes 
first player to score seven centuries 
in eight first-class innings. Un- 
beaten innings of 501 against 
Durham secs highest score in 
fnst-dass cricket. • • 

Helps Warwickshire record an his- 
toric treble, winning the County 
Championship. Benson and 
Hedges Cup. and Sunday League. 
Asks to be released . from his 
three-year contract. 

1995: Announces Ms retirement at 
a vmssz Indies ream meeting during 
tour of England after a clash with 


captain Richie Richardson. Per- 
suaded to change h(s mind. 

Pulls out of tour of Australia at last 
minute after being fined 10 per 
cent of his fee. Threatens to quit 
the game. 

1996: Receives written repri- 
mand from the West indies’ Crick- 
er Board after several outbursts. 
Named international Cricketer of 
the Year. 

1997: Leads west Indies to vic- 
tory in his only Test as captain 
against India when Courtney Vtolsh 
Is absent through injury. Confirms 
he is to return to Warwickshire and 
is made captain for 1 998 season. 
1 998: Replaces Waish as West In- 
cSes captain after they lose fest se- 
ries 3-0 in Ffekistan. Sacked as 
captain in November after a pay 
dispute with the Board. After 
four days of taiks in a Heathrow 
hotel he is tebtstared and the South 
Africa tour goes ahead. The West 
Indies are beaten 5-0 - their first 
whitewash in lest history. 

1999: West Incfies bowled out for 
their lowest score ever — 51 - in 
the first lest against Australia. He 
hits a superb double <entury to 
win the second "test by 10 wickets. 
Scores unbeaten 1 53 to win the 
third Test by one wicket. 


deserved was the sack Camp- 
bell, recalled to the team far the 
first time in a year; was out for 
nine and nought and his future 

was affirm fn dOUbL 

Thp t ransfor m ation has hpfm 
so swift and dramatic as to be in- 
credible. Even in their 71 years 
of fluctuating fortunes, the West 
Indies have never known any- 
thing lflr*> it Few teams have. 

Wifein a week of the first Test 
demise, they were comfortably 
winning the second by 10 wick- 
.ets, inspired byan innings of 213 
by Lara as devastating and crit- 
ical as Tuesday’s that earned 
them a second successive vic- 
tory over opponents justifiably 
recognised as contemporary 
Ttest cricket’s strongest team. 

The change has correspond- 
ed directly with the transfor- 
mation of Lara the batsman 
ami Lara the Before his 
Kingston double-century, 15 
Tests had passed without the 
gifted left-hander scoring a hun- 
dred. In that period, he averaged 
35.42 against ah overall 50 while 
others like India’ s Sanhin Ten- 
dulkar and the Waugh twins 
were enhancing their claims as 
the game's best hatsman 

Lara seemed to have lost his 
focus and appetite for the big 
scores that he so regularly 
reeled off in the years when his 
375 against En gland in the An- 
tigua Ttest and his 501 for War- 
wickshire against Dur ham 
became new records for Test 
and first-class cricket hi the 
space of six weeks in 1994. 

FbDowing two modest Tests 
against New Zealand in the 
Caribbean in 1996, he com- 
plained: “Thefr sort of attack was 
not a great motivator"' It spoke 
of a dangerous arrogance. He 
neglected his cricket, paid more 
attention to his golf - and paid 
the price. 

The Board squarely blamed 
Mm for '‘weakness in leadership 
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Brian Lara's unbeaten 153 won the third Test for the West Indies against Australia on Tuesday Wmsfrm Bynorth 


that contributed to the poor per- 
formance in South Africa", told 
him he needed to make -signif- 
icant improvements in his lead- 
ership skills" and put him on 
probation as captain for only two 
Tests of the current series. 

As he himself acknowledged; 
it was the jolt Lara needed. 

“'You’ve got to realise that no 
one individual could be respon- 
sible for something as disastrous 
as South Africa," he said. “I've 
played a part and I must hold 
some responsibility but I've im- 
proved asa person, even outside 
of cricket living life day-to-day. 
and that’s most important As 


you get older you get wiser 1 sup- 
pose." he added, just over a 
month short of his 30th birthday 
on 2 May. 

Those dose to the team cor- 
roborate his self-appraisaL They 
say Lara is more at ease and in- 
volved with his players than he 
has ever been, encouraging sug- 
gestions. listening to problems, 
advising and cajoling them. 

Following the South African 
debacle. Lara asked the Board 
to appoint a sports psychologist 

"Maybe we need some sort of 
help outside of cricket that 
would make the guys more 
competitive upstairs so that 


they can be competitive on the 
Geld," he said at the time. When 
Michael Holding suggested sim- 
ilar help for Lara two years ago, 
he was pilloried. In these parts, 
such help is viewed with suspi- 
cion. The attitude may have 
changed since Dr Rudi Webster 
was taken on board prior to the 
.Australian series. 

He is a 59-year-old Barbadi- 
an. a medical graduate from 
Edinburgh University and one- 
time fast bowler for Warwick- 
shire with an analysis of 
12.4-7-6-7 against Yorkshire at 
Edgbaston in 1964 which still 
stands in Wisdem in fee “re- 


markable analyses" category. 

He has kept dose to West in- 
dies cricket since managing the 
team during Kerry Packer's 
World Series Cricket when fee 
present manager; Clive Lloyd, 
was captain. 

“It’s as though we’ve gone full 
circle," Webster; who prefers 
the title “performance consul- 
tant", said 

Lara recognises Mm as “a 
positive influence" - but there 
has been no more positive in- 
fluence on the people of the 
West Indies, to whom cricket is 
virtually a religion, than Lara 
himself, 


Warne in 
danger 
of being 
dropped 

By Paul Short 


SHANE warne and Ian Healy 
are facing the unusual prospect 
of being left outby Australia for 
the fourth and final Test against 
the West Indies in Antigua on 
Saturday. 

The West Indies' dramatic 
victory on Tuesday saw Aus- 
tralia go 3-1 down in the series, 
and the tourists' captain Steve 
Waugh hinted yesterday that 
changes will be made. 

“It’s always tough when the 
top players are out of a bit of 
form, but I look at myself" 
Waugh said. “People in the 
past have shown me respect 
and a bit of faith and hoped that 
I pulled through in tough times. 
But fee bottom find is we’ve got 
to pick a side to win the next 
Test match, and if either of 
those guys, Healy and Warne, 
aren't in fee best 11 , then they 
won't be there. 

“No one has fee right to be in 
the side or has a right to a place, 
and if I don't get runs I expect 
someone to take my spot. Heals 
has done it for 1 1 5-odd Tbsts and 
Wfcrney for 70-odd, so they know 
how to do it - but we've also got 
to pick our best side. .. It will be 
a difficult one." 

Warne, yet to look his old self 
since shoulder surgery last 
April, faces his moment of truth 
when he sits down with fellow 
selectors Waugh and coach 
Geoff Marsh to pick fee team. 
There is little chance Australia 
will persist with their twin leg- 
spin attack of Warne and Stuart 
MacGilL who took one wicket 
each in the third Test 

Wicketkeeper Healy, strugg- 
ling with calf muscle problems, 
dropped Lara when fee home 
team were seven runs short of 
their one- wicket victory and has 
foiled in this series to come up 
with the handy runs he usually 
provides in Australian lower 
middle-order. 

Matthew Hart was a surprise 
inclusion when New Zealand 
named their 15-man squad for 
the World Cup yesterday. Hart, 
who will back-up fellow left-arm 
spinner Daniel Vettori, has not 
played for fee Kiwis since 1996. 

NEW ZEALAND WORLD CUP SOUA0: 
S P Fleming (opt) - N J Astle. M J Hofne. 
C D McMillan. R u Twose. C l Cairns. A C 
Rarore. C Z Hams. D J Nash. D L Weuon. 
M N Kan. S B Doull. G R Larswi. C E 8omn. 
G » Allot l . 


Wisden cites club ‘apartheid’ 


MATTHEW ENGEL tiie editor of 
Wisden, claims that a form of 
raeiM segregation is operating 
in the English dub game: 

Engel suggests in Ms notes, 
which launch the 136th edition 
of Wisden, that “cricketing 
apartheid" has become “ac- 
cepted practice” in I&igland. He 
also argues faat.iffnglish crick- 
et should be benefiting more 
from the faffing of post-war im- 
migrants from India, Pakistan 
and the West Indies. 

“In an informal, unspoken, 
ve^r English way cri ck eti n g 
apartheid has become an ac- 
cepted practice in England,” 
claims En gel 

T know of nothing that con- 
stitutes active racial discrimi- 
nation in En glish recreational 
cricket But there is a great deal 
of what could be called passive 
discrimination, a refusal to go 
an. extra inch and welcome 


BY DAVID FIELD 


outsiders into a dub’s often 

danniah atmosph ere effect 

is that black and Asian players 
are operating outside fee offi- 
cial structure. They have be- 
come second class in all kinds 
of little ways.” 

The English Cricket Board 
nhallangad Engel’S Haims and 
insisted that there is a com- 
mitment to fockling all forms of 
disc riminatio n within the sport. 

Richard Peel, the EGB di- 
rector of corporate affairs, said: 
u Whiie we would never seek to 
be complacent about the dan- 
gers of racism and are commit- 
ted to aHHrgMggmg the problem 
whenever it occurs, current ev- 
idence does not suggest that a 
‘system' of discrimination oper- 
ates within fee game.” 

TWo Sri Lankans have been 
named among Wisderfs top 


five cricketers of the year. TWo 
months after leading his team 
to a mid-match boycott in Aus- 
tralia, Sri Lanka'S ca ptain Ar- 
juna Ranatunga made the top 
five list as Wfodertfs 136th edi- 
tion was unveiled. So (fid his 
team-mate Muttiah Muralitha- 
ran, whose controversial bowl- 
ing action sparked the 
15- min ute stand-off between 
Sri T^ankan players and the 
match umpires in Adelaide. 

The 1999 almanac also 
names two English players - 
fthe ast bowler Darren Gough 
«nri fee all-rounder Ian Austin 
- and fee South African bats- 
man Jonty Rhodes among the 
top five. Wisden plans to name 
its five cricketers of the centu- 
ry in its 2000 issue. 

Engel also called for Jag- 
mnhan Tlalmiy a to resign as the 
International Cricket Council 
chairman over his handling of 


the bribes gflafe in which the 
Australians Shane Warne and 
Mark Waugh were found guilty 
of taking money from an Indi- 
an bookmaker. 

Engel said Dalmiya knew 
about the bribes affair for al- 
most four years before it was 
made public. He describes the 
scandal as the worst crisis 
since bodyline. 

“Tt is eating away at cricket's 
most vital asset - its reputation 
for fair play." Engel writes 
“Bodyline was easily solved by 
amending the laws. This one is 
far harder to control. Cricket's 
response so for has been pa- 
thetic, almost frivolous. 

“Dalmiya almost split world 
cricket trying to take charge of 
ICC. Having succeeded, he has 
given the game no leadership 
whatever. He should resign and 
be replaced by someone capable 
of providing that leadership." 


MUSSELBURGH 


HYPERION 

220 Action Jackson 2J50 Desert Safari 
3.70 KJerans Bridge 3.50 Bowcitffe 
Grange 420 High Tatra 4.50 Butterscotch 


GOING: Good (Good to Firm In places)! 
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A monster for the Millennium S2T ■ 


The man behind 
Cardiff's new 
stadium believes 
it will be the best 


in the world. 

By Chris Hewett 


THE GUTS are still hanging 
loose from the body; umpteen 
miles of electrical wiring, heat- 
ing pipes and reinforced steel 
cables, all left dan gling with no 
particular place to go. Twenty- 
five thousand seats have been 
slotted into place, which sounds 
rather impressive until you re- 
alise that another 47,500 are stiD 
awaiting installation. And the 
pitch? Ah, the pitch. Not a sin- 
gle blade of state-of-the-art, 
(ximinally expensive, “pal- 
letised" grass will be placed 
upon the hallowed ground of the 
old Arms Park until a dozen 
monstrous cranes evacuate the 
site at some point in early 
June. 

Yet Cardiff's Millennium Sta- 
dium, the most impressive 
Welsh sporting structure to 
grace the game of rugby union 
since Gob Norster won his last 
line-out will be ready on time. 
What is more, it will take the 
breath away. 

Glanmor Griffiths, the chair- 
man of the Welsh Rugby Union, 
is not alone in his opinion that 
this uniquely cantilevered Palais 
des Sports - complete with its 
retractable roof, its riverside 
walkway and its cafe society 
restaurants - will prove a snip 
at £100m (or £12 0m, depending 
on the latest estimate). 

“Think of what was here 
before - an obsolete, 52,000- 
capacity stadium with a few toi- 
lets and not much else - and 
now marvd at the thing we have 
put in its place," he said during 
yesterday’s announcement of a 
£2m sponsorship deal with the 
brewers, Bass. But more per- 
suasive, somehow, was the con- 
tribution of a fast-talking East 
Coast American t^y the name of 
Todd Staley, who oversaw the 
building of Atlanta's Olympic 
Stadium in the three years lead- 
ing up to the 1996 Games and 
is now the Mill ennium Stadium 
project manager 

“It will be tiie best stadium 
in Europe, for sure, and, if 



to make 
a stand 


By David t.t.kwellyn 


Massive cranes dominate the Cardiff skyline yesterday as the building work continues on the new 72,500-seater Millennium Stadium 


Chris Janes 


you're pressing me, I'm not 
sure I Imow of any stadium in 
the world that competes with 
this one in terms of viewing 
lines and flexibility. The crowd 
will be so dose to the action; if 
you're sitting in the front row 
the game will be about six 
metres away from you. The 
feeling of involvement will be 
same as it was with the old 
Arms Park; but with the crowd 
sitting down in comfort out of 
the wind 1 and rain. I don't thmk 
there will be any stadium to 
challenge this for a good 10 
years.” 

Griffiths confirmed that 


Wales would open the new sta- 
dium with a game against 
South Africa, the world champ- 
ions, on 26 June in front of an 
audience approaching 40,000 - 
the largest crowd for which 
the local authority is likely to 
grant a safety certificate at 
that stage. The capacity will rise 
for the two August interna- 
tionals with Canada and 
France, with the frill 72,500 in 
place for the World Cup open- 
er with Argentina on 1 October 
The chairman insisted that 
those dates and figures were 
“cast in stone”, although he 
probably meant precast con- 


crete, judging by the amount of 
the stuff lying around on site. 

When Staley referred to a 
“next generation stadium”, he 
might also have been describ- 
ing the proposed playing sur- 
face. The grass will be 
delivered in pallets measuring 
LI square metres and laid over 
the space of a fortnight 

“The beauty of this stuff is 
that it is completely manoeu- 
vrable,” he explained “If there 
are damaged areas around, 
say, the half-way line, you can 
lift the section without killing 
the grass and swap it with a 
pristine piece from the in-goal 


area. Again, if you're going to 
hold a concert or an exhibition 
on site, you don't have to cover 
the pitch and hope for the best 
You can lift it right out” 

As for Rob Howley and his 
pampered Red Dragon profes- 
sionals. they will enjoy creature 
comforts on a Bridesbeadian 
scale; indeed, the six physio- 
therapy beds and sixjacuzzis in 
the Welsh dressing room might 
prove counter-productive, 
given that no-one in his right 
mind would want to swap so 
cosy an environment for an af- 
ternoon’s bump and grind 
against the All Blacks or the 


Pumas. When Staley was asked 
if visiting teams would be treat- 
ed equally royally, he replied: 
“Oh sure. It’s just that thqy’U 
get the exhaust fumes from the 
car park in their dressing 
room.” He may have been jok- 
ing, but then again... 

With the 600-strong, round- 
the-clock workforce about to be 
almost doubled for the final 
push towards completion, Staley 
has never been more confident 
of meeting his deadline; indeed, 
he was 99 per cent certain of 
beating the clods, even when the 
WRlTs dispute with the neigh- 
bouring Cardiff dub denied the 


construction team access to 
water and, staggeringly, suffi- 
cient airspace to swing their 
cranes. “You get peaks and val- 
leys in this job and you en- 
counter particular problems 
with a city centre site, but we've 
always known where we were 
headed and the milestones we 
had to reach," he said, his New 
Jersey swagger in full flow. 

In a little over two months, 
the cranes will be gone, the 
pitch wSl be laid and the Welsh 
will have a palace fit for kings. 
All they need now is a new 
Gareth. Maybe Staley knows 
where he can get one. 


Mitchell leaves Sale in search of pack with punch 


JOHN MITCHELL cut a pretty 
dangerous figure during his 
days as a mean-eyed All Black 
No8 but, in the eyes of one or 
two hard-pressed Premiership 
directors of rugby, he must ap- 
pear far more menacing as an 
ambitious coach without a dub 
to call his own. Mitchell the for- 
mer Waikato captain whose 
impressive record with the 
England forwards will add con- 
siderable weight to his CY 
walked out on Sale yesterday 
after an uncomfortable few 
months in which he made no se- 
cret of his desire to move to a 
bigger concern. 

Adrian Hadley takes over as 
head of rugby at Heywood 


By Chris Hewett 


Road after a stint as team man- 
ager -he will be answerable to 
Graham Walkeq who yesterday 
experienced an interesting first 
day as Sale’s new chief execu- 
tive - while Jim Maflinder, the 
popular thirty-something full- 
back who won two England 
caps in Argentina in 1997, is like- 
ly to take over the lion’s share 
of the coaching. The dub issued 
a statement thanking Mitchell 
for his success in guiding them 
to a cup final and semi-final in 
successive years, but the part- 
ing of the ways was undoubt- 
edly less than harmonious. 

Since arriving in England 


three years ago, Mitchell has 
been one of the more colourful 
figures in the domestic game, 
a reflection both of his “do it 
right or don’t do it at all" ap- 
proach to man-management 
and his status as one of the 
highest-paid coaches in the 
Premiership. Sale occasional- 
ly scaled the heights under 
his stewardship but despite 
the emergence of the odd high- 
class player; David Rees and 
Alex Sanderson in particular, 
he was unable to piece togeth- 
er a match-winning pack. The 
frustration was mutual: last 
week, Mitchell was roundly 
criticised at a players' meeting. 

Where he goes now is any- 


one’s guess, but he will not be 
short of offers. Neither New- 
castfenor\lfaspsernpIqya front- 
line forwards coach, although 
both have successful directors 
of rugby in Rob Andrew and 
Nigel Mehille, while Gloucester 
remain in a state of back-room 
flux in the aftermath of Richard 
HflTs abrupt sacking Mitchell 
may even fency a move to Bath, 
although Andy Robinson ap- 
pears to have emerged intact 
from his mid-season doldrums. 

Meanwhile, Bath suffered a 
departure of their own yester- 
day when Ieuan Evans, one of 
the finest wings of his genera- 
tion, announced his retirement 
two months ahead of schedule. 


The 35-year-old Welshman, who 
won a record 72 caps for his 
country and made three Lions 
tours, had not played since mid- 
January because of a toe injury 
and saw little prospect of re- 
gaining form and fitness before 
tiie end of the season, when his 
contract was due to expire. 

France yesterday recalled 
Yann Delaigue, the gifted mid- 
field player from Tbulouse, to 
their squad for the Five Nations 
finale with Scotland in Paris on 
Saturday week and pulled in 
the uncapped fl anker Christian 
Labit, also from Toulouse, to 
bolster their flagging back-row 
options in the absence of Olivi- 
er Magne, Marc Lievremont 


and Philippe Benetton. Marc 
Dal Maso, the Colomiers hook- 
er; and Thierry Cleda, the ball- 
winning second row from Pau. 
were also named in a 22-man 
squad, replacing Marc de 
Rougemont and David Au- 
radou respectively. Thomas 
Lombard, the Stacie Franpais 
wing who missed the Tricol- 
ores' 21-10 defeat at Twicken- 
ham through injury, returns for 
Philippe Bemat-Salles. 

Labit is no spring chicken - 
most players make their mark 
at international level long before 
the age of 28 - but he is 6ft 6ins 
and weighs an impressive 17sL 
“We have chosen to give a 
chance to in-form dub players 


and Labit is playing wen,” ex- 
plained the French team man- 
ager, Jo Maso. “It’s up to him to 
seize his opportunity, he is very 
tough physically, he is fast and 
he is powerful" The complete 
opposite to the French back row 
at Twickenham, then. 

In Scotland, union officials 
were caught on the hop by the 
decision of Ttennents, the brew- 
ing giant, to exercise an opt-out 
agreement and cut their spon- 
sorship ties two years earlier 
than expected. The company 
blamed the uncertainty sur- 
rounding the future of the do- 
mestic game in Scotland 

France squad. Digest, 
page 29 


FRAN COTTON will this morning 
anno unce that he is to stand in 
the election for chairman of the 
Rugby Fbotball Union’s man- 
agement board at the annual 
meeting in the summer. 

Cotton, the former Lions 

and England prop forward, has 

been a fierce critic of the RFU 
and the way it has handled the 
game's affairs domestically and 
internationally since rugby 
entered the professional age 
four years ago. 

Despite the recent 
settlement when the E n glis h 
clubs agreed to participate in the 
European competitions next 
season. Cotton is stiD not happy 
with the state of the union. 

“No one could be more de- 
lighted to see us back in Europe 
than myself,” said Cotton yes- 
terday. “But I still feel more has 
to be done for the game in this 
counhy.” 

His decision to stand for the 

chairm ans hip will pit him 
a gains t the present chairman, 
Brian Baister, and Cotton 
explained his reasons for the 
move. “Over the last few 
months a large number of dubs 
and individuals have asked me 
to do this,” he said. “I have felt 
dismay at what has been 
happening.” 

Cotton, who has been pro- 
posed by Coventry and num- 
bers his former 1980 England 
Grand Slam team-mate Bill 
Beaumont among his four 
seconders, feels, among other 
thing s, that the RFU did not 
give the game's world govern- 
ing body - the International 
Board - enough support during 
the last four years of turmoil. 

Something which particu- 
larly sticks in Cotton’s craw is 
the Five Nations fiasco of a 
couple of months ago when 
England were expelled and 
then reinstated in the space of 
24 hours. “That was a ridiculous 
situation,” said Cotton, “that we 
were challen g in g an accord 
that we had signed. The ex- 
pulsion and subsequent re- 
instatement 16 hours later 
brought the game of rugby in 
this country into disrepute." 

Cotton denied that his deci- 
sion to stand in July’s meeting 
would cause yet more internal 
strife at Twickenham. “What is 
needed," he said, “is a strong 
management board. At the 
moment the RFU is not pro- 
viding any leadership and the 
game is lurching from crisis to 



crisis. 


“It is unacceptable that the 
people who have caused all the 
problems are not brought to 
account It would be unthinkable 
in any other organisation. This 
is something that has to be 
resolved once and for all. 

“The RFU should be re- 
garded as a blue chip organi- 
sation in everything it does. I 
feel England should once more 
play a leading role in world 
rugby. Right now we are mar- 
ginalised on the EB, with the 
other 84 countries totally 
against us." 


Ayer juggles with individual 
style to become a team man 


FROM A distance Tbby Ayer 
appears as Hollywood's idea of 
the perfect physical being. 
Thller than most, and honed 
down to 16 stone of fat free elas- 
tic, enclosed in a taut, freckled 
skm and topped with a straight 
red beard and tiny rats tail. 
Central Casting could put him 
down for any Garth or Willy 
Garvin part to match Schwarz- 
enegger or Stallone. 

Close up, you think instead 
of his namesake “Freddy" A J 
Ayer, Oxford philosopher and 
television thinker. “I looked 
him up and found he had Bel- 
gian ancestors, so no relation 
sadly," he said You can see the 
intelligence shine out of Ayer's 
eyes and forget the massive 
shoulders underneath. This 
guy has perseverance. At 
3.30pm on Saturday he is going 
to row in the boat race for Ox- 
ford after two years in the re- 
serves, Isis. 

A loser in 97 but a stunning 
winner in 98. That is two years 
of knowing you have the phys- 
ical material for the job, and the 
desire, but somehow not being 
able to translate that into the 
boat-moving skills that get you 
picked for the top boat. 

Each time he has seen 
younger, weaker men pre- 
ferred because they had the 
knack of combining their effort 


The philosophical student with Hollywood looks has 
been given his chance at Oxford. By Hugh Matheson 


with the other seven men 
more effectively. They got 
more boat speed for less effort 
At times like that from behind 
your back and even to your 
face you hear the coaches say- 
ing: “If only we could harness 
that strength and get more out 
of him” when all the time you 
are pulling your guts out with 
every fibre devoted to proving 
them wrong. 

Ayer., the Rhodes Scholar 
and philosopher; takes his time 
to answer: “It is because I am 
more consistent in’technique 
and it takes me time to change. 


It was frustratingly slow 
progress but I was feeling the 
improvement I have not 
changed much physiologically 
in three years at Oxford but I 
fit in better now. Each year 
th«-e is a hi gh turnover in a uni- 
versity club and this time I 
was able, early on. to feel part 
of and be absorbed by the 
group. 

“That is important for the 
feeling of confidence that you 
can succeed within it" 

You wonder how someone 
who is obviously so self-con- 
tained in other ways feels when 


he has to become absorbed in 


a group. 

“Except in rowing I tend to 
be, not a loner exactly, but sep- 
arate from groups," he said. “2 
seem to form longer attach- 
ments to few people". So he 
chose Oxford to fulfil his acad- 
emic ambition of a D-PhU in lin- 
guistics. “I'm interested in 
semantics really, the meaning 
of words," he explained. “It is 
a little appendix to philoso- 
phy." The rowing suits him fine 
as well 

He is a relentless self im- 
prover. IBs antidote to rowing 



Ayer: Setting targets 


Cambridge make the length 


TOE BOAT RACE crews con- 
tinue to box clever in the last 
three days before Saturday's 
contest, writes Hugh Mathe- 
son. Oxford have remained 
aloof and, with the crews com- 
plaining of some tiredness, mil 
do even less for the last three 
sessions of preparation. 

Cambridge have showed 
alarming switches of form, al- 
lowing their reserves a sniff in 
the first pair of two-minute 


rows and showing real author- 
ity in the second. 

There was more excitement 
In the veterans' race, in which 
the oarsmen have to average 
more than 40 years and to have 
rowed for the university. Curi- 
ously both colours rely on re- 
serve crewmen from Isis and 
Goldie. Perhaps they try hard- 
er and carry on rowing longer 
to work off unfulfilled ambitions. 

The Cambridge veterans led 


from the start but allowed Ox- 
ford to take a small lead as they 
came towards Barn Elms. 

However; after that the race 
was wrecked with a series of 
dashes in which, among other 
damage, the Oxford No 6, Tbm 
Cadoux Hudson, completely 
sheared his stretcher and was 
obliged to complete the race 
pressing on air. Cambridge 
needed no second chance and 
cruised on to win by a length. 


which neatly encompasses the 
aesthetic and the physical, 
while relying on no one else, is 
his search for excellence in 
acrobatics and juggling. Most 
oarsmen are very strong in 
their own disdpline but dum- 
sy and inept outside it. Ayer sets 
targets and meets them. 

“I would like to be reliable 
with nine balls or seven pins. 
Rowing has stopped that for the 
moment because it would take 
at least an hour a day of prac- 
tice which I don't have right 
now.” He has won two Varsity 
matches as a juggler, not a 
common feature on the CVs of 
aspirant academics. “I will 
apply for academic jobs after 
2000 but right now I have an- 
other year in Oxford to finish 
the thesis, and to row," he said. 
Ayer is not prepared yet to be 
drawn on whether he will stand 
as president of the dark blue 
dub but it would certainly suit 
this serious and dedicated man 
to finish the job he began in the 
autumn of 1996. 


Why organisers can’t 
see Woods on the tees 


WHEN A change of date for the 
BellSouth Classic was an- 
nounced shortly after Tiger 
Woods won the event last year, 
the then world No 1 was quick 
to send his regrets to the or- 
ganisers: he would not be back 
to defend the title. It is rare on 
the US Tour for the immediate 
past champion not to return the 
following year, unless there are 
unavoidable circumstances. 

What was unavoidable for 
Woods was that the event now 
fell between the Players' Cham- 
pionship and the US Masters. 
His preparations for Augusta do 
not indude playing the week be- 
fore. unless it is in practice with 
Mark O'Meara at their borne re- 
sort of Isleworth in Orlando, 
Florida. For the last two years 
the winner of their pre-Masters 
match has gone on to don the 
green jacket. 

But, as the Geoffrey Rush 
character in Shakespeare m 
Lone kept insisting, things have 
a funny way of working out for 
the best. Having boosted the 
prize fund by $700,000 f £443,0001 
with the winner receiving 
$450,000 - exactly half the sum 
David Duval collected for win- 
ning the Players' but still a titty 
sum - the BellSouth organisers 
have been rewarded by the pres- 
ence of the world No 1 after all. 
Duval's victory in Florida 


By Andy Farrell 
In Duluth, Georgia 


meant he overtook Woods at the 
top of the world rankings. Given 
the pouring rain for the pro-am 
at the TPC of Sugarloaf. a lux- 
ury estate on the north-eastern 
outskirts of Atlanta, staying in 
the Sunshine State might have 
been the better option. There 
was no choice for Greg Nor- 
man, however. The Shark will 
miss the tournament for the 
second time In the three years 
his course has hosted the event 
after being confined to bed 
with a fever. 

While Duval is hoping just to 
keep his game ticking over for 
the Masters - where he was sec- 
ond last year and for which he 
will be the favourite along with 
Woods - for others Lhis week is 
an important stepping stone to 
Augusta. Colin Montgomerie, 
Nick Faldo and Ian Woosnam 
are all here, along with Jose 
Maria Olazabai, Miguel Angel 
Jimenez, Jesper Parncvit and 
Gabriel HjertstedL 

Both in terms of location 
and quality of course, this event 
provides a better preparation 
than playing in New Orleans has 

in previous years, something 
both Montgomerie and Faldo 
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eschewed. "If you look at the 
way Tiger won last year, who- 
ever wins here will have to play ’ 

good golf," Montgomerie said. 

“You can’t afford mistakes -" 

Too many mistakes led the 
Scot to his second successive 
Sunday round of 79 last week. ® 
Monty was a shot off the lead 
early in the day before the col- 
lapse set in but perhaps this 
week represents a better 
chance to break his duck on the 
US tout; as Lee Westwood did 
in the equivalent week last yean 
Despite last weeks wrtrwnAs 
of good, leading after nine holes, 
and bad. getting disqualified, 

Fbldo remains optimistic that he 
is dose to recapturing his past 
precision. “Technically, I know 

ft is really good." he said. “On the 
range. I am hitting whatever 
shots I want, just the way it was 
before. I have to go out and do 
it on the course. I’ve got defen- 
sive and wooden." 

Faldo knows how quickly it 
ran all come back, having prac- 
tised poorly before beating Nor- 
man to win the '96 Masters. But Af 

his last win was the LA Open 
the following year. *7 was in 
such control then but a week 
later it was not there," Ffcldo 
added. “I have struggled since 
then but I have won tourna- 
ments in worse shape than I 
It's a ridiculouslv fine line. 1 





. ■- * 


•s' * 

*3— | . 

*> | 






tNDtisrr 




*1 

"•J* ?orr^; i - 
^prr.pf 0 

-"0&5S 1 * 

^*ha*j5r«*K 
^accae^:^^ 
aunaEv *; “^'and 

““ rnanSS-JJ®* 

n ago ^ age 
ite the 
*U when the pS?* 

" d, »«wS£Si 

a caropea^® 0 * 

;j ‘^»naaifcS 
^eofthe^o^ 
•ne could be more d*. 
WWtacfcBS^ 

«b. saiaCononVS 
BuVIsfilfee3.i:ore’has 
for tr.e game h this 

arisen to stand for tu p 
“Ship Til; pi; hira 

preseat cUl-b^ 

Hais.er 2 nd Cotun, 
H nis reasorj for the 
-Over the ! as! ' feir 

targe r.Uffihercfci«jbs 

vuJuuis ha*, e asked »*, e 
sail -’have felt 
at what r.wts b tf . n 

n& M 

n. ft hti has beer. p.n> 
Y Coventry and nun:- 
former li;." EL-.-'and 
>fam ltf,!:«»>nsate Bill 
«fli asiurg r.i? four 
t% feul*. other 
I hr RFV d.’c r.ot 
flwne'j •Avriii seven- 
9 -■ the !r.inmat.-.-rai 
enough •aspxn □l.-’-.c 
four year: cii-rr-.^ 
thing ’At:-h parjj-:- 
tits iu Cotti.T.i -~v. _c 
* Nations has:;.- of > 
af months ag> wr.er. 
I wen* expelled izi 
stated in the -f 
‘flhasvss a r.±?l::s 
, ** said Cotas*- *th5*.w 
uritengir* on z>c;jz 
had f.igr.cd, The « 
and -^Jbiequer.t nr 
neat 16 hours fj’.-r: 
tht- xmne u: rj:b; ■--. 
&tn- min dwrepi;:? ' 
o denied d»;h:-djw: 
land in Ju ly'b meet-? 
iewyet sMff inters 
Itifictrr.hruT. -Whii.* 
‘: t» 7*id, *> 

went hoard 
. the RKl : is n 
ny tawiervs.o 
torching rr=- 


r 


:an’t 
! tees 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 1 April 1999 



is 


angry with 
,Uefa ruling 


THE West Ham United man- 
ager Harry Redknapp, has hit 
out at Uefa’s decision to virtu- 
ally guarantee a place in their 
qip QHhpetituHi next season to 

- Newcastle - and so deny entry 
for the team who finish fifth in 
the Premiership. 

- Bond Gullit’s Magpies have 
been almost guaranteed a 
place in E^urope next season by 
European soccer’s governing 
body even if they lose theirTA 
Cop semi-final against Tbtten- 
hanniextweekend.'nre 
confirmation that one of Eng 1 
land's three Uefo Cup qualifiers 
must came from the FA Cup - 
and means that the side fin- 
isbingfifth in the Premiership 

■gu^Kketytomissoirt. 

V ^wrs have already qualified 
for Eteope by winning the Wbr- 
forngtcai Cup, and the other two 
teams left in the FA Cup - Ar- 
senal and Manchester United 

- are almost certain of a place 
in the Champions’ League. 

So Arsenal or United would 
have to finish outside the top 
three fo the Premiership for 
Newcastle’s place in Europe to 
be taken away from them. The 


FOOTBALL 


By Tommy Stamforth 

only other way that Newcastle 
would lose out is if one of those 
dubs foiled to finish in the top 
three but wait further in the 
cup than GuHifs side. 

Either way West Ham, who 
are currently occupying fifth 
place in the Premiership, fear 
they are in danger of losing out 
because of the ruling and Red- 
knapp said it was a strange and 
disappointing decision. 

“Whoever it affects, it is the 
wrong way to decide it,” he said. 
“How can they give it to a team 
who might get knocked out in 
the semi- finals of the FA Cup. 
Itdoesn^makesensetome,but 

then ha If ffip. derisions marie hy 

people who dictate what goes 
on in football don’t make sense 
tome, so this is nothing new. 

“It takes away the incentive 
for the dubs chasing that Uefe 
Cup place via the League. Sure* 
ly it is a much greater achieve- 
ment to finish fifth in the 
Premiership than it is to finish 
fourth in the FA Cup.” 


Palace given lifeline 
with rescue package 
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MARK GOLDBERG, foe Crystal 
Palace' chairman, is confident 
his dub face “a new begin- 
ning” after a rescuepackage to 
secure their survival was offi- 
cially approved yesterday. 

The first Division side's di- 
rectors were granted a High 
Court administration order; al- 
lowing Palace to continue in 
business, despite debts of £22m. 
'jThe corporate recovery spe- 
’ flBBsts, Moore Stephens Booth 
White, have been appointed as 
administrators to implement a 
cost-cdtingratkmalisalitxi plan 
as quickly as possible 
The new administrators 
have reported jm “excellent 
prospectof survival” with cred- 
itors haying abetter chance of 
recovering their money than if 
the company had been placed 
in receivership. - 

A positive Goldberg, Who 
win be funding the administra- 
tion personally and not by play- 
er sales, sai d: ^"today's court 
ordermarksa new banning 


BY IAN PARSES 


for Crystal Palace Football 
Club.” The plan has the back- 
ing of Ron Noades, toe Selhurst 
Park landlord and former 

PalaPA rhairman 

A cash flow forecast showed 
total expenditure of £L8m up to 
the end of July with funds 
available to cover this amount 

mrfuflmg an immediate rash in- 
jection of £750,000 on the mak- 
ing of the administration order: 

Simon I^terson, who repre- 
sents MSBW added; “We have 
a united board behind us and 
look forward to wraridng with Mr 
Goldberg andbis team to bring 
this to a successful conclusion. 

“Tbotball clubs who have 
previously gone info adminis- 
tration have ended up leaner 
and fitter as a result, with a 
sound financial base.” 

As part of the expenditure 
plan, toe defender Craig Moore 
has returned to Rangers on a 
free transfer. 


The Premier League also 
condemned Uefa’s decision as 
a ‘mistake" and vowed to make 
representations to ensure that 
the same situation does not 

occur again next season. 
Premiership dubs, who were 
opposed to toe current rules at 
their last meeting, believe that 
a team should only qualify for 
Europe if they win the FA Cup, 
although they r»n see the ar- 
gument in favour of toe iiwmg 
finalists. However; under cur- 
rent regulations, if all four FA 
Cup find already 

qualified for Europe, Uefo would 
have been left with toe even 
mare ridiculous scenario of hav- 
ing to organise a pfoy-aff among 
the losing quarter-finalists. 

Mike Lee, the Premier 
League's spokesman, said “We 
have made extensive repre- 
sentations on this matter; Wfe do 
not agree with Uefo's position 
and we believe that toe place 
should revert to toe fifth-placed 
Premiership ade instead of toe 
losing FA Cup semi-finalists." 

Britain’s efforts to stamp 
out hoo liganism took a step for- 
ward yesterday with the publi- 
cation of proposals to stop 
convicted hooligans from trav- 
elling abroad. The proposals, 
outlined in a key parBamentaiy 
report on football-related leg- 
islation, also advocate a dam- 
pdown on racist chanting. 

“ Millio ns of people each sea- 
son enjoy going to football 
matches to watch our national 
sport,” the Home Office minis- 
ter Kate Hoey said. “Vfet this en- 
joyment can be ruined by toe 
destructive and s elfish actions 
of a very small, but dispropor- 
tfonately high-prafite, min or i t y ” 

Of toe 29 proposals put for- 
ward, only two-an alcohol ban 
and a new offence of likelihood 
to commit a breach of an order 
- have been dropped through 
lack of support Plans to prevent 
people convicted of football- 
related offences from attending 
matches were welcomed. 

Southampton's hopes of Pre- 
miership survival were dam- 
aged yesterday when they 
loaned that their Moroccan 
impart Hassan Kadaloul will be 
away on international duly for 
the game at Aston Villa on 10 
April Kachloul has been 
named in Morocco's squad for 
their African Nations Cup dash 
against Togo 24 hours Tgtor 



Andorra’s Justo Ruiz challenges Valery Karpin (centre) of Russia in Moscow yesterday. Russia won 6-1 AP 

Ukraine frustrated by Iceland 


UKRAINE AND Iceland both 
maintained their unbeaten 
records when they drew l-i in 
their European Championship 
Group Four qualifying match in 
Kiev yesterday, but the result 
will hardly he seen as a satis- 
factory one by the eastern Eu- 
ropeans. 

The group leaders Ukraine, 
who had the best of a 0-0 draw 
with the world champions, 
France, in St-Denis on Satur- 
day, were folly expected to take 
all three points against sup- 
posedly weaker opposition at 
home and, after dominating in 
the first period, were reward - 


by George Thomas 

ed with the first goal when 
Vladislav Vashchyuk scored 
after 59 minutes. 

However, their lead lasted 
only seven minutes before 
Stoke City's Larus Sigurdsson 
equalised for the visitors. 

Ukraine pressed hard for a 
winning goal but a massed Ice- 
landic defence held out brave- 
ly. ensuring that the group 
leaders had to settle for one 
point which takes their tally to 
II from five matches. 

Iceland, who surprisingly 
are also unbeaten after five 


matches having won two and 
drawn three, moved on to nine 
points and into second place of 
a group also containing France 
and Russia. 

In Moscow the Russians 
showed no mercy to the min- 
nows of the group, Andorra, 
crushing them 6-1 in Moscow. 

It was the home side's sec- 
ond victory in four days after 
the 3-0 defeat of Armenia on 
Saturday and keeps alive their 
slim chances of finishing sec- 
ond in the group and earning 
a play-off berth. They now have 
six points from five matches. 

Romania moved to the top of 


Group Seven with 11 points from 
five matches after a hard-earned 
1-0 win in Azerbaijan. Florentin 
Petre was the hero for the via- 
tors, scoring the only goal in the 
49th minute. Hie result puts Ro- 
mania in a strong position to 
qualify, especially after two of 
their main rivals in the group, 
Hungary and Slovakia, could 
only manage a goalless draw 
with one another in Sovakia . 

Estonia beat their Baltic ri- 
vals, Lithuania, 2-1 in V ilnius 
with two goals from Sergei 
Tbrehov, a result which took the 
Estonians to second place in 
the Group Nine table. 


Beckham in picture controversy Advocaat happy to stay 


DAVID BECKHAM was unaware 
that the pictures used by Time 
Out magazine displaying the 
Manchester United midfielder 
wearing crucifixes and rosary 
beads would cause offence. 
s England international is 

pictured on the front cover of 
Bia magB7ine with thp headline; 
“The Resurrection of David 
Beckham”: 

Beckham’s father Ted in- 
sists that his son believed toe 
photographs would be used 
solely for modelling purposes. 
“Tb be honest, David was just 
doing some fashi on photos. It 


was nothing to do^ with religion,” 
Mr Beckham said. “I think it 
was done about two months ago 
and if they have held it delib- 
erately for toe Easter issue of 
the magazine, it is in very poor 
taste. The last thing David 
would want to do is cause of- 
fence to people 
“David is not that stupid to 
do something like that As far 
as he knows, it was purely for 
a fashion shoot I spoke to him 
the other day and he said he 
had something coming out and 
toe pictures were brilliant. He 
hasn’t done anything else re- 


- BASKETBALL 

KBArDaroft 93 Adana 77; Boston 109. 

. OudotfieSftlbrantQ 101 Cleveland 91: Or- 
lando 10O New Jersey 98: Minnesota 98 
DaBas 78: New ItorkM Indiana 93: Cntea- 
*>97 RdtefefeNa&l; Mtaautee 107 Wash- 
ington 105: San Antonio 95 5eact!e B7; 
Uanofmiw UH Denver 97; Golden State 93 
W*rdamr90C Houston 104 LA Cllppere 95; 

Sac t a ro BMojtXr Utafi 101 (ot). 

jS*: '. - • sj BOWLS - 
' 3 UtB9BttlSSPfl9l(j1MmLOCI{EBadC- 
poof) Secoad roond: G Curran (UverpooJ) 
tx C Shakesbaft (Sroctoort) 27-16: K HaB- 
motthiAshnmauer-Ume) be P Hawker (Or- 
’ hr.vi-A 21-18; R Sutnxi (Uxttrtdge) be E 
Raynor (Oudderan)tt1-9:AUlbite(Ttieri>- 
by)btCNebon(StAnnes)21-20.- 

. .-CRICKET"' - : . 

South Africa added toe Bmteckwrs 

series by three games m twertothdr 

Test triumph against New Zealand 
when the final one-day match was 
washed our yesterday. The sixth = 
game was abandoned because of 
rain on Tuesday and the -Basin Re- 
serve ground in Wellington was still . 

too wetto aflpw^ny play yesterday 

•" ” FOOTBALL ”7"' 

Earf Jean, Plymouth Argyle'sSt Lu- 
. daa international striker, has been 
released to join the_Trihidad sldeW 
Connection. 

- Dundee" United haws beaten the 
transfer deadline by stoning the 24- 
year-old Celtic winger Brian 

i on a short-term deal un- - ■ 
|the &id erf the season. TheP&rfc- 
club- released him foam his 
t, due to end this- summo: 
51*e could move -to Tbyside. 

The striker Ywig Chen became die. 
fksrQSoese player oja'otfie.Bun- 
desflga when hesigneda two-year 
. Contract with Brtracfat Frankfurt, * 
the German First Division-dub. on . 
Tuesday;- 

Pete ReJd has been iwmed Na- 
tkmride League First Division man- 
ager of the nwnth. : and. will be 


presented with the award on his 
rourth anniversary in charge of 
Sunderland today. The Wearskfers 
won all five of their First Division 
matches during March bidu 
victories over promorion rivals I 
ford and Bolton. Ray Mathias Is the 
Second Division recipient after his 
Wigan side won three of their four 
Match league games and also 
. reached die final of the Auto Wind- 
screens Shield. Barnet's run of 
three wins and a draw pulled them 
dear of trouble at the Foot of the 

Third Division and earned John SdH 

that section’s award. 

GOLF 

WOMEN'S MOULD RANKINGS: 1 A 

. Sorenstam tSwc) 450.A9ots: 2 K Webb 

- (Aus) 4l0.8?r3J Inkster (u$) 273.61: a 

- K Robbins (US) 262.12; * H Alfredsson 
(Swel 240.Q7; 6 D Plajper (US) 33L<ifi: 
7 M Malkin (US) 220.6^ 8 L Davies (GB) 
209.149; 9 L Kane (Can) 201 .9): lODAn- 
dfews (US) 201.33. Otter Brftlsfc 16 A 
NJdiotas f44.58; 20 L Hackney 121.21: 
.MTJohnson 114^5; » CMaohew 82J5; 
-97 K Dobson 51^8: M Lftirdough A824; 
» J Morfey 36.75; 92 D Barnard 54.88. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHk Los- Angeles 2 -Boston 1 tot): 
Nashville 3 Washington 2 : Fhlladdpnla 3 
Carolina 3 tobi Ottawa 6 Pittsburgh 4: 
Colorado 3 Calgary 3 (of): Phoenix 7 Ed- 
monron 4.- 

' RUGBY UNION 
FRANCE SQUAD (Hve Nachns' Qum- 
^MShha vScottaod. 10 AaA Stade de 
Ptmcc): BadtK Y DeUdCH* (Stade 
Ibulousam), 

^MaMdol 
*nbdd (both 

.POonfaof 

T Uxabard (Stade FrancafcACASG). E 
Hramark (Stade Ibulousafei). Forwards: 
O Broaxec [B^gtes-BordeooxJ. C Odtaw 
' 15*ade Toulousm). T CMh (Raj). R Cas- 
Mt (Beziers). M Dal Meso (CoiomlerE). K 
.capt).CJ*IH«t [Stade 
'UexrenaoiB IPerpfenan). 
Cl ... 


cenfty so it must be this picture. 
He wasn't thinking about any- 
thing Other than fashio n 
“If you look at toe clothes, 
they are just fashionable 
clothes - not my sort I admit - 
but for a youngster" 

Mr Bedcbam added: *Tt was 
the wrong time to have brought 
toe pictures out Itis just a fash- 
ion picture. I don't think any- 
body thought anything of it, 
really. I have seen toe picture 
and I suppose it is down to what 
you read into it I don't think it 
is derogatory at alL It is just a 
picture” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


SQUASH 

The Squash Rackets Association 
announced yesterday that Porters 
Bar, the Hertfordshire dub which 
failed to field a team to face Capi- 
tal One Nottingham in Tuesday's first 
semi-final leg of the SRA National 
League, haw been «peDed from this 
season's event and banned from en- 
tering next season's National League. 
The aedslon win result in Notting- 


ham qualifying for their first ap- 
in the final on Tuesday 20 


fas 


SKA NATIONAL LEAGUE Semi-finals 
drat leg: UMW Northumberland 2 UK 
Packaging 3; Capital One Nosongtian 5 
Potters Bar 0. 

EUROPEAN JUNIOR CHAMPI- 
ONSHIPS (Vienna, Ant) Mu's qoar- 
Ur-finals; N Matthew (Eng) btR van tier 
h) 9-1 9-3 9-1; G Gaultier 
c AManso (5p) 2-9 5-9 3-2 9-5 9-1; 
Jt (Eng) bt A WWpp (Eng) 9-1 9-6 
9-3; B Gamer (Big) be B Goian (Sol 9-2 
9b 9-2. Send-teata Gaultier bt Machew 
4-9 9-7 6*9 9-5 9-2; Grant be Gamer 9-4 
9-4 9-4; Rub Grant bt Gaultier 9-5 9b 
9-0. Women's cnarter-flials: T Harmes 
| btE Sado ffp) 9-39-3 9-7; 0 Hauser 
I br S Letfds (Get) 0-9 9-7 10-B5-9 
9-6: N dark (Ena) ttt D I 
1-9 5-9 9-6 

btG Srivnoh) (Swffl 10-9 S-5 10-SL 
finals; Harmes bt Hauser 9-5 S9 i 0-9 9-5; 
Lantester bt Clark 9-6 9-2 9-3. Hub 
Lanfcescer bt Harmes 9-1 9-3 9-6. 


t(EnglbtDUo«HrtiacBr (Erg) 
5 9-29-3; V LarJcester (“ 


P CirbeBBBM (Brtrt). T 
a (Castres); P ComM. C Da- 
li Stade Ftortaia-CASG). X 


SWIMMING 

On the eve of the world Short course 
championships in Hong Kong, Fina. 
the world governing body, has es- 
tablished a special cask force to tack- 
le drug abuse, underfining its resolve 
to stamp out the problem. An ex- 
traordinary congress had approved 
the setting up of the Doping Con- 
trol Review Board. 



naira (both Stade Toutousatn). 


TENNIS 

Mm HUUUT CIRCLE CUP [Hilton 
Head, Sooth caroQu) Utoman’s sta- 
fim round; n Z'jmn (Bui) b: k 
(Cs Rep) 7-5 6-1; G teon Gar- 


Three Argentinian young- 
sters are currently training 
■into Manchester United as a re- 
sult of Sr Bobby Charlton's ef- 
forts to promote England's 
World Cup 2006 bid. 

Sir Bobby, the former Unit- 
ed and England midfielder: ini- 
tiated the agreement with 
President Carlos Menem whilst 
in Argentina discussing the 
England campaign. The three 
youngsters, who joined United 
on 21 March and will remain 
with them until this Saturday, 
are Santiago Kuhl. Claudio 
Ortiz and Mauro Marchano. 


Cia |Sp) btSGacic(USi 6-3 6-3; R Grande 
(J:j b: A SMwenson iUS| 2-6 6-4 7-5. e 
M akarcua [Rus) bt L Neilane jut) 6-4 6-0: 
I MajoL (Croa) b[ E GspgfijrS iSnit) 7-? 5- 7 
6-4; S Plisctite (Aut) bt B Rirtner (Gef| 6-3 
6-2: M A Sanchez Lorenzo (Sp) b! T Pano- 
va (Rus! <r-6 6-A 6-5: S Parma jit) bt K Po 
(US) 6-2 7-5. E tikhovtsera (Rus; bt T Sny- 
der (US) 6-0 6-3 . 0 Barabanschikova (Bela I 
bt K Brandi JUS] 7-5 7-5. L Raymond |USi 
b: C Slack (Zimj 6-* 6-2 . Second round; 
M Dechy (Fr) be A Mauresmo Ifrj 6-* 0-6 
6-b; A Comer (SAJ bt Makarova 6-3 7-5: 
2u«wabtPSuare:(Are)6-3 6-l .JNcnot.- 
ra (Cz Rep) bt C CrtK&j (ferni 6-4 6-4. Leon 
Gaicla bt A Sandiez-Vcarlo (Sp) 6-4 6-3. 
B Stheo: (Autl bt B Rrppner JUS] 6-3 4-6 
6 - 2 . 

GIROBANK TOUR (SuaderlMd) Men's 
stogies, quarter- Duals: N Gould (Avon) 
tt S Harstan (Ess&) 6-4 6-4: P Hand 
(3erits) bCJ Marjay (Yorksl 6-3 6-3: .< Smicn 
(Ncnhana) bt J Fcr. (Lines) 6-3 6-2: R 
Hanger (Dorsetj be D Crawley iworloikj 
6-2 6-0. Send- finals: Gould bt Hand 6-0 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

(7 .30 unless srofed 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 
GUfingham v Reading (7 45) 

UNIBOND LEAGUE President's Cup 
semi-final second leg; Statybridge (I) v 
Draytsden (1). Leagne Cap fourth-ronnd 
replay: Fanaey v buck nan. 

HYMAN LEAGUE Second Division.- Met- 
ropolltan PoJlce v Lrightcn Town 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND Indus. 
trial RoMfaMfE ljunie Cup sentf-llnal first 
leg: West MidlatuS Mice v Stapenniil 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
JUS SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE: Bradford 
Bulls v Leeds Rhinos (7 30) 


DICK ADVOCAAT. the Rangers 
manager, yesterday hinted that 
he may be ready to extend his 
current Ibrox contract which is 
due to expire at the end of next 
season. 

The Dutchman has also clar- 
ified last week’s well-publicised 
remarks which gave the false 
impression that he found Glas- 
gow life depressing. 

Advocaat yesterday out- 
lined how settled he feels at 
Rangers and reaffirmed his 
ambition of achieving long- 
term success for the club. He 
said: “I feel I am just at the 


6-3. Hanger be Smirn 6-i 6-3 Women's 
singlet, quarter-finals: L Perl. ms 
(Durham jno Cleveland) bt C Uflof* 
(Nigeria I 6-3 6-0. i Osman (Susse»i br N 
Tnnder [Northumberland) 6-7 6-3 V 
Doyle rirl) bt A Blov. jLeicsi 6-0 6-). M 
Berry [Suffolk j DtG Arherton (Lancsi 6-i 
6 -> Semi-finals: Os nun br F^rkms 6-3 
6-a Davie bt Berrv 6-3 6-0 

TRIATHLON 

Montreal will stage the world cham- 
pionships horn 1 1 to 1 2 Septem- 
ber. Munich was originally granted 
the 1 999 championships, bur the In- 
ternational Triathlon Union took 
the event back because of unsafe 
course conditions. The 1 500m swim. 
40km cycling race and 1 0km run will 
be held on Notre Dame Island in the 
St Lawrence River across from cen- 
tral Montreal 


start here at Rangers. We are 
building a firm base and when 
David Murray [the Rangers 
chairman! wants to discuss my 
contract. I will be happy to do 
so. I made a commitment 
when I signed and I am think- 
ing in the long-term with my 
plans for the team. There is ab- 
solutely no reason for people 
to suggest I'm leaving within 
the year. 

"We want to improve the 
club for more than one year, it 
is a three to five-year plan.” 

Last week Advocaat told a 
Dutch magazine it always 


seemed to be dark in Scotland, 
but yesterday explained that 
this was merely a result of his 
long working hours. “What I 
was saving was that when we 
start in the morning, it's dark, 
and when we go home, it’s 
dark because we arrive at 
around 8am and finish around 
6pm at night 

“I just wanted to give the im- 
pression of how hard we all 
work here at Rangers, not just 
me but eveiyone. The fact I've 
not seen the countryside is be- 
cause I have been so involved 
with the dub." 


BASKETBALL 


LEAGUE: Edlnburgn Rocts 
v Birmingham Bullets (8.01 

OTHER SPORTS 

BOXING: World Boeing Union cruiMn- 
weight da mp fan sfep : R Norton iStouroodgei 
vJMOfOkeng JSA. ho kief) JOT Asian ViHo 

Le&ure Centre. Binrnngnamj 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

13,000 

The number of 
dollars (£8,125) 
which basketball 
players Kurt Thomas 
and Chris Dudley of 
NY Knicks and 
Shaquille O'Neal 
and Rick Fox of LA 
Lakers were fined for 
a four-man brawl. 


YESTE R DAY 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP TWO 

Postponed: Slovemo v Albania. 

GROUP THREE 

Moldova O N Ireland 0 

? 737 

iji Republican Stadium. Chisinau I 

GROUP FOUR 

Russia [3i 6 Andorra |Oj 1 

Tnov & 5jrKh« 7 i 

a*v.-ftasrnykn I r 62 20.000 

Onopkti 42 
Tsymbatar 50 
Alenichev 90 

tat latiomoirv Stadium. Moscow) 

Ukraine (0i 1 Iceland |0) —1 

Vashchyuk 5i Sigurdsson 66 

50.000 

I or Olympic Stadium. Aievl 

GROUP SEVEN 

Azerbaijan |C>) ..0 Romania (0 } — t 

Peirc 49 

tat Fohh Bat hram-M Stadium. Baku) 

Slovakia.. _..0 Hungary ..0 

ini Sfovan Srodium. Biatrsitna) 
GROUP EIGHT: Postponed; Croatia v 
Malta Yugoslavia v Macedonia 

GROUP NINE 

Lithuania (0) 1 Estonia (0) 2 

Fomenl-a 83 Terehov 49. 77 
3000 

tai Zahpins Stadium. Vilnnnl 
EUROPEAN UNDER-2T CHAMPION- 
SHIP Group One: (GfuHanowa): Italy n 

iPiric- pen 24. pen 52. StarLiro 44. Buc- 
.;ni 60) Belarus I (Razeumov 5) Group 
Four (Parts): France 3 (Henry 10. Maoul- 
ida pen 6. 75) Armenia 1 (Mmasian 87). 
Group Rue (Hautcharage); Luxem- 
bourg 0 Bulgaria 3 (Tchilihov 0. 50. Tchc- 
nukou 20 i 

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY (Tokyo): 

Japan 0 Biazil r (Amoroso 12. Emerson 
47. 

PON TINS LEAGUE Second Division: 

LiAi.c'r' 3 Nortr bounty 0 Third Divi- 
sion: Carlisle 1 Hull 2. Ha 1 1 fan 0 Dar- 
Imf ii-i 1. Haitlt-pc-Ol 2 Chester 2 
Wigan 1 Rochdale 0 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Division: Cambridge 0 Fulham 4: 
Srenrrorrt ? Wesr Ham l 


TUESDAY'S 
LATE RESULTS 
European Under-2T Championship: 
Group On* (Winterthur): Switzerland 1 


Walts O Group Hum Latvia 0 Greece 

2 (Quotas 15. Susopotous 45). Group 
Three (YIMsnuIn): Germany 2 (Blank 35. 


(Kiev): 

Balitsky 


Nehrbauer 87) Finland 0 Group Pour 
_: Ukraine 5 |2ubov <15. Oleitvk 48. 
itsky 67. Tlmosfxhyuk 71 . teshdiyufc 88) 
Iceland 1 (GuCtonsson l6|.GroopHue (Ka- 
towice): Pc4and 2 fWlchnlarek 7. Sobczak 
oOj Sweden 0 Group Six (Amsterdam): 
Netherlands u Spam I. Group 5even (Sum- 
gait): Azerbaipn o Romania 2 iMutu pen 
13. Luca 27|. (Bracts Uva): Slovakia 4 
jGr«i"? 75. Sedlak it 1 , Babnk 40, Czlnege 
63) Hunrary 1 (Balasko 84) Group Nine 
(Vilnius}: Lithuania 4 jGrazhlunas 27. 
ppsnkus 40. 46. Jokstius 60) Esttola 1 (Oun 
87) : Scotland 0 Czech Republic 1 . Nation- 
Mride league Fhsc DMston: WWves 3 Crevwe 
0 Second DMiIob: Wigan 1 BrtetcJ Rovers 
0 Third ENufalan: Plymouth 5 Scunthor- 
pe 0: Rochdale l Southend 0 Nationwide 
ConPerenee: Southport 0 Woking 0 in- 
ternational Friendly (LMge): Belgium 0 
Egypt I (Imam 1 4). Smirnoff urWi League 
premier Dlvbioo: Omagh Town 0 Bally- 
mena (Jld 5. First Dhrfslom Limavady Utd 

0 Aids 3. Coca^oU League Cap morter- 
IhuiK Qenavon 1 Lnfield 2 (aefl: Oentoran 
2 Dfetlllery 1 . League Of Wales; Inter Ca- 
We-Tei 5 HoiyweH 1 : Connah's Quay Nomads 

1 Conwy Utd 2: Rhayader Town u Aberys- 
twyth Town 2: Barry Town 6 Carmarthen 
Town 2 (Barry Town mn ntfe). Highland 
League: Postponed: Fort Wllem u Qactv- 
rvacuddln Under-16 International Meael- 
ly : England T Turkey 0 (or Brisbane Rd. 
Leyton). Women's Under-in Interna- 
tional friendly: England 3 Finland 0. 
Endsleigh Challenge Trophy Semi-final 
fine leg: Morecambe 0 Doncaster Rovers 

2 Hyman League Premier Division: 
Bcveham Wood 0 Dagenham 6 Redbridge 
2, Oiesham 2 St Afoans 1 . Dtdwicn 2 Hamp- 
too T. Guvesend a Bishop's Scon tort 1 : Hty- 
bridge 1 Hendon 0 Hrst Division: Grays 
I Oxford Dry 0; HiicWn 1 Staines 0. Rom- 
rofd 3 Wembley 4. wnyteieale 3 Uxbridge 

0 Second Division: Barking 0 Meticpoh- 
ijn Ponce l; Hemei Hempstead 2 Hunger- 
lord i: Heirfoid 0 With am 3; Hwsnam 0 
Edgware town I: Noftmiuood 0 Thame 2 
Third DMskMi: Camberley tovjn 2 Oapton 
7: Egnam i Southall 1. Epsom & Ewell i 
Lewes 0; Ford Utd 2 Ware 0; Hornchurch 
) Count man- Cast utK 1 Uni Bond League 
premier DMsfon: Colwyn Bay 0 Leigh RM1 

1 Sialybridge 3 Altrincham 1 : Worvwp 7 
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Ilic aims 
to defy 
Yugoslav 
FA ban 

By Neil silver 

THE Yugoslavian goalkeeper 
Sasa Ilic has declared Himself 
available to play for Charlton 
this weekend. But whether or 
not he feces Chelsea at The Vhl- 
leyon Saturday will be decided 
at the lastminute by the Chari- 
ton m a n a g er; Alan Curbishley. 

Die has gone against the 
Yugoslavian Football Associa- 
tion’s advice to their players by 
making himself available for se- 
lection. 

In normal circumstances 
Ilic would start as first choice. 
Simon Rqyce is injured; Andy 
Petterson has played just one 
game for the club this season, 
and Mike Salmon has not fea- 
tured in toe first team for more 
than a year. But Curbishley 
will wait until after t raining on 
Friday before deciding whether 
or not Ilic is mentally right for 
such a big game. 

Die, whose home nation is 
under attack from Nato forces, 
will not give interviews but he 
issued the following statement: 
“As I am sure you will appreci- 
ate, the last week in particular 
has been an extremely difficult 
time for me and my famil y 

“I have a number of dose rel- 
atives and friends living in Yu- 
goslavia who have been 
affected by the Nato bombing 
campaign and I fear for their 
safety. As someone living and 
working in England, I equally 
would not wish to see Bridal ca- 
sualties from this campaign. 

“Some fellow Yugoslavian 
professional footballers playing 
around the world have chosen 
not to play for their clubs in 
protest at the Nato bombing - 
a decision which I support and 
understand. However; in my po- 
sition, I feel that by choosing to 
play for Chariton Athletic I will 
make a greater contribution by 
remaining in the public eye.” 

Curbishley admitted that at 
the beginning of this week he 
did not think Sic would be able 
to play. 

“I have told Sasa I will make 
the final decision," Curbishley 
said. “He wants to play but he 
has had a difficult week. 

“On Monday I didn't think he 
would be up for it, but he has 
gradually improved Players 
are asking him what's going on 
all the time, and in my position 
I have to think of the club firs L 

“I understand toe Yugoslav 
FA have been asking their play- 
ers not to play. It is a mixed sit- 
uation, and we haven't had any 
response from them. But per- 
haps there will be some now 
Sasa has made his statement," 

Australian-born Ilic was pic- 
tured this week at Downing 
Street with fellow countryman 
Sasa Currie, of Crystal Palace. 
Currie carried a placard in 
support of his homeland around 
Selhurst Park last Sunday, but 
Ilic will be discouraged from 
any such act by Curbishley. 

“It is a difficult position he 
finds himself in," Curbishley 
said. “You don’t know which 
way he is being pulled when he 
is away from the training 
ground He is getting informa- 
tion direct from Belgrade which 
we are not parly to. 

“But I have told him it can be 
time-consuming and not con- 
ducive to playing professional 
football Sasa has made his 
statement in Saturday’s match 
programme, and I don't think 
he will be going around toe 
pitch with any other message." 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Wtiirby 1. Hrst Division: tostwood Town 
2 Lincoln Utd 2; RadcliWe Borough 1 
Burse ougti 0. Srocksbnage PS 2 Farsfey 2: 
Tr Afford 0 Matlock 0: Whitley Bay 1 Brad- 


Lugut Pr emi er Division: Bromsgrtwe 1 
Crawley 0: Cambridge City 0 Burton Albion 
0: Hastings 2 Bacn 2: Tamwortn 1 Gran mam 
7: Wry mourn 2 Dorctmtef 1 . NBdland Di- 
vision: Evesham Utd 0 Shepshed Dynamo 
0: Srouitorldee I Stafford Rangers 1. 
Southern Division: Ashford 0 Daruoid 3 : 

Basniey 2 Fltti O'. Nowpo'l (WN) 0 Mai- 
gare 7; tonbndge h Eritfi & Bdvedeir 0, Wit- 
ney 3 SinmgbourneO Northern Counties 
Ease League Premier Division: Buxron 2 
Siavdey MW 1 , E>:cleshin 1 Oenaby 1 ; Lnr- 
ersedge l ThacWey 2: PonrWratt Collieries 
0 tinge 0. President's Cop Rsal second 
leg: Gar forth 0 Norm Ferrlby 2 fapg: IS). 
Amott tasBonM Northern League Hrst 
DMsfcHcMarske I Bflliigham tovm 2 . Wfln- 

sceolead Kent League Premier Dtvfcton: 

Greenwich Borough 0 Ramsgate 2; Heme 
Bay 0 Thames mead 3; Sheppey 0 Becken- 

Pntmler^DMsioB: Bljck'-tone 2*lSrd 
Sports l; Boston town 2 Vtoiey 1: Buck- 
ingham Town 1 Desborough 1; 5t NeocsO 
Srotfold T. Jenson Wessex League: 
Newbury 0 tot ton 7; Christchurch 4 Gos- 
port Borough 2: Wim borne 9 East Cowes 
Ves 0. North Western 'Rains Loagu* Hrst 
DiviitatE Prescot Cabte 4 St Helens 1:Gtos- 
sop North End 0 Ramsbuttutn 3. Post- 
poned: Bo«le v VauJtfiaU GM. Screw Hx 
DJroet League Premier Dfvfeion: Bishop 
Sutton 2 Yeovil 3: Bndgwawr 3 Bxftwell 
0; Mangottfiew 2 Barnstaple 2; Odd Down 
0 West bury 1; Paul ton 5 Caine 0. Les 
Phillips Cop quarter-final: Bristol Manor 
Faim 0 Chippenham 2. Interlink Express 
Midland Alliance: King's Norton 1 
Sandwdl Borough 0; PelsaH Villa 0 Shlfnal 
2. Pershore 1 Oldbury 3; Rocester 3 tffest 
Midlands Police 0; Wdlenhall 0 Stourport 
0. Invitation Cop Fourth round: Bridg- 
north 2 Oadley 1. Jenson Eastern 
League Premier Division: Diss 3 Stow- 
market 0; Gorieslon 3 Newmarket 0; His- 
ron 3 Paten ham 2: Lowest oft 2 INarboys 
D. Sudbury Vtenderers 2 Bury Town O.Wto- 
ham 3 Woodbratee 0 Pontins League Pre- 
mier Division: Lfertoy 1 Aston Villa 3: Leeds 
3 Sunderland 1. First Division: Grimsby 
3 Burnley 2. Second Division: Rotherham 
0 Shell Utd 0. Avon Insurance Combi- 
nation Hrst Division: Oxford Utd 3 
Wycombe 1. The Times FA Youth Cop 
Fifth round: Millwall 1 Wimbledon 2; Ar- 
senal 0 West Ham 0. 
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Draw ends 


Northern 


Irish hopes 


JUST like Moldova's crum- 
bling Republic Stadium, North- 
ern Ir elan d's European dream 
lies in pieces following a no- 
score bore in Chisinau yester- 
day. Only a win would have done 
for Lawrie McMenemy’s side if 
they were to keep their faint 
hopes of qualifying for Euro 
2000 alive, but the point gained 
from this dull encounter leaves 
the Irish well behind the Group 
Three leaders with just five 
points from five games. 

The result may even spell 
the be ginning of the end of 
McMenemy’s reign. The former 
Southampton manager's con- 
tract with Northern Ireland ex- 
pires at the end of this 
qualifying campaign. 

McMenemy had gambled on 
the untested Bournemouth 
striker Stephen Robinson for 
what was his most important 
match ginre taking charge. But 
the move failed as the 24-year- 
old Robinson struggled to 
bridge the gulf in qualify be- 
tween the Second Division and 
international football. 


FOOTBALL 


BY DAVID ANDERSON 
in Chisinau 


Moldova 

Northern Ireland 


He could make little impact 
on the match, apart from get- 
ting in the way of a Keith Gille- 
spie effort in the first half. In 
truth the Irish generally cre- 
ated very little, although lain 
Dowie appealed in vain for a 
header which he felt had 
crossed the line. 

McMenemy had told his cap- 
tain, Steve Lomas, to push for- 
ward at every opportunity in 
support of Robinson and 
Dowie. and he went close with 
a 25-yard shot earfy on. 

Gillespie also tried his luck 
from the right onfy for his effort 
to cannon off Robinson. 
Michael Hughes made his 
mark on the game and Oleg 
Fistican's legs on 13 minutes 
when he chopped down the 
Moldovan to earn a yellow card. 


England’s Hungary 
trip in the balance 


THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
has said that the Balkan crisis 
would have to deteriorate be- 
fore England's friendly in Hun- 
gary at the end of next month 
is cancelled. 

Speculation has already 
begun as to whether the match 
can go ahead, given that Hun- 
gary borders Serbia, where 
Nato are currently carrying 
out air strikes in response to the 
bloodshed in Kosovo. 

One report indicated that 
the game on 28 April was to be 
called off due to the proximity 
of Budapest to Belgrade - 
about 180 miles - and tire threat 
of terrorist attacks. The safety 
of the players will be the FA’s 
main consideration, while the 


views of clubs may also be 
taken into account However; 
because the game is almost a 
month away, no immediate de- 
cision will be taken. 

Games in Macedonia ami Yu- 
goslavia had to be called off last 
weekend, while the Bosnian 
team were unable to fly out to 
Scotland, but Hungary did play 
a Euro 2000 qualifier at home 
to Liechtenstein last Saturday. 

Steve Double, an FA spokes- 
man, said: “The situation would 
have to deteriorate from how it 
is now for us to go that for (and 
call the match off]. But we are 
monitoring the situation and 
will take the Foreign Office ad- 
vice on the correct way to pro- 
ceed." 


Moldova, whose last com- 
petitive win was almost four 
years ago, stirred briefly and 
Igor Oprea’s cross precise cross 
from the left was headed just 
over by Alexander Sukharev. 

That effort brought the 
home fans to life, although 
Northern Ireland's small trav- 
elling band of supporters were 
also making themselves heard. 

Maik Thyior proved he was 
not suffering any after effects 
from Saturday's 3-0 defeat 
against Germany when he made 
a fine save from Sergiu Epure- 
anu's 20-yard free-kick. Then 
just before the interval, Sergei 
Kleshchenko played in Vladimir 
GakLamaschuk, only for Dar- 
ren Patterson to halt him. 

There was little to pierce the 
gloom after the break, the 
game plunging to new depths 
of tedium and the Moldovan 
crowd presumably wondering 
if the entertainment on offer 
was really worth a day’s wages. 

Kevin Horlock became the 
third Irish player to be booked 
in the 61st minute before Aaron 
Hughes came on for Patterson 
two minutes later. 

Midway through the half 
came the moment when Dowie 
felt he had scored. The Queen's 
Park Rangers striker got his 
head to Lomas' long throw-in, 
but the Croatian referee ruled 
that Sergei Dinov had palmed 
the ball away before it could 
cro6S the line. With that decision 
went any lingering Irish hopes 
of qualification. 

MOUtOVA.' Ditto v (Cons true rorul Chisin- 
au). Rscfcan (Zimbru Chisinau). Retool* 
(Uralan Elista). Sosnowsky (Dynamo 
Kiev). Guzun (Torpedo Zaporizhya). 
Sooenko (Tiligul Tiraspol). SnWurti 
(Dni pro Dnlpropecrovsk). OpreJ (Zimbru 
Chisinau). Gabfamasdtuk [5 hen I Tiras- 
pol). Epnreanu (Zimbru Chisinau). 
W Kfag nfco (Zimbru Chisinau). Subsu- 
me: Scratulat |Nistni Otaci) for Oprea. 
90 


NORTHERN IRELAND ( 4 . 4 -Z): Taylor 
(Fulham): Patterson (Dundee United). 
Korfodk (Manchester Gtyl. WnOams 
(Chesterfield). Morrow (Queen's Park 
Rangers): Lomas (West Ham). Gillespie 
(Blackburn Rovers). Lennon (Leicester 
City). Wt Hughes (Wimbledon): Dowie 
(Queen's Park Rangers). Robinson 
(Bournemouth). Substitute: A Hughes 
(Newcastle United) for Patterson. 56. 
e: E Trivcovic (Croatia). 


THE THURSDAY CROSSWORD 

N03885 Thursday 1 April by Mass Wednesday's solution 



ACROSS 

7 Typical April fools, a bit 
taken in (8) 

9 Time of year for playful 
teaser (6) 

10 April fool? One bent on 
fish 14.) 

11 Mum's an April fool - no 
dupe, otherwise (8£) 

12 Endless sport on day for 
deception (6) 

14 Thursday’s first, great 
for catching one out <8) 

15 Couple hiding fool's 
wine cup (6> 

17 Ebol taken in by school 
sneak ... (6) 

fooling by word of 

i's taken 


23 


One’s played trick, 
misleading cretin on 


24 


first of April HO) 
Deceived in April - Le. 


25 


(4) 

types caught by 
verbal pranks (6) 

26 Narked fools, perhaps, 
sent the wrong way 18 ) 


8 


20 


mouth? 
in (8> 


interrupted 
devilry t6> 


fool’s 

some 


DOWN 

Girl has New Testament 
and Cross? t8> 

Right and Left in 
contest (4) 

Primate's an eminent 
historian (6) 

Badly done to. I'm for 
drop (8> 

a 


They might indulge in i 
certain amount of leg- 


pulling 1 10 > 
Concert 


once rued with trick? 


Reciprocate* 6) 

Note about a bird - e.g. 
emu (6) 

13 There’s bound to be a 
trick in it (6,41 

16 Diversion in street 
under repair (8) 

18 English red deer up 
ahead stopped in its 
tracks (8) 

19 Receives grants (6) 

21 Fool old one impishly (6) 

22 Niggardly? Very, 
hoarding silver (6) 

24 Record sound of 

romantic composer <4i 


PuhlrthcJ to lnJtJptoJwu NwsjuvmUKi LuiuIl-iL ) Can uU S^imv. Coiuiy WbaiC LotiI'Hi EI4 5DL ud pnciol :1 Muni 
Culuur huL Si Alban' RiuiL Warlord Batk owe* available from Hum* Vcnv-rcr>- 

Ttnruby I A|<il IW J it> J nrv-jupci nil itK rw Oita 





Jacques Villeneuve, of the British American Racing team, keeps focused yesterday during the practice session 
at the Montmelo race track near Barcelona in preparation for the Brazilian Grand Prix on II April Reuters 


Hussain 
called < 
up for 
Shaijah 



By Detrek Pringle 


NASSER HUSSAIN has been 
called-up to join the England 
World Cup squad. The Essex 


Michael Atherton, will join his 
teammates on 5 April, two days 
before England's first game 
against Pakistan in the Coca- 
Cola Cup in Shaijah. 

For H ussain, omitted from 
the original Worid Cup squad de- 
spite several fine performances 
in the recent one-day senes in 
Australia, the late call will no 
doubt feel like poetic justice. 

“Obviously I feel realty dis- 
appointed for Albers,” Hus- 
sain said “"We grew up together 
in cricket and his back prob- 
lems are a real worry for Eng- 
lish cricket Other than that, I 
feel elated When I was left out 
of the original squad I felt com - 
pletefy empty- Before that I 
thought rd had a pretty good 
tour of Australia, but the dis- 
appointment of being left out 
changed that perception. n 

But if the younger Hussain 
would have let that initial dis- 
appointment eat away at him for 
the rest of the summec the ma- 
ture one decided to pour his en- 
ergy into getting Essex in shape 
far the new season. "Td only just 
got the disappointment of not 
making the World Cup squad 
out ofmy mind when I heard on 
my car radio that Athers had 
piffled out Naturalty all the jL 
emotions I'd only just dealt ^ 
with came flooding back. It’s 
been a nail-biting few days." 

England’s selectors, mindful 
of yesterday’s deadline, had to 
make their decision quickly, no 
mean feat with Graham Gooch 
in Essex, Mike Gatting in the Al- 
garve and both David Graveney 
and Alec Stewart in Pakistan. 
But (he obvious candidates were 
few and it was always Kkefy to 
be a choice between Hussain 
and Mark Ramprakash. 

The tour manager, David 
Graveney. said: “He [Hussain] 
may not be an opener but he 
would be one of the first names 
on your list in a Ttest match sce- 
nario, which would be fair evi- 
dence of his technical prowess, 
and his fielding capabilities are 
also in his favour.'’ 







Walker suspended in 
a drugs ‘nightmare’ 


DOUG WALKER'S hopes that he 
would have no case to answer 
following the adverse findings 
shown up by a doping test last 
December vanished yesterday 

The European 200 metres 
champion was suspended 
pending a disciplinary hearing 
after the UK Athletics drug 
advisory committee announced 

- belatedly - that there was 
enough scientific evidence to 
warrant further investigation. 
If the suspension is upheld. 
Walker faces the maximum 
ban of two years. 

The news was broken to the 
25-year- old Edinburgh athlete 
at around 9.30am as he trav- 
elled to a press conference at 
the Law Society building in 
Chancery Lane - a venue that 
could turn out to be entirely ap- 
propriate if. as seems likely, this 
case becomes a matter of pro- 
tracted legal wrangling. 

Looking dazed and close to 
tears. Walker described the sit- 
uation he now found himself in 
as “a total nightmare”. He has 
always maintained his inno- 
cence since a urine sample 
taken in an out-of-competition 
test on 1 December revealed 
metabolites -processed traces 

- of nandrolone, a banned 
steroid. 

The initial findings reduced 
the former Scottish schoolboys 
and Heriot's FP rugby player to 
tears, and he confessed that he 
had cried again yesterday as he 
passed on the latest finding to 
his father. David, back home in 
Edinburgh. 

“I am shocked." Walker said. 
"I never thought things would go 
this far.” He repeated his as- 
sertion that he was innocent. but 
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admitted that he did not have an 
explanation for the findings, 
“like many other athletes, l 
have used protein supplements, 
but everything I have taken has 
been well guided," he said. 
“There is no reason why there 
should have been an adverse 
finding. It's quite ironic because 
I was always dead against 
drugs. I was always one of the 
cynics when I heard people 
denying they had taken stuff." 

Asked if he had a message for 
people back in Scotland, the 
man who had carried the Sag of 
St Andrew at last year's Com- 
monwealth Games responded: 
“Keep the faith. It may take a few 
months, but 1 will be cleared. \fou 
have got to believe that when 
you are innocent" 

Walker has already dipped 
into his savings to hire legal ad- 
vice. Now, as his legal repre- 
sentative Nick Bitel observed 
yesterday, things start to get 
really expensive. If the hearing 



Walker Reduced to tears 


- for which there is no date yet 

- upholds his suspensioa Walk- 
er wili have to organise an ap- 
peal hearing and, perhaps, 
farther legal challenges. 

Diane Modahi, currently 
seeking half a million pounds 
worth of damages from the 
now defunct British Athletic 
Federation after having her 
drug ban overturned on appeal, 
has spent more than £450,000 on 
her legal fees thus far. 

Walker, who lives at home 
with his parents, does not have 
that kind of money. He does not 
even own a car, although he did 
remark yesterday that his 
mother Janet had a B reg 
Honda Civic that might fetch 
£300. It was a rare moment of 
levity in what was a traumatic 
experience for him. 

“This is just the beginning not 
the end," said Bitel who said that 
nandrolone metabolites could be 
present in urine for numerous 
reasons, either occurring natu- 
rally. or as a result of the inges- 
tion of legal supplements. 

In the last week Bitel, who 
expressed anger yesterday that 
the findings of the original UK 
Sports Council test had still not 
been communicated to Walker, 
said he had contacted the pres- 
ident of the Spanish athletic fed- 
eration, Jose Maria Odriozola, 
a professor of microbiology, 
who is refusing to proceed with 
a doping case involving the 
Spanish pole vaulter Dana Cer- 
vantes. He says the presence of 
nandrolone metabolites in 
urine is no proof of wrongdoing. 

However, such assertions 
are no more than intriguing the- 
ories for the pale figure who sat 
and suffered yesterday. 
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arcelle d’Argy Smith is 
femous for her years at 
Cosmo but now she has 
found another passion - 
politics. And by (his she 
means euro politics. She 
even claims to love 
Brussels. I think- that this is strange but then 
realise that such a fetish would fit well with her 
Costto past She loves Brussels so much, m feet, 
that she is st anding as an MEP for the new Pro- 
Euro Tbry Parly. This, despite the feet that she 
is a socialist I mention this inc onsisten cy to her. 
She shrugs as if to say, well, everybody makes 
their mistakes. 

This is true. I can't help but notice that every- 
one 1 talk to before this interview seems mis- 
taken about Marcelle. They do not want to know 
ho* views on the euro. “Orgasms,” they say 
“Didn't she say you could have 10 before break- 
fast? Ask about that” 

larrive well past breakfast, thank goodness, 
and find Marcelle in a snit, albeit an elegant one. 
It seems that she has taken against photogra- 
phers because a picture has appeared that 
makes her look like “Ann Widdecombe’s very 
cross older sister”. She is locked in Geneva-type 
negotiations with The Independent’s 
photographer Tbm PDstan. Marcelle is wary Tbm 
is patient He says that he is trying very hard 
not to say the words ‘‘'IViist me 8 Ma rraTte Agrees 
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It’s true!* 

. I reireat to the fomt room of her flat near ifyde 
Barit^ Hiereare two large safes apda coffee taWe 
that Is burdened with books about Europe. Some 
are harc&acks. Now that is dedication. A 
Diptyche candle ishanufog. Pn^ofiev’s Romeo 



:<■ — 




**&#*■ 







a gjass qf peach-flavoured water Negotiations 
have strait and, in the cooling-off peripd, the 
intervlw begins. Isay that lhaveto ask her 
about die orgasm thing but thatwe could leave 
it untfl last She laitghs. I ^s^y that we are going 
to talk about pofities and I swear that she looks 
a little startled. 

It is impossible to have a straightforward con- 
versation with Marcelle ffAr^ Smith. Every 
question leads to an answer that is best deserfoed 
as a maze. In joint this may seem a bit ditsy but 
in persoh it is not, perhaps because her voice 
: is low and her defivery can be rather thought- 
i faL Heraccentis nnpiaceable and certainly does 
not reflect Leigh-on-Sea in Esses, which is 
where she grew up an indeterminate number 
of years ago. 

Ita is a fevouritelword and she is undoubt- 
edly fen to talk t» as she intersperses her euro- 
babble with random thoughts on men, ses and 
life in general These seem the verbal equiva- 
L lent of a Cosmopolitan cover line She was fe- 
. mous for these when she was . editing the 
magazine in the eariy Nineties, and she certainly 
hasn’t lost her touch. . . 

OnJEurope she is gushing and says that she 
has felt like this since she was 21 and lived in 
southern France. This intensified as she 
travelled round Europe for 12 years ’while edit- 
ing International Art and Antiques Yearbook. 
She hasbeena member of the European Move- 
mentfocsome time. “So” she says, “whenjohn 
Stevens was casting around for candidates, 
samebodytold him to call me.” She says that Mr 
Stevens, an MEP Who broke away from the 
Conservatives last yean is not an unattractive 
man. “Hie has .an obscene amount of brown shiny 
hair Did I say Byronic? WeH, I don't know what 
Byron looked like. I suspect that he had more 

defiwrf che ekb ones.” 

She did not take his call at first “I had put 
• my back out and was in agony. I was crawling 
■„ toaRffli^idiysioonaUfouismthetaxLThen 
I was on a deadline, writing a piece on what it 
feels Eke^ to be pubEciy fired ^ Vfes, from Woman’s 
; Journal 'iliat’s right Being pubHclyfired had 


Sex and the 
single currency 


Marcelle d’Argy Smith is famous for telling Cosmo readers 
everything they need to know about orgasms. But now she has 
a new passion. Politics. And she’s set her heart on Brussels 






dotftaffecfc me. 1 " She stops talking for a moment 
and spffocte a moment beaming. 

She then jui^toanq^ saying that 

she adorefta man called Vincent Hannah. I say 
that I rerfeherhim, the te^dcasterwho died 
st^enfyk^few years ago. She teUs me all about 
a lunch they had and then, finalty, comes the 
point *^ was one erffoethingshe said about ins 
life. Hekx^ at n^and saU thatitfe very h^ 
portantm^thatybuiE^<mr&mventh^ 
sell I thotl^it that was r^Ily interesting. Ybu 
do, youbtqw. You just bavetpgo and do some- 
thing else. 1 never know what it is going to be, 
bytheway." 

I should steerher back to politics but instead 
I comme nt that it can be tfifficutt to go back to . 
thing s. : «M, you can sometimes go baci to 
men,” she says, her voice now almost a whis- 
per Oh rtaliy I segr, “Wsil, I think if you’ve ex- 
hausted each other thoiyou can’t But there are 
c*en people who have a schI of dalliance and it 

just passes and theaa meet again when all 


the corners are nibbed off and that is the most 
brilliant thing going.” 

So has she done this? She dodges the ques- 
tion and says that she is a believer in the say- 
ing that goes: “Everythfogyou say should be true 
. but that is no reason to tell all the truth.” She 
does notlike to talk names or specifics. “Tm an 
editor. One of the great things about being an 
editor is that Fve learned to edit what I say. It’s 
not fair on me or the men. But people do come 
to me and eyeball me and say: are you a lesbian? 
Oh, I would be thrilled! But. 

I interrupt What about the phone call from 
John Stevens? “Oh yes, so I talked to him. I said 
the thing is I’m a soefolist He said we should 
meet anyway.” They (fid, at the Chelsea Arts 
Cfcb-Mmiceflelifcfis it there because she can go 
there when she “looks like rat shit”. She de- 
manded that he be grilled by her friend AA GAL 
He agreed. Hieytaltedabontthe euro timetable 
and Marcelle was appalled to realise the situa- 
tion was worse than she thought Labour wont 
hold a referendum until after the election and 


it would take several years to introduce the euro 
after that She says that that brings us to 2006. 
“That is simply too far away." 

Wfe are all being kept in the dark because Tony 
Blair and Gordon Brown are afraid to come out 
and say they believe in the euro. “I happen to 
know they do." she says. She says we are the 
least informed people in Europe. “We know noth- 
ing about what the euro would do for us. There 
has been no information given to us. We've got 
an extremely hostile media. All we hear about 
is that the Germans are still warlike and that we 
will have French laws and have to pay for the 
Italians. It is all wrong" 

She draws breath. “Look. I’ve been paid by 
Woman's Journal until August. Yes, that's true. 
It’s very rare that you get a tiny space like this 
and I can throw myself into this. How can I get 
elected? I probably can't But from now until 
June, boy. can you raise the debate." 

Marcelle wants to push for two things. The 
first is getting rid of William Hague whom she 
calls a ‘■flat-earther". She prefers Kenneth 



w illiam Hague: 'flat-earther’ 


Ken Clarke: ‘he loves bis wife' 


Clarke, anyway. “He is far more modem. He's 
relaxed, he sits back, he likes jazz. He loves his 
wife. They chat around forever." I interrupt So 
what is the second thing? "We can press this Gov- 
ernment What we are demanding - if not de- 
mand then ask. insist pressure, make a fuss 
about - is that we haw a referendum within a 
year. That means Information now. We need in- 
formation now.’’ 

The phone rings. Earlier John Stevens had 
rung and Marcelle had invited him to a soiree 
that evening at a magazine called The Erotic 
Review. “He didn't answer other than to say that 
he’$ led a sheltered life," she says. 1 suspect that 
all that is about to change. This time the call is 
from Any Questions. “Yes. well Til have to read 
the papers” she says. Marcelle says that the 
press is only interested in her because of the 
“freak factor". 

I say that it must be terrifying to be on one 
of those shows and she shakes her head. “It's 
funny what you are terrified o£ Dinner parties. 
I could never give a dinnerparty. Terrified of it.” 
She says that she would rather sleep with a man 
than have a dinner party because then there are 
only two people who would know if you screwed 
it up. It seems a good time to mention the or- 
gasm fector. Did she ever run an article on 10 
before breakfast? “No, I was too busy doing it. 
Noooo. of course I didn't" 

It's time for the photograph - Tom’s patience 
has paid off - but first I ask her about her parly 
politics one more time. Can you really be a 
socialist and a Tbry simultaneously? “I don't think 
this is about LhaL This is an Issue. Look, I'm Jew- 
ish. 1 look at the Chief Rabbi and he drives me 
insane. He is anti-gay. He is a fundamentalist 
1 cannot be a fundamentalist! 1 don’t think that 
Labour is good or the Tories bad." 

So what happens if she is actually elected on 
10 June? Marcelle looks shocked. “Alihh. Oh, that 
is something else. I haven't thought that for 
ahead. No. 1 haven't." 



* VPA-20 

I Fully specified 8mm 
I camcorder at a new 
I Easter bargain price! 

| ✓ 1 6x powerzoom with VTJ 
I macro mode 
I ✓ 4 presec shooting modes 

• / Tide generator 
: ✓ Edit search & insert edit 

1 ✓ Fader for smooth transitions 
1 Was £299.99 

[ PENTAX Espio 140 

1 Top-rated - — 4 

I j8-f-40mm 



FUJIFILM MX700 

Massive savings on \ZZ} 
ben selling Megapixel [-— • Q> 
digital camera. 

Originally £609.99 ; 

W3S £449.99 


i Maxell M VMS tape 

I E-IB O 3-ho ur high grade npc. 


. Kodak Film Cut Price 

* 36-exp ISO 200 35mm colour film. 



P^zzan SatiarctfPw 



*9t 



Arts 

9 

Listings 

15-16 




10-12 

Radio 

17 

EDUCATION & 


East Track 

13 

Satellite TV 

17 

FAST TRACK 


Law 

13 

Today's TV 

18 

i&Ea^gggfl^r I’lliagflKMmSOT'l mtt 







1 Duracefl AA Batteries 

I AA Alkaline tonemes. 3 


BBfcFEa 


RRM* 


PM 


REE. unfimitedThf 




Latest FREE Catalogue! 

Pick your KJpy of our bzest cnalojuc. It s hoawng whtrmge 

S dghaL phis packed mdi 100‘s at accessories- 

0800 0388899 


die btcsr m photo. «d*o 3 dgtaai. phis packed <mdi 100‘s of 
AvaiiUe from any store 
or call Teow Direct oir 
2 nd wet post you one today 1 


• BELMST • BltMNGHAM • SWGHTOW 9 BBETW. • BBOMLET • CAMBRIDGE • CARDIFF ■ 
■ 0 CSEENRfflD m HAKLEY • IPSWICH • LAKESIDE • L£EDS • LONDON.- OTf; HOLBORN; | 
1 KBQfNOTON: STRAND: TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD • MANCHESTER • MILTON KEYNES a 
| • NEWCASTLE • NOKTHAHTTON « NtmWQWf • OXKMD • PETERBOROUGH 0 READING | 
. * SHEFFIELD • SOUTHAMPTON • WATFORD , 


1 _ 

Lear friSa ‘‘ffl'-SJOpiu 1 rtn lljnSpaj Yin naff Cne^dsi 09 last WiUttliMKlMiusiA [ 


uojsijcfuiqi 










tt -3 -ncts-e M2.*.25sa K K ^8 g'EffSS’P 





i 

> 

-J 


I 

z 

t 

f 

i 

1 


Laying down the 
law in Kosovo 

Sir: The tragedy of Kosovo brings 
home one obvious truth. The law 
relating to non-intervention in the 
internal affair s of sovereign states 
should be scrapped. 

This concept was introduced to 
protect the world from 
expansionist powers such as pre- 
war Japan and Nazi Germany. Its 
effect has been to condemn large 
sections of the world's population . 
to lives of unspeakable misery 
inflicted by some of the most 
barbaric dictators in history. 

The fact that so many of these 
dictators have seized power 
illegally, without the consent of 
their people, adds a gruesome 
irony - as well as hypocrisy - to the 
phrase "sovereign state". 

Western democracy, for all its 
faults, is the system of government 
most likely to bring beneficial 
change in the world. How the 
citizens of Iraq. Sudan, Kenya, 
Serbia, Burma (the list is endless) 
would welcome a system of 
government similar to the one we 
have in Britain. 

How fortunate the world is that 
the main hope for good also has a 
monopoly of financial and military 
power Surely we have a duly to 
use this power to ensure that all 
people in the world are given the 
hope that at some stage they, too, 
will enjoy the basic human rights 
that the majority in the West take 
for granted. 

The fact that we have made 
mistakes in the past and the fact 
that we cannot deal with all human 
rights abuses at once do not alter 
this fact Inability to do eveiything 
has never been a reason for doing 
nothing Injustice and denial of 
basic human rights should no 
longer be allowed to flourish 
behind the shield of this 
discredited concept of 
national sovereignty. 

STUART RUSSELL 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire 

Sir Those who claim so 
confidently that international law 
has been broken by the Nato 
attack on Yugoslavia are 
wrong. They ignore the 
Genocide Convention. 

Every signatory is bound by it to 
intervene to stop genocide quite 
apart from any UN Resolution. For 
this reason the Conservative 
Government turned a blind eye to 
overwhelming evidence and 
always refused to speak of 
genocide in regard to Bosnia. 

The present government has 
recognised that what is happening 
in Kosovo is nothing less than 
genocide and that it began well 
before the monitors were 
withdrawn. Intervention is, 
therefore, not illegal 
but mandatory. 

There is only one reason to 
condemn Nato action: the inability 
of action confined to the air to 
prevent the murderous activities 
of paramilitary groups. Only- 
ground troops can do that. If Nato 
does not want to risk its own 
soldiers in a ground war when it 
has a moral duty to arm the only 
other people who could possibly do 
so, theKLA. 

ADRIAN HASTINGS 
Leeds 

Sir Whether Nato's action in 
Yugoslavia is in breach of the UN 
Charter and the North Atlantic 
Treaty is not with respect quite so 
clear-cut as Cornell! Barnett 
seems to suppose (letter. 

30 March). 

It is true that the Charter 
contains no express provision for 
the taking of humanitarian action 
by member states. Nor does the 
North Atlantic Tteaty of 1949, 
which is essentially a treaty 
of mutual assistance against 
armed attack. 

The thrust of the UN Charter is 
towards maintaining peace and 
security among nations, achieving 
international co-operation and 
encouraging respect for human 
rights. A producer of that 
co-operation is the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of 1948. 

The preamble to the 
Declaration refers to "disregard 
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Trial by media 

Sin Ybur leading article of 29 March 
highlights the way the tabloid press 
can harm the reputations of 
innocent people because they are 
already in the public eye. It is worse 
when they prematurely hig hl i gh t 
allegations which later prove to be 
withoutfoundation. 

A clear example is the way the 
Catholic Archbishop of Cardiff, the 
Most Rev John Ward, has been 
treated for over two months. In 
mid- January the tabloids, followed 
by almost everyone else, gave 
considerable coverage to 
allegations of child rape going back 
to 1961. The allegations seemed 
highly unlikely to those like me who 
have known the Archbishop for 
many years. The publicity came 

even before the police could 

interview him. He was “innocent 
until proven guilty”, but his 
reputation was already suffering 
serious damage. 

Many of the people I met had 

heard all about the case and asked 

me more about it Last week the 
Crown Prosecution Service, after 
carefully examining the evidence, 
dropped the matter. Cardinal Hume 
and the Archbishop himself made 
press statements. None of the 
people 1 meet are aware of this; I 
have seen and heard nothing about 
it in the intervening five days. 

FbUowing the premature 
publicity, the Archbishop had to 
stand aside from his public duties 
for over two months. The people 
and priests of his diocese were 
denied the normal pastoral care 
they expect from their bishop. Now 
the lack of prominent reports about 
the CPS decision seems to show 
that the media are more interested 
in destroying reputations than 
restoring what they have 
mistakenly damaged. 

HUGH LINDSAY 
Granpe-ooer-Sands. Cumbria 
The writer was Catholic Bishop of 
Hexham and Newcastle. 1974-2992 

Legitimate concern 


and contempt for human rights 
[that] have resulted in barbarous 
acts which have outraged the 
conscience of mankind", a cap that 
does seem to fit President 
Milosevic rather well 

The Declaration requires that 
member states of the United 
Nations have "pledged themselves 
to achieve, in co-operation with the 
United Nations, the promotion of 
universal respect for and 
observance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms”. It is that 
that Nato is doing 

Article 5 of the North Atlantic 
Treaty does permit the use of 
armed force to restore and 
maintain the security of the North 
Atlantic area, and the intendment 
seems wide enough to cover Nato’s 
present initiative in Yugoslavia. 

That initiative can also be seen 
as the application of a concept of 
rescue in the customary 
international order and its specific 
target of ethnic deansing may 
provide a useful precedent for 
action to protect, for example, 
nomadic people and the 
indigenous inhabitants of the 
rainforest. 

In Kosovo the die is cast and the 
time for debate is over, what is 
called for now is resolute pursuit of 
the chosen course and gratitude to 
those who are risking their lives 
for its implementatioa 
R C H BRIGGS 
Salisbury. Wiltshire 

Sir. The debate on the legality of 
Nato's action in Yugoslavia 
reminds me of the one that once 
took place over domestic violence. 

There was a time when a man 
could beat his wife with more or 
less total impunity, and the police 
were very reluctant to intervene. 
Now we realise that domestic 
violence is simply violence, and 
shall not be tolerated 

It took a generation of refugee 
women fleeing their abusive 
partners to bring about this 
change in attitude. 

Let us not wait a generation to 
deal with Milosevic. 

MIKE PERRY 
Ickenham. Middlesex 


Who’s to blame? 

Sir Robert Fisk’s swipe 
(Comment, 30 March) at the 
American President, the British 
Defence Secretary and "armchair 
warriors” would And little support 
among Kosovo Albanians. 

They do not blame Nato actions 
for Milosevic's current "ethnic 
cleansing”, because they know 
that this was exactly what 
Milosevic <fid in Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, when Nato 
stood aside, and that he was 
planning to do the same in 
Kosovo long before Nato decided 
to intervene. 

Serbia has promised Fisk 
writes, to fight an invader. This 
should be questioned. There are 
very few Serbs in Kosovo, while the 
response to the recent call-up in 
Sertria itself has been poor. 

The vast majority of young 
Serbs have no desire to die for 
Kosovo. Yes, the rhetoric is there, 
and they display their defiance by 
attending rock concerts in 
Belgrade; but this is not 
difficult to do. 

The prowess of the Serbian 
police and army is great only when 
confronting unarmed Chilians. 
Serbia took territories in Croatia 
and Bosnia- Herzegovina, in I99X 
and 1992, before these countries 
had managed to raise armies. 

Once they did so. Serbia began to 
lose on the battlefield. 

Mr Robertson and his 
colleagues fear deployment of 
ground troops, as is perhaps their 
duty, but once this deployment is 
decided Belgrade is much more 
likely to sue for peace than to 
resist Once in Kosovo, moreover 
Nato forces will be welcomed and 
assisted by the local population. 

To turn for help to the United 
Nations Security Council would be 
wholly irresponsible. One need 
only recall the disastrous record of 
the UN "safe areas’" in Bosnia. 

Failure to stand up to Milosevic 
now would result to the extension 
of war and "ethnic deansing” to 
Macedonia. Albania. Montenegro 
and Bosnia. Nato's determination 
to humble - and hopefully remove 


- the Butcher of the Balkans is a 
precondition for the region's 
return to peace. 

BRANKA MAGAS 
London W10 

Sir. Your headline "This is the 
reality of war" (31 March) misses a 
crucial point The 250.000 refugees 
and unknown number of people 
murdered are not realities of war. 
but of the vidous campaign of 
ethnic deansing being pursued by 
the Milosevic regime, and Steve 
Jackson (letter. 31 March) is quite 
wrong to describe this campaign 
as a "Serb response to bombing”. 

Some years ago the French 
National Front leader Jean-Marie 
le Pen provoked outrage by 
describing the Holocaust as “a 
detail of the Second World War”, 
the logic being that if the allied 
powers had not made war on 
Germany, the Holocaust would not 
have happened. 

Such has been the excuse of 
fascists time and again. The 
reality, of course, is that the 
Holocaust had nothing to do with 
the war and everything to do with 
the genoddal logic which lay at the 
heart of Nazi philosophy. 

We should not allow Milosevic’s 
apologists to get away with a 
similar Tie. Ethnic cleansing began 
before the Nato bombardments 
and all the evidence suggests that 
it was intensifying. That is why 
Nalo intervened. 

The way in which it has been 
carried out - villages surrounded 
by tanks and artillery before the 
Serb "irregulars'* move in - 
suggests a premeditated and 
planned campaign, not a 
spontaneous outburst or anger. 

Nobody should be in any doubt 
Nato is not responsible for the 
tragedy of Kosovo. Milosevic is. 

Dr MARK PATTON 
London SWI 6 


Sir After the Second World Wan 
memorials were erected to the 
dead in each of the many 
concentration camps of Poland and 
Germany. On all of them it says in 
the seven major languages of the 
United Nations: "Never again". 


Sixty years later, in the heart of 
Europe, mass murder, genocide 
and even concentration camps 
have been built by the Serbian 
regime. Fascists control the 
government in Belgrade. 

Serbia is no longer, as 
Chamberlain once said of the 
Czechs, a far-away country, of 
which we know nothing. It is two 
hours’ flying time from London. 
The whole basis of the European 
Union is to "rid Europe of the 
scourge of war”. If we fail the 
Kosovars, then the EU and Nato 
are worth nothing. 

Genocide can never be an 
“internal affair". We have always 
recognised our moral 
responsibility to oppose fascism 
from wherever it comes. 
Intervention is morally and legally 
right The dictatorsliip in Belgrade 
should be made to answer for its 
crimes. Invasion and a 
protectorate are now the only 
way to restore peace in the 
Balkan peninsula. 

JAMES OATES 
London W2 

Give peace a chance 

Sir. As a child I sheltered in a 
London airraid shelter from the 
bombs of the Luftwaffe. The Serbs 
then, were our allies, fighting very 
bravely against the Germans. 

Now I see Serbian children 
huddled in air raid shelters near 
their wrecked homes and 
scattered possessions. 

The bombers now are not 
only German but also British 
and American. 

Would Mr Blair and Mr Clinton 
so readily call for these Nalo 
strikes if their own children were 
in Serbia? 

EILEEN CHANDLER 
Uppingham. Rutland 

Sir. Mr Milosevic has offered to 
stop fighting in Kosovo and allow 
refugees back. Anyone really 
concerned about the human 
tragedy unfolding in the Balkans 
would grasp this opportunity to 
stop the fighting and start talking. 
Nato has flatly rejected this 


chance. It looks as if Nato's 
vendetta against Mr Milosevic is 
takin g precedence over 
h umanitarian issues. 

ZCACESA 
London N19 

Sir; Bombs are not solving the 
problems. Obviously Rambouillet 
is dead. We need new talks, we 
need talks directly between the 
Yugoslav delegation and the 
Albanians. We need talks head to 
head, talks to dear out all the 
existing problems, talks that will 
allow the refugees to come back to 
their homes, talks that will allow 
people to sleep at nights in their 
own beds instead of cold bunkers, 
talks that will allow people to start 
to rebuild the destroyed country. 

These talks cannot be 
conducted by Nato: they have to be 
conducted by neutral 
countries that don’t have blood 
on their hands. 

NEBOJSA RAKO 
London NW2 

Sir; Will Nato pilots be expected to 
drop bombs on Good Friday and 
Easter Day? This weekend gives a 
God -given opportunity and pretext 
for Nato leaders, who claim to be 
Christians, to order the 
suspension of hostilities to "give 
peace a chance”. Everyone’s faces 
could be saved, as well as 
countless lives. 

JOHN OLLIS 

Haddenham. Buckinghamshire 

Whitehall warriors 

Sir: The Labour government 
could do one honest thing - 
rename the Ministry of Defence 
as the War Office. 

ANGELA THOMSETT 
Northallerton. North Yorkshire 

Irish dimension 

Sir; Obviously, there can be no 
substantive peace talks in Kosovo 
until the men of violence in the 


Sir I wrote an article (Media, 30 
March) about the journalists' 
Oscars of last week, known as the 
Press Awards, which took place at 
the London Hilton. I am quite 
happy to acknowledge that Neil 
Walks, edi tor of The People, did not 
describe the broadsheet 
newspapers as ""broadsheet 
bastards” when he jumped on the 
stage at the end of the awards and 
berated his broadsheet colleagues 
for unfairly walking away with the 
majority of the awards when he did 
not believe they deserved them. • 
WILL WHITEHORN 
Corporate Affairs Director 
Virgin Management Ltd 
London W8 

Massage: the truth 

Sir. You have missed the point 
("Paying for sex should not finish a 
politician". 29 March). It is not so 
much the Thai people who need 
sympathy as massage therapists. 

It is we who struggle to work 
professionally and safely while our 
name is inextricably and 
inaccurately linked with 
prostitution. Prostitutes use the 
word "massage" as a euphemism 
for paid sex, while massage 
therapists offer therapeutic 
treatment for medical conditions 
and alleviating stress. For those of 
us who strive to improve the i mage 
of massage therapy, your leader 
is infuriating. 

CELIA C JOHNSON 
GuMford. Surrey 

Military language 

Sin In defining a language as “a 
dialect with an army", Professor 
John Wells (quoted in “London; 
multilingual capital of the world”, 

29 March > has unwittingly settled 
the "language or dialect" debate 
over Letzebuergesch, the national 
language of Luxembourg. I had 
always heard the definition was “a 


KLA decommission their weapons. 
Or am I missing something? 

MAT COWARD 
Prome. Somerset 


asmated to Nato. but a: 
the latter criterion it is 
(though unders tandabl 
HENRY WICKENS 
WaldbiUig. Luxembour 
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Verbal tangles unravelled by the dipsomaniac logomachist 


SOMETIMES. WHEN he is not at the 
pub. I welcome a visit from Dr Word- 
smith, the language expert. At 
other times he just arrives and re- 
fuses to go away, or falls asleep in 
the corner of the office, which is ex- 
actly what happened yesterday, so 
J am glad to say that the great man 
is still with us to answer your ques- 
tions on the niceties of language. 

Wake up. Doc! And the first 
query, please... 

Dear Dr Wordsmith, I am intrigued 
by the word just used in that intro- 
duction. namely “niceties". When it 
is written as one word, it is pro- 
nounced as “nice-teas”. But when 
written as two words, ie “nice ties", 
meaning "agreeable cravats”, it is 
pronounced rather differently. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Yes. yes, 
no doubt. And your question? 


Well. I just wondered if there was 
a term for a word which was pro- 
nounced in two different ways, de- 
pending on whether it is split up on 
the page or not. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: I have ab- 
solutely no idea. And the next! 

Dear Dr Wordsmith; I have recently 
noticed what I think is a change in 
the meaning of the word "con- 
firm”. Until now, the act of confir- 
mation has been to reaffirm an 
existing arrangement So, if you 
book a hotel room, you write a let- 
ter or send a fax to confirm it 
But the other day someone from 
a recording studio rang me up to 
confirm a studio date for a record 
Tm doing, and I said: “How can you 
confirm it? It hasn't been arranged 
yet!" and she said: “I know - that’s 
what I'm ringing up to confirm." 


So now “confirm" is being used 
to mean “arrange". Don’t you think 
this is a blurring of language? 

Dr ttbrdsmith writes: Ybu may 
well be right. And the next! 

Dear Dr Wordsmith. Do you re- 
member the prevalence some years 
bade of phrases using the word "sit- 
uation"? People weren't flooded - 
they were in a flooding situation. 
People weren't invaded -they were 
in a war situation. It got so bad that 
Private Eye started collecting egre- 
gious examples and pillorying the 
offenders, and maybe because of 
that the habit slowly died out. . . 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Are i ee any- 
where near a question? 

Yes. It strikes me that the same 
thing is now happening to the word 
"experience". The new Bhiewater 



Miles 

Kington 

Sometimes, when he's not 
in the pub , J welcome a 
visit from Dr Wordsmith, 
the language expert 

complex in Kent has been described 
as a new "shopping experience". A 
coffee bar claimed the other dav to 


provide “a new coffee experience". 
But surely there is no such thing as 
a "coffee experience", except the 
taste sensation you get from drink- 
ing coffee, and there is nothing 
new about that Is this not another 
case of word abuse? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: You may 
well be right. In my case I tend to 
go from one pub situation to an- 
other drinking experience, so I 
cant always rightly remember 
what people are saying round me. 
And the next! 

Dear Dr Wordsmith. In yester- 
day's question'n answer session, a 
book was mentioned called Leith's 
Fish Bible, f have noticed that 
there is now a plethora of book titles 
involving the genitive case... 

Dr Wbnlsmith irrites.- Oh yea h? 
Like what? 


Like Voltaire's Coconuts. Like The 
Pope's Rhinoceros. Like the daddy 
of all these genitive-oriented titles, 
namely Flaubert's Parrot. And yet 
before 1 970 there was neverany ex- 
ample of such a construction in 
novel titles. We never had The An- 
imals’ Farm by George Orwell or 
Casterbridge's Mayor by Thomas 
Hardy. How do you explain that? 
Dr Wordsmith writes: I have ab- 
solutely no idea Time for one 
more question. I think. . . 

Dear Dr Wordsmith, I was in- 
trigued to notice that your last cor- 
respondent used the expression 
•‘question'n'answer session". What 
I find interesting is the reduction 
of “and” to u ’n'”. Why, I wonder, do 
people bother to reduce the word 
“and" to M ’ff"? Surely the three let- 
ters "a-n-d” are no longer than 


apostrophe-plus-n-plus-apo 
phe? And they don’t sound an 
ferent either. Does “rock and 
sound different from "rock’tf i 
Does “rhythm’n'blues" soun 
rerent from "rhythm and blues 
V^ere a term for this pseud 
auction? And what do we call ‘ 
Dr Wordsmith writes: I haven 
faintest idea. What do YOU ct 

You're meant to provide the 
were, not me. What kind of a 
pert are you. anvway? 

?r Wordsmith writes: An 
thirsty one. In 15 mix 
you will find meat the bar c 
Dy and Printer down the i 
anyone who wishes to con$u 
tsfree to buymeadrink. 

Dr Wordsmith will be to ’ 
soon. Keep those queries 
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The refugees’ trail 
must extend to the 
shores of Britain 


NOTHING COULD have prepared us for the horror of 
Slobodan Milosevic’s attempt to drive out Kosovo’s entire 
non-Serb population. He had done it before, to the Muslims 
in those parts of Bosnia claimed as Greater Serbia, but 
the whole point of Nato’s bombing was to deter him from 
doing it again. 

The first aim ofWfestern policy, therefore, has foiled. But 
that does not mean the policy was wrong. The alternative 
to threatening military action was to acquiesce in the slow 
“ethnic cleansing" of Kosovo over a number of years. This 
way, the process is crushed into a few weeks, creating a 
refegee crisis on a scale not seen since the Second World 
War. Yes it is a disaster; but at the same time there is now 
more hope that the Albanian-speaking people of Kosovo 
will ultimately obtain protection, and that Milosevic and 
his fellow war criminals will be brought to justice. 

The details of the systematic campaign of terror waged 
by the Serbian forces are chilling . James Dalrymple’s 
account ton the front page of today's Independent ) of the 
terrible suffering of the refugees on the border between 
Kosovo and Macedonia should be enough to convict the 
Serbian leadership of crimes against humanity. It is a 
description of the misery inflicted on only a few hundred 
of the tens of thousands of refugees. The deliberate policy 
of 'identity elimination 0 , in which Kosovar refugees are 
stripped of their papers while public records in the towns 
they have left are destroyed, is frightening. 

Once the Kosovars have fled, of course, the difficulty of 
justly restoring the pre-existing state is multiplied several- 
fold. If a guaranteed peace can be brought to Kosovo - it 
could take months or years - the returning refugees will 
face all the problems of recovering property from crooks 
and impostors with which post-war Europe was familiar. 

Meanwhile, however; it is the scale of the immediate 
disaster that should command our attention. The refugees 
who are queuing on the roads out of Kosovo or camped 
above the snow-line in Macedonia or huddled in camps and 
villages in Albania andMontenegro, urgently need food and 
shelter. Our moral obligation is even more pressing t han 
in the case of natural disasters such as Hurricane Mitch; 
it was the British Government’s attempt to protect these 
people that provoked their enemies and forced them to 
head for the exits. 

We have to feed, clothe and house them - by the road- 
sides and on. the hillsides to startwith. That is why we are 
asking our readers to give generously to the appeal on 
behalf of the Disasters Emergency Committee, co- 
ordinating 15 charities. And that is why the Government 
has to open Britain's doors to our share of toe refugees. 
Our duty tothe people of Kosovo extends much further 
than bombing their tormentors Jy remote control. 



The library campaign 
that misses the point 


SOMETIMES THE warm, comforting conservatism of 
the liberal left can make toe gorge rise. If Joan Bakewell, 
Deborah Moggach, Ben Elton, Hairy Enfield and Alan Ben- 
nett are against something, it is tempting to feel that it 
should be defended. If they are complaining about closures 
and spending cuts, planning sit-ins and demanding a 
meeting with the Culture Secretary, Chris Smith, it must 
be right to dose and cut And if we are talking about branch 
libraries in Hampstead, whose doors have never been dark- 
ened by these celebs, then bring on the bulldozers now. 

Camden Council says that three of its 13 libraries are 
under-used and cost for more per book lent than any other 
libraries in London, and wants to concentrate facilities on 
better-resourced centres. 


But hold on a minute. Branch libraries are not like cot- 
tage hospitals. Most people would rather be treated in a 
big hospital, a centre of excellence. But if they want to get 
the next volume of Ant morphs for a child who has suddenly 
discovered the joys of voracious reading, any old library 
will do. It does not have to be a collage-covered commun- 
ity centre-cum-CD-rom multimedia internet cafe. 

So Camden should reconsider its closure plans; mak- 
ing libraries less accessible cannot be right But there is 
a broader issue. 

What is depressing about this dispute is the conservatism 
at the heart of the protests. Four years ago, almost to the 
day. a similar coalition of arts and literary stars, led by Judi 
Dench, Melvyn Bragg, Beryl Bainbridge and Fay Wdldon, 
announced that it was planning to sue Stephen Dorrell, the 
then heritage secretary; for allowing Camden to dose some 
branch libraries. They had been organised by the Library 
Association, which successfully mobilised the interests of 
toe producers of the service - Ubrarians. Their victory 


simply maintained the status quo. so that this week the 
same arguments could be rehearsed all over again. 

It is no use simply preserving the existing library sys- 
tem in aspic; the interests of librarians, who want to 
freeze their pay and conditions and reduce their hours of 
work, do sometimes have to be challenged. The Internet 
has been a huge boon to the bookselling business, but 
people who cannot afford computers and books, or even 
newspapers, need libraries, and the new information tech- 
nology can be used to empower them. What Is needed is 
more branch libraries, open long hours, using computers 
to access central collections. Their core function should, 
of course, be preserved. Many people - of all backgrounds 
- remember the magic libraries held when they were child- 
ren as gateways to new worlds of discovery. Students, the 
unemployed and the old need them. But Joan Bakewell and 
her chums would be doing a greater public service if they 
got out their placards for new libraries, new technology 
and new ways in which services could be delivered. 
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Why do these decent folk find it 
so difficult to support the war? 
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WHEN I was younger, I tho ugh t that 
the only people in Britain who had 
balkedat going to war with Hi tier were 
the Mosleyites and a few Remains of 
the Day-type right-wing aristocrats 
(oh, and, for very complex and em- 
barrassing reasons, the Co mmunis ts). 
4 Then, as I read some more, a more 
■ auanoed picture gradually developed 
of the gre^t informal coalition that 
argued hard for most of the Thirties 
a gainst rearmament and against 
taking effective, action to stop 
Ge rmany ’s various incursions on the 
Europe that was . established at 
Versailles in 1919. 

But I never really bad a handle on 
the psychology of this movement until 
this week Now, "reading letters to the 
newspapers, listening to the phone- 
ins, absorbing toe arguments of his- 
torians such as Correlli Barnett, 
studying the speeches of politicians 
such as Alex Sahnond, TbnyBenn and 
Alan fTtor fcj I think lean see how it hap- 







cent people can use every argument 
. . at their disposal to seek to avoid con- 
v. fhmtihgsomefoingfoat they know (or 
#ou^to know) is intolerable. 

And when you examine the views 
ofthe man and woman on the Belgrade 
tram, it i£ easier to see how so many 
Germans in the Thirties bought the 
Joseph Goebbete version of the world. 

Asai992studyshowqi,evenwheii 
offered sources of information inde- 
pendent of toe govenunent -and de- 
spite believing these sources to be 
more accurate andtruthfifi- most 
Serbs preferred to stick with the 
xen o p h obic official newspapers and ■ 
broadcasters. They, were coniforted fay 


the easy fix of toe propaganda, and dis- 
concerted by toe truth. 

Yesterday the BBC’s John Simp- 
son, who had previously been at pains 
to note how uniform support for 
Milosevic had been (and thus, by im- 
pheatiem, how imsuccessful the bomb- 
ing was), reported from Belgrade on 
the way that Serbs were dealing with 
the reports of what their sons were 
doing in Kosovo. 

They don’t want to know about it, 
frankly," he said. In other words, their 
allegiance iszft up for grabs; they can- 
not see why their country should be 
bombed because they do not want to 
see why ft should be bombed. And we 
could wait tiD hefl freezes over before 
Serb public opinion helps to stop the 

slaughter in KOSOVO. 

The fact that ordinary Serbs are 

wunrirKwl hy tina natio nalist, racist and 

paranoid rhetoric of their own media 
and government is a strange reason 
for holding back on Nato action to save 
the Kosovar Albanians. Nevertheless 
it is one among many ingenious argu- 
ments thrown against toe action by 
those who oppose it 

The other favourite one - now 
being flogged for afl it’s worth -is that 
the Nato bombing has provoked the 
current attempt by the Serbs to “eth- 
nically deanse" the entire province of 
Kosovo. This, it seems to me, is a bit 
like placing the blame for the Holo- 
caust on the Allies, on the basis that 
there were no death canq>s before we 
deriaredwaron Germany. Oneday in 
some Belgrade archive, or inside a 
burial bo®, we shall discover the 
plans for the “cleansing" of Kosovo, 
drawn up long before last Wednesday. 



David 
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We would wait until hell 
freezes over before Serb 
public opinion helps to stop 
the slaughter in Kosoiw 


On Monday night with toe refugees 
streaming into Macedonia and 
Albania, Alex Sahnond, leader of toe 
Scottish Nationalist Party, denounced 
the Nato notary action. It was, he said 
In a television broadcast “unpardon- 
able folly”, an action of “dubious 
legality”. He was also against putting 
in ground troops. 

“Sometimes toe right thing to do" 
he went on, is to negotiate patiently 
even with those we find repellent, to 
recognise that economic influence is 
more effective than military might, 
and to accept the moral strength of re- 
tying on international law, even when 
It seems frustrating or ineffective.” 

Note the “sometimes” there. It 
suggests that, just as often, ft is right 
to take up arms against those who are 
morally repellent; that “sometimes” 
his also right to use military force; and 


that "sometimes" a legalistic regard 
for international law can become an 
excuse for inactivity And God alone 
knows that if this is Mr Salmond’s 
opinion, and he is not simply a paci- 
fist then Kosovo is the “sometimes" 
when intervention is justified. 

Can it really be, I wonder, just four 
years since tightly armed Dutch UN 
troops watched helplessly as thou- 
sands of men were taken from their 
families in the UN “safe haven' - of 
Srebrenica? 

The Bosnian men were driven by 
bus to a large field where they were 
shot and buried, and toe testimony of 
the survivors is exactly the same as 
that of survivors of Einsatzgruppe 
mass executions in Nazi-occupied 
Eastern Europe. Surely to God, Alex, 
we haven't forgotten already? 

If toe West does indeed share some 
blame for Srebrenica, it is not because 
it used too much military force, or that 
it intervened too soon. It won't be 
because it had insufficient regard for 
international law, or because it refused 
to deal with people we regarded as 
“morally repellent’’. It was because it 
was weak, disunited, lacking in de- 
termination and hopelessly, absurdly 
optimistic about the “realism” of men 
such as Slobodan Milosevic. 

The Benns. the Salmonds, the 
Healeys, the Clarks, the Tapsells. the 
people who write letters to this paper 
splenetically blaming their own gov- 
ernment for the current situation 
while absolving the Serbs, are all to 
be commended for expressing their 
views. It is not their fault that Slobo- 
dan Milosevic and his propaganda 
machine use every such utterance to 


comince themselves and the Ser- 
bian population that Nato is split and 
will soon give up. Hopefully, the Serb 
regime will soon be disabused. 

The isolationists, the nostalgic anti- 
imperialists (so well described in 
these pages yesterday by Ken 
Livingstone*, the Tories who now 
seem to believe that there is no such 
thing as international society, the 
inveterate opposers of all things, 
must secretly pray that no one over 
here takes any notice of them. Can 
they possibly imagine what would 
happen now. were Nato to give up and 
go home? 

A former American ambassador to 
Yugoslavia. Warren Zimmerman, once 
coined the phrase, “the paradox of 
prevention”. The paradox is that 
democratic states cannot be easily 
mobilised to take action to prevent 
something happening, because - by 
definition - it hasn't happened yet 

Until Srebrenica. I was one of 
those who carped at the idea of West- 
ern ground troops being deployed in 
large numbers to enforce a peace. I 
was wrong. 

I don’t really want to be wrong like 
that again. It is now clear that there 
can be no Kosovar autonomy within 
a ttigoslav state, and that the actions 
of Serb thugs and murderers have 
rendered the provisions of the 
Rambouiilet agreement inoperable. 
Some kind of Kosovar entity will have 
to be reconquered, protected and 
assisted. This will require ground 
troops, and their presence will be 
guaranteed only if enough people in 
toe West demand it. Which, comrade. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 


■Finishing the job is what we intend to do. 
Tony Blair, 

Prime Minister 


thought for the day 


“An empire founded by war has to maintain itself by war.' 
Baron de Montesquieu. 

French philosopher 


means vou. 


wssr* 



,! IN THE end,ahysetiieme!itwill 
] ■ require not only toe return of 
> the refugees. and reconstruc- 
l /Son of their communities, but 
l a . also the admission of peace- 
1 k keepers to keep Sabs andAlb 1 
\ anfanft from resuming their 
j fratridde. Sendmg. frpops or 
{ arming whatever^ left of the- 
\ Kosovo liberation Aniv might 
1 .sound. more satisfying,- But 
iffiksse^would purse* ethnic 
' daarwriftg while a ground dp- " 
eratfon was prepared, and- 


isareripe for widening the war 
Milosevic's “offer" can’t be 
token seriously; we must, use 
the tools at hand to deal with 
his thuggery. 

USATbday 


monitor 


WE WONDER how many Amer- 
ican fi ghting men and women 
will have to (fie before Clinton 
decides we have been suffi- 
ciently distracted from hisreyr- 
iatf personal defects. While we 
have absolutely no respect flu - 
Clinton or his leadership abil- 


all the News of the world 
US press comment on President Clinton's 
policy of intervention in Kosovo 


pilots and other personnel in- 
volved in this flawed effort We 
wish them . Godspeed m their 
return home to safely We hope 
Clinton has toe courage to 


admit his mistake and bring 
town borne immediately! 
Bamestnlte Herald Gazette 


WE DELUDE ourselves if we 
think that the aerial bombing 


launched Wednesday alone will 
do the trick. Though it might kill 
many people, air attacks usu- 
ally risk few American casual- 
ties. We should also realize 
that a “clean” air war is not 
enough to get the job done. Re- 
member that Yugoslavia's 
rounterinsurgency campaign in 
Kosovo mostly uses special 
forces in small units not very 
vulnerable to air strikes. In 
any event, high-tech wars 
proride good graphics for CNN. 
but they have little to do with 


the reality on toe ground. 
Providence Journal 


AT THE moment, the situation 
in Kosovo is worse than before 
toe bombing, not better, and it 
looks as if the campaign will 
have to be long-lived to achieve 
results. In that case, the pres- 
ident will need public support 
to continue to stand up to this 
bloody tyrant. He may not get 
it, in part, because he has done 
so little to pave the way. 
Cincinnati Post 



Emergency services don't 

have hidden charges. 


The AA aims to be more than just a breakdown 
service. Like the other emergency sen/ices 
we're ready to come to your aid at all 
hours of the day or night, every day of 
the year. Our priority at all times is to 
protect you first. With AA personal 
membership, you are automatically 
covered in any car as driver or 
passenger for which some other 
recovery services will charge you 
extra. So join today. 


To our members we're 
not just a breakdown 
service, we’re the 4th 
Emergency Service. 


' TO JOIN 

OR RENEW 
CALL FREE 

0800 


AA 


444 

999 


PLEASE QUOTE 
OFFER CODE 6003 
LINES OPEN 24 HRS ' 
OR JOIN ONLINE AT 
www. tFicaa.to.uk 
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PANDORA 


CLAWS ARE being bared at 
Chlog. When Karl Lagerfieid 
bailed out of the Paris-based 
couturier to join Chanel in 
April 1997, he said of his 
replacement Stella 
McCartney; “They should 
have taken a big na m e." Now 
the stellar Stella (pictured), 
daughter of the McDaddy, hits 
back. “To be honest" she 
says of her ponytailed 
predecessor in next month's 
scene magazine “it [Chloe] 
couldn't have got any worse." 
Despite recent personnel 
changes, scene retains its 
quirky take on the fashion 
planet: the book also features 
an unusual spread by Sally 
Brampton about designers 
and gardening called “Cutting 
Hedge Fashion” - perhaps it’s 
a non-secateur? 


PINOCHET-FANCIERS 
hanging out at Mortons, (he 
time-warp boite in London's 
Mayfair, will probably smug 
up when they learn that 
Stormin' Norman Lamont is 
set to initiate the first 
partiamentary debate about 
the ghastly General in the 
Lords in May. Lady T and 
her handbag also 
apparently plan to make an 
appearance. Did someone 
say Eighties revival? 


TATANIA COOLEY, who has 
just blown through London as 
her prize for w inning the 
American National Memory 
Championship, can 
accurately match at least 70 
per cent of 10 Q fresh names 
and faces within 15 minutes. 
So why does the 27-year-old 
secretary need Post-It notes? 
“I'm incredibly absent- 
minded." she admits. 


ENQUIRING MINDS 
frequently ask: “Pandora, 
what makes a good gossip 
columnist?" Try this - carry 
a boulder on your shoulder. 
Be vain, shallow and poorly 
read. It helps if you’re a 
SINBAD (Single Income. No 
-a, Boyfriend 
and 




Absolutely Desperate) who 
can cultivate sex-offenders, 
“pustule-covered 
ragpickers” and gangsters 
as primary sources. Elude 
accountability. Never let the 
facts stand in the way of a 
good story. Oil up to your 
superiors, belittle all 
others... whoa, enough 
already! Rather a jaundiced 
view, isn’t it? It comes from 
that self-styled “tittle 
Greek boy" Mi 
Theodora co poul os, 61, who 
is on these shores to dine 
with the ailing maverick 
zoo-owner John AspinalL 
Hie ageing roue was, until 
recently gossip columnist 
for The Sunday Times. 


STANLEY KUBRICK was as 
eccentric off-set as he was 
behind the camera, if Betty 
Compton, his tittle-tattling 
one-time housekeeper; is to 
be believed. Compton, who 
worked at the director’s 
house near Elstree more than 
20 years ago, says the 
maestro once stopped, a cat- 
fight by locking one of his 
moggies in a bathroom... for 
three months. “The smell was 
overpowering,” says 
Compton, who also claims 
that Kubrick's cupboards 
were bare except for two 
shirts, one of which he wore, 
the other of which she 
washed But that’s not true, 
says a Pandoraphile who was 
also on the premises at the 
time. Her version is that yes, 
Kubrick did wear the same 
clothes every day - a blazer; a 
clean white shirt, grey 
flannels and black loafers. “I 
think Betty is suffering from 
dramatic recall,” she says. 


HOT ROCKS: the latest New 
Age fad among West Coast 
glitterati, is massaging tired 
bones with warmed stones - 
basalt is best, according to 
tbe Arizona spa offering the 
50-minute therapeutic 
treatment. The combination 
of the heat with the 
pressure of tbe strokes, the 
spa says, allows muscles to 
warm and let go. Please - 
don't try this at home with a 
microwave and a pumice 
stone. 


THE DIRECTOR of 
Southwark’s Globe arranged 
for 7.5 tonnes of hazelnut 
shells to be shipped in, 

. courtesy of a Turkish 
Sbakespeare-lover from 
Ankara, so that the 
theatre's floor could be 
l ; . scattered with an 

authentic Elizabethan 
ground-covering, 
t r When the RAF 
\ landed thel50 
V. sackfuls of shells in 

V. Brize Norton, 

\ ■ customs had to 
\ value tbe 
unusual 

V- \ cargo. They 
Vk - opted for 
£ 10 -tax 
included 

Clearly, we Brits don't believe 
in shelling out for nuts. 

Contact Pandora bp e-mait 
pandora® independentco.uk 


Reasons to be cheerful, part one 


I HAVE to confess (and bang go the 
gongs, 1 expect) that when I heard 
that our Lord Chancellor, Derry 
Irvine, had been found guflty of sex 
discrimination, I felt an indecent 
sense of satisfaction. As did the gang 
of my female friends 1 met in Sloane 
Square on the day of the verdict On 
the way home we chanted: 

Derry Derry quite contrary 
How does your power grow? 

Wtih nods and winks behind that 
chintz 

And friendly nudes all in the know 

We were hidsy not to be arrested 
for being so outrageous. But we 
thought there were good reasons to 
be cheerful. The case was seriously 
under-reported but could be a cru- 
cial staging-post m our nevereixii^ 
fight for fairness. 

One of the most powerful men in 
the kingdom was forced to explain 
his decisions by two ordinary 
women lawyers, both of whom work 
in the thankless, twilight arm of the 
profession. Jane Coker; an immig- 
ration lawyer, and Martha Osamoc 
a legal adviser; claimed they had 
been discriminated against by Lord 



Yasmin 

alibhai-brown 

When I heard Derry Innne 
had been found guilty of 
discrimination, I felt an 
indecent sense of pleasure 

Irvine, who appointed a special 
adviser at a salary of £73,000 with- 
out considering other candidates. 

The adviser, Garry Hart, is not 
only the Lord Chancellor’s close 
friend but is also godfather to Tony 
Blair’s daughter. The tribunal 
accepted that Jane Coker was in- 
directly discriminated against be- 
cause Lord Irvine did not look 
beyond his close network of mostly 


white, male acquaintances. Re- 
search carried out by the two 
women complainants indicated that 
the Lord Chancellor had little pro- 
fessional contact with women and 
even less so with black people. He 
had gone to an all-male Cambridge 
college and was a member of the all- 
mah? Garrick Club and his chambers 
were packed out with white men. 1 
The defence claimed that, in fact, 
the Lord Chancellor had been 
known to appoint women, his per- 
sonal secretary for example. Lord 
Irvine said the women were “mis- 
chievous”, and refused to appear at 
the tribunal The tribunal was told 
that special advisers had to be the 
chosen ones whom ministers and 
others could “totally trust”. This 
would be a farce if the implications 
were not monumentaL 

We do not accept that jobs in tbe 
public services should be given to 
members of the family because we 
can “totally trust” them. That would 
be nepotism and corruption. Other 
problems arise when friends are 
placed in keyjobs. Then? simply can- 
not be the distance and objectivity 
necessary to provide critical as- 
sessments. Of course, true friends 


will point out stupidities too, but not 
too often. They are there to tolerate 
habits and characteristics, to be 
non-judgemental, to approve of 
what we are and what we choose to 
do. What if Mr Hart felt that there 
was something terribly wrong going 
on in the Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment? Would it be easier or 
harder for him to blow the whistle? 
A special adviser's job is an 
essential one. 

To lock out of the selection 
process all those who might have ex- 
cellent qualifications, just because 
they might not bond with the min- 
ister, is infantile. I said this once to 
the desperately tririal Derek Drap- 
er, and he understood neither my 
reasoning nor the principles. 

Which brings me to another 
issue. Appointing pals increases 
the risk of cloning. You end up with 
too many devoted Dereks with a lim- 
ited view of life. Tbe dangers of 
exclusion are far greater in Britain 
than in America. Here class, race 
and gender inequality in tbe upper 
echelons of our society remain a 
scandaL There, Bill Clinton not only 
has a number of close black friends 
and acquaintances (Tbni Morrison 


has called him the first black pres- 
ident of tbe US) but also has an amy 

of feminists by his side. Most of our 
ministers - except those who have 
a large number of black and Asian 
constituents - move exclusively in 
white and often male circles. 

Remember this is our money. 
Special advisers to government 
ministers are paid by the state and 
not the party All but one of the 69 
advisers working at the moment are 
white. Most of them are male. 

Government department recruit- 
ment procedures are constantly 
under scrutiny to make sure they 
are fair Private sector companies 
don’t hand over all their top jobs to 
the friends of those already there. 
So why should government minis- 
ters assume that they are absolutely 
right to do just that? 

Instead of launching an appeal 
as he is threatening to do, Lord 
Irvine should use this moment to 
think long and hard about this case. 
Does be wish to be remembered as 
a man who has put the European 
Convention of Human Rights on our 
sofl, or as someone who defends the 
right to deny equal treatment to 
women and blacks? 


Should business fear the 
burdens imposed by Labour? 


ABOUT 2 miTH nn people will take 
home more pay as a result of the 
national minimum wage, formally 
introduced today. Low as it is, at £3.60 
an hour for the over-21s and £3 for 
younger workers, it will affect one in 
every 11 people who are at work in 
this country. 

A majority of them will be women 
working part time. Most will be in the 
North. Maqywfllbein dead-end jobs 
in re tailing, restaurants, and health 
and social services. TOrtnen, young 
people, disabled employees and 
members of ethnic minorities are tbe 
most likely to be working for less 
than the new minimum wage. 

The boost to low incomes there- 
fore aids the most peripheral and ex- 
ploited employees, doing jobs most 
of us would never dream of accept- 
ing. Indeed, so few people are doing 
them legally in London and the 
South-east that it is a fair bet that 
only immigrants in the informal 
economy are willing to take them. 

It is hard for anyone with scruples 
to argue that a moderate minimum 
wage to protect the most vulnerable 
workers is a bad thing. Yet, in- 
creasingly, business has been voic- 
ing the fear that what may seem a 
sensible measure taken by itself is 
one burden among many that the 
Government is placing on employ- 
ers. It joins the working-time direc- 
tive limiting hours, toe feiraess- 
at-worb measures that will allow 
union re-recognition, and the 
employer-administered working 
families tax credit 

Last week Stephen Byers, toe 
Secretary of State for 'Hade and 
Industry responded to these busi- 
ness anxieties by announcing a red 
tape review. He has already 
scrapped sane of the regulations im- 
plementing tbe minimum wage. 

How is it that what ought to be a 
badge of civilisation - basic decent 
treatment of people who work -has 



DIANE COYLE 

[t is hard for anyone until 
scruples to argue that 
a moderate minimum 
wage is a bad thing 


come to be a symbol to British busi- 
nessmen of governmental oppres- 
sion? What is particularly strange is 
that there is relatively little red 
tape in the UK compared to 
countries such as Germany - or even 
the US. which is surprisingly 
bureaucratic. 

The Government has repeatedly 
deferred to business interests in the 
consultations on its workplace mea- 
sures - setting a much lower mini- 
mum wage than union negotiators 
were after; for example. Yet em- 
ployers’ organisations are arguing 
that the Government's proposals will 
cost jobs and bankrupt companies. 

They point to the fact that Britain 
is continuing to attract foreign 
investment In a recent row over tax 
increases proposed by the German 
government, some of Germany's 
biggest employers, such as the in- 
surance giant Allianz. threatened to 
move lock, stock and barrel to the 
UK The Confederation of British In- 
dustry and Institute of Directors 
warn that the attractiveness of the 
UK as a business location could be 
eroded by importing Continental - 
style regulation and costs. In a 


speech to Manchester business- 
men last week. Sir Clive Thompson, 
chairman of the CBL sounded the 
warning again. 

“I don’t mind, and I'm sure you 
don't mind, working until midnight 
on a world-beating marketing plan. 
But using that time, as many small 
business managers do, to pore over 
the VAT forms or decipher the 74 
pages of the guide to working time 
issued by the DTI, is not wealth cre- 
ation as I understand it," he said. 

There is something quite com- 
pelling about this argument ata time 
when unrestricted Anglo-Saxon cap- 
italism is thriving and other, more 
managed types, ranging from the 
Asian values variety to the German 
stakeholder kind, are languishing. 
Which bits of the world economy are 
shrugging off the global crisis? The 
US and the UK Where is unem- 
ployment falling? You guessed it 

Of course, some Gradgrinds will 
oppose anything that helps the 
workers at the expense of the 
bosses. It may not be the latest busi- 
ness-school-approved style of 
management, but it is a common 
enough attitude. Britain has plenty 
of these hearty executives with 
loud laughs and ample waistlines, 
pillars of the community; whose 
ambition is to run the most efficient 
sweatshops they can get away with. 
Not for them the challenge of im- 
proving their workforce's skills and 
switching to high value-added pro- 
duction methods. No Brussels bur- 
eaucrat will force them to price their 
wretched employees out of a job. 

But it is the global context that ex- 
plains why so many in the business 
community are concerned about 
importing any Continental work- 
place habits into the UK The flex- 
ibility of the jobs market - usually 
taken to mean flexibility for em- 
ployers to pay what they like to 
whom they like when they like - has 



Hotel workers will benefit from tbe minimum 


become a talisman in difficult times. 
The Thatcherite deregulation of the 
workplace is the lucky rabbit's foot 
of British business. 

The difficulty with dismissing 
this as outmoded Eighties thinking, 
however, is that there is real merit 
in some forms of workplace 
flexibility. Part of the explanation for 
the high rates of unemployment 
currently experienced in Continen- 
tal Europe lies in minimum wages 
that are too high for some kinds of 
work, and in red tape and high 
taxes that discourage companies 
from creating new jobs. Germany 
and France have not seen jobs cre- 
ated in the private sector over the 
past two decades. 

lb conclude, however that we can 
have either flexibility or fairness - 
but not both - is to pose a false 
dichotomy. The feet that there is a 
trade-off does not force us to choose 
either one or the other. It is neither 
inconsistent nor idealistic to be- 
lieve both that a fair society is one 
that provides work for all who want 
it, and. at the same time, that jobs 
should provide minimum levels of 


pay and dignity. How to achieve the 
best of both is an empirical matter. 

So, for example, there is pretty 
dear evidence that the minimum 
wage in the US is so low that it has 
no impact at all on the level of em- 
ployment. while in France the youth 
minimum wage is so high that half 
that age group is out of work. With 
the new UK minimum wage, the 
Government has sensibly kicked 
off with a level unlikely to destroy 
many jobs. It can rise over time, test- 
ing the trade-off; although the for- 
mal mechanism for up rating the 
figure has yet to be announced. 

Ultimately, the businessmen’s 
complaints about their new bur- 
dens are not about toe practicalities 
or the evidence. These down-to- 
earth concerns do matter; but the 
Government is going out of its way 
to answer them. New Labour has no 
interest in seeing investment decline 
or jobs vanish. Rather, the emerg- 
ing dispute is philosophical, a dash 
of world views. Social partnership is 
not a home-grown idea, and it is 
proving to be slow to put down 
roots in British business. 
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4 THERE IS a widespread 
perception that the Eng- 
lish A-level system in- 
adequately prepares 
students for tbe world of work 
For example, the British In- 
stitute of Management has ar- 
gued that “A-levels provide 
overfy specialised knowledge to 
a narrow dlite”. Furthermore, 
a recent review of 16-19 edu- 
cation by Sir Ron Bearing sug- 
gested that the A-level 
curriculum does not always in- 
clude essential bey skills, such 
as mathematics. Sir Ron's con- 
cerns were partially based on 
evidence of a decline in the pro- 
portion of individuals taking 
certain subjects, and in par- 
ticular; he urged research into 
“...factors affecting the atti- 
tudes of parents, pupils and 
teachers to mathematics and 
the sciences". 

In 1S58 the University of 
London introduced advanced, 
faculty-based matriculation 
examinations, which were the 
basis of today’s A-level system. 
A-levels were developed as 
university entrance examina- 
tions, not as a stage of educa- 
tion in their own right Thus it 
has long been recognised that 
A-levels may not provide a 
suitable curriculum for stu- 


dents who fail to go on to high- 
er education. However; A-levels 
are undoubtedly rigorous and 
increasingly popular. 

The proportion of 17-year- 
olds obtaining two or more A- 
level passes increased from 12 
per cent in 1975 to just over 20 
per cent in the rrrid- Nineties. 
The rigor and specialisation of 
A-levels have also ensured the 
continuation of three-year, 
rather than four-year degrees. 

The disadvantage of A-levels 
are that students may complete 
the course, fail tbe examination 
and have nothing to show for 
two years' work. A-levels there- 
fore represent a significant 
academic hurdle, particularly 
for the less able, and have 
been held responsible for the 
high (but falling) UK dropout 
rate at 16 . Furthermore, stud- 
ents choose their own sub- 
jects at A-level and not all 
necessarily reach the same 
standard in key sk 31s, such as 
mathematics and English. 

We tested whether an indi- 
vidual's A-level subjects have 
a differing effect on labour 
market outcomes, depending 
on their final schooling level 

There is dear evidence of a 
large, positive return to math- 
ematics A-level even control- 



PODIUM 

Peter Dolton 
From a talk by the 
professor of economics 
at Newcastle University 
to the Royal Economic 
Society Conference 


ling for previous ability and fur- 
ther study at the graduate and 
postgraduate level 

This result is more power- 
ful than previous research, 
which has indicated only a re- 
turn to basic numeracy. A-level 
mathematics is obviously 
greatly valued by firms, even 
when individuals reach toe 
age of 33, and after taking into 
account their personal char- 
acteristics, general education 
level, innate ability, perform- 


ance at degree level and work 
history. The skills provided by 
A-level mathematics are 
dearly correlated with work- 
ers' future productivity, justi- 
fying employers' demands for 
an increase in the supply of 
these skills. 

A possible explanation for 
this result is that the math- 
ematics skills learnt at A-level 
such as logical thinking, 
problem-solving and statistical 
analysis, maybe closer to those 
used in the workplace itself 
than the skills developed in 
other A-level subjects. For 
example, we found no evidence 
ofa positive return to language 
A-levels. 

This is perhaps because 
these A-levels do not in fact pro- 
vide the language skills re- 
quired by employers, such as 
report-writing and verbal com- 
munication skills. Equally, we 
found no evidence of an addi- 
tional return to A-level scien- 
tific skills. 

Our evidence supports the 
view that more students should 
be encouraged to acquire ad- 
vanced mathematics skills at 
age 16-19. The introduction of 
the proposed “key skills” 
course may be one way to do 
tliis, if the course is specifically 


designed to develop advanced 
mathematical skills and is tar- 
geted at those who do not in- 
tend to take mathematics 
A-level. However, simply 
adding mathematics to the 1 6- 
19 curriculum may not im- 
prove labour market outcomes 
if the academic standard of the 
course is not sufficiently 
rigorous. 

Since some students drop 
mathematics at A-level as it is 
not one of their preferred three 
subjects, broadening the A- 
level curriculum may be an 
alternative way to encourage 
more students to study math- 
ematics at 16-19. 

If most schools and colleges 
successfully encourage their A- 
level students to take five 
subjects in their first year of 
sixth form study, more young 
people may opt to take math- 
ematics at AS level. 

These reforms aside, the 
Qualifications and Curriculum 
Authority may have developed 
toe most useful way to en- 
courage greater take-up of 
mathematics at age 16-19. They 
are piloting 12 different math- 
ematics units, to be 
made available to A- 
level and GNVQ pupils j 
in September 2000. f 
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For many people the 
distinction between work, 
leisure and family life 
mil become blurred 


OFF ON your holidays? The Easter 
weekend break sees the single 
largest holiday exodus of holiday- 
makers, larger even than on any 
sizznmer weekend But though it 
may not feel like that if you are 
struggling through an airport or 
stock in a motorway jam, there is 
a quiet revolution taking place that 
will transform the holiday industry 
over the next generation in the way 
./that the mass package has change d 
the industry over the past one. 

The revolution has three parts. 
There has, for several years, been 
aseadiangetaMngplacemthede- 
mai^fi^hdida^adiangethathas 
been met to some extent by 
changes in the supply. Now, most 
important of all, there is a change 
in the way in which suppliers can 
reach potential holiday-makers. 

The change in demand is well- 
known. As the balance of the 
population, not just of Britain, but 
of all developed countries, gets 
oltfeq the sort of holidays people 
take will change. In fact, it is alreacty 
happening. The holiday market is 
becoming much mmre segmented - 
the family holiday remains, of 
coisse, but the growth will be in 
holidays for the retired; and for 
single people. 

Parallel to' this change in 
demography is a change in taste. 
Holidays are becoming more 
specialised, and ixKieasmgfy cany 
with them some kind of education- 
al or cultural experience. People go 
on holiday to learn something. That 
may be an activity sucb as skiing, / 
but it may also be a skill: a foreign 
language, for example. 

For some people, a holiday, in- 
stead of being afonnef consump- 
tion, is becoming" investment - • 
investment in their human capital 
As learning increasingly becomes, 
a lifelong process, expect the bar- 
rier betw^nleisureand education 
to blur to such an extent that it vir- 
tualjy disappears. • 

: Unsurprisingly, the market has 
tried to meet these needs, but it has 
hadsotnetfifficuhymtknngsdDur- 
ing the past 30 years, the holiday in- 
dustry has become terribly good at 
exploitingeccmmies of scale, by ap- 
plying mass-production manufac- 
turing techniques to a service 
industry: ever cheaper flights, 
lower-cost destinations. It has not 



Demand has increased for specialist holidays, such as trekking in the Himalayas, a trend that will be accelerated as more people use the Internet 


Simon Lowe 


been so good at fashioning holidays 
to specialist needs. Sure, there are 
specialist holiday companies and 
there is a handful of upmarket op- 
erators that create custom holidays. 
And there are companies fike Saga, 
which have ridden on the growing 
market for mature citizens. 

But the industry has not found it 
easy to create what manufacturers 
would call mass-customisation. As 
people develop more precise and 
specific needs, it becomes harder to 
match the product to the person. 
Besides, people do not necessarily 
know what they want If it is hard 
to develop a holiday product for a 

f femandf n^ giff riaHsed fl itdianne, it 

is harder still to create one far a spe- 
cialised audience that does not 
know quite whatitwants to demand. 

Enter the information revolution. 
The Internet remains a crude and 
often frustrating tool but it is al- 
ready revolutionising many indus- 
tries: bookselling, for example, and, 
in the US, stock-market trading. 
Now it is starting to revolutionise 
die holiday business too. 

The most obvious example of this 
is the online auctions for cheap air- 
line seats. Because the airline seat 
loses all Its value if it is unsold the 
moment the plane takes off; it is par- 
ticularly suited to the auction. The 


Internet is a technology that makes 
a radical improvement in informa- 
tion. bringing together buyer and 
seller and so makes for greater ef- 
ficiency in the use of a perishable 
product such as an airline seat 

But I don't think that is the main 
way in which the Internet or what- 
ever the Internet derelops into, 
will change the tourism business. 
Online ticket sales are just one 
more way of makin g travel more ef- 
ficient like larger planes. The prod- 
uct is homogenised, so the buyer 
knows exactly what he or she will 
get The main way in which the 
Internet will change things is quite 
different for it will enable the whole 
industry to become much more 
specialised - thereby fitting in with 
the changes, noted above, that are 
taking place in demand and supply. 

The more specialised the de- 
mand, the harder it is to find what 
you want Regular brochures, even 
from specialised operators, are still 
offering a mass-market product 
What the Internet does is to make 
available the great global library of 
information, not just offering a holi- 
day on t h i s or that date at this or that 
price, but giving people knowledge 
to enable them to develop their own 
ideas about the way they would like 
to use their leisure. 


At one level, the Internet is just 
one more way in which established 
companies will sell themselves, 
and that is fine. The paper brochure 
is an inefficient and indexible way 
of explaining the product, and 
anything that enables people more 
effectively to find out what they want 
is wonderful. 

But this is to think of the new 
technology as a simple extension of 
the present one. whereas it gives the 
opportunity of radical change. Sup- 
pose you have a special interest, or 
would like to spend some holiday 
time developing one. You can find 
out a lot about the subject from the 
Internet - who the experts are. what 
the experiences are of other people 
in similar positions, how a mixture 
of home courses and weekends 
away might be mixed in with the 
holiday experience. 

Now' look at it from the point of 
view- of the prorider. We tend to think 
of the holiday company as the 
provider. But while some companies 
do proride the holiday, most rely on 
large numbers of subcontractors to 
do the work. The subcontractors 
produce to the specifications of the 
company that is marketing them. 
But now organisations that hare not 
thought of themselves in the holi- 
day business, but which have a prod- 


uct to offer, can market directly. 

Think of universities, which have 
both the s kills and the accommo- 
dation available in the holiday 
period, but which now offer these in 
the rather formal summer course 
framework. Think of small hotels, 
which up to now have had to use 
indirect marketing through agents. 
Think of parts of this country that 
have a lot to offer (and attract a lot 
of foreign visitors* but which are 
neglected by Britons. Think of the 
way in which niche suppliers can get 
feedback, and create something of 
a global dub of customers. Think of 
the way in which people’s worries 
about what is. after all a large 
purchase can be assuaged - by 
putting them in touch with other 
purchasers. 

The key point here is that sup- 
pliers can reach their market - and 
that market may be anywhere in the 
world - much more efficiently than 
they could before. As the Internet 
itself develops, and its search fac- 
ilities become more sophisticated, 
people will get more help in finding 
what they want, producers will be 
able to create precisely the product 
desired, and each will be able to 
reach all the others. 

Of course, not everyone will want 
to buy or create his own specialised 


holiday package. The mass market 
will continue, but it will tend to 
shrink in relative terms. The sig- 
nificance of the new' information 
technologies is that they reinforce 
the trend towards specialisation 
that is already taking place. 

Ultimately, I think, we will no 
longer make as hard a distinction 
between holiday and work as we do 
now: True, there will be some act- 
ivities for which we get paid - we 
shall hare to go on earning a living 
somehow. And there will be others 
where we get away from it all and 
pay to do so. 

But for many people the 
distinction between work, leisure, 
education and family life will 
become so blurred that it will be 
quite hard to know whether a 
particular holiday is leisure or 
education. And the technology has 
become available to make this 
happen much more easily. 

None of this will necessarily 
make the physical business of get- 
ting around any easier Like every- 
one else. I shall be struggling 
through Gatwick Airport at the 
u-eekend. But I wifi be doing it to get 
a form of education - in fact a 
scuba-diving certificate - and I did 
find the information on where to go 
on the Internet. 


Right 
of Reply 

Doug 

MCAVOY 



The head of the 
National Union of 
Teachers responds 
to a leading article 
criticising the 
teaching unions 

SHOOTING THE messenger 
is a well-known pursuit, but it 
is surprising to find The 
Independent a participant. 

Unlike the Government, 
the National Union of Teach- 
ers has conducted thorough 
research of members' views 
on the Green Paper The 30,000 
responses overwhelmingly 
opposed payment by results. 

Indeed, the union was 
founded L29 years ago as an 
amalgam of local teachers’ 
associations to fight a similar 
scheme that narrowed child- 
ren's education and under- 
mined the service. 

The Government has been 
forced to acknowledge that it 
has foiled to convince teach- 
ers, parents and governors at 
its regional consultation meet- 
ings. It has received 26,000 
submissions from a target 
group of millions, adding 
further emphasis to the 
validity of the union's survey. 

In contrast to the Govern- 
ment the union has worked to 
extend membership partic- 
ipation in decision-making. 
The NUT tests teachers' 
views regularly and takes 
those views into account 
On the Government’s pro- 
posals. the message is clear, 
performance-related pay will 
destroy the teamwork neces- 
sary for school improvement 
It will undermine rather than 
enhance standards. The Gov- 
ernment is bell-bent on this 
scheme to meet its own polit- 
ical agenda. 

The Independent's calls for 
teacher unity and a general 
teaching council are goals for 
which the NUT has long cam- 
paigned. However, their exis- 
tence would not change the 
message of opposition to per- 
formance-related pay. It would 
be even clearer. 

If the Government chooses 
to ignore the views of teachers, 
it will antagonise the prof- 
ession and jeopardise the - 
partnership it needs with 
teachers to achieve its stan- 
dards agenda. 


We are definitely not alone 


I HAVE long flioughtthat there are onty 
two logical positions that might be 
defended concerning the probability 
of the existence of intelligent life else- 
where in the Universe. It is quite clear 
that life does require' some sort of 
special conditions, because as for as 
we know there is no life' in the Solar 
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easy for life to get a grip on a planet, 
we would see it on 'Vfemxs.and Mars, 
and on the moons of Saturn and 
Jupiter But just how difficult is it for 
life to get started? 

You might argue, on the basis of the 
finafed knowledge we have, that it is 
so incredibly difficult that it has only 

happened once, here on Earth. Or you 


might argue that it is just a tiny bit 
easier than that But as soon as you 
allow for even the faintest possibility 
that life has emerged more than once, 
you have to confront the vastness of 
the Universe. In our Midway galaxy 
there are, roughly speaking, a coupLe 
of hundred billion stars more or less 
life the Sum In toe Universe at large, 
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Thursday poem 

‘SWEET DAY, SO COOL, SO CALM’ 

BY GEORGE HERBERT 

‘ Sweet d$g so cool so calm, so bright^ 

. ; The bridal of the earth and sky 
v - The dew shall weep thy fall to-nigbt; 

• • B^thoumnsttfia 

Sweet rose. ’Miosehiie^angiy and brave. 

Bids the rash gazer wipe his eye, 

Tlty root is ever in its graven 
• And thou must die. 

Sweet spring; frill of sweet days and roses, 

Ahbx where sweets compacted Ke, 

; My murie showsyou have your doses, . 

Asd_anixiu&t<fie. 

. . . Only a sweet and virtuous soul 
. IJfeseasaned timber, never gives; 

- .■ But though therwhale^ world turn to coal 
- - j . . .* Then cfoirfiy fives: " 

Stiff. pocm^ fWoy come from Literary Hymns: an 

ari^fogy’, complied by^Mark Bryant (Hodder & Stoughton. £14.99) 


there are several hundred billion 
galaxies like the Milky Way visible to 
our telescopes. Even a tiny probability 
that life might have arisen some- 
where else, multiplied by the total 
number of stars in the Universe, gives 
you an extremely high probability, 
^distinguishable from 1, that there is 
intelligent extraterrestrial life. 

In the absence of evidence either 
way, which option you choose is 
entirely sutgectiv& But thepoim is that 
it is an aB-or-nnthing situation. Either 
the Universe is teeming with life, or 
we are alone. So the discovery of even 
one other Earth -Eke planet with signs 
of life on It would tip the scales 
dramatically, ruling out the option that 
we are unique. As one of my tutors 
used to be fond of pointing out, “you 
cannot extrapolate from a sample of 
one", so the existence of life on Earth 
in itself tells us nothing about the 
probability of finding intelligent life 
elsewhere. But the existence of life on 
two planets would mean that you 
could begin to extrapolate, and in this 
case the extrapolation immediately 
leads to the inevitable conclusion that 
life is for from unique. 

As the title of his book suggests, 
Amir Aczd is firmly of the school of 
thought that says that we are not 
alone. 'Writing as a statistician, he 
spells out the probabilities involved in 
each step of the argument (the chance 
of a star having an Earth- Eke planet, 
the chance of life evolving to the point 
of intelligence on that planet, the 
chance of Dfe spreading from one plan- 
et to another and so on). This is done 
jn an entertaining and informative 



First contact, as depicted in ‘The Day the Earth Stood Still' 


fashion, but it still boils down to the 
argument that out of some hundred 
thousand billion billion stars, there 
must be more than one that is 
accompanied by an inhabited planet. 

Much of this is familiar to anyone 
who has followed discussions about the 
possible existence of extraterrestrial 
life in recent years and decades. Aezel 
moves on to less familiar ground 
when he tackles the possible role of 
mathematical chaos in changing the 
way we think about some of the 
probabilities, but he stops short of 
reaching any- conclusions about what 
this may tell 11 s about the emergence 
of DNA as the molecule of life. 

Indeed, "tantalising'’ is an apt word 
to sum up the whole argument. Aczel .s 
book is to be recommended not lor its 
conclusion, or even for the pains- 
taking statistical analysis which lends 
credence to that conclusion, but for his 
skill as a storyteller. His previous 


book was tin my view) the best popular 
account of Fermat’s last theorem, 
but it got elbowed aside tin the UK at 
least 1 by a more artfully packaged 
version of the same story. 

In his latest book, he tells you a lot 
ah »ut probability and a little bit about 
life and the Universe, and weaves 
everything together with his person- 
al account of how he approached the 
subject as an outsider with no 
experience of the long-running 
astronomical debates about extra- 
terrestrial intelligence, The result is 
an ideal blend for anyone else who is 
interested in the subject but knows 
nothing about those debates, and it 
deserves to be as successful as the 
"other' - book about Fermat's last 
theorem. 

John Gribbin 

The reviewer's latest book is ‘The 
Birth of Time' tWeidenfdd & Nicalsonl 
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Joe 

Williams 


"WHEN I was a small boy, my grand- 
mother taught me to behave as 
though someone was watching me 
all the time," said the bass baritone 
Joe Williams. "She made me learn 
that you should never do anything 
that you would be ashamed to have 
anyone see you doing" Williams was 
a fastidious and dignified man who 
lived by his grandmother's rules 
throughout his life. "My Nuniba - One 
son!" was how Count Basie liked to 
refer to him. 

Nobody who saw Williams sing 
with the Count Basie band of the 
Fifties could ever forget the expe- 
rience. A tafl, well-built rnaa be stood 
rooted to die stage, immobile, with 
his hands clasped before him as he 
sang and swung with a virile power 
that British audiences had never 
seen before. The flexibility of his 
voice and the range of his emotion, 
mainly in the blues, were unique. 

Basie's followers were astounded 
They took to Williams right away. The 
critics, as is so often the case! took 
a lot longer. “A lot of the critics in 
England and Europe were hostile. 
They would write, ‘Most of the ap- 
plause was reserved for the singer; 
and he is no Jimmy Rushing,' " said 
Williams. Rushing, who sang with 
Basie during the Thirties and For- 
ties, had been different He had 
used his voice almost as though it 
was one of the horns in the band and 
his kind of swinging made him an in- 
tegral part of its sound Williams, on 
the other hand, sang in front of the 
band rather than as a part of it 

Restrictions imposed by the Mu- 
sicians’ Union on the visits of Amer- 
ican bands meant that Basie didn't 
come to Britain until 1957. We bad 
heard Williams's 1955 recording 
with the band of the Memphis Slim 
number "Every Day I Have the 
Blues". The arrangement by Ernie 
Wilkins, featured the singer and 
the band and spread over two sides 
of a 78 record, with the singer shout- 
ing as loudly as the band played 
“There's no such thing as going into 
the studio intending to make a hit 
record,’' Williams told me when he 
came over here on a reunion tour 
with Basie during the Seventies. 
"Unless you do something that you 
enjoy, it just doesn’t make sense. Get 
it out so it sounds as good as it pos- 
sibly can. then leave it alone. Let the 
public do the rest” 

The public duly did. and the 
album Count Basie Swings. Joe 
Williams Sings, recorded for Nor- 
man Granz’s Clef label became 
one of the best-selling jazz collec- 
tions. It included half a dozen 
arrangements by Basie's tenor play- 
er Frank Foster, who was particu- 
larly good at writing for Wiliams. 
“The Comeback", “Teach Me 
Tonight", “In the Evening" and “Al- 
right, OK. You Win” were stunning- 
ly successful on the LE They also 
featured in the world-wide concert 
tours that were mutually beneficial 
to Basie and Williams until the un- 
thinkable happened in 1961 and 
Williams left the band. Over these 
years Williams regularly won all the 
magazine polls as best male singer 
of the year. 

He was born Joseph Goreed in 
Cordele, Georgia. He recalled. 

My mother and aunt and grandmother 
chose lhe Williams for roe when I was 
16. and I adopted it legally latec When 
I was three I was taken to Chicago by 
my grandmother. My aunt and my moth- 
er. who was working as a cook, were 
already there. 1 don’t remember my 
father at alL We never heard a wore 
from him. My aunt and my mother sang 
at the St Paul's Coloured Episcopal 


C-burch every Sunday My mother was 
the organist. 

I did some singing with a quartet 
called the Jubilee Boys when I was 14. 
and when I was 16 I got a job in a dub 
called Kitty Davis's. I was tall enough to 
get a w a y with it. I was there about eight 
months, and I was the only black person 
in the place. I sang all the pop songs of 
the time. One night I waited up to the 
bandstand where the trumpeter John- 
ny Long was leading his orchestra. 1 told 
him rd like to sing with his band and be 
took me on right away. 

In 1937 Williams joined the band 
led by the clarinettist Jimmy Noone, 
as its singer. The money at the club 
where they played was not as good 
as it might have been, so Williams 
augmented it by working in the 
kitchen between sets. Noone had 
been one of the classic New Orleans 
clarinettists and had been a seminal 
influence in the early years of the 
music. His immaculate playing and 
fat, warm tone were to influence 
generations of clarinettists, includ- 
ing Benny Goodman, and Noone 
famously impressed Maurice Ravel 
who sat in the audience trying to 
transcribe Nome’s solos. 

Having moved on from the New 
Orleans style, the band played the 
popular songs of the day. It toured 
the South and played to packed black 
audiences before returning to Chica- 
go. “Back in Chicago we broadcast 
almost every night for two 27-week 
seasons on the CBS coast-to-coast 
network," said Williams. 

When Noone left to work in Los 
Angeles, WQtiams decided to stay in 
Chicago. “My first experience with 
a big-name orchestra was in 1941 
in the big band led by tenor 
saxophonist Coleman Hankins," he 
remembered: 

Oddly enough I was singing the blues in 
a night-club where he was playing, the 
Cafe Society, and when he heard me, he 
asked me if rd join him. He gave me dou- 
ble what I had been making, and he only 
wanted me to sing ballads, not blues. It 
lasted until we were in Memphis on 7 
December and there was nobody there 
at the dance that night. They’d bombed 
Pearl Harbor and Hawk broke the 
band up. 

By 1943 Williams was working as 
a security guard on the front door of 
the Regal Theatre in Chicago: 
Somehow the manager of the theatre 
fixed it for me to join Lionel Hampton 
at the Tic The Club in Boston. I met all 
kinds of musicians in that band and 
some of them, like the trumpeters Joe 
Newman and Joe Wilder were in the 
Basie band that I joined later The girl 



Klaus Gysi 


Williams: *1 like all songs. I guess maybe 1 do lean towards mood music’ 


David Redfem 


In 1949a radio disc jockey began 
announcing that if any listeners 
knew the singer's whereabouts, the 
bandleader Jay Burkhardt wanted 
to add Williams to his band. Some- 
body found Williams and took him to 
where the band was playing. He 
sight-read the band's book and was 
hired. At last Williams's career 
began to take off: 

George Shearing came through with his 
quintet and I worked with him at the 
Regal Theatre, and that did it. I gave up 
cosmetics. In 1950 1 did a two- week stint 
with Count Basie at the Brass Rail in 
Chicago. Basie gave me S50 a week out 
ofhis own pocket. He had this small band 
then and it could swing you inside out 
I worked with Red Saunders's band for 


pride in gelling their music right. It was 
a matter of seif-discipline and of group 
discipline- If someone got out of line, we 
didn't go to Basie. We straightened him 
out ourselves. We were treated like 
artists, so we tried to act like artists. 
Basie was very quiet, but he observed 
a lot. In a way he ran the band by 
letting it alone. 

One of the reasons Williams 
finally left the band, in 1961. was be- 
cause he wanted to broaden his 
repertoire away from the blues that 
Basie favoured. “I like all songs. ! 
guess maybe I do lean towards 
mood music. However if the story is 
right and the mood and the song are 
good 1 like if He was a magnificent 
singer, and his rich textured voice 


He ivas a magnificent singer . ; and his rich textured voice was 
natural for ballads and standards. He used all manner of 
devices , including falsetto , and sometimes he would take a 
phrase like ‘ Oh well , oh well and repeat it for 12 bars 


singer was Dinah Washington and 
Hampton paid me Sll a night 

Wflliams returned yet again to 
Chicago in search of a better safety 
He worked in various clubs and in 
1945 stayed in Milwaukee for several 
months singing with the backing of 
Pete Johnson and Albert Ammons, 
two of the most famous boogie- 
woogie pianists: 

Then I joined Andy Kirk’s band, and had 
a nervous breakdown. 1 was in Elgin 
State Hospital from April of 1947 to April 
of 1946. I bad electric shocks - the 
works. When I left the hospital some peo- 
ple helped me get a job selling cosmet- 
ics door-to-dooc tbu took half or what you 
made. It kept me busy and it made me 
so tired sometimes I couldn't get my 
clothes off before 1 fell asleep. 


nine months and I sang in Cleveland and 
Buffalo. Basie came through Chicago 
again in 1954 and he’d reformed his big 
tend again by then. He told roe that he 
couldn't pay me what f was worth, but 
as things got better for him. they would 
get better for me. 

Williams was very much a profes- 
sional who took pride in both his 
singing and his stagecraft. “There's 
a very simple reason why the show 
must go on." he said “If it doesn’t, 
we don't get paid" 

He joined Basie’s band in New 
York on Christmas Day 1954 and 
stayed for six years. “We had our 
hits." he said 

but the main thing was it was a very lift- 
ing experience being with that band. It 
was made up of men who took great 


was natural for the ballads and 
standards that he sang for the rest 
ofhis career. He used all manner of 
devices, including falsetto, and 
sometimes he would take a phrase 
like “Oh well, oh well" and repeat it 
for 12 bars. 

He was an inspired jazz musician, 
but could also tread the ground of 
the commercial song in the way that 
Billy Ecksttoe had done. Williams 
was very conscious of the fact that 
his being a black musician had 
closed many doors that would 
otherwise have been open to him. 

His career expanded and he 
recorded with the best jazz singers, 
including Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah 
Vaughan. His friendship with Basie 


survived and led to many reunions 
until the pianist’s death in 1964. 
Wiliams also recorded with the 
saxophonist Cannonball Adderley 
and his group, with Robert Fhmon's 
orchestra, with George Shearing 
and with the Thad Jones-Mel Lewis 
Orchestra, amongst many others. 

He was able to pick the finest 
musicians to accompany him. 
amongst them the pianists Ellis 
Larkins. Norznan Simmons and 
Hank Jones. For his seasons in 
New York he used musicians of the 
calibre of Joe Tfemperley. Junior 
Manee and AI Harewood. His friend- 
ship with Bill Cosby led to him tak- 
ing the role of Cosby’s father-in-law. 
Grandpa Alin the television come- 
dy series The Cosby Show during the 
Eighties. The childhood memories 
Grandpa AI spun on the show were 
in fact Williams’s own from his early 
days in Chicago. 

He continued to be in demand for 
work on cruise ships, at festivals and 
in hotels and clubs. Despite his ad- 
vanced age he worked for 40 weeks 
a year. He was a dedicated golfer. 
Williams chose to live in Las Vegas 
because the desert dimate eased the 
serious problems that he had with 
emphysema, which meant that he 
had to avoid high altitudes and 
polluted air. It was this illness that 
overtook him while he was working i 
recently in a smoke-filled dub in . 
Seattle. He died after discharging j 
himself from hospital against med- 
ical advice. He had walked several 
miles and was found a few blocks 
from his home. 

Steve Voce 

Joseph Goreed (Joe Williams >. 
singer: born Cordele. Georgia 12 
December I9i8:jbur times married 
lone son. one daughter ); died Las 
Vegas 29 March 1999. 


KLAUS GYSI was a faithful servant 
of the East German regime in the 
field of culture and religion, talent- 
ed, articulate and cultured yet pre- 
pared to pursue and justify policies 
that crushed the freedom and cre- 
ativity of others. As a senior cultur- 
al figure he promoted the return 
from exile of leading writers and re- 
turned many banned writers to 
print yet sought to stifle other in- 
dependent voices, like the folfcsinger 
Wolf Biermann, hounded into exile. 

Although known for his lively 
mind and wit he could read turgid 
and mind-numbing speeches ex- 
tolling the virtues of a state he must 
have found it hard at times to like. 

For the last decade of his work- 
ing life he was chairman of the 
State Secretariat for Church Af- 
fairs, the body supposed to liaise with 
religious groups but which acted - 
in parallel with the secret police, the 
Stasi - to control them. Summoned 
out of the blue hy Erich Honeckerin 
November 1979 to be informed of the 
appointment, Gysi was told by the 
party leader, “Remember; you will 
report only to me!" 

Although religious groups in the 
GDR had a latitude almost unpar- 
alleled in Communist-ruled Europe, 
they were required to adopt an atti- 
tude of public loyalty to the state. The 
Lutheran Churches dubbed this 
“critical solidarity". Gysi extoDed this 
model playing down in public his 
unhappiness at the rebellious spir- 
it lurking below the surface. “The 
attempt at co-operation between 
Church and State is a historic ex- 
periment," he declared in 1981. Gysi 
saw his main task as to keep the 
Lutheran Churches - the largest in 
East Germany - on the straight and 
narrow, and to prevent them from 
sheltering enemies of the system. 

Despite his commitment to Com- 
munism Gysi had a bourgeois back- 
ground as the son of a Berlin doctor 
and his Jewish wife. He attended 
grammar school in the city, while be- 
coming increasingly involved in Com- 
munist activity. He was enrolled by 
his mother in the Communist Youth 
Union when he was 16, becoming a 
member of the German Communist 
Party iKPD) three years later. He 
studied economics in Frankfurt, Paris 
and Berlin, where he was active 
with the Red Students' Movement 

With the growing persecution of 
the Jews by the Hitler regime, Gysi's 
parents divorced and his mother fled 
to France. Klaus and his fiancee, the 
Russian-born Irene Lessing (they 
had met while at university in Berlin, 
but Nazi racial laws made marriage 
impossible;, visited her in 1939- she 
pleaded with them not to return to 
Germany. They resolved to go back 
but the German invasion intervened 
and the young couple were briefly in- 
terned in Toulouse before escaping. 

Despite the dangers - Gysi was 
doubly under threat as a Jew and as 
a Communist - they moved back to 
Nazi Germany in 1940 (the party be- 
lieved he would not be arrested as 
he did not “look Jewish"). He worked 
underground throughout the rest of 
the Nazi regime from a base in his 
fiancee’s mansion on Berlin’s 



Gysi: ‘a devil at the front, an 
angel at the back’ 


Schlachtensee. It was only after 
the end of the war that he could at 
last marry Irene (sisterin-lawof the 
novelist Doris Lessing). 

Once the Soviets had invaded 
the Eastern part of Germany, Gysi 

threwhimsetfintohuifa&igasoaalist 

country joining the SED when it was 
established. He was appointed by the 
Soviets as mayor of the Berlin dis- 
trict of Zehlendorf in 1945 (though he 
continued to live in lhe American sec- 
tor) and deputy head of lhe Culture 
League, set up to rebuild a Commu- 
nist cultural identity. Gysi welcomed 
baid: to the Soviet zone of Germany 
such writers as Bertolt Brecht, 
Stefan Heym and Anna Seghers. 

He became chief editor of the 
political and cultural journal Aaffxxu, 
before becoming a member of the 
GDR parliament, the Volkskammer, 
where he was chairman of the 
Education committee. He joined a 
publishing house in 1952 (while still 
a member of p ar l iament). 

In 1953 - as Communist anti- 
Semitism spread from Moscow 
across Eastern Europe - Gysi was 
removed from his official posts, but 
after six months the spasm had 
passed and his career resumed. In 
1957 he was appointed head of the 
Au&au publishing bouse in East 
Berlin, which he bad helped found 
in 1945. He replaced the previous in- 
cumbent Walther Janka, who had 

been arrested - some said after Gfysi 

had denounced him to toe Stasi. Al- 
though Gysi denied this allegation, 
it is known that from then on be had 
regular contacts with toe Stasi, and 
was assigned the codename “Kurt". 

In January 1966 he was appoint- 
ed minister of culture, holding toe 
post until he fell victim in 1972 to the 
purges of toe new party leader Erich 
Honecken During his period as cul- 
tural overseer he broadened toe 
range of what was tolerated in lit- 
erature and the arts, but continued 
to espouse in public toe party line. 
He was appointed as GDR ambas- 
sador to Italy in 1973, remaining in 
Rome until August 1978. 

By the mid-1980s. Gysi had pri- 
vately recognised that toe GDR was 
doomed. As anti-government dem- 
onstrations broke out in early 1988, 
with support from some sections of 
the Lutheran Church, bis star began 
to fall among toe party leadership. 
He was finally sacked in July that 
year as the Co mmunis t system was 
beginning to unraveL His request to 
be allowed to organise the 50th an- 
niversary commemoration of the 
Kristallnacht attacks on Jewish 

homes ami synagogues was rejected. 

Gysi lived to see the Communist 
Germany he had fought and worked 
for disintegrate and be swallowed by 
the capitalist Germany. He lived 
the rest of his life in seclusion. It fell 
to his son Gregor the head of the 
Party of Democratic Socialists (as 
the SED became), to salvage what 
he considered worth saving from toe 
wreckage of GDR politics. 

Although he served the Commu- 
nist regime faithfully through all its 
twists and turns, Gysi was never 
quite trusted by the parly nomen- 
klatura. His experience of life out- 
side Germany, compounded by his 
Jewish origins, cast a shadow over 
his loyalties and he never made it 
into the Politburo. On toe other 
side, his Stasi contacts and willing- 
ness to toe the party line made him 
an object of suspicion. Even his son 
denounced his “foul compromises". 

A colleague once said he was “a 
devil at the front, an angel at the 
back". Ftew will ever know what 
Klaus Gysi really believed. 

Felix Corley 

Klaus Gysi politician: bom Berlin 
3 March 3912: GDR culture minis- 
ter 1966-73: GDR ambassador to 
Italy 1973-79; State Secretary jbr 
Church Affairs 1979-88; twice mar- 
ried lone son, one daughter); died 
Berlin 6 March 1999. 


Professor John Varey 


SPANISH HAD been taught at West- 
field College, London, before 1952, 
but toe Department of Spanish was 
John Varey' s creation. Joined by a 
single colleague in 1955. promoted 
to Reader in 1957, a personal chair 
in 1963, and Professor of Spanish in 
1967. when a full chair was estab- 
lished, he attracted and appointed 
outstanding Hispanists, turning his 
department into one of the best - 
some would say toe best- in Britain. 

Years later, when university 
policy demanded the merger of 
Westfield and Queen Mary Colleges, 
Varey was able to preside, with pa- 
tience and equanimity, as toe last 
Principal of Westfield, over the amal- 
gamation of his college, and of the 
department he had created, with the 
college and department of Queen 
Mary. If anything tried his patience 
during this time, it was the de- 
structive nature of government 
policies in higher education. 

John Varey was bom in 1922 in 
Blackburn, and never lost his Lan- 
cashire accent, his dry Lancashire 
sense of huraoun or his devotion to 
Blackburn Rovers, despite spending 
virtually all ofhis academic life in the 
south of England. He belonged to 
that generation which saw careers 



Varey wrote his doctorate on the history of puppets in Spain 


interrupted by war service: after 
winning an Open Exhibition to Em- 
manuel College, Cambridge, in 1941, 
he joined the RAF toe fallowing year; 
and from then until the end of the 
Second World War served as a nav- 
igator with Bomber Command and 
Transport Command. 


time of three years, saw him ap- 
pointed to the Faculty of Modern a 
nd Medieval Languages, a post be 
held for a year before moving to 
Westfield College. 

Hispanists, aware of Varey’ s im- 
pressive publishing record (over 20 
books. 100 articles, hundreds of re- 


Badf in Cambridge, a First in Part views', could be forgiven for think- 
n of toe Tripos, followed by a PhD ing that he must have neglected 
completed in the minimum required other aspects of academic life, par- 


ticularly administration. It is true 
that most of the honours conferred 
on him acknowledged his eminence 
in Hispanic studies: Corresponding 
Fellow of the Royal Spanish Acade- 
my U981'. Doctor of Letters <1981, 
Cambridge). Fbllow of toe British 
Academy (1985). Honorary Member 
of (he Institute de Estudios 
Madrilerios <1938, the first foreign- 
er ever to achieve this distinction). 
Doctor honoris causa H989. Uni- 
versity ofValenria), etc, but the title 
Honorary Life Member of the 
University of London 11980) ac- 
knowledged another existence in 
a parallel universe, where non- 
Rispanist colleagues could be for- 
given for thinking that he neglected 
research and publication in favour 
of committees and boards. 

In Westfield, he became the first 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts (1966-68) 
and Vice-Principal <1968-701. be- 
fore his term as Principal (1984-89) ; 
in the university he was elected to 
the Senate and Academic Council tof 
which he was chairman from 1980 
to 1983), and became chairman of the 
committee of management of toe 
Warburg Institute, and member or 
chairman of numerous other com- 
mittees. Inevitably, some colleagues 


regretted the fact that he did not 
concentrate more of his prodigious 
energies on research,- but his will- 
ingness, as a Hispanist, to undertake 
important administrative tasks 
undoubtedly raised the profile of 
what had been a minority subject 

Most academics would be content 
with two such careers, or even with 
being a recognised expert in the two 
fields of classical Spanish theatre 
and the novels of Galdos tone of the 
most prolific Spanish novelists), but 
every scholar of Spanish literature 
knows the name of John Varey 
through Tamesis Books, which he 
founded in 1963. or the two Grant & 
Cutler series. “Critical Guides to 
Spanish Texts" and “Research Bib- 
liographies and Checklists”, of 
which he was Joint General Editor. 

Characteristically he was per- 
sonally involved with all the minu- 
tiae of book production, and until 
recently made a point of reading the 
proofs of every volume in the Tbme- 
sis series mow over 200, including 
monographs, editions of texts, fac- 
similes). Other foundations for 
which he was responsible indude 
the History of the Theatre Research 
Project and Puentes para la Histo- 
ric! del Teatro c n Esparto, of which 


volume xxxv has just appeared. His 
sense of mission led him to give lec- 
tures, or read papers, at over a hun- 
dred venues, in three continents. All 
this, with a legendary reputation for 
hospitality (for which his wife. Micky, 
must share much of the credit) to 
undergraduates, postgraduates, 
friends and visiting colleagues. 

A young postgraduate, awaiting 
a doctoral viva in which John Verev 
was extern, and who took the trou- 
ble, by way of preparation, to read 
toe extern's own doctoral disserta- 
tion con the history of puppets in 
Spain, an ostensibly esoteric subject) 
would still have been completely un- 
prepared for the humorous, unpre- 
tentious, feet-on-the-ground scholar 
who sat on the other side of toe table. 

Unpretentious, yes, but very def- 
initely a scholar Fbr one thing, like 
all members of what began as smalt 
departments, he had had to teach a 
wide range of literature and lan- 
guage classes. Again, like many 0 f 
the older generation of academics, 
he was widely read in other areas, 
notably English literature. As for the 
puppets, they were symbols of a fas- 
cination with plays in performance, 
as opposed to printed on the page. 
No researcher knew better than he 


did the documentary and archival 
sources of information on the 
early modem Spanish theatre, 
but no one has done more than he 
to investigate the practicalities of 
live performance. 

It is a mark of the affection and 
esteem in which he was held by 
friends and other Hispanists that 
when he retired in 1989 he received 
two Ftestschrifts: one produced by 
colleagues and pupils at Westfield 
the other with contributions from 
Spain, Britain, the United States, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy 
and Ireland. 

don w. Cruickshank 

John Earl Varey, Hispanist: born 
Biacfcbum, Lancashire 26 August 
1922; Lecturer in Spanish, Westfield 
College, London University 1952-57, 
Reader 1957-63. Professor of Span- 
ish 1963-89 iBmeritus). Acting 
Principal 1983 . Principal 1984-89; 
General Editor ; Coleccian Tdmesis 
1963-99, chairman 1992-9 5; Presi- 
dent. Association of Hispanists of 
Great Britain and Ireland 1979- 
Sl: FBA 1985; married 1948 Micky 
Vrrpo chno sons, one daughter, and 
one son deceased t; died London 28 
March 1999. 
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Peter Ware 


PETER WARE was one of the West 
Country's most eminent architects. He 
was a leading member of the generation 
of conservationists who acted in time to 
save the region's historic building stock 
in the Sixties and Seventies, and a ver- 
satile designer too of modern edifices. 
He was a person who inspired unusu- 
al affection and respect in younger ar- 
chitects, who regarded him as a mentor 
and his work as a model to aspire to. 

Ware was born and educated in Bris- 
tol and remained a proud Bristolian all 
his life. Elis father was a partner in the 
family tanning business and a noted 
stamp collector Ware developed his 
interest in architecture as a child, 
walking round the suburb of Westbuiy 
gazing at the buzz of activity on build- 
ing sites. He was educated at Bristol 
School of Architecture in the early 
Fifties, at a time when classical archi- 
tecture was still studied, as well as de- 
tailed draughtsmanship. Elegantly 

drawn detail was a feature of his work 
throughout his careen and he never tried 
to master computer-assisted design. 

The start of his working life was de- 
layed by National Service, during which 
he volunteered to go with his compan- 
ions in the Gloucestershire Regiment 
to serve in the Korean War he was then 
dose to the end of his service and could 
have opted not to go. His participation 
in the bloody Battle of Imjin River in 1951 
earned him the Military Cross, though 
few people knew about" this. 

Ware spent most of his working life 
as a sole practitioner, which suited him 
best. In the mid-Fifties. he was hired by 
Gordon Freeth, then head of the Bris- 
tol School of Architecture, to renovate 
Freeth's newly acquired run-down 
Georgian house in the semi-derelict 
Dowry Square, in the Hotwells area of 
Bristol. Wire bought an adjacent house, 
in dire state, for £160. obtained a historic 
buildings grant to repair it and set 
up his office on trestle-tables in the 
panelled front room. 

Ware's love of period buildings led 
him to acquire great expertise in their 
restoration, and he was much consult- 
ed by the Cily of Bristol and by English 
Heritage. Fbr the former he carried out 
important works throughout central 
Bristol notably the restoration of the I 
Christmas Steps, which was completed : 
in the eariy Eighties. 1 

His major projects outside the cily in- 
cluded the rebuilding of the Victorian < 
Clevedon Pier last year, which won a 1 
civic trusL award in the week he died: i 


E the renovation in 1997 of Barlaston 
! HaU, a former Wedgwood family state- 
i iy home in Staffordshire, whose mag- 
i nificent interior plasterwork won its 
sub-contractors a national award: and 
the heroic rescue last year of Acton 
, Court, a collapsing medieval mansion 
in Gloucestershire. His attention to 
detail extended to research of the au- 
thentic horsehair plaster and the re- 
tention of the time-settled asymmetry 
of old carpentry: a party of Russian ar- 
chitects shown around Acton Court 
was apparently bemused at the eccen- 
tric English habit of not straightening 
lopsided period window frames. 

Although Ware was not a dynamic 
public speaker his ability to listen, his 
modest); his quiet persuasiveness and 
his transparent integrity made him an 
effective opera tor in committees and ne- 
gotiations. He was for a number of years 
president of the Bristol Society of Ar- 
chitects. Other extra-curricular activi- 
ties included the leadership of a series 
of annual Urban Landscape and Ar- 
chitecture Tours, which attracted a 
dub-like following to places such as 
Brussels and Helsinki; and the early 
championing of the Bristol Architecture 
Centre, of which be was a trustee. 

His design work was by no means re- 
stricted to old buildings. His member- 
ship of the Roman Catholic community 
led to the production of modern struc- 
tures such as the circular Catholic 
church at Burnham- on -Sea known 
locallj' as “the coliseum" and the School 
of Saints Peter and Paul in Clifton, both 
built in the eariy Sixties. Perhaps most 
characteristic of Ware's careful prag- 
matic craft was his extensive work at 
Bristol Zoo throughout the Eighties and 
Nineties, which ranged from the 
restoration of the country's only listed 
Victorian elephant and giraffe house to 
the creation of a hi-tech tent structure 
to roof the cafe area. 

Among his less prominent jobs was 
the transformation of the threatened 
18th-century Hope Chapel in Hotwells 
into a flourishing community centre. 
One of its most successful activities be- 
came an annual pantomime. Ware, in 
Edwardian bathing costume or silly hat, 
dancing the tango with a dummy or 
being fired from a mode cannon, was a 
staple of the cast He greatty enjoyed a 
bit of clowning and a good laugh. 

Until he and his wife Marie moved out 
of Hotwells in 1996, to be nearer to their 
horses and woodland, Ware remained 
a faithful participant in the minutiae of : 



Ware at Barlaston Hall, Staffordshire, in 1997 


Fi McGhee 


neighbourhood affairs, chairing the 
Dowry Square Garden Committee, and 
was always on hand with technical ad- 
vice on hcnises, keenly interested in local 
planning matters. 

I eventually became a neighbour of 
the Wares and the only time I recall see- 
ing Peter provoked into a lapse from his 
habitual kindly diffidence was when he 
saw the slightly too vibrant shade of ter- 
racotta with which we were painting the 
facade of our house. He pointed out with 
mfld agitation that it killed the appro- 


priately subdued colour next dooc From 
him, this was a stinging rebuke. 

Peter Ware’s funeral was followed by 
a reception at Bristol Zoo, with a jazz 
band, which attracted hundreds of 
people, from bishops to plasterers. 

Philip Sweeney 

Peter John WdRaceWare, architect 
bom Bristol9 February 1929; married 
1958 Marie MichaUat (two sons , 
two daughters); died Bristol 17 
March 1999. 
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Galileo insulted the 
Pope, not the Church 


GALILEO GALILEI, in the 
earijy 1600s, was aman driven 
both by personal ambition 


Baton Haxhiu 


to show that Copernicac as- 
tronomy - the arrangement 
of the heavens that put the 
Sun rather than the Earth at 
the centre - was correct and 
didn't conflict with religious 
faith. He had no premonition 
that he would become, forfii- 
ture generations, the symbol 
of such conflict 

Galileo was one of the first 
to scrutinise the heavens 
through a t ele scope, I M n g 
wonders “never seen from 
the beginning of the world" 
and evidence supporting 
Sun-centred astronomy. The 
powerful Grand Duke Cosimo 
D de’ Medici became his pa- 
tron. However; many as- 
tronomers in the universities 
preferred to accept the word 
of ancients like Aristotle 
rather than bother with tele- 
scopes, and Galileo’s way of 

finin g ae fopea, wratriming na- 
ture to learn about it, seemed 
to them foolishness at best, 
scientific heresy at worst 
Galileo's arrogance, his in- 
ability to suffer these fools 
lightly, and his talent for de- 
molishing them with scathing 
arguments, made enemies. 

Galileo was highly regard- 
ed by many among the 
Catholic hierarchy who wield- 
ed for more power than these 
academics, and whom he 
took greater care not to of- 
fend. It was here that the case 
must be made that Coperni- 
canism didn't threaten reli- 
gious faith. Galileo wanted to 


make that case not merely as 
a political move but out of 
strong personal conviction. 
He didtft oppose the idea that 
the Church should exercise 
authority in scientific mat- 
ters. He wanted it to do so, to 
throw its weight on the side 
of the truth emerging from 
bis science, a truth he believed 
did not conflict with Soipture. 
Fbr a time it seemed Galileo's 
campaign would succeed. 
Eminent churchmen dis- 
cussed his discoveries intel- 
ligently and seemed to find 
his arguments compelling. 
However when urged to sup- 
port Copernicanism official- 
ly, they dragged their feet 
It was one thing to es- 
pouse new theories among in- 
tellectual Catholics, and quite 
another to dub them as 

tridh, armninying a nhangp m 

the centre of the universe 
to Galileo’s enemies and to 
unsophisticated believers 
who thought Scripture dic- 
tated an unmoving, central 
Earth. How to insist that the 
Bibfe could be seen to support 
either cosmic arrangement, 
that it might even, as Galileo 
riafaned, better support the 
Sun-centred scheme? How 
to explain that what most 
people thought was a literal 
interpretation of Scripture 
was actually an ancient 
metaphorical interpretation 
incorporating Aristotle's ideas 
into Christian doctrine ...and 
that tiie Church had never 
had an official policy on 
cosmological matters? 

Finally, Galileo was ad- 
monished to cease cam- 


paigning until he had proof. 
Galileo didn’t force the 
Church off the fence, but in an 
astoun d i ng coup he made it 
seem he hid. In the guise, of 
an “impartial" book - which 
a new Pope, Urban VEH (a 
friend of Galileo's), had en- 
couraged - he wrote a best- 
seller demolishing the old 
Earth-centred astronomy. 
When it was too late to do 
anything but accept tbe situ- 
ation gracefully or overreact 
the Pope decided he could 
not brook such a usurpation 
of authority. 

This was no abstract con- 
test between science and re- 
ligion, but something far more 
personal and political. Galileo 
bad stolen the Pope's pre- 
rogative - an unforgivable 
insult- Neither science nor re- 
ligion received more than lip- 
service at Galileo's trial He 

was sentenced to bouse arrest 

for life and forced to renounce 
Coper nicanism publicly. 

In spite of his calamitous 
clash with the Church. 
Galileo wouldn’t have been 
pleased to learn that he 
would become, for many, a 
symbol of enmity between 
religion and science. Those 
who suggest he is would have 
felt the brunt of his riducule 
and ire, for he never recog- 
nised such enmity, insisting 
“that the same God who has 
endowed us with sense, rea- 
son. and intellect does not in- 
tend us to forego their use", 

Kitty Fterguson is die author 
of ‘Measuring the Universe* 
(Headline, £14.99) 


BATON HAXHIU was editor of the 
Kosovo daily Kaha Ditare, and one of the 
most prominent and respected of Al- 
banian journalists in Kosovo. Shortly 
after attending the funeral in Pristina 
on Sunday of the human-rights lawyer 
Bajram Keimendi, Haxhiu was abduct- 
ed by Serbian security troops and mur- 
dered. It is a measure of his personal 
courage that he chose to attend his 
friend's funeral even in the knowledge 
that his own life was in danger. 

Haxhiu was typical in many ways of 
the Kosmnr Albanian intdlectuaL He «ns 
well-read, cosmopolitan and shrewd. His 
writings on domestic politics and on the 
American policy-making process as far 
as it affected Serbia and Kosovo imost 
of which he also posted in English on 
Internet sources* remain models of 
dispassionate and informed analysis. He 
was one of the first commentators to in- 
dicate that the current aim of the Milo- 
sevic government was to clear a large 
part of northern Kosovo of its Albanian 
population and to use the territory so 
“cleansed" as a bargaining chip in 
future international negotiations. 

But Haxhiu was also a listener. Always 
ready to learn, he would eagerly engage 



“underground" Albanian university of international circles of journalists in 


Haxhiu: cosmopolitan and shrewd 


in discussion and would genuinely con- 
sider and ponder over his interlocutor's 
point of view. His respect for the opin- 
ions of others partly arose out of his own 
sense of intellectual impoverishment. 
His university studies at Pristina, where 
he studied sociology, were interrupted 
by the Serbian government's closure of 
his faculty in 1991. He was forced there- 
after to continue his academic career 
in the straitened circumstances of the 


Pristina, where he worked for a 
postgraduate degree. Partly also, how- 
even his openness to debate derived 
from the whole philosophy of the liber- 
al democratic wing of the Kosovar Al- 
banian movement In his commitment 
to dialogue, to mutual understanding 
and to negotiation, Haxhiu represent- 
ed the highest ideals of the Kosovar 
Albanian movement of “non-violence”. 

Fbr most of the 1990s, Baton Haxhiu 
was section editor of the weekly 
Albanian-Ianguage news magazine 
Koha. Last yean he took over as editor 
of the Koha Ditare daily. Despite work- 
ing under the most adverse conditions, 
printing with primitive machinery and 
constantly harassed by the Serbian 
authorities, Haxhiu helped make Koha 
Ditare the leading Albanian-Ianguage 
source of information and of critical com- 
ment in Kosovo. He was, moreover; an 
active journalist and was never content 
to write from the brief safety of his ed- 
itorial offices. He was always on the move, 
visiting conflict zones, talking with mil- 
itary and political leaders, and engaging 
in much behind-the-scenes discussion. 

His influence extended not only to the 


Pristina and Belgrade. Haxhiu and the 
Koha Ditare offices were an accepted 
port of call for many of the diplomats 
who visited Kosovo during the current 
crisis. Whoever he spoke with, Haxhiu 
held last to tbe view that an independent 
Kosovo was not anty morally justified but 
also inevitable. 

Throughout his career in journalism, 
Haxhiu collaborated closely with Duk- 
agjin Gorani, who edited KD Times, the 
English-language section of Koha 
Ditare. Gorani’s present whereabouts 
are unknown, as also are the fete of 
Haxhiu's widow and three-year-old son. 
Tt is, moreover; uncertain at this time 
whether Haxhiu's body has been prop- 
erty buried on as some reports suggest 
is still lying beside the main Pristina- 
Skopje road. His cowardly murder is, 
however; hardly likely to have gone un- 
noticed among journalistic, academic 
and diplomatic circles both in the 
Balkans and elsewhere in Europe. 

Martyn Rady 

Baton Haxhiu. journalist bom 1967; 
Editor, Koha Ditore 1998-99; died 
Pristina, Kosovo 28 March 7999. 


It is time to tackle the 
Gospel’s scorn for Jews 


Gazette 


THIS WEEK, unusually, two 
Jewish and Christian festivals 
coincide. The Passion of Christ 
and the Passover commemo- 
ration of the Exodus from 
Egypt are celebrated at the 
same time. Once this was the 
norm. The eariy Christians 
fixed the date of Easter by ref- 
erence to the time of Passover 
But in AD 325, at the Council of 
Nicaea, the Eariy Church de- 
cided no longer to rely on the 
Jewish calendar and changed 
the date of Easter to the first 
Sunday after the first full moon 
after tbe Spring Equinox. 

It is generally assumed that 
the Last Supper was a 
Passover meal and many 
churches today attempt to re- 
enact the Seder meal which 
is the basis for the Jewish 
Passover celebration. It is all 


BIRTHS 


.HTKEN: On 23 March, to Undo 
■ net.- Woodhouse* and Campbell, 
a beautiful daughter. Elizabeth 
Kate. 

KOWSE: On 24 March, to 
Georgina inee Booth’ and Mark, 
a son. A Dio Sebastian, a brother 
for Oliver. Benjamin and Tam. 


DEATHS 

ANSTEY: John Swithin Campbell 
Knight. “World's leading expert 
nn party walls and rights of 
light"; sailor sincer.jasz lover: 
writer croquet player, “potty- 
math"; City surveyor and philan- 
thropist. Died peacefully on 
Tuesday 30 March. Private 
woodland burial at Carlisle on 
Thursday I April. No flowers 
please, b'ul donations in John’s 
memory to the RNL1. An event 
to celebrate John's life is to be 
arranged. Details of this, and 
memorial fund, from Ansiejr 
Home & Company, si Newbury 
Street, St Bartholomew's. Lon- 
don ECIA 7NE. "Flee is the bird 

to the mountain." 

BIRD; Dr Chris. Visiting Fellow in 

Remote Sensing & GIS. SiJsoe 
Campus. Cranneld University 


BIRTHS, 

Marriages 
& Deaths 


died peacefully at home on Fri- 
day 26 March 1999. from cancer. 
Former colleagues and students 
will be welcome to join his wife 
Philippa, family, friends and col- 
leagues at the fbneral and 
Thanksgiving Service to be held 
on T\jes&ty 13 April 1999 at 2pm 
at the Church of the Ascension. 
Beaufort Road. London W5. Fur- 
ther details from E.C. Mills Lim- 
ited on 0181-992 0467. 

GREENWELL: Tom. OBE. Sud- 
denly, in hospital, on 27 March, 

aged 75 years, the much -loved 
husband of Vicki, and adored 
daddy of Camilla. Service and 
cremation will take place at Raw- 
don Crematorium. Leeds, on 
Thursday 8 April at 2pm. Family 
Bowers only phased, donations 
in lieu nun* be mode to St 
Gemma's Hospice, Leeds. Friends 
please accept this information. 

Announcements fbr BIRTHS. MAR- 
nunra & n BATHS (Births. Adoptions. 
Marriages. Dentils. Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries. In memoriflinJ 
are charged at KM a tine (VAT erirai. 


Birthdays 

Mr Cynog Dafis MP, 61; 
The Rev Norman Drum- 
mond. Scottish governor. 
BBC, and chairman. Broad- 
casting Council for Scot land . 
47: Mr Alex Falconer. MER 
59: Professor Roderick 
Flood, Provost, London 
Guildhall University, 57; Sir 
Anlbony Gill, chairman. 
Docklands Light Railway, 69; 
Mr David Gower, cricketer, 
42; Sir Nicholas Henderson, 
former diplomat, &D; Miss 
Gaie Johnson Houghton, 
jockey. 59; The Earl of Ilch- 
estcr, vice-chairman, County 
Border Newspapers, 79; 
Baroness McFarlane of 
Llandaff, Professor Emeri- 
tus, Department of Nursing, 
Alanchester University. 73; 
Miss All MacGraw, actress, 
61; Sir William Macpherson 
of Cluny. former High Court 
judge, 73; Mr William Man- 
chester, writer and Profes- 
sor Emeritus of History 


Wesleyan University, 77; Maj- 
Gen Giles Mills, former res- 
ident Governor; Tbwer of 
London, 77; Professor Sir 
Dimitri Obolensky, histori- 
an, 81; Mrs Marie 
Patterson, former TUC pres- 
ident, 65; Miss Jane Powell, 
singer and actress, 70; Mr 
Charles H. Price, former US 
ambassador to the UK, 68; 

Mr Steve Race, musician 
and broadcaster, 78; Dr 
Richard Repp, Master of St 
Cross College, Oxford, 63; 
Miss Debbie Reynolds, 
actress, 67; Mr Bryan 
Robertson, writer, 
historian and broadcaster; 

74; Mr Arnold Side bottom, 
cricketer, 45; Miss 
Rosemary Spencer, 
ambassador to the Nether- 
lands. 58; Mr Leonard van 
Geest, chairman, little- 
woods, 49; Mr Dafydd 
Wigley MP, 56; Professor 
Sir Dillwyn Williams, for- 
mer President, Royal College 
of Pathologists, 70. 


ROYAL 

Engagements 

Tbe Queen, accompanied by Tbe Dafcr 
of KdlnbarKb, attends tbe Maundy Ser- 
vice in Bristol Cathedral, during which 
she distributes (be Royal Maundy, and 
attends a dric lunch hosted by Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce al (he Mansion 
House. Cfifton. Bristol: and, us Patna, 
vis is (he Royal West of England Acade- 
my, Queen's Road, Clifton. Tbe Duke of 
Edinburgh visits Cameron Balloons, St 
John's Street. Bedminstec Bristol Tbe 
Duke of York ntlends a service to com 
manors lc the granting of tbe Royal 
Charter to tbe City of fOn^lon upon 
Hull, at Hofy Trinity Church. Market 
Square, Kingston upon Uufl. 


Changing of the Guabd 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horne Guards, II am; in Battalion 
Coldstream Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, at Buckingham Fhber. U JUnm. 
band provided by tbe Scots GunnbL 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman 
Coady, “Easter Lecture; 
Tintoretto, Christ Washing 
His Disciples’ FfeeP, lpm. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
f 24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


among Christians of tbe Jewish 
roots of Jesus - not only was 
Jesus bom a Jew; he lived and 
died a Jew and also his first fol- 
lowers were, of course, Jews. 

Christianity developed out of 
Judaism and cannot be under - 
staod without an understanding 
of that The serious study of 
Judaism as a living feith, and its 
relationship with Christianity 
are therefore an essential 
non-marginal part of Christian 
formation today. A Vatican 
directive states; 

Christians must strive to acquire 
a better knowledge of the basic 
components of the religious tradi- 
tion of Judaism; they must learn by 
what essential traits tbe Jews 
define themselves in light of their 
own religious experience. 

Similar pronouncements have 
been made by the Anglican 
and Free Churches. 

Some seminaries and theol- 
ogy departments are address- 
ing these needs. But most 
ignore it, lack competence, or 
treat it as an “optional extra, 
time permitting”. Hardly any- 
where is the new theology on 
Jews and Judaism effectively 
integrated into the curriculum. 

Jews also cannot escape 
their obligations in the new 
framework and this includes an 
examination of Jewish educa- 
tion concerning Christians and 
Christianity. In Jewish class- 
rooms, little has been done to 
change negative or infantile 
perceptions of Christianity, lb 


achieve this goal Jewish schol- 
ars need to examine Chris- 
tianity and create their own 
theology of Christianity. It is 
understandable that some 
Jews look upon dialogue with 
an element of mistrust, perhaps 
viewing it as a veiled attempt at 
Christian conversion, but some 
Christians are starting to ask, 
“We have made many changes 
and offered new thinking, isn't 
it your turn now to respond?" 

In practical terms this 
means that fix' both Jews and 
Christians difficult issues must 
be tackled. Christians should 
tackle the feet that the plain 
text of the New Testament 
leaves tbe Jews in a position of 

ARGUMENTS 

FOR 

Easter 

Edward Kessler 

When Passover and 
Passion coincide, the 
problems between 
Christians and Jews 
can be highlighted. 
But so too can the 
path toward solutions 


inferiority and mil induce feel- 
ings, if not of genocide, then of 

scorn. Perhaps a commentary 

to tfaeNew Testament should be 
produced, sensitive to the 
JewfehChristian relationship, 
which can be used for the 
purposed educating the parish- 
ioner; as wed as the priest 

For Jews, difficult issues 
that need to be tackled include 
the need to abandon the 
immediate reaction of shouting 
“anti-Semite" when feeing crit- 
icism of Israel; the need to 
accept that, in the history of 
Jewi&h-Christian relations, 
polemic has not always been 
onesided; the need to realise 
that the New Testament is 
primarily a JewiF v 1 about 

the life and actions of Jews. 

But this exchange must be 
placed in the mainstream of 
religious life. Many people talk 


about the need for dialogue 
but very few are involved in it 
And those who are active often 
take solely an academic stance. 
Inter-faith dialogue undoubt- 
edly has an academic content 
but it is far more than that If 
it is limited to an anaemic 
interchange of ideas and his- 
torical facts it will simply serve 
as an instructive exercise in 
comparative religion rather 
than as an example of the 
practice of inter-faith dialogue. 

Such a quest is not easy be- 
cause it is not simply a matter 
of talking to the “other'’ or con- 
sidering how tbe “other" differs 
from “us". Rather it means 
taking the “other' 1 as serious- 
ly as we take ourselves. This is 
immensely difficult and costly 
and we find it all too easy either 
to relate to others in a casual 
way or to reject (or ignore ■ the 
“other’s" arguments. 

Perhaps we can learn from 
Franz Rosenzweig, a German 
Jewish theologian, who wrote 
an important book 80 years 
ago called The Star of Re- 
demption. For Rosenzweig 
dialogue consisted of the ability 
to articulate and demonstrate 
both awareness and compre- 
hension of another person. He 
called this “spruchdenken". 
meaning not just talking but 
making something happen 
through words. 

I read tbe book many years 
ago but one story has always 
remained with me. 

Rosenzweig was asked to 
comment on the statement 
from the Gospel of John that 
none could reach God except 
through Christ Rosenzweig 
did not reject the verse out of 
hand because it was valid for 
many Christians who held it 
dearly. Indeed, he said that 
millions of people had been led 
to God through ChrisL But be 
suggested that the situation 
was quite different for one who 
efid not have to reach for God 
because he was already with 
Him. “Shall I be comforted, I 
who have been chosen? Does 
the alternative of conversion 
even exist for me?" Rosen- 
zweig's answer is a sign of 
dialogue in action. 


Edtcard Kessler is Director of 

Ac Centre jbrJeurishrChristum 
Relations in Cambridge 
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I’m desperate to get pregnant 

At 36, Wendy hears her biological clock ticking and she longs for a baby. Her partner of three years is also broody, but t 
on-off relationship. Should she try to find someone more stable, at the risk of never having children. 


women 

pregnant with any old bloke just 
so they don't miss out on moth- 
erhood, mutters of “What about 
the child?", “Not fair it not hav- 
ing a father". “Selfish", start 
being heard in the Ironside 
household. Of course, it’s quite 
easy for me to say that, as I al- 
ready have a child, but I hope that 
were I now 36 and getting brooty, 
I'd at least try to find a man to 
have a child with who was 
committed to being a father; if not 
a partner. 

And this, it seems, is the in- 
credibly fortunate position that 
Wendy finds herself in. She may 
not have found Mr Right, but 
she's found that rare bird, a 
broody bloke. I’ve had lots of let- 
ters from married women who 
want to have children, but their 
husbands’ minds are set against 
it I've even had letters from 
men whose wives have refused 
to have children. But Wendy's 
man is up for fatherhood. And I 
think she should grab this chance 
of a family while she can. 

We’ve all got anecdotal evi- 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


deuce of friends whoVe had late 
babies. But the truth is that 
women's fertility starts to plum- 
met after the age of 35. No one 
knows exactly why, but one 
theory is that some older 
women’s eggs start getting old 
and wrinkly, like seeds that have 
lain in a cupboard too long. An- 
other theory is that die lining of 
a woman’s womb starts drying up 
and fertilised eggs simply can’t 
implant there, like seeds thrown 
into a sour field. (Excuse the 
medical aside, but I write as one 
who tried to get pregnant at 39 
and failed.* Even if Wendy were 
to meet Mr Right in the nest year 
- and there are few enough nice 
men available, as anyone in their 
thirties will tell you; they're not 
left in the stable for nothing - it 
would probably be another two 
years at least before they'd con- 
sider a famfiy, and by then she'd 
be 39. Her chances of pregnancy 
might have been lost for even 
Now, what about the child? 
Since Wenctys relationship with 
her boyfriend is so unstable, I 
think they ought to make con- 
tingency plans, quite coldly about 
what happens to the child should 
they split They should agree, be- 
fore if s even born, whether it 
should live with her or her 
boyfriend most of the time, and 


that whatever happens each 
would always allow the other to 
have unlimited access. They 
should agree that they would 
never stop their in-laws from vis- 
iting. and that neither would 
leave the country for the next 15 
years - or, if they do, to do it in 
tandem. They should agree that 
they’re not having a baby to save 
their relationship or to bind them 
together, but because they have 
a lot of love to give a child, even 
if they don’t always have enough 
love for each other 

By openly acknowledging the 
instability of their relationship, 
and discussing the options in the 
event of a split, they have, para- 
doxically; a chance to make life 
for their child more, rather than 
(ess, secure than that of children 
of parents who aren’t prepared 
for divorce. And if they can’t 
agree on these ground rules A 
now, then perhaps they ^ 
should think twice about ^B 
pregnancy. ^^B 

. Finally, they should 
remember that having a B:|i|S 
baby together is far BP^jl 
more binding than JT 1 

marriage. You can al- Bp \ 

ways get divorced, but 
once you have a baby 
you're related, as par- ^Br 
ents, until you die. ^B " s 


DILEMMAS 

WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 
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READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 


This may work well for you 
Go for it only if you are happy, 
w illing and able to go it alone. 
If this man also wants to have 
children, hopefully he will be 
able to provide the stable, 
committed relationship with 
them he appears unable to 
have with you. 1 was in a 
similar situation - our son is 
now nine years old. Co- 
parenting works well for us 
and our son. However, it's not 
everyone's cup of tea. 
CAROLINE BUCKNALL 
London N> t 

Full discussion is the key 
It is wonderful that Wendy’s 
man is broody too. They 
1 should “go for it" - but 
I discuss and confirm their 
l relationship first Wendy is 
intelligent and will have 
K chosen to go out with a 
B man bright enough to be 
W father to her children, 
f Sharing the fun and trials of 
F parenthood will bind them 
' together as never before. 
Wendy knows she has not 
many childbearing years left 
Perhaps her man realises that 
his ability to become a father 
reduces with age. 

JILL WILLIAMS 
Knebworth, Hertfordshire 


Take a responsible attitude 
A child, ideally, needs two 
loving and committed parents. 
We often hear claims of 
people's “right" to have a 
child, yet we are in danger of 
widening the chasm between 
rights and responsibilities. A 

child is neither a commodity 
nor an accessory to life; it is a 


life in itself Too many women 
regard the menopause as a 
“closing down sale", so they’d 
better procreate. Wendy 
should examine her motives 
and ask not “what can a child 
do for me", but “what can I do 
for a child?" 

NANCY RYAN 
Wirrol Merseyside 


Next Week's dilemma 


Dear Virginia. 

Since he was two. my 10- 
year-old son from my first 
marriage has spent equal 
time ate ach parental home. 
1 now have twins of four 
with my new partner. The 
problem is, my son's mother 
and her husband have a life 
of conspicuous materialism, 
while we're more frugal 
And at his mother's die boy 
is allowed to watch films he 
can’t ivatch here, and can go 
to bed when he likes. My son 
is starting to find the stand- 
ards of our home relatively 
Draconian. He’s starting to 
behave like a spoilt brat l 
love him, but question 
whether to-ing andfro-ing 
between different lifestyles 


is good for him. I feel we 
could bring him up better, 
but his mother would never 
consent. Should the status . 

quo continue, or should one " 
parent let go and allow him 
to spend more time in one 
eni'ironment? How flexible 
can children be? 

Yours sincerely, Simon 

Anyone with advice quoted 
wiU. be sent a bouquet from 
Inieiflwa, Send letters and 
dilemmas to Virginia 
Ironside, 'The Independent’, 
1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf London Eli 5DL,fax 
0171-293 2182; e-mail 
dilemmastff independent co. 
uk. giving a postal address 
for a bouquet 
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POETIC LICENCE 

goats Suffer in 
Submarine Tests 

by Martin Newell 
Illustration By Michael heath 


Hundreds of goats have been subjected to 
decompression tests by military scientists 
to see what might happen to sailors 
trapped in submarines. Concerned MPs 
will ask questions in the Commons next 
week about the experiments, to find 
out exactly how many goats have died. 



Well no. The goats don’t always die. 

Quite a few of them are reusable. 

But not as actual submarine crew 
Since they don't have opposable thumbs 

And they'd be no use in wartime 
Because of smells in confined spaces 
Oh and horns getting stuck in hatches 
So we use decompression chambers. 

Well, they use pigs for testing live ammo 
So I suppose we scientists just thought: 
“Submarines? Decompression? The bends? 
Gotta be goats. For sure. Absolutely. Yup.” 

Think about it One minute I’m at uni. 

Then the next Pve answered this advert: 
Reckon You've Got What it Ttikes? 

Come and compress goats for the Navy." 

“Had a hard day at the labs, darling? 

Any closer to sorting out that pressure problem? 
Any fan mail from grateful sailors then?" Nope. 
We sure gave those goat spleens what for though. 

So do the goats get distressed about it? 

How should I know? No. I’m not trying to 
Worm out of it. This is what they say: 

■■They bleat and leap around." Whatever. 

No. I don't know what the women scientists think. 
One of the guys got taken off it, though. 

Oh and your brother, the ieftie nutter, told me 
To have a word with myself About myself 

What? Didja think we’d put them in their own 
Little submarines? With peaked caps? 

In an immersion tank. Like in the film 
Das Goat ? Sorry. Cheap shot Don't cry. 


Death on the docks: the short life 
and violent end of Simon Jones 

A student on the dole was sent to a job that killed him. Who will take the blame? By Barrie Clement 


I n many ways, Simon Jones 
was an infuriating young 
man. Unpunctual, often un- 
able to rise before noon, he 
seemed incapable of sticking 
to any activity which might 
give him a conventional 
career. He went to study government 
at Essex University but stayed for just 
a term. Then, after a couple of years 
working in London, he opted to go to 
Sussex University to begin a degree 
in social anthropology. After three 
years, he decided on the first morn- 
ing of his final exams that he couldn't 
go through with it 

By all accounts, however, Simon 
was far brighter than the average 
university student He was also a 
committed environmentalist an im- 
placable opponent of racism and a 
charming, gentle and caring young 
man; a free spirit. One of the issues 
that concerned him most deeply was 
safety at work. (Simon was a member 
of the Brighton-based direct-action 
group Justice?, which campaigned on 
behalf of the Liverpool dockers who 
went on strike against the “casuaJi- 
sation" of the industry.) 

Almost a year after leaving uni- 
versity - having made a commitment 
to go back and complete his degree - 
Simon was sent by an employment 
agency to work at Shoreham Docks. 
He was c [aiming the Jobseekers' 
Allowance and the Employment Ser- 
vice insisted that he take any work 
offered to him. Some two hours after 
arriving at the docks on 24 April, he 
was dead, his head partly severed. He 
had been working in the hold of a ship 
and a crane grab had crushed him. 

The work Simon undertook for 
Euro min, a Dutch-owned firm, was 
hazardous to say the least His job was 
to attach bags of cobblestones to 
books which had been welded to the 
inside of the open grab. He received 
just a few minutes’ training. The con- 
ventional method would have been to 
attach a hook to the crane. Employ- 
ees at Euromin. however, contend that 
the company was reluctant to change 
the crane from grab to hook and back 
again because it cost time and money. 

When the accident happened, the 
police and ambulance service were 
called, but the fire brigade also went 
to the scene so that Simon could be 
brought out of the hold. The crane dri- 
ver and Euromin’s general manager 
James MarteQ, were arrested, but both 
were released without charge. 

Emma Aynsley, Simon's girlfriend 
at the time, has since been part of a 
campaign to bring (hose responsible 
for his death to book “I'm astonished 
that there weren’t better safety pre- 
cautions and that an inexperienced 
person could be employed to under- 
take a job that was dearly dangerous." 

It is difficult to think or anyone less 
suited to the job that Simon was 
asked to do. Although he was a robust 
young roan, he was also given to self- 
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Simou Jones (above) and his girlfriend Emma Aynsley (right): ‘He was exceptionally well-loved’ 


absorption. His time-keeping - or the 
lack of it — was legendary. 

His intellectual achievements as a 
young boy were remarkable. While still 
at primary school, he read historical 
novels and at 13 years of age read 
Brendan Behan's Borstal Boy. which 
gave him strong views about our 
penal system. At 14. he identified 
very much with the Communist Party 
and by the age of 15. his teacher said 
he had read more than most people 
do in a lifetime. He became involved 
with causes such as the anti-apartheid 
and anti-poll tax campaigns. 

His mother Chris says that when 
beggars asked him far money, he 
invariably gave it to them, even though 
he had little himself. But his 
seriousness about politics never ob- 
scured his “wacky" sense of humour. 
“He was exceptionally well-loved," 
says his mother. 

. For the last 10 months, Emm a and 
his other friends, together with his 
mother and father, have waged a 
campaign to ensure that charges are 
preferred against those responsible. 
They insist that Personnel Selection, 
the agency which sent him to the 
docks, had a legal responsibility to 

ensure that the work was both suitable 
and safe. The company has pointed out 
that the Department of Industry has 
investigated its methods and resolved 
to take no further action. 

Campaigners have put pressure on 
the Crown Prosecution Service to 
take action against Euromin. and 
against Mr MartelL The CPS initially 
decided that there was insufficient ev- 
idence for a charge of manslaughter, 
but has been persuaded to reconsid- 
er the case. In an impassioned speech 
in the Commons on 3 March this 


year, George Galloway, Labour MP for 
Glasgow Kelvin, made clear where he 
thought responsibility lay. He told 
MPs that Mr Martell had not sent a 
word of condolence to the family and 
had “laughed out loud” when he was 
told that he could face prosecution. 

“MarteU’s contempt for the laws of 
health and safety in this country, his 
greed and hunger for profit and his 
negligence and carelessness slaugh- 
tered a young man just as clearly as 
if he bad pushed him off the dock with 
his own hands," said Mr Galloway. 

Simon's family is now awaiting the 
further deliberations of the CPS. They 
could consider taking out a private 


five such charges in the last 30 years. 

Gary Slapper, law director of the 
Open University, believes that official 
figures for deaths at work understate 
the real situation and that 20 percent 
of fatalities involve managerial be- 
haviour which give “good prima facie" 
grounds for manslaughter charges. 
Researchers at the Health and Safety 
Executive found that 70 per cent of the 
739 deaths on building and civil engi- 
neering sites could have been avoided 
by “positive management action". 

Emma, who was at Sussex Uni- 
versity with Simon, says that the CPS 
is simply “reluctant to prosecute peo- 
ple in suits". She believes the execu 


‘I’m astonished an inexperienced person could 
he employed on a job so clearly dangerous’ 


prosecution, but that could prove both 
expensive and difficult according to 
Louise Christian, the solicitor acting 
for the Jones family The family is hop- 
ing for an inquest verdict of unlawful 
killing which, if necessary, could put 
pressure on government prosecutors 
to reopen the case for a third time. 

The HSE has already registered its 
intention to take proceedings under 
health and safety legislation. That 
could result in fines, but at a “pitiful- 
ly low level" according to the Jones 
family. A conviction for corporate 
manslaughter could result in Mr 
Martell and other Euromin executives 
serving jail sentences. As Mrs Jones 
says, the authorities are notoriously 
reluctant to accuse executives of 
manslaughter. There liave only been 


five’s reluctance might well have been 
fuelled by Simon's unconventional ap- 
proach to life. If he had been a “suit", 
perhaps the political pressure would 
have been irresistible. Simon lived in 
an unused building in Brighton with 
his friends. However, the local coun- 
cil regarded them as “benign" squat- 
ters and even offered them the key to 
another building when their "home" 
was due to be taken over. 

While Ms Christian has been at- 
tempting to put pressure on govern- 
ment prosecutors, Simon s friends 
have taken to the streets. On i Sep- 
tember last year which would have 
been Simon’s 25th birthday, protesters 
invaded Euromin’s Shoreham Dock 
and unfurled banners from two 80 foot 
towers reading "Simon Jones Rip" 


Andrew Hasson 

and "Casual isation kills". Two days 
later they occupied the Brighton office 
of Personnel Selection. Earlier this 
month (March), after lobbying par- 
liament some of them forced their way 
past security guards at the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industty in London, 
setting off a fire alarm. The building 
was evacuated and the demonstrators 
ejected Simon, they believe, would 
have approved 

There is little doubt that young peo- 
ple are particularly vulnerable in po- 
tentially hazardous circumstances. 
Paul Convery, a director of the Un- 
employment Unit, says that employ- 
ers often underestimate the degree to 
which experienced workers are able 
to avoid danger. New recruits are 
much more vulnerable. 

He also believes that despite new 
instructions issued by the Govern- 
ment the Employment Service is al- 
ways keen to meet its target for 
getting people into jobs. “Some officials 
may be overkeen and send young peo- 
ple to unsuitable jobs,” he says. 

Simon's mother and father both 
teachers, intend to fi gh t on. Anne 
Jones argues that there was a “seri- 
ous and obvious risk” to Simon be- 
cause of the working conditions at the 
dock and that therefore there is suf- 
ficient evidence to bring a charge of 
manslaughter. She believes that most 

of the so-called “accidents” at work are 

anything but accidental: more often 
than not they are simply because 
management has failed to take the 
steps necessary to remove the risks. 
"Simon had a lot going for him," she 
says. “He had so much to live for. I 
know r can’t bring him back, but if I 

can stqp it happening to someone else, 

I will feel I've achieved something." 


y-~ 


The von. 


ol \ 


- % \ 






w 

m -:- 

Ifev 

l£W i*-. • 

■ 




tom 


O' IJSjD 





PWTmv ? r- 



THE THURSDAY REVIEW 

^Independent I April 1999 




% 


B®- To;- : 
tap JW..T- . - 
dfitfr . 

•nwr 

larn.r.:' .• 

lift * x*. 

3ft£ ■, 

ir 



Sister of 
the more 
famous 
Jane 


IIP***'* 1 ' ^ 

Despite passion, eroticism and 

III 

humour, Charlotte Bronte’s 


masterpiece VUlette has long 

c y - 

been overshadowed by Jane Eyre 


(possibly because, reader; 


she doesn’t many him). But a star cast on 
Radio 4 may change that. By Mark Bostridge 



ies 


rie ( iement 



A t school, my English class 
was asked to write an 
extended essay on any work 
of literature we chose. I 
decided on Charlotte Bron- 
te’s last novel, VUlette. It 
proved to be a rather unpopular choice. 

WHette, I was told with a degree of scorn 
by the -afl-mate- English department, was 
too strongly autobiographical to merit dose 
criticism. Like Matthew Arnold, who wrote 
at the time of the book’s first publication in 
1853 that “the writer’s mind contains noth- 
ing but hunger; rebellion, and rage”, they 
considered Vttiette to be “disagreeable’’. 
Some of them had been at Cambridge dur- 
ing FR Leavis’s ascendancy and had ab- 
sorbed at first hand his famous assertion 
in The Great Tradition that there was “ohty 
Bronte”. For him, Wuthering Heights 
the primacy of Emily Bronte over 
her sisters and, in a slighting put-down of 
admirers of Charlotte’s genius, he allowed 
onfy that she had merely done something 
"interesting” with her personal experience, 
especially in VUlette. 

Critical fashions change, and in the two 
decades since my schooldays Charlotte 
Brante’sr^mtation as a writer has risen to 
new heights, helped in part by the emer- 
gence of feminist Kteraiy theory. There has 
been a sharp move away from the purely 
biographical interest that has always 
bedevilled serious consideration of her 
work, .towards critical studies that 


emphasise the rich symbolism and poetic 
imagery of her novels, as well as their 
psychological complexity: 

On a more popular level there has also 
been a continuous stream of stage, televiskm 
and film adaptations of Jane Eyre, the novel 
that made Charlotte famou s and has re- 
mained hugely popular ever since. VUlette, 
in contrast, has never received such wide- 
spread recognition, though few critics today 
would deqy that it stands as Charlotte 
Bronte’s most profound achievement. 
Lucasta Mfflez; who is completing a study 
of the Bronte myth, considers VUlette to be 
“a distinctly uncomfortable read and defi- 
nitely an acquired taste, but for those who 
persevere, it is undoubtedly Charlotte 
Bronte’s masterpiece”. 

It remains true, however; that the novel's 
unsympathetic heroine, its relative lack of 
dramatic inrirignt and ife pni gmatic ending 
which denies the story a romantic resolu- 
tion, has made I^ZZetis difficult to popularise. 
This makes Radio 4’s three-part adaptation 
of the novel, beginning on Easter Sunday, 
a daring choice for their classic serial slot 
- and a particularly welcome one. 

Iri VUlette, Charlotte Bronte forsakes the 
“unpruned fancies” of Jane Eyre in favour 
of a new sobriety; a sad. strong stoicism, 
based on her own chastened experience of 
love. She drew closely on her experience of 
the two years she had spent as a teacher 
in Brussels at the FensformatHegei: There 
she had formed a passionate, bnt painfully 



VUlette’s cast, minus Joseph Fiennes: Harriet Vfolter, Catherine McCormack and James Laurenson 


unrequited, attachment to Constantin 
Heger. the Pensionnat's brilliant literature 
teacher and husband of the dtrectrice, and 
the first person to recognise her extra- 
ordinaty creative genius. Through VUIette's 
portrayal of the relationship between Lucy 
Snowe and Paul Eman uel Charlotte Bronte 
seeks to make creative gain out of the per- 
sonal loss and emotional deprivation she had 
suffered in her self-torturings over her 
beloved Monsieur Heger. 

Lucy Snowe is an outsider She is an or- 
phan without social status, a teacher in a 
foreign school and a Protestant in a 
Catholic country: She appears as an -in- 
offensive shadow” whose seeming passiv- 
ity cloaks an attitude of rebellion that 
chafes at the restrictions that society places 
on women But Lucy is also the archetypal 
unreliable narrator whose concealment 
becomes a metaphor for psychological 
instability; and for the perils of repression 
in matters of the heart 


It is perhaps Lucy’s evasiveness, and the 
reader’s nagging suspicion that she can’t be 
trusted, that has most discouraged drama- 
tists from adapting VI Uette for other media. 
There have been two television versions, one 
in 1957 (with Jill Bennett as Lucy) and 
another in the early Seventies (with Judy 
Parfitt); there was also a stage adaptation 
at the Sheffield Crucible a couple of years 
ago. But this is a poor showing compared 
with the way in which Jane Eyre and 
Wuthering Heights have passed into the 
general culture via television and film. 

James FrieL the adapter of the new Radio 
4 ViUette. who co-directed it with Catherine 
Bailey, agrees that the novel is notoriously 
difficult to adapt" His solution has been to 
opt fora more straightforward narrative and 
to dispense with the “wicked authorial 
game". He allows that some of the slipper- 
iness of the original, which he describes as 
"like a Rubic cube", has thereby been lost, 
but argues that in exchange you get a 


clearer and stronger dramatic line. 

Friel and Bailey have assembled a fine 
cast: Catherine McCormack fin her first 
radio role) as Lucy Snowe; Joseph Fiennes 
as Dr John (whose relationship with Lucy 
is based on Charlotte Bronte’s own vicissi- 
tudes in her friendship with her publisher, 
“the curled darling” of Comhill George 
Smith); James Laurenson as a fiery Paul 
Emanuel and Harriet Walter as a superbly 
evil Madame Beck. And Friel mates no 
secret of his and Bailey s hopes for an even- 
tual film version of VUlette. He has written 
the screenplay already and believes that the 
time may be right for a big-screen adapt- 
ation. “ViUette has everything, ’’ he says. 
••Passion, eroticism, humour. In so many 
wax’s, it is a very modem novel.” 

• VUlette ’ is broadcast as Radio 4’s Classic 
Serial at 3pm from Sun 4 April to Sun IS 
April, and published on audiocassette by 
BBC Worldwide on Mon 5 April 


Greed 
is still 
good 

Theatre 

VOLPONE 

SWAN THEATRE 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 


OPENING THE season at the 
Swan Theatre in Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Lindsay Posner 
directs an incisive and highly 
entertaining revival of Ben 
Jon son’s VoLpone. 

The thrust stage is 
dominated by a tall 
blasphemous cabinet 
containing a great cascade of 
golden objets, and fronted by a 
crucifix on which, supplanting 
Christ, a dead monkey has been 
roped. At the back, the 
carcasses of swans and other 
game dangle from hooks. 

This symbolic juxtaposition 
(the glittering incorruptibility of 
gold contrasted with the 
putrefaction of the flesh) 
shrewdly epitomises the 
neurosis that drives Jonson's 
hero. His idolatrous fetishising 
of glittering inorganic treasure 
stems from an abnormal dread 
of personal decay and death. 

Ironic, then, that his 
celebrated scam involves him 
pretending to be bedridden and 
dying so as to fleece the 
predatory flatterers who ply 
him with gifts in the hope of 
being made his heir. 

Malcolm Storry delivers 
Jonson’s muscular verse with 
great beauty and intelligence 
but remains a little too ruggedly 
virile for the perverted, ingrown 
atmosphere that Posner has 
rightly created. 

However, Guy Henry is a joy 
as Mosca. the sidekick worm 
that turns. Pretending bo be all 
soulful solicitude with the 
greedy, obsessive dupes, he 
allows a glimpse of casual 
private contempt for them to 
flicker subversively in his eyes. 

When he launches into 
Mosca’s marvellous speech of 
soaring awe at his own devious 
ingenuity, Mr Henry's lanky 
limbs tense and buckle as if 
suppressing a rocket energy 
that would take him through the 
root Not to be missed. 

Pal l Taylor 

Booking: 01 789 293623. A 
version of this review 
appeared in later editions of 
the main section 
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SEEMS only yesterday that 
MchardDreyfuss and Marsha 
Mason were up; there on 
screen cutesfly kvetchmg at 
one another in Neil Simon’s ' 
IheCteodtiyeGirL . .•• - 

Visitors to the Theatre 
Royal -Haymarket now will 
experience a spooky sense of 
d$a vii, for there the? 
again, grousing away with 
undhmnisbed ingratiation, for 
all the world as though they 
have, never laid off in the 
intervening 22 years. This 
time, though, they are starring 
as the central couple in The 
Prisoner of Second Avenue, 
Stooifsl97i stage hil revived 
} with a sore instinct for the 
| tastesofits target aucfienee by 
^■. ^v idThyloc 

I r ^Dreyfoss (grizzled now, but 
I asdlnteydumpy as ever)“and 
Mason. {Still sporting the kind .' 
of adorably bobbed schnozzle 
that looks Eke a nose-job) 
perflcmfltepierewi& ruthless 


THEATRE 

THE PRISONER OF 
SECOND AVENUE 

- THEATRE ROVAL 
HAYMARKET " 
LONDON 

charm and efficiency. What 
with all the flapping; palms -up 
gesticulation they tirelessly 
use to embellish Simon’s 
relentless wisecracks, a visitor 
from outer space might deduce 
that the pair of them were 
primitive precursors of birds 
embarked on the first cack- 
handed efforts at flight But 

then, the wbrile enterprisehas 
an aura of the antique. Given 
that Simon's comedies seem 
superannuated on their orig- 
inal outings, it’s no surprise 
that they have generated a 
thriving revival industry cen- 
tred on the twinkiy names of 
yesteiyeaE It can surely onty 
be a matter of time before 


they exhume George Bums for 
a retread tour of The Sun- 
shine Boys. 

Here, Dreyfoss plays Mel a 
corporate man who suffers a 
nervous breakdown when he’s 
fired. Well I say “nervous 
breakdown”; it would be mere 
accurate to say “pretext for an 
unending string of dyspeptic 
one-liners about the aggrav- 
ations of Newark life” - from 
the noisy German air host- 
esses in the apartment next 
door to the wonky air cond- 
itioning to the complaining 
neighbours overhead who 
twice rudely baptise him with 
a bucket of water 

If you compare Mel with a 
character Eke the depressed, 
childless wife in Terry John- 
son’s Dead Funny, you win get 
the measure of the difference 
between a person whose 
lacerating wit really does 
demonstrate that she is at the 
end of her tether; and a 


dramatic cipher who is under- 
going a nice safe, audience- 
friendly nervous breakdown 
to get mechanical laughs. 

Even at his most purport- 
edly desperate, Mel has suffi- 
cient presence of mind to come 
out with rib-ticklers such as “I 
go to the zoo; the monkeys 
nudge each other and say 
he’s here again.” 

When Mel comments, of the 
feet that he keeps mislaying 
himself, ~1 don’t need thera- 
pists, I need Lost and Found", 
you're inclined to cry out, 
“Baby, what you really need is 
a better dramatist ". It's the 
same when Ms Mason, 
arriving back at the apartment 
to find it burgled, and has a 
brief crying fit that truthfully 
tunes you into the sense of vio- 
lation, only to be instantly 
turned back into a cartoon 
character haplessly searching 
for the whisky and valium the 
thieves have stolen. This is a 



Richard Dreyfiuss and Marsha Mason Geraint Lewis 


para-reality world like Ruri- 
tania. The characters are not 
the Prisoners of Second Av- 
enue or New York or the 
human condition, thev are the 


captives of Neil Simon’s com- 
placently limited talenL 

pml Taylor 

Booking. 017]- 930 SSOO 


A compact comedy of manners 


'SMETEAKA'JGS thriving, tins sea-" 
son. The Bartered Bride bis 
eq(^tvro&^prodtictidns~ 
the . Royal Opera and 
" Gpfcfc North - with Giynde-^ 
bounie’s still in the pipeline. 

[ Scottish Opera’s visually ar- 
Dalibor, in David 
r s; Edinburgh stag- 
Stifoed shoulders with 
EvaCrhanova’s dazzling con- 
tertr^aterihg ofthemythfoal 
Bdte^aaa que^ Ltbuse. " • 
■ ' J .TbS^mare gdodSnfetana : 
tohaailfa K^ffifoexquis- 
ife sequhf- te The Bartered 
Bnd^T^Seae^TheDeanTs 
Wo^ndeveahis marginally 
ponderous TheBrandenburgr 



• Opera 

! THE TWO WIDOWS 

~ : CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
TOURING OPERA 

eremBotemia could aR trans- 
fer wdl to theEn^ish stage. 

: Richard Strauss was an avid 
fan of The Two Widows, cur- 
rently being toured in Gra- 
new production for 
ttetity ofRrnfingham Tour- 
.ing Opera. It’s easy to see why, 
IFsa compact comedy of man- 
'rdfirsi the carter version used 
tere,wfaichadmits spoken <E- 
; afofpte and just four solo roles, 
has shades' of Cost and even 


Arabella ocCopricdo about it 
The cousins, Karolina and 
Aneshka, are vay (Efferent Tb 
theformen “Widowhood is a 
new be ginning " She rwre to 
toe challenge, runs her hus- 
band’s estate, and advocates - 
in a captivating Act I aria de- 
livered with gdenffid aptambby 
Kate Flowers - that living is 
what life is for*. 

. Aneshka, the victim of an 
arran-ged marriage with an 
unloved elderly husband, pro- 
longs her mounting in clerical 
black from a misplaced sense 
of gnffL One keeps expecting 
her; amid shrugs and sighs, to 
echo Yhrya’s line from The 


Cherry Orchard: “If only God 
would help us.” 

Graham Vick’s stylish, eco- 
nomical production looks good, 
thanks to a trimly attractive 
self-standing stage put to- 
gether in the Royal Opera 
House workshops, a simple 
Chekhovian set in pastels, 
neat moves within the con- 
strained acting area, and un- 
fossy lighting. The chorus is 
omitted and the orchestra 
pared to a piano quintet shear- 
ing the arias of Smetana’s vivid 
orchestration but underlining 
the salon intimacy of the piece. 

Christopher Wniis, directing 
from Ok keyboard, occaaonaBy 


allows the piano to protrude, 
but keeps a hold on tempi, 
ritenuti and rubato to the ad- 
vantage of players and singers 
alike. In Act l not just Ladislav. 
the suitor-turned-poacher 
(David Owen) and Mumial. the 
grumpy gamekeeper .'facto- 
tum (Michael Druiett). but all 
four singers tended to overbear 
for the acoustic - audibility is 
crucial - and at some cost to 
colouring and through-line. 

Despite a witty mock-trial, 
even the exquisite cello- led 
quartet initiated by Aneshka 
felt too much tike Verdi, too lit- 
tle like Mozart Rather, it was 
the accompanying quintet 


which underlined the score’s 
delicate shading and variety. 

Act il was uplifting. Bever- 
ley Mills caught the poignancy 
of Aneshka's conflicting mo 
fives with inspired solo singing. 
The upening quintet, Ladis- 
lav's nftstage aria, the girls' 
duct, the letter scene. Karoli- 
na’s tinting. Mumlal's smug 
aria, ami die final quartet all 
caught the wit and fun of 
Emanuel Zungel's libretto, en- 
hanced by Graham Vick's spir- 
ited additional dialogue. 

Roderic DUNNETT 

The lieu Widows' tours until 
29 Man >0121 -246 66 W 


A pianist’s 
progress 


BORIS BEREZOVSKY’ divided 
his charity recital at St John's 
Smith Square on Monday 
between Rachmaninov and 
Chopin. The first half was quite 
simply beyond criticism. 

In the first seven of Rach- 
maninov’s Op23 Preludes. 
Berezovsky commanded all the 
tonal allure and strength you 
dream of in these glamorous 
pieces. It looked effortless, and 
only the perspiration glistening 
on his face when he took his 
bow betrayed the physical effort 
involved. But he didn’t even 
walk off before playing three of 
Rachmaninov's moments 
musicaux - the second in 
which the bewildered, aerial 
chromaticism approaches the 
style of Scriabin; the gloomily 
Slavonic third piece and the 
heroic, ballad-like fourth. 

Berezovsky’s Chopin was 
equally remarkable, though 
Chopin’s emotional complexity 
and fine nervous quality - not 
at all the same as neurotic 
fragility, which he’s sometimes 
accused of - were replaced by 
a masterful, sweeping view of 
each piece. 

In the first scherzo, Bere- 
zovsky reserved his full fury for 
the return of the fast tempo 
after the dreamy middle sec- 
tion. which was so relaxed and 
free it was almost bleary. 

There's no doubt that 
pianists not only learn from 
their predecessors but also 
seek to outdo them. So. work- 


Classical 

BORIS BEREZOVSKY 

ST JOHN S SMITH SQUARE 
LONDON 

MARIA JOAO PIKES 

BARBICAN 

LONDON 

ing his way through a selection 
from Chopin’s Op 10 Studies at 
the end of a demanding 
evening, Berezovsky showed a 
stamina and dexterity that may 
have set a new record. 

A far cry from the recital by 
the Portuguese pianist Maria 
Joao Pires at the Barbican on 
Tuesday. It's a huge place to fill 
and the Barbican could make a 
few experiments to help bring 
the piano sound closer to the 
audience. Pires is not exactly a 
big player, and though she de- 
livered much of Chopin’s F 
minor Fantasy with elegant 
fluency, she risked excessively 
slow tempi in the opening and 
middle sections. Debussy's 
"Pour le Piano" seemed 
effortful and Mozart's A major 
Sonata K331 painstaking, with 
its Turkish rondo finale cut 
down to a modest trot 

I’m probably in a minority in 
finding the evening heavy 
going, for the ovation was 
warm, and while the audience 
responded to Pires’s nun-like 
demeanour with enthusiasm, I 
found it faintly ridiculous. 

ADRIAN JACK 
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Flintlock 
and two 
smoking 
barrels 


P eriod drama is now 
thought to be so cob- 
webbed with cliche 
that most producers 
and directors won't 
try anything histori- 
cal unless they can 
cast it in the image of the Nineties. 
The past now has to pull its weight 
not just in terms of contemporary 
“relevance’', but in language and 
style, too. The prevailing idea seems 
to be that cinema audiences have 
time for the past only if it looks and 
sounds like the present So anachro- 
nism has become the new orthodoxy. 

At one end of the scale you have 
the high comedy of Shakespeare in 
Love, which directs the traffic be- 
tween the 16th century and our own 
with self-conscious erudition and 
wit At the other end. you have Plun- 
kett & Macleane a tale of two 
dandy highwaymen that re-imag- 
ines the mid- 1 8th century as a sort 
of costumed rock video. The direc- 
tor, Jake Scott, whose previous 
credits are in the business of music 
videos, made plain his intentions 
when he decided “to liberate myself 
from being slavish to the history 
books". While certainly no one will 
accuse him of accuracy, this creative 
licence leaves him with a gap to 
fill - what do you put in the place 
of “the history"? 


The Big Picture 



ANTHONY QUINN 

PLUNKETT ft MACLEANE (15) 

DIRECTOR: JAKE SCOTT 
STARRING: ROBERT CARLYLE. 
JONNY LEE MILLER. LIV TYLER. 
KEN STOTT 
101 MINUTES 


The answer turns out to be a 
buddy movie, based on the lives of 
two lesser- known highway desper- 
adoes. Bankrupt James Macleane 
(Jonny Lee Miller; joins felonious 
forces with Will Plunkett (Robert 
Carlyle) while in Newgate prison, 
and once released they launch a cun- 
ning plan. With Plunkett's money. 
Macleane will don the habiliments 
of a London gentleman, insinuate 
himself into high society and iden- 
tify those grandees most suitable for 
robbery. Notoriety quickly follows. 


and since movie outlaws also require 
an implacable adversary, here 
comes Thief-Taker General Chance 
(Ken Stott), a shaven-headed sadist 
with a punitive line in dentistry Hie 
film-makers aren't going to leave us 
puzzling over whom we should be 
rooting foe EvenifMadeane is a dis- 
solute coxcomb and Plunkett a chip- 
py ruffian, they're glamorous rogues 
in the mould of Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid; they do their work 
with such charm, we're meant to 
think it an honour to be robbed by 
them. There’s even afeisty btoebtood 
named Rebecca (Liv Tyler) to take 
on the Katharine Ross chick-in-the- 
middle role. 

The pity of it is that, having es- 
tablished its pistol-toting heroes, the 
film hasn’t much of a due what to 
do with them. Scott and his design 
team have put some effort into con- 
juring the Hogarthian grime and cor- 
ruption of London - nobody seems 
to have taken a bath since the first 
Jacobite rebellion - but it still has 
the look of an 18th- century theme- 
park. Pot scenes of bustling street 
life, cue a co ckfigh t, a passing sedan 
chair and a cast of snaggle-toothed 
extras. For scenes of beau-monde 
extravagance, cue swarms of pow- 
dered popinjays not seen in such 
looming close-up since The 
Draughtsman's Contract One of the 



Robert Carlyle and Jonny Lee Miller, having established its heroes, the film unfortunately has no clue as to what to do with them 


big set-pieces is a sodety ball at 
which Madeane must engage the at- 
tentions of a woman “as rich as she 
is horny" - the locution is typical I'm 
afraid - though here as elsewhere 
credulity is affronted by the decision 
to overlay the action with a thump- 
ing techno sound-track. I suppose 
somebody fancied this to be a dar- 
ing juxtaposition of styles. 

The same desire to be up^to-the- 
minute even influences the one as- 
pect of costume drama you’d expect 
any film to get right - the costume. 
When the society rake Lord 
Rochester (Alan Cumming. in a 
supremely annoying performance) 
appears wearing what is plainly a 
Philip TVeacy hat, you sigh wearily at 
one more snook being cocked at 
fuddy-duddy convention. This is ar- 


rant modishness. I kept being re- 
minded of another recent debut. 
Lock, Stock and Tu?o Smoking Bar- 
rels , in which Guv Ritchie used h is 
tr ainin g in commercials to deliver a 
flashy MTV version of a London 
gangland picture. The difference is 
that Ritchie had the good sense not 
to let his adman’s instincts run away 
with him; the farcical plot whipped 
by so quickly you barely registered 
tile flirasiness of the construction. 

Jake Scott, on the other hand, is 
less adept at concealing his com- 
mercial background and indulges 
the magpie sensibility with some 
recklessness. He’s something of a 
highwayman himself in the way he 
steals from other movies; Peter 
Greenaway is a favourite, though you 
may spot bits of Frankenstein. Bon- 


nie and Clyde Tom Jones and The 
Thirty-Nine Steps, Tins isn’t a crime 
for a film-maker - even Welles stole 
- but in the case of Plunkett & 
Macleane you never sense that any- 
thing much underpins the borrow- 
ings. Everything has been designed 
to within an inch of its fife, and noth- 
ing thought through. 

like his father, Scott exhibits a 
flair for composition without con- 
vincing us that he has the intelli- 
gence to back it up. He has been 
spectacularly let down by the script, 
which took no fewer than three 
people to write. “What rhymes with 
Rebecca?" Madeane asks. “Pecker" 
replies Plunkett. That’s about the 
standard. 

Even if the screenplay had been 
up to snuff, Robert Carlyle and 


Jonny Lee Miller are not naturally 
comic talents. The bantam aggres- 
sion of the one and the sculpted 
handsomeness of the other have 
been used to good effect before; here 
they’re required to do little more 
than look athletic and point their 
horses the right way. Nothing in the 
movie is sillier than the scene in 
which they rob the guests at a wed- ^ 
ding banquet and exit to the pic- ^ 
turesque accompaniment of 
fireworks. Disbelief, at first sus- 
pended, starts twisting on the gal- 
lows long before the end. So much 
effort for the sake of flash and dash. 
This thing stands, just about, but it 
doesn't deliver. 

Jake Scott is interviewed on 
page 12 


M r \ 7 * 

iiU ^ ^ 


ALSO SHOWING 

The Night of the Hums? Charles Laughton (12) ■ Blast from toe Ppst Hugh Wilson (12) ■ beyond Silence Caroline Link (12) ■ tea with Mussolini franco Zeffirelli (PG) 


FIRST REVILED on its release 
in 1955, The Night of die Hunter 
has since been embraced, 
rightly, as one of the greatest of 
all American films. How to ex- 
plain its lyrical strangeness? It 
was a one-off for both its di- 
rector, Charles Laughton, and 
its stac Robert Mitchura, whose 
performance as a deranged 
evangelist preacher was spook- 
ify different from his traditional 
tough-guy persona. Adapted 
from a novel by Davis Cnibb, 
the film is pitched somewhere 
between a Depression fable 
and a black fairytale, and 
touches on subjects still at the 
heart of contemporary cinema: 
innocence, childhood, murder, 
sexual repression, and the mys- 
tery of good and eviL 

Set in Thirties Ohio, it con- 
cerns the fate of two children. 
Pearl and her older brother 
John, who are made privy to the 
whereabouts of the $10,000 
their father stole just before his 
arrest and execution. His feck- 
less widow (Shelley Winters) is 


then ensnared by the itinerant 
preacher, Harry Powell who 
tries to intimidate her children 
into telling him where the loot 
is. When their mother suddenly 
“disappears", brother and sis- 
ter escape downriver on a skiff, 
with Powell in relentless pur- 
suit And. just as this children’s 
story has a bogeyman, it also 
has a fairy godmother in the 
kindly old woman (Lillian Gish) 
who offers them a home. 

The film critic James Agee 
wrote the script (Laughton ap- 
parently rewrote it), though 
far more notable is Stanley 
Cortez's eerie black and white 
photography. There are im- 
ages here that amaze and hor- 
rify - a drowned woman's hair 
waving in languid unison with 
the weeds; the preacher, 
mounted and singing, silhou- 
etted against a horizon; and, the 
stuff of nightmares this, his 
hands reaching to grasp the 
children as he pursues them up 
the cellar steps. As David 
Thomson has remarked, one 


feels relieved not to have seen 
this film as a child— it could scar 
you for life. 

Yet childhood and its private 
accommodations are the cen- 
tral current here. “Children 
are humanity's strongest -they 
abide," says the old woman. 
Strongest, and strangest, too. 
Why does John swoon in dis- 
tress when troopers arrest 
Powell? And why does he then 
refuse to identify the killer in 
court? There are puzzles within 
The Night cf the Hunter that 
defy elucidation, as it should be 
with any great work of art. 
That it was a failure in its day 
ensured that Laughton never 
got to direct another film. Let’s 
be grateful that the only one he 
(fid make is a masterpiece. 

Blast From The Past puts 
the idea of PleasanlvUle in re- 
verse. It’s 1962. and cominced 
that Cuban missiles are about 
to launch the apocalypse, a 
paranoid Californian professor 
(Christopher Walken) rushes 
his pregnant wife (Sissy 



Cher and Ufy Tomlin in ‘Tea with Mussolini’ 


Spacek) into a vast bomb shel- 
ter stocked, with all mod cons 
and a lifetime’s supply of frozen 
food. When a plane crashes on 
top of their house, the prof 
believes it's a nuclear strike and 


seals the shelter locks for 35 
years. Marooned within this 
hermetic bunker, their son 
Adam grows up to be a strap- 
ping young man with perfect 
manners, good French and a 


suave dance technique which 
he has picked up from his par- 
ents’ swing records. 

He’s also completely guile- 
less, so when he emerges blink- 
fog into the sunshine of present 
day LA for the first time in his 
life, we’re all set for another 
fish-out-of-water comedy. As 
played by Brendan Fraser, 
Adam's a puppyish naive in 
search of a wife, so naturally the 
first woman he meets is called 
Eve (Alicia Siiverstone). who 
can’t figure out how somebody 
this handsome can also be so 
courteous and decent 

Even if the picture slumps in 
the last third, there are terrific 
laughs along the way. Adam’s 
saucer-eyed delight with the 
modem world - colour teUyi a 
computer in the home! - recalls 
something of Tom Hanks' win- 
ning naivety in Big. and his 
retro-swing hoofing at a trendy 
nightspot is so ecstatically per- 
formed as to be funny and 
touching all at once. Director 
Hugh Wilson settles for easy 


options when things threaten to 
become complicated, but Bren- 
dan Fraser has a wit and wist- 
fulness that keep you on the 
film’s side. 

Caroline Link’s Beyond Si- 
lence is a family drama about 
a daughter’s faltering steps 
towards independence. Nothing 
new there - except in the case 
of Lara (Sylvie Testud) her 
parents are deal and she is 
their cherished intermediary 
with the outside world. This can 
mean helping them negotiate 
with their bank manager or, 
rather more cutely, translating 
her teacher’s critical report. 
Lara’s close relationship with 
her father (Howie Seago) is put 
to the test when the birthday 
present of a clarinet from her 
affectionate but controlling 
aunt draws her away from 
home, leaving him more iso- 
lated than ever. The last film l 
saw that combined deafness 
and musical talent was the ex- 
cruciating Mr Holland's Opus, 
and I feared a similar drift 


here, 'ftt Beyond Silence prizes 
subtlety and restraint over 
schmaltz, examining the cross- 
currents of familial tension and 
guilt with a beady yet compas- 
sionate eye. It deserves every 
success. 

Is Franco Zeffirelli trying to 
do Merchant-Ivory out of a job? 
Tea With Mussolini is straight 
from the school of cream linen 
and tea on the terrace, with a 
fearsome trio of English grande 
dames - Maggie Smith. Judi 
Dench. Joan Plowright - lead- 
ing an expat clique through the 
perils of wartime Tuscany. Cher 
and Lily Tomlin hold up the 
American end. Zeffirelli doesn’t 
direct so much as preside, 
while John Mortimer's script is 
a soft pillow of tweeness and 
whimsy on which to lay your 
head. Yes, Florence looks beau- 
tiful but you’d have to be pretty 
inept to make it look anything 
else. Difficult to work up a 
response to a film as compla- 
cent as this, though mili tan t 
boredom worked for me. 
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A lly Sheedywas never a happy 
bratpacker. She may have 
been in some seminal Holly- 
wood teen films of the mid- 
Eighties - as Sean Penn's 
girlfriend in Bad Boys U983), 
as a basketcase in The Breakfast Club 
(1985) and part of a steamy love-triangle 
in St Elmo’s Fire (1985) - but she largely 
spumed any association with the snotty but 
determined partying of the bratpack mob. 

Within a few years she had sunk with- 
out trace. As £knfih> Estevez, Rob Lowe and 
especially Demi Moore went on to bigger 
things, Ally Sheedy couldn’t even get an 
audition. There followed stories of de- 
pression, sarky comments about her peer 
group, addiction to prescription painkillers, 
a book of poetry... That’s how bad it was. 

Now she’s b^kfrxim a career coma with 
a clutch of awards for her role in lisa 
Cholodenko’s hugely praised, stylish debut 
feature High Art, which opens the London 
Lesbian and Gay Festival next week, and 
for which she has won an “Indy Oscar” - 
the Independent Spirit Award for Best ac- 
tress. Who would have thought that the daft 
freckly hid from The BreakfostChib - who 
in one famous scene scatters her dandruff 
over a schoolbook page so it looks like snow 
- would find the ultra-chic role she was 
bom for as a moody, thirtysome thing les- 
bian photographer? 

Of course, she's an old hand at this 
game: Sheeny is about to become famous 
for the third time in as many decades. She 
was born in 1962, and became something 
of a child star By the age of six she was 
dancing at the Lincoln Centra - with the 
American Ballet Theatre, and by 12 had 
written a set of cute best-selling children's 
books called She Wa s Nice to Mice. Just 
into her teens she was writing features for 
The New York Times and Village Voice. 
Then, on completing high school, she 
moved to LA to become an actress. After 
onty two years at the University of Cali- 


fornia’s drama department she started 
landing feature castings. One of her most 
memorable was as Matthew Brodericks 
girlfriend in War Games. 

“It’s a fallacy about the bratpack 
lifestyle,” Sheedy told me on a visit to Lon- 
don a few months ago. “It never existed - 
it was the idea of some journalist, and it 
was a collusion staged only with the boys.” 

So those nasty stories of Ally being 
something of a wallflower were unfounded? 
Not really. She didn’t drink, for starters and, 
as the daughter of New York intellectuals, 
was repulsed by the laddish atmosphere 
when Penn, Estevez and their ilk got to- 
gether Even though she was romantically 
linked to Rob Lowe, she scorned nights out 
with the boys. “Did I go?" she exclaims, 
tersely but expertly dragging an inch of ash 
off her cigarette at the very though L“W?io’d 
uxmnagor 

Her career crashed in 1987 with a 
_ string of duds; she managed to eke out a 
' living with dozens of soul-destntying TV 
movies while at the same time getting in 
a worse and worse psychological fix. The 
bratpackers stopped returning her phone 
calls, and she grew anorexic and addict- 
ed to prescription medication. Insensitive 
publicity surrounding her eating disorders 
pushed her further into her shell. 

T was very depressed by 1991," she teDs 
me. Even now she’s thin and nervy as a 
whippet She never quite relaxes, despite 
occasional nervous releases of laugh tec 
The am aring trademark mouth with its 
edges turned down is mesmerising. “I felt 
lika a pariah and couldn't even get an aud- 
ition, not even the chance to read,” she re- 
calls, without self-pity. “This went on for 
years and Td do workshops and keep ray- 
self occupied, but often I just thought I 

should gn hark tn srhn rvl and hprnnp a vp!” 

She found solace in an unusual place. 
“This sounds corny and weird but I had this 
framed motto in my bathroom and I just 
kept reading it” she says. “It said: ‘Half the 



From absolute low to TBQgh Art”: Hollywood outsider Ally Sheedy at last has a film to suit her maverick status 


battle is being able to take the punishment’ 
I thought, ! had some very early success 
and now I’m faking the punishment'*' 
Small things got her through. One of 
them was an audience with Robert Altman 
after she had seen his movie Vincent and 
Theo and somehow homed In on his sur- 
vivor vibes. A mutual friend contacted the 
venerable old rebel and be called her up 
and invited her over. He wasn’t quite 
sure who this narrow-hipped, miserable 
actress was but he entirety sympathised 
with her feeling of being crushed, over- 
looked and unappreciated **1 told him I was 
so depressed about work - and he replied 
that it was like this for everybody: and that 
I had to get out of LA to preserve my- san- 
ity." She did. She went back to New York 


and got married and had a daughter. 

Her flight from Hollywood didn’t quite 
bottom out till she was finally sacked by 
her own agent From this absolute low 
point came redemption: a year later she 
was called out of the blue by Rhada 
Mitchell’s agent who started telling her 
about a film being developed by a young 
director, Lisa Cholodenko. It was called 
High Art and the script had the force of a 
revelation. “I had waited 10 years for a part 
like that to come along," Ally recalls. She 
knew she could act the role of Lucy 
Berliner, a melancholy arthouse photo- 
grapher who is coaxed from reclusive sta- 
tus by the ambitions of a pretty, sexually 
ambivalent journalist played by RJhada. 

"Lucy's entire emotional life makes 


sense tome," says Ally. “It fits like a glove.” 
Despite growing up in the Valley during 
the Eighties, fjsa Cholodenko had not seen 
anyofSbeedy’s teen films. Yet she cast All}' 
immediately after her audition was over. 
The actress had no problems with the les- 
bian role mainly because her mother, the 
63-year-old literary agent Charlotte Sheedy 
is an “out" lesbian hersell "Mora didn't sit 
me down and teE me she was a lesbian until 
I was 18," says Alty. “But the feet of the mat- 
ter is, being who i am, 1 knew about it way. 
way before. I grew up in Upper East Side 
Manhattan in the Seventies and it would 
never have occurred to me to judge people 
in terms of sexual orientation. I never dis- 
covered that there were restrictive ways 
of seeing the world until I was 20 and start- 


Nevdle Elder 

ed giving interviews to people from Iowa.” 

‘Tve checked it out,” is what Sheedy 
teasingty told Out magazine on the subject 
of lesbianism, but otherwise she is happily 
straight So what does her mother make 
of High Art ? “She’s seen It four times,” 
Sheeify says, “and she's never seen any- 
thing Tve done four times." 

Sheedy has three more movies in post- 
production (she admits to extraordinary 
energy levels) and has recently finished 
a novel that is a heartfelt sliver of biog- 
raphy disguised as charming allegory. “It’s 
been rejected by one publisher but I’m 
used to rejection It’s about a dog called 
Betty who becomes an actress in Holly- 
wood, but doesn’t want to play just dog 
roles." Touche. 


How to beat the rap 

Saul Williams is a street poet and star of the tough US independent film 
Slam. But can his rhymes bring peace to the city? By Maya Jaggi 
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SAUL WILLIAMS spent his 25th 
birthday in Washington DC jail 
- not as an inmate but as an 
actor and poet filming Slam, 
one of the most potent 
American independent films of 
recent years. “It was my first 
day in DC prison," he says. "By 
the age of 25, a quarter of 
black men in the States are ei- 
ther foari or locked up, so the 
day I beat those statistics, 
there I was - to do research. It 
was surreal to meet my peers 
and know I was seconds away 
from me being them, or them 
being me." 

Williams stars as Raymond 
(Bay) Joshua, a street poet and 
petty drug dealer; whose flight 
from a gang-shooting with a 
quarter of a pound of marijua- 
na in his pocket plunges him 
from the frying pan of the Unit- 
ed States' capital's housing 
projects' to the hellfire of its 
criminal justice system. The 
title, puns on “the slammer" 
and “slamming" - the electri- 
fying performance-poetry con- 
tests sweeping across America 

that hint at Bay’s salvation. 
The first fiction feature by 

the accomplished documen- 
tary film-maker Marc Levin, 
the story was .inspired by 
Williams’s winning perfor- 
mance in the annual grand 
slam at Newark’s Nuyorican 
Cafe in 1996. By the time the 
actor went to audition, “they 
had footage of me performing 
afcross the country like Fd 
been stalked”; he laughs. 





Saul W illiams : This film was to combat the bullshit' 


Williams, who wrote all Ray’s 
poetry (but for a freestyle duet 
with a real prisoner in the 
neighbouring cell - “17 years 
old and serving 75 to life") 
sees the “underground poetry 
scene” as heir to hip-hop, the 
vibrant African-American 
street culture whose audience 
it often shares. 

Butits influences are wider 
“Fm not a hip-hop poet,” he 
says firmly Tfipiop is a rhyth- 
mic derivative of poetry. 
Whereas spoken-word, slam 
poetry performance poetry is 
poetry in the traditional sense 
- paying attention to metre. 


stanza. Most of us were raised 
on hip-hop and lyricism. But 
if hip-hop is the child of poet- 
ry after a while you think, 
wow, I'd like to meet your par- 
ents - like Walt Whitman and 
Shakespeare." 

Through Slam’s realism 
Williams is also hoping to de- 
bunk the pseudo-glamour of 
gangsta rap. Shot in nine days 
-seven in the prison -the film 
used real prisoners and 
guards. Williams’s first im- 
pression was of a slaveship. 
“People asked, ‘did you screen 
out the white prisoners?’ No: 
there are no white prisoners in 


DC jail, despite the corrupt 
politicians and their often 
delinquent kids.” He adds: 
“The first three days were the 
most depressing - there was no 
poetry' in those grey walls. I see 
reciting poems as incantations, 
spells; they affect you whether 
you realise it or not I’ve read 
in museums, churches, and 
loved the way it vibrated. But 
in prison there was no acoustic 
vibration; it was like still water. 
You could lose your voice try- 
ing to project in that place - 
which is a hell of a metaphor." 

SHI only 26, Williams admits 
the film's success has been 
slightly overwhelming. "You’re 
put in a position to figurehead 
this thing, and it changes your 
life,” he says. 

Scornful of many of the 
offers now’ flooding his way, he 
says: “A film gets popular in fes- 
tivals, and Hollywood says, 
Great: here’s money to play an- 
other drug dealer'. Like, wow, 
I get to play next to Whoopi 
Goldberg, or whatever It's bull- 
shit And the point of this film 
was to combat the bullshit". 

He remains hopefuL how- 
ever, convinced that Slam will 
plant “little seeds". “When a 
rapper like Coolio gets on na- 
tional television after seeing 
Slam and says, tyo, I saw this 
film and I wanted to recite a 
poem’ - if we can get just two 
rappers not to play a part in the 
fiicked-up programming of 
young people’s mind-states - 
then Hose are the little seeds." 
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Scott of 
the arch 
antics 


[ Jake Scott, son of Ridley, has just 
made his first feature film, Plunkett 
| & Macleane. It’s MTV meets 

The Scarlet Pimpernel. But that 
wasn’t the plan. By Glyn Brown 


T his week Plunkett 
& Macleane comes 
thundering its way 
to a cinema near 
you, full of Seventh 
Cavalry charge mo- 
ments that had the 
’udience I was with roaring de- 
khtedly at the screen. I mention this 
*T the director a slight 33-year-old 
h a camouflage T-shirt and chinos, 
Vid he smiles ruefully. 

‘ “Good," he says. “That's good.” 

• Jake Scott is hunkered on a 
ettee in his office, waiting to see 
"here this is going. He knows that, 
•henever his name is mentioned, it 
dll be followed by the fact that he's 
ae son of Ridley LAlien, Blade 
lunner) and nephew of Tony (3bp 
fun. True Romance ). The Scotts 
re just about the only cinematic 
ynasty the UK has. and this gen- 
rates expectations, as well as irri- 
jtion in the envious world of 
lovie-malting. And Jake’s admits 
lat doors that might be locked to 
thers have opened for him, though 
is ddbut was made not for his fr- 
ier's company but with the Poty- 
ram-owned Working Title: 

The picture that resulted is a 
peedy swashbuckler, a crowd- 
leaser, not a brain-teaser. As with 
ny newcomer lucky enough to be 
iven a budget and great actors 
Robert Carlyle is Plunkett Jonny 
«e Miller plays Madeane, Liviyter 
nd the redoubtable Ken Stott are 
1 there, too), Jake had to recoup the 
loney invested, which meant fri- 
lling certain commercial require- 
lents. Fbr example, much of the 
lusic is upbeat funky house, a 
ome-on for the Nineties audience, 
•az Luhnnanrfs acd aimed Romeo 
Juliet pulled a similar time-dash 
■ick, but had Shakespeare on its 
ide. And even Jake's fathe'r had 
implaints. Jake was called up -by 
idley, a man famous for having the 
erve to underlight his work ilast 
:enes of Alien: unrelieved shadow) 
ad told: “It's much too dark." 

Jake roars with laughter at this 
oint “I said: Tt's not too dark. Dad. 
du just got old’." 

Still, it all means the boy is sitting 
ere beating himself up over what 
lakes a good first film. 

“What I was trying to do was 


make a punk movie, something 
anarchic, as well as wildly anachro- 
nistic" He sighs. “Listen. I know the 
thing has its problems. But it's not 
a deep human drama. It's a romp, 
it’s a western -highwaymen are our 
native cowboys. I love cinema and 
I wanted to make something really 
cinematic, and I think I achieved 
that Yeah, I want to make The Thin 
Red Line one day, or Ni 1 By Mouth. 
But I couldn't have managed it as a 
first feature, and that's the truth." 

If he sounds defensive, it may be 
because something closer to those 
is what Scott originally had in mind. 
The music he'd planned was a far ay 
from the current hip-hop soundtrack. 

Td started working with Nick 
Cave. .. We wanted to use an out of 
tune violin stringed with catgut, 
penny whistles, the bodhran and dis- 
torted electric guitar Cave has fant- 
astic Gothic melodrama, and exactly 
the right folklore touch - the blood 
on her dress, the moonlight 

“But Working Title began to feel 
they were spending $15m (£9m) on 
an art movie, which is when I re- 
alised I had a responsibility. I was 
persuaded to change my mind." He 
looks at his feet and shrugs. 
“They’re probably right, Nick Cave 
doesn’t have mass appeal. So I met 
with Craig Armstrong, whose work 
I love (Armstrong has written for 
Massive Attack, and collaborated on 
the Romeo & Juliet soundtrack). 
Now the tone is lighter; and people 
have a good time. But the whole 
thing was a powerful lesson.” 

Rumours remain rife about head- 
to-head confrontations between the 
director and big-shot producer Eric 
Fellner. “I was a pain in the arse for 
him. You'd hear us in the editing 
room at Goldcrest on Dean Street 
- shouts of: ‘FYick you, man!*" 

Stin, Scott is a modest fellow, and 
concerned not to seem to be belly- 
aching. He tugs at his beard. 

“There were battles, but that’s the 
world you’re in. Fm grateful I was 
given this opportunity." 

It wouMnt necessarily have come 
automatically, though people tend to 
think otherwise. Jake's parents sep- 
arated when he was six. He and his 
siblings were brought up by Ridley, 
who remarried Rather and son 
sound like hard work but their com- 



Jake Scott 1 love cinema. I wanted to make something really cinematic and I achieved that* 


mon ground was a love of celluloid 

“I was expelled from public 
school fer all-round bad behaviour. 
I wasn't academic, and I wanted to 
get on with working in film - I 
thought of Chaucer as Bergman’s 
Seventh SeaLT 

Ridley wasn’t blameless here, 
having given Jake a walk-era in The 
Duellists in 1977; a little laten he let 
Jake appear in Alien. (“All the wide 
shots when the crew leave the 
Nostromo and go inside the alien 
spacecraft were us kids.") 

Scott senior set exacting stan- 
dards by example. “He's from the 
north of England and he's got a 
strong work ethic; it didn’t matter 
what we did as long as we applied 
ourselves. Sometimes he didn’t think 
I was doing that He’d say to me - 1 
was a punk, and I dressed quite out- 
landishty I suppose -he’d look at me 


and say (slight sneer): ‘Man, you 
sure do dress famous.’ My family’s 
all very competitive. Dad doesn't 
offer compliments, either You do 
something good and he’ll go: Yeah, 
it's all right' " 

Jake stirs his coffee. “But he 
never stood in my way. Never forced 
h is opinions on me. He’s a man who 
leaves you alone to figure things out 
but if I ask, he’U give advice. I 
showed him a post-production cut of 
Plunkett and he suggested things, 
rm very lucky. I tried all of his ideas. 
Some worked and some didn't” 

Jake may be speaking like a guy 
with limited experience; in fact he 
spent years making award-winning 
ads before turning to award- winning 
rock videos (for REM, U2. the 
Stones, The Verve). 

He has homes in London, New 
York and LA, which is where he's 


principally based with his French 
girlfriend and their baby daughter. 
He's intelligent and humorous and 
spends 15 minutes of his interview 
time talking about the situation in 
Kosovo. Returning to the matter at 
hand, he lets me in on his initial 
paralysis around actors he admires. 

“The first day I directed a scene 
with Ken Stott I was absolutely ter- 
rified. Did you see him in the West 
End in Art? God he’s brilliant. So 
you're standing on the set and 
you’re, like, really prepared" He 
demonstrates teeth -gritted tensioa 
“And Ken said quietly: ‘It's all right 
Jake. Don't worry, it's all right’." 

Jake Scott will probably worry 
anyway. But that’s not a bad sign 
at ail 

• Plunkett & Macleane' is reviewed 
on page 10 


The man who 
knew the score 

Bernard Herrmann, comp oser for Citizen^ 
Kane . . Psycho and Taxi Driver is cele brated 
in a new exhibition. By Hettie Judah 



DOUGLAS GORDON is probably 
best known for 24 Hour Psycho, a 
vast projection of Hitchcock’s film, 
slowed down to last a whole day. By 
slowing the film down Gordon also 
silenced it removing not only the 
dialogue but also the famous 
sound-trade, written by Hitchcock’s 
most important musical collabor- 
ator, Bernard Herrmann. The 
director himself once described the 
music as making up 33 per cent of 
the movie’s effect Herrmann, typ- 
ically, disagreed “[Hitchcock] only 
finishes a picture 60 per cent I have 
to finish it off for him." 

For his first London show since 
winning the Turner prize in 1996, 
Gordon is redressing the balance 
and focusing instead on a Herr- 
mann score; this time Vertigo. Gor- 
don insists that the return to a 
Hitchcock/ Herrmann collaboration 
is purely coincidental he knew 
that he wanted to work with a 
sound-track; be just didn't know 
which one. 

“In the end it boiled down to the 
sound-track for The Robe or that for 
Vertigo,” explains Gordon. “I would 
let people hear one piece of music 
and ask them who they thought the 
composer was. Particularly with 
Vertigo, it was dear that if people 
didn’t know who the composer 
was. they certainty knew that it was 
from a film scone. It is almost like 
the generic film sound of that 
period; in the way that John 
Williams is for the Eighties." 

From Citizen Kane to Taxi Dri- 
ver, Herrmann has scored some of 
the most important films of the 
century and provided probably the 
most catchy flashes of sound in pop- 
ular culture; think eerie and his 
theme from The Twilight Zone 
will pop into your head; think of ter- 
ror and you bear the screaming vio- 
lin from the Psycho shower scene. 

Bom in 1911 to a family of East 
European, New York Jews. Herr- 
mann was voracious in every 
direction, consuming books, scores 
and debating partners with equal 
relish. While his tremendous liter- 
ary knowledge gave him a re- 
markable faculty for analysis when 
working on a film, his physical ap- 
pearance was more cartoon Amer- 
ican gangster - large, overcoated 
and fain tty shambolic. Early on. one 
of his friends noted that “if he had 
become an angel [Bemie] would 
have had soup stains on his vest 
after the first lunch". 

After an early stint with a group 
of young New York composers, fol- 
lowing in the brilliant trail of Aaron 
Copland, Herrmann figured that 
the future of music lay with broad- 
casting and decided to follow it 
there. As a radio composer for CBS. 
he encountered a bumptious, if bril- 
liant, 23-year-old actor called Orson 
Welles, with whom he collaborated 
on dramatic live presentations, 
culminating in the infamous War erf 
the Worlds broadcast Both Her- 
rmann and WeUes were thrilled 
with the havoc they created, and 
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when Welles started work on Cit- 
izen Kane, Herrmann came on 
board to do the sound-track. 

The Kane score was revolution- 
ary; Herrmann worked on the pro- 
ject from the start, and fee score, 
Kfcp fee film, fits together Urea jig- 
saw puzzle, using short bridges 
and motifs instead of a grand, 
swe ep in g, melodic style. Through 

Herrmann's use of leitmotif it is pos- 
sible for the attentive viewertoiden- 
tify Rosebud right from the start 

The score for Vertigo was also 
heavily influenced by Wagner, in 
this case, specifically by Tristan 
and Isolde. It has been said that, 
unlike Hitchcock, Herrmann saw 
Vertigo predominantly as a love 
story and considered the casting of 
James Stewart a mistake, also 
suggesting that the Him would 
have been better set in sultry New 
Orleans instead of San Francisco 
(as Brian De Palma did with his up- 
dated version of the story, Obses- 
sion, also scored by Hemnann). 

Herrmann worked with Hitch- 
cock on his next two, and most suc- 
cessful films; Psycho and The 
Birds, but their relationship disin- 
tegrated as fee director began to 
demand more upbeat pop scores, 
hoping to draw in a new audience. 
The composer’s reaction was pre- 
dictably violent; a note from Hitch- 
cock at the time implored: “Please 
co-operate and do not bully me." 
Herrmann's refusal to write pop 
and jazz scores, combined with his 
irascible nature, put an end to his 
career until his popularity was re- 
vived by a new generation of film- 
makers; Ituffaut, De Palma, and 
finally Scorsese. 

Vilified first for following a com- 
mercial path into broadcast music, 
and later Cor refusing to pen irrelev- 
ant but hummable tunes, Herr- 
mann never lost his belief that film 
was a great art, constructed like a 
mosaic from its various elements. 
Ashe said ina 1973 lecture: "I don’t 
know why, today, a film has to cost 
54m to push a record costing 70 
cents, but it does... Cinema is only 
one thing: an illusion of many arts 
working together. The minute one 
aspect begins to dominate and 
subordinate everything else to it, 
the film is doomed." 

•Feature Film Douglas Gordon 
with James Conlan at the Atlantis 
Gallery, Brick Lane, London El 
From 1 April 
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Double bill 

BILL CONDON. DIRECTOR OF CODS AND MONSTERS’. ON HIS IDEAL CINEMATIC PAIRING 


CRUEL INTENTIONS 

(ROGER KUMBLE. 1999, 
AS YET UNRELEASED IN 
BRITAIN) 

DANGEROUS LIAISONS 

(STEPHEN FREARS, 1988) 

HOW FAR our film culture 
has progressed can be 
illustrated by a comparison 
of these two movies. I 
suffered Cruel Intentions, 
fee modern-day remake of 
Dangerous Liaisons 
recently, and I would love to 


see it back-to-back with 
Stephen Frears’ version. It 
would be fun: it might also 
make you want to slash 
your wrists. 

The new adaptation is 
shocking. It represents a 
cynical attitude to film- 
making, which harbours the 
belief that you can take any 
old story and set it among 
young teenagers. Why? 'Die 
actors are less expensive 
and the films can make lots 
of money. 


The young woman who 
plays Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer on the TV show of 
that name, Sarah Michelle 
Cellar is the Glenn Close 
character, and Ryan 
Phillippe plays the 
Malkovich character. 

It is an inept teen flick 
Scream and / Know What 
You Did Last Summer are 
fun and well-written. And 
kids have always acted in 
horror movies. But Cruel 
Intentions is vour worst 


nightmare of a high-sebool 
production. 

In film culture, it’s alright 
to let the woman be evil 
incarnate. The Glenn Close 
character remains 
monstrous, while John 
Malkovich's character 
becomes far more 
sympathetic. Close's 
comeuppance is an unlikely 
scene; she is speaking at the 
funeral and a copy of her 
diary is circulated, revealing 
that she is a bitch and a 


coke-head. It’s amazingly 
ham. 

I surprise myself with 
how much I adore Frears’ 
film. It has amazing 
restraint and stunning 
performances. It’s also 
interesting to see the young 
actors play the parts in the 
remake: the girl doesn’t 
bother at alL but the 
Valmont character steals 
Malkovich's line-readings. 

interview by 

Jennifer Rodger 


Robert Hanks 
on Television 


k 



‘Hunting Venus’ 
demonstrated how 
nostalgia lends 
cheap music 
a potency that 
elevates our 
personal tragedies 
over world events 


A OSCAR WINNER! HIST \!) \l*Ti;il Sl lllMl'I ll - Hill I'flndoii 


S WINNER? GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD $BAFTA NOMINATION - BEST SUPPORTI NG ACTRESS 
WINNER! 4 BEST AC TOR AWARDS WINNER! 3 INDEPENDENT SPIRIT AWARDS 
WINNER? OVER 20 IftTEItN.VriONAL AWAIUISI “ 


"SHOULD BE SEEN BY EVERYONE WHO LOVES MOVIES 

(AN McKEUEN GIVES THE PERFORMANCE Of A UFETIME.Just a delight* xwohankoss-tkemrisjk ' 

"IT'S ONE OF THE BEST TINSELTOWN MOVIES FOR YEARS" ossavR 
"SUBLJME...THE PERFORMANCES ARE A KNOCKOUT"^ ox Sunday 
"A pleasure to watch' mtm "A magnificent work of art" hew yok observe* 

"A wonderful film' the times 'Monstrously enjoyable' imcui 

v ian McKellen • brendan fraser • lynn redgrave 
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I t is a common assumption 
that emotions have no 
place at wait After all, 
they are the messy, effem- 
inate counterpoint to logic 
and objectivity. They can 
get people all worked 
and then who knows where their 
tithe and energy will go? Wrong. 
Research shows that emotions - 
property managed -can drive trust, 
loyalty and commitment and many 
o£ the greatest productivity gains, in- 
novations and accomplishments. 
Which is why; from the middle of this 
month, employers will have a new 
way ofgaugbg justhow emotionally 
intelligent yon really are. 

In fcct, there’s littie new about this 
theory. “Emotional intelligence” be- 
came a buzz phrase after the pub- 
lication three years ago of Daniel 
Goleman’s book Emotional hUe&r 
gence. But since then it*s g r o w n fr o m 
strength to strength; with the result 
‘ that businesses place a higher value 
than ever on “people skills” such as 
interpersonal and communications 
capabilities. Out “emotional quo- 
tient” - ox; as Goleman raTla it, 
“EQ”-has become the h uman re- 
sources expert’s Holy Gradl 
It is EQ, in fact, which is used to 
explain why some highly intelli- 
gent, hi^ily skilled people promoted 
into senior potions fail miserably, 
while others with solid yet far from 
eri za on finaiy faa taBectuaJ skills soar 
Star without emotional intelligence, 
you’ll never make a good leaden a 
number of studies claim And in 
some cases EQ may even outweigh 
vocational arid Tnfell pn tnal gbiTls 
Latest evidence of this comes 
from Henley Management College 
where a study of mare than 100 man- 
agers has been used to identify the 
core dements that main* up emo- 
tional mteffigence. The findings are 
the hasfc for the new psychometric 
test that is to be launched at this 
month’s H uman Resources Devel- 
opment conference in London. 

Dr Malcolm Higg s, of Henley 
Management College, explains: 
“Goleman’s conclusions were in- 
teresting, but I felt it wasn't tembty 
dear exactly what ‘emotional intel- 
r figence’ really means.” 

So, with the Henley professor Vic 
Dulewicz, he co-onfinated the re- 
search i&nd has developed the new 
questionnaire^ Boft admit to having 
been sceptical about the vatoeofEQ' ; 
at the outset, although they now be- 
lieve ttem work demonstrates that 
it does east and bow it works and 
can be developed. Emotional intel- 
ligence, he condudes, is a combin- 
ation of “soft” and “bard" skills. 

“It’s more than empathy, or self- 
awareness,” he says, “because it’s 
also aboiA drive, motivafem and 
sustaining goals in the face of 
rejection. There’s a toughness to it, 
too. It’s the ability to balance ‘hard’ 
and ‘soft’.” 

By stu^mxggrotqxs of successful 
managers, the Henley team identi- 
fied seven core elements common 
to thoseaUe to progress swiflty with- 
in their particular organisation. 

“First is an awareness of your 
auctions and feelings and the abil- 
ity to recognise and acknowledge 
them without being swamped by 
them,” Dr Higgs says. That there’s 
emotional resilience ^fee abQfty to 


Crying at work isn’t the answer, but understanding emotion is a key skill. By Meg Carter 


It’s soft at the top 
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Good leaders need emotional intelligence - an ability that includes empathy self awareness, drive and determination 


perform consistently through a 
range of differ e n t situations. “In 
short, befog able to take the knocks 
but still keep going,” he says. 

Third comes motivation and 
drive. Then “interpersonal sensi- 
tivity”- awareness of other people's 
emotional needs; influencing and 
persuadmg skills and derisiveness. 
Finally there is conscientiousness 
and integrity, he adds: “The ability 
to “walkthe talk” -acting as you say 
and remaining committed to this 
particular course of action.” 

These seven elements were then 
tested again with 200 managers 


and found to be common among 
those succeeding in their chosen 
career path. 

“We found the results to be stat- 
istically relevant to the progres- 
sion of these people within their 
company,” Dr Higgs says. 

Women outscored men in many 
of the elements the EQ question- 
naire measured - such as empathy 
and self-awareness. However, men 
scored higher on optimism and 
emotional resilience. 

The questionnaire comprises 70 
statements relating to different pos- 
sible workplace scenarios. In each. 


the participant is invited to select the 
response likely to be most appro- 
priate to themselves, from “always", 
“sometimes” and “never". 

“A typical statement would be: 
Tm able to ensure that if I make a 
commitment to something I can fol- 
low it through’." Dr Higgs says. 

The first version of the test in- 
volves fee subjects filling in their 
own responses, and a second is 
being designed to use the respons- 
es of work colleagues. A number of 
large employers have already ex- 
pressed an interest in using the new 
test according to Fiona Penn. 


Are You A People person? 


Henley Management College has 
identified seven core emotional 
skills feat provide fee baas for 
emotional intelligence. Do you 
have what It takes? 

■ Awareness ofyour awn feelings, 
matched by an ability to control 
them rather than let than get the 
better of you. This awareness is 
driven by a degree of self-belief feat 
leads you to feel you can manage 
your emotions and contrriyourim- 
pactin the workplace. 


■ Emotional resilience - fee abil- 
ity to perform consistently in a 
range of situations under pressure 
and to adapt your behaviour ap- 
propriately. Includes the ability to 
retain your focus in the face of 
personal criticism. 

■ Motivation - the drive and en- 
ergy to achieve results, make an 
impart and fyilanpp short- and 
long-term goals. 

■ The ability to take other people’s 
needs and perceptions into account 


when you are making decisions. 

■ Influence - persuasive skills. 
M Decisiveness - fee ability to 
arrive at dear decisions and drive 
them through when presented 
with incomplete or ambiguous 
information, using both logic and 
emotion. 

■ Conscientiousness and integrity 
- fee ability to display clear 
commitment to a course of action 
in fee face of challenge, and to 
match words and deeds. 


director of the assessment and 
training consultancy ASE, which 
publishes a number of different per- 
sonnel assessment tests. 

“Fbrraal testing is increasingly 
common among employers - rang- 
ing from psychometric tests to 
structured interviewing where can- 
didates’ responses are scored and 
analysed," she says. 

“Cynicism about such testing is 
well-founded - but only if they are 
used in isolation." Ms Penn adds. 
"They should always be regarded as 
just one of a number of recruitment 
and selection tools." 

For fee time being, both Dr Hill 
and Ms Penn see the EQ test being 
used not for recruitment, but for pro- 
motion among existing staff. 

Dr HilL however, adds a note of 
caution. He is reluctant for his work 
to be used as the basis of ruling 
people out from being selected for 
a particular role. 

“Testing for emotional intelli- 
gence has a more positive role in 
terms of identifying strengths and 
weaknesses and using the feed- 
back to improve them.” he stresses. 
“The debate about whether leaders 
are the result of nature or nurture 
is a long-standing one. But the good 
news is that emotional intelligence 
can be developed and learnt." 


Getting into 
the Net 


Help desk 


YOUR CAREER PROBLEMS SOLVED BY THE EXPERTS 


The problem 

I am 27, English, wife a BA in 
philosophy 12-1) from 
Cambridge and an MA in 
philosophy from the 
University of Southern 
California. Since I graduated 
in 1997, 1 have worked in Los 
Angeles with small 
interactive media companies, 
mostly on a freelance basis. I 
am now back in England and 
seem to have reached a 
career choke-point. 1 have 
had a long-standing interest 
in IT and, through pursuing it 
as a hobby, have quite a lot of 
general knowledge and basic 
programming skills, enabling 
me to move into the Internet 
industry relatively easily. But 
while my existing technical 
skills may be use Ail to 
companies, they are fairly 
basic. My management skills 
are also limited, as arc my 
client-facing skills, etc, which 
seems to role me out from 
serious progression in 
consulting, which would be 
another option. I do. however, 
have entrepreneurial ideas, 
and fee thought of starting 
some kind of small Internet 
business appeals - although 1 
have no formal or informal 
practical business training or 
skills and am not a natural 
team player. My current plan 
is to register for a one-year 
MSc in computing starting in 
October ’99, and until then 
find some kind of technical 
work that will enable me to 
learn as much as I can during 
fee next six months. But it is 
frustrating to be studying at 
my age. and I feel uneasy 
about graduating aged almost 
29. still looking for 
interesting and financially 
rewarding work. 

JAMES MAYER. BERKSHIRE 

The solutions 

Dr Raymond Madden, director 
of executive development at 
the City University Business 
School, says: 

There is a wealth of MSc 
computing courses available, 
so choose carefully. You should 
aim to complement your 
existing skills by broadening 
and developing your technical 
knowledge. It may be worth 
considering a course feat 
allows you to opt for some 
media-related electives. The 
more serious courses offer a 
summer project and/or a 
company placement, which 
could provide an opportunity to 
try out IT consultancy at first 
hand. The IT and media 
industries are continuing to 
develop extremely rapidly, and 
so the wider the experience you 
can gain the better off you will 
be. Your business interests and 
age make an MBA another 
attractive option. Some of them 
offer a degree of specialisation 
(City, for instance, offers an 
electronic business option) but 


employers tend to regard these 

largely as a tooJ-kit 

John Kiss, client services 
manager of Business Link 
Thames VaUey, says: 
Establishing a business can be 
very rewarding, and fee 
Internet and IT are growth 
areas. But there are great risks 
and pressures. As well as a 
good idea, you still need fee 
skills and temperament to 
succeed. Surveys reveal a 
number of reasons for starting 
a business: independence; job 
satisfaction; achievement; 
success; and money. But you 
will still need discipline, energy 
and the ability to get on wife 
others, and wealth is by no 
means guaranteed. 
Qualifications are equally 
essential, as are business skills 
such as marketing, strategic 
planning, finan ce, personnel 
management etc. If you want 
the business to grow you must 
employ people, so fee ability to 
show' leadership and to manage 
staff will be critical. Advice and 
training can be obtained for all 
this from an impartial, 
experienced business adviser. 
Contact Business Link via the 
national signpost line on 0345 
567765. Business Link will bring 
in the Enterprise Agency or 
■framing and Enterprise 
Council as required. 

Mark Jones, head of New 
Media Bernard Hodes. says: 

I really wouldn’t spend time 
and money taking an MSc in 
computing. The programming 
side of new media is becoming 
increasingly specialised and I 
think you would find yourself 
playing catch-up for the next 
few years. On the other hand, 
there is certainly a strong 
demand for project managers 
and client-facing consultants 
who have a good grasp of both 
the technical and strategic 
issues around new media and 
are able to translate this into 
effective solutions for clients. 
This sounds to me like a better 
use ofyour talents. I suggest 
you go on a project 
management course and brush 
up on your communication 
skills. Then you could look for a 
project management or 
consultant position wife a new 
media agency. In this way you 
will also acquire the skills you 
are going to need if you decide 
to translate your 
entrepreneurial ideas into 
something more concrete. 

Interviews by 
Carmen Mtodleditci. 

If you have a work problem 
and want expert advice , write 
to Carmen Middleditch, Fast 
Track. Features. The 
Independent, l Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf. 

London El 4 5 DL: fax 01 7 1 - 293 
2068; or e-mail c.middleditch-ij. 
independent.co. uk 




Justice will be done in the virtual courtroom 

The Internet will revolutionise the law, argues Laura Hopwood in her winning entry in The Independent /College of Law essay competition 




m 


THE CUCHB goes feat thelaw in this 
country “fifeetbe Rite Hotel— avail- 
able to anyone who can afford it” . 
Proposals, led by Lord TOaolf, are set 

to change aD that, Ity modernising 
tegal services and. making the law 
afflreaccessil^forortfoiarypeoida 


no access to fee civO justice system 
in this country. They are too affiu- 


Utfenigety fee opportunity win be 
there^^pents fo take legal action 
wifeoupxmsulting a sofidtoc How 
Trifl latq^asrs compete wife free ad- 
vice? Wnaifwin “modernised” court 
roans ofthe next centiny be fike? 

■ K legal advice ultimately be- 

comes available at low or no a>st via 

fee world, wide web, this, -would 
.certainly /succeed .is imjwwfog 
accessibility for the cpnsumen 
‘ Much work (Mch 

as drafting standard documents 


Khe product it may Q0 * eve& ^ 
necessary to. .own a personal 
c o mp iT te r in Oder to have access. 

It hr suggested that computer 
kiosks” at terminals in shopping 


. ./ware. It is hoped that “affordable, 
y jargonJree help” w3I be at fee fin- 


Do fixture lawyers seed to feel 
threatened that thisTT-based legal 
service will tabethe bread and boty 
ter from (xaivadiand law firms? Tfce 


aid, but not superaffiuent enough to 
pursue a court case. 

The new legal “products” will be 
aimed at this seetion of fee popula- 
tion, who at present trouble, their 
local snliritor very seldom. Internet 
legal services may well establish an 
: entirely new market of clients fin: 
legal advice. 

For example, if you are con- 
cerned about ytmrneiiibour’s trees 
overshadowing your garden, you 
may wonder each morning whefeer 
you could do anything about than. 
Ybu may not wish to pay through the 
nose to ask a solicitor; though, so 
never know. If however; fee infor- 
mation was there oh your PC at 
home, or in fee local library, you 
mi gh t he more inclined to find ouL 

However carefully researched 
and marketed the legal software is 
on a given subject, it may well cre- 
ate work for lawyers in subsequent 
aptions. (Although probably not in 
the case of toe trees). It remains an 
Trr pfofahfe fart nfri mwan life ftatonr 
problems have the capacity to be- 


disgruntled client can no longer 
find a solution programmed into the 
system he or she is using. 

Rather than threatening gristing 
legal services, it could ^ wen transpire 
that fee Internet revolution will 
generate a new influx of cheats. Per- 
sonal relations and transactions get 
ever more complex with fee use of 
new technologies. This can only 
generate more law. Certainty, fee 
Woolf report suggests that legal 


products become available. At toe 
moment, key software products for 
litigation and other departments 
are being developed. Their inter- 
compatibility and staying power in 
the face of change will play a sig- 
nificant role in the success of firms 
in fee future. Firms who invest in toe 
best technology’ may well flourish. 

Takingthe IT revolution even fur- 
ther; the reforms propose the in- 
troduction of the “virtual court 


the time and resources spent in 
preparation, as well as improving the 
clarity of evidence on display. 

Perhaps most radically, as part of 
the whole ethos of •modernisation", 
reform of the legal system chal- 
lenges the need for the convention- 
al trappings of toe court room. It is 
more difficult to picture the IT rev- 
olution being accepted here in the 
court room, than in the commer- 
cially driven worlds of the solicitor’s 


vital that all our employers realise 
that investing in IT only works as 
long as all concerned know how to 
use iL This is best achieved 
through intensive training 
courses. 

In larger firms it is more 
common to have in-house W— L •> 
IT and training depart- **' 
ments. Some regional firms v 

pool these kinds of 

resources. ^ 


With the judge and counsel sitting before a monitor, 
evidence will be displayed at the touch of a button 





there, is a vast, “middle ground? of 
people who aiprassiefit have Hite or 


than anyone could ever have antic- 
ipated. If a dient uses an internet 

legal service or a software package 
in a shopping mail in order to pre- 
pare an agreement, a problem with 

feat ag reement may result. The sit- 
uaiion wifi inevitably arise ^ where fee 


services in the future will be sold in 
a higher volume at lower prices. 
Legal practices will move away 
from a high-cost service billed by the 
hour Sdf-respecting lawyers will 
need to establish a way of working 
through a larger number of cases 
whilst striving to maintain healthy 
dient relationships. 

Office IT systems will be tested 
to thefulL The choice of hardware 
and software products tty each firm 
will become an ever more important 
decision- More IT specialists will ap- 
pear in law firms- Choosing an IT 
system from the great variety of 
products on the market is not going 
to get any easier as ever more 


room". The aim is to reduce the 
amount of paper work consumed by 
today's courts. 

It'should also make court hear- 
ings more focused, i Happily for the 
trainee litigators of the ftiture, this 
will mean significantly less time 
spent bonding wife fee photocopier. 1 
With the judge and counsel sitting 
before a monitor, evidence will be 
displayed at the touch of a button. 
It may well take time until the judi- 
dary fully trust that the monitors will 
not let them down at an important 
stage in the case. However, once 
these systems are established, more 
information will be at the fingertips 
ofthe court. Technology will reduce 


office, or the barrister’s chambers, makes little^ 
And yet it does seem rather incon- difference how j 
gruous to picture the high-tech the training isl 
Woolfian judge sitting at his or her organised as ■ 
PC. ISDN lines buzzing and CD- Iongaswecanfl 
Roms clicking, all the while sport- benefit from it.* 
ing the traditional uniform and Inevitably, ■ 
habits of centuries. we will come 

How far the court-room will mod- to rely moreH 
ernise following the introduction of and moreB 
new technology will be an interest- heavily on ourB 
ing feature of law in the next century, computers as^ 
Not only judges, but also all future we communi- 
lawyers will spend a good deal of cate by e-mail i 
time learning new' computer sys- consult our A 
terns. Hopefully we will be able to diaiy software, ■ 
rely on the training that we will be research fl 
given. It's an obvious point, but it is cases via CD- ■ 


Rom and the Internet, and perhaps 
transfer documentation and flies 
by ISDN. Computers will provide ac- 
cess to vast quantities of information 
j. impossible to house at any one 
« Ann. Access to clients and eoun- 
j| sel will be more flexible, owing 
W to lap tops, improved telephone 
» and video conferencing systems, 
f and eventually, state-of-the-art 
fv link ups with clients and the 
• v court 

Adapting to the mod- 
emisation of the legal 
system proposed by the 
M B Woolf reforms will be a 
process that evolves 
through the system over 
many years. 

Gradually, many peo- 
|gp|B pie will feel more confi- 
Ipjiy dent to research the 
BBB legal implications of their 
civil disputes via the Inter- 
net or CD-Rom. In-house IT 
systems wiii be vital in 
helping lawyers to 
if! compete with the 

m wide range of free 

or •'packaged" legal advice. 
B which will come on to the market. 
■ The technology should make legal 
r practice and toe court-room more 
efficient, and help to reduce the cost 
of legal action. Eventually the mil 
justice system of the next century 
will adapt to cater for people from 
all kinds of financial background Un- 
like, I suspect fee Ritz Hotel. 
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Department tor 
Education and Employment 


NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS 
(2 POSTS) - REMPLOY 


REMPLOY 


The Organisation 

Rempkry is a Government supported company providing employment lor over 10,000 people with disabilities. The Company is an 
important pi ay or In the Government’s Welfare to Work strategy- While most are currently employed in Remploy 's factories 
throughout the UK, an Increasing number are supported fri work (n mainstream companies through Rempfoy Interwork. 

The Board o! Remploy compri ses a Non-Executive Chair, Chief Executive, 4 Executive Directors, 7 Non-Executive Directors. The 
Board is responsible for setting Company strategy, approval of major capital expenditure and the establishment and monitoring of 
internal controls. 


Key Tasks Key Competencies 

The Aton-Ewctrtwe Directors urit The successful candidate must be able to demonstrate enthusiasm lor and sensitivity to employment 
m Provide advice io The Chiel issues for disabled people. They should have experience ot executive authority at an appropriate level 
E*ecuirve and E'ecutive withm a commercial organisation or a public body and be able to demonstrate the (oHowng competencies. 

Directors mainly through ihe • strategic thinking and planning - to contribute to trie strategic flunking ot rhe Board and recognise 
mechanism of Board relationships between complex inter-dependant (actors. 

Comminees and Board # readership - to initiate and oversee change m pursuit of snategic objectives.; 

meetings 

o manaaement - lo make the best use ol skills and resources wirtwi the organisation. 

b Conuibuic to the commercial 

development and overall good • defiver y ol resuhs - to take account ol customer and stakeholder needs when striving for continuous 
governance of the Company. performance improvement 
e Provide advice io Management • communeation skills - to be comfortable and effective « a representational role, 
on spectlically agreed areas of in addition, the following would be an advantage: 

operation ang/or strategic 0 Pe ,«,nai experience of disabilrty 

tssu&s 

e An urvJei standing of and commumeni to other equity issues 

About 12 days per annum are involved mainly m the Company's Head Office in Cncktewood. North London. The posts are unpaid but travel 
e? penses are covered 


For tunher information and an application form please send a postcard or Email bearing your name and address and reference "REMP" to: 

JON LYNCH. Department tor Education and Employment, Level 5. Canton House. 6-12 Tothiil Street. London SW1H 9NA. 

E Mail: pba.team@diBe-gov.uh 

The closing date for application is 26 April 1999 

Applications are pameufarty welcomed from people with disabilities, members of ethnic minority groups and women 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT S U# 

BY FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS. TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES. 



0171-57^-1600 



DIRECTOR OF GROUP MARKETING, 

INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHING COMPANY' 

Based in West London 

To £40K - £50K with bonuses of 50% of salary and share options. 

The role is to develop a marketing discipline. Historically the company's revenue has been 
sales, not marketing, driven. The immediate marketing need is tactical — hands-on revenue 
production — but within a couple ol years it could be strategic at board level. 

The aim is to improve the group’s profitability in terms of both quality and quantity by making 
the businesses more responsive to markets, by generating revenue from list rental and by 
increasing market share through improvements to direct mail. 

Candidates must have a successful background in business-to-business marketing by direct 
mail. Within this you will ideally have observed or implemented a wholesale change in the way 
a company does business. Our perception is that charities, financial services and utilities 
companies are most imaginative in their marketing at the moment, so we would be particularly 
interested in candidates from these companies. This is not to rule out other backgrounds. As 
personalities, candidates should be able to handle an unpredictable working environment, and 
should enjoy and be able to apply pressure to produce tangible results. You should be drawn 
to the prospect of a wide scope of operation and the kudos that comes with accountability and 
recognition. 

The company is a public (y listed international publishing company with a strong balance sheet 

Please call Theo Stegers or Patricia Hunter on 0171 377 1600 
Do not send your CV yet 

E-mail: patricia6rml.simplyonline.co.uk or theo6rml.smiplyonline.co.uk 
Website: wwwjecruSment-matters.co.uk 
13-15 Great Eastern Street, London EC2A 3EJ 
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COME BACK TO 
NURSING 

WITH BETTER PAY 
AND CONDITIONS 

THE NEW NHS NEEDS 
MORE NURSES, 

TWO THIRDS OF QUALIFIED 
NURSES W I L L EAR N;.£20. 0 00 
OR MORE. 

IF YOU'RE THINKING 
: ABOUT RETURNING AFTER 
A CAREER^ BREAK, THE 
NEW NHS RETURN TO 
PRACTICE COURSES 
..WILL SOON' HELP YOU 
REFRESH- YOUR SKILLS: 

•THE- NEW NHS IS ALSO 
INVESTING. IN NEW 
BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
TO HELP YOU GIVE THE 
BEST CARE TO YOUR PATIENTS. 

AND: IT WILL BE EASIER 
TO BALANCE: YOUR HOME- 
AND WORKING. LIVES. 

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 
.RETURNING TC NURSING." 

.CALL- 0.845. 60 -60 655 QUOTING 
C35 ANYTIME. OR CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL NHS TRUST. 




aitw mead 

,.-QO 


•se( Joj cfcn t rea 

if you're striving ro ge: o. t of tie boo you f no yourself ir. todoy. 
you'll osneifc from our specialist arc unbiased advice. We 
spoc.a.ise 'n rocruumer; for ;r.e Property and F none of Services 
nduscries end are one of if? ieadin: conaaniei ir. th-s field. 

may ce promotion thac you see-, an mprovE~onc ir. ycur 
pay. t gcogrcphia! re’coc-jcn. or s'rr.oy :o te fcencr reccg-. sec 
:cr the workload you undertake every dry Whatever your 
reasons ; o" fading you need to mo-e. w? on heir. 

With Regional Cons-j'tants covering she country, (a!.' cf 
whom have previously worked ir, the property industry), we 
offer the mese comprehensive sc vice available ir, the U.K. 

Wc have .over 3G0 vacancies available every month a.-.c our 
service is confidential ard free of charge to aft candidates. 
Previous experience is ret essential. 

A simple -phene col: is all ycu reed to st~r; the p r ccess..of 
ycur extraction! 

FREEPHONE OBOO 244044. 

Web Site; vAwv.al2nmead.force9.cc.uk 


VICE PRESIDENT - INTERNATIONAL SALES AND MARKETING 

Intcmotionjl linancijl institution requires j Sales & Marketing Manager with experience 
of international markets in order to enhance sales of ib financial products. In particular, 
this position tequiros an individual with the ability to present to high profit's Middle 
Eastern and Latin American financial institutions hut will jl«o l>? invoked with .Asian and 
European business. Ke% elements of tire role are as loDnxv*.; 

• Succvtsfudv marketing products to the firms Financial Advisors and a&Kling with sales 
ideas in order to generate business 

■ Design short and long term strategies and prelections which will result in increased 
market share in the desired teflon 

• Possess an understanding of jnd must h,i\e experi e nce within the Private Oivnt sector 

• Co-ordinate product launches 

• Possess a bread knowledge of S. American. Middle Ejstern. Asian and European 
investment guideline*, and an understanding oi the various cultures together with good 
networking skills within these areas. Conufls in Dubai, Egypt would be desirable. 

- Provide evidence of a successful track record within the industry. for example having 
reached double digit growth double, assets jnd sales, or penetration within an 
organisation. 

Qualif (cations 

Marketing or communications related degree 
At least 8 years experience within a financial sen icts industry 
Lfb industry qualifications - Series 7 member of the Nasdaq 
PCwess the Uk mdustrv qualification - SFA Kugstc-rcd RcpwonLilht? 

Computer skills - Weird, pcd, Powerpoint. 

RO. Box 13064, The Independent. 1 7th floor. One Canada Square, 

Candrv Wharf, London 614 5DL. 


Department tor 
Education and Employment 


CHAIR OF 
REMPLOY 


ms key post is vital in developing 

and delivering work opportunity 

for people with disabilities. 



London Based ^ REMPLOY 


Sensitivity to employment Issues for disabled poop** ■ 

Senior management experience In arty Held. 

Commercial? Leadership skills ? Good communication - 
Understanding and commitment io equality Issues? 

, rnair nf RemDloy. tf vou have the above 

The Secretary of State for Edurahon and Empfoymertf invites appJicainjns lot the pc-sl . 

qualities, we welcome your application, regardless ol race, gen-der or physical aoi Uy «»rpniiu 

_ innm wlt h disabilities While most are currently 
Remploy is a Government supported company providing employment over Jj k jn main stream companies through 

empfi^ed m Remptoy's factories throughout Ihe Lih. an increasing number art- suppo - D ackaamq furniture, texfrfes. healthcare. 
Remploy Interwork. Remploy operates in a number ot v ey business are2S. manufactunng - ■ ■ {0 WO rk strategy. ■ 

creaiive products and contract services The company is an important player m the Go» Directors The Board is- 

The Bcerd of fiemptoy' comprises ihe Chau, a Chief Erect***. M ^^^bfishmentandmorKforing 

responsible lor setting Company strategy, acquismco policy, appioval of major capital expenditure ana 

ol internal controls 

The Chau is responsible lor managing the overall sirai^gy and direction ol Remploy The rote that the direclion 
and efficient management c-f «t s operations and business The Chair w.H also work effectively with Ministers to ensure 

and operational performance ot Rempiov meeis Ministers overall obiec lives 

Candidates will have s proven track record ot analysis and decision making at an appropriate senior management level and expe 
in change in management Good leade rship communication and teamwork skills are essential. 

This is a pari lime appointment, requiring five days per month The appomlment is tor three years Remuneration is y 

Fc< luirhof inlcwrnaTcri and an aookanon form pmay? send a c«.ica<ri or Err aii bearmg v our name and address and ,0 ‘ 

JON LYNCH. Department tor Education and Employment. Level S. Caxton House, 6-1Z TotWII Street, London SW1H 9 
E Mail; ptia.team 6 dtee.g 0 v.uk aL 

The cfosng -date lor application is 26 Ac«.i t^iK* ^ Q A* 

Applications are r^iiicutaity welcorried tiom crooks with disabilities, members oi ethnic mnoikv groups and women o *«, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT - - X> 

Br FAIR AMD OPEN PROCESS. TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AAB v 
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NURSES MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


0845 60 60 655 


1999 GRADUATES 


Various Locations £16k to £22k 

Are you due to graduate in an Engineering 
discipline, e.g. Electronics, Computer Science, 
Mathematics, or Physics? We can help you find 
your idea) first career move. We are now 
expenencmg an increased number of new 
vacancies for 1999 graduates, and you owe it 
to yourself after years of hand studying to 
become a ware of what is available to you. Our 
service to you is free, you simply need to 
contact us at arty time to discuss vacancies, or 
simply wnte/fax/Emaii your CV to us. 

Contact: Paul Slough 
Telephone: 01442 870770 
Fav 01442 S79779 
E-mail : cv@jonesfoijobs.com 
Web: www.jonesfotjobs.com 

Address; Jones Resourcing. The Coach House. 
Bov.veli Road. Berkhamsted. Herts. HP4 1AA. 
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VA TECH Reyrolle 

VA TECH ReyroSe Limited is a world leader in providing complete system 
solutions. Project Management and Installation of electrical Transmission and 
Distribution equipment up to 5Q0KV as well as embracing new Technologies 
such as Distribution Automation, Custom Power and FACTS. Due to our 
continued success in GfobaJ Markets, we now have vacancies for. 

Commissioning Engineers 

You win be responsible for the professional execution ol all tests on Installed 
plant to prove operation to specification. To perform this role you must be fully 
competent In current test methods and specifications for control and 
protection on HV/EHV Generation. Distrfoution and Transmission equipment. 



n Wednesday 14 April ' 

Wdst. Canary Wharf; London 


Free Admission 
No need to pre-register 


• v-F A r, i 


Find the jtop jobs 

Meet the leading Banks an& A&ountancy companies 

Free CV distribution If 

Bring your CV in a word document on di^ ;and ;p?g.^ 
we will distribute it to all the exhibitors free of charge^|| 

- Only 10 minutes from Bank 

Canary Wharf is only 10 minutes on the DLR from Bank 


For further information about this exciting opportunity.:' 
Call Tom Nelson on 



Th e In dependent Keen i i tin e.i i t Fai rs are-sppjfeof^^ ’ - 

■■■ - ■ 


INDEPENDENT 




and organised by Independent Newspapers ' 

.. : 7-9 Rathbone Street, London WTP . 

. .. . .. • ' - 
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Head and Second Chefs. Head tKdtcrs 
and Restaurant Manager 

required for Indian Cuisine restaurant in 
Mayfair, London. 

Must bat e relevant supervisory experience In 
busy environment, and top let cl skills In 
Indian regional cuisine s. 

Salaries in range 520k to £25k 

Apply io the Director. India Restaurants Ltd. 
16 Albemarle Siren. London TflX 3H.L 


CAREER DISCOVERY 

,\KE VHJ FklvntATTP 
Ivaa Atai i x «ii 

poiiTSilS iislcie*. .ipmuilir- ■« 
isiite-.: i'sjrrpsrjui' siwkne 
“iiHtl i dej: p.«s|’ nur 

p-,i!kwn( :e-.ut; rul acoi 
e-Ji'cnai'.. , ii wnw »nll l,<i 

mjL: real n.: k* pb_n 

Carter Dnranxi OUU 734615 


Miboi Marine & Fire Insurance Co (Europe) Dd 

ixifums a 

LEGAL COUNSEL 

European subsidiary of a leading general 
insurance company seeks UK or EU qualified 
lawyer ( 1-3 years p.q.e| to he h,tscd at its London 
headquartep>. This position covers responsibility 
for reviewing and monitoring regulatory and 
compliance matters, and dealing w r ith legal and 
corporate matters in general, in nur UK and 
European offices. In addition, there will be an 
important co-ordination and liaison role between 
the London office and the parent company in 
Japan. Applicants must he able to demonstrate 
fluency in both Japanese and English. 

Salary will he c. £30.000 p.a. Other benefits will he 
commensurate with working in die UK fimtneial 
sector. 


Expanding restaurant chain requires 
Marketing Manager 

To, develop business with resident and i iwine 
Wcmai clientele. The successful applicant will 
speak Cluiurv and Japanese, will haw experience 
of marijcrinx to the Far East in service iruhtstrv 
and n ill have the capuNlitr to supervise 
and train staff. 

Salary £22.000. 

ripply in wiling with full C.l io. 

Mr H. Kwok, San tel moss Limited. 

233 Brumpton Road, London SW3 2EP” 


Skilled 

Hairdresser 

p 

Mn*t i ; teak Urdu 
and Punjabi 

“Shi Cut Hairdressers 

01753 531345 


£> IJSdD 
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THE INFORMATION 



CINEMA > THEATRE > EXHIBITIONS ’ MUSIC - DANCE - LITERATURE - COMEDY * EVENTS * TV & RADIO 





NEW FILMS 

AMERICAN HISTORY X 03) MIGHTY JOE (PG) 


• Director Tony Kaye 

Starring: Edward Norton, Edward Furlong 
> Disowned by its directoc re-edited fay its star; 
l- American. History X was always going to look 
[ ■' messy; a film in bits and pieces. A liberal essay on 
- right-wing fanaticism, this nonetheless indulges in 
some dubktis Nazi chic as it charts the moral slide 
and spasmodic con ve r si on of a blue-collar racist 
, <EdwardNcHrttm),watdied by his adoring younger 

toother The flashbacks sometimes jar; and the plot 
tune are danbiq^yhandled What binds it together 

• is a genuine tour deforce from Oscar-nominated 
Norton, whose foil-throttle muscularity dearly 
scared wavering Academy members over to the 
more sunny charms of Roberto Benigni. 

West End: Clapham Picture House, Odetm 
Camden Tbwn, Odeon Kensington. Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whtteteys , , Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket, Warner Village West 
End. And local cinemas 
1 

! w AN AimiMN TALE (CONTE D'AinOMNE) (Ul 

- Director. Eric Rohmer 

Starring: Beatrice Romand, Alain Liboft 

The final part of Rohmer's Tales of the Fbw 

Seasons is at once airily etegjac and as warm as 

qTnshjrw* Mag ati fRpgfrinr>RrmrignriV - mwJfllp.agsvJ 

nnri single - gets ushered throu gh all manner of 
hoops as her friends try to set her up with eligible 
men, nudging her first towards suave college 
professor (DkfierSandre), then towards a lonely- 
! hear ts res pondent ttfw* brilliant Ahiin TihrilD as the 

{ webof intrigue turns progressively mare tangled. 

) Don’t be put off fay the M3Is and Boon {dot-line. 

! Rohmer's latest is a veritable masterpiece of 
J dabbed-on odours, fluid squiggjes and luminous 

1 washes. Itslittlegestzzres^eakvdumes; its easy 
j soul takes the breath away 

West End: Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema, 

I Citrzon Soho, Renoir. Repertory: Phoenix 
\ Cinema. The Pullman Everyman 

\ GODS AND MONSTERS 05) 

; See The Independent Recommends, right 

WestErid; ABC Tottenham Court Road, Ctaphcmt 
Picture House, Cvrzon Soho, Gate Netting HtE, 
. Screen on the HSL Virgin Fulham Road Local: 
New Stratford Picture House 


Director: Ron Underwood 
Starring: Bill Paxton, Chailize Tberon 
Mighty Joe is a mutant gorilla - King Kong with a 
smile - who hangs out in the jungles erf Africa with 
bis Thrzan-type protector (Chariize Theron). Eater 
zoologist Bin Paxton, who decides to spirit Joe 
to Cafifanua, at which point Ron Underwood's 
holiday jaunt diverts down standard chase-genre 
avenues. Disposable Disney fluff, which boasts a 
ready charm that’s hard to tfisEka 
West End: Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, UCI 
Whiteleys. And local cinemas 

PAYBACK (18) 

Director. Brian Helgoland 
Starring: Mel Gibson 

This rumbling revenge thriller sends its double- 
crossed-and-kfi-ferdead anti-hero (Mel Gibson) an 
a mission to retrieve the money he’s owed, and get 
even mtn the bargain. The e nsu in g shenanigans 
are played out in a kind of retro-chic Seventies and 
underpinned fay a busy jazz-funk soundtrack. 
Ambling through the sa g a, Gibson rubs fans of 
designer grime into his dean-cut screen image. 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
Camden Ibum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI White- 
leys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero. 
Warner Village West End. And local cinemas 

THE RUGRATS MOVIE (ID 

Director Igor Kovalyov 
Voices. E G Daily, Christine Cavanaugh 
Given the small-screen success of the ’rats, a 
feature-length foray was always in the offing 
Neatly timed to hit the Easter hols. The Rugrats 
Movie shifts its horizons beyond the usual 
suburban homes and gardens. Here, the bairns 
find themselves adrift in a deep, dark forest, 
bonding with monkeys and tan g lin g with a 
slavering woffi Bids, no doubt will eat this up. 
Adults should simply grin and bear it 
West End : Odeon Marble Arch, Plaza, UCI 
Wkitefeys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero. 
Warner Vtdage West End And local cinemas 

Xan Brooks 
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AFFLICTION (15) ...... . SAVING PRIVATE RYAN 051 

See The Independent Recommends, above. Steven Spielberg’s Oscar-winning Second World 

West End: ABC Swiss Centre War drama, starring Tbm Hanks. 

West End Plaza. Local Croydon Fhirfield Halls 

APRHJE(j5>-‘.A - — 

Nanni MorettFs AprUe freewheels through three SEUL C0NTRE TO US (18) 
yearsmftaEanpofifics. tapassihte topigeonhole, A sociopathic butcher (PhiHipe Nahon) is pushed 
with its re^istfebsurifistiiythms, it bows out with over the edge when he finds out that someone has 
a finale Ihats both ridiculous and charming. abused his daughter Less straight cinema than a 
West End: Metro, Renoir • - . kind of whiplashing fairground ride. Seal 

ContreNous is an undeniably attention-grabbing 
ARLINGTON ROAD (15) - debut for the multi-talented director Gaspar Noe. 

Mark Pelfington’s paranoia thriller sees Jeff West End; Cvrzon Soho, Ritzy Cinema 
Bridges’ coHege professor becoming suspicious 

abcwthfeH^ectaI^ T ’i]ei^ib(xn-(T^R(Wm3S). SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

HeSmgtoa is bigan skewed camera angtes,yetrings See The Independent Recommends, above, 
too few change in the film’s familiar territory. West End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 

West End ABC Shafte&nay Avenue, Clapham Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch* Odeon Stefas 
Picture House, Netting HH1 Coronet, Odeon Suriss Cottage. Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Cottage, Plaza, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero. And local 
Road,VirginTrocadernWar^ cinemas 

And local cinemas 


BELOVED (15)- 

Jdnathan Demme’s adaptatkmtrflbniMarrison’s 
Pufitzer PrizerwinnerstarsOparah Wmfrey. 

End- Cinema 




THE THIN RED LINE 05) 

TVrrence Malick’s long-awaited return to the 
director’s chairis afebotous, fever^smK±warfilnj. 
WhileacastoffamifiarlEaces (John Travolta, Nick 
Nolte, George Clooney) vie for attention, all play 
a determined second fiddle to Hie ThiR Red Line’s 


CENTRAL STATION 05) creeping narcotic mood. 

A roadrmovie of sorts, Cehtrtd Station trails West End Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Fternanda Montenegro's retired schoolmans and Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon 
bo- abandoned nlneyear-ddcfaaage on a hunt fir - Marble Arch, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
the boy’s mUadng father. - ' Virgin Fulham Road. Repertory: Watermans 

WbstEruk CtnzrmMayfijinNottingHia Coronet, Arts Centre. And local cinemas 
Renoir, Ritzy Cinema. Repertory: Watermans 

Arts Centre THIS YEAR'S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke. Ian Hart, 
FESTEK (THE CELEBRATION) (15) Douglas He nsh a H et aD weave to and fro through 

See The Independent Recommends, above. David Eane^s Camde&setessayon urban romance. 
West End Curzon Soho West End Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 

Haymaricet, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on the Green, 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK05) 'Warner VEto^e West End. And local cinemas 
Shirley Valentine with an Afro-American spin: 

An^Bassettwoitehardtoix^animpression URBAN LEGEND U8) 

among ^touristirodiure visuals. Ablan d andinconseq^ffialbloodbatefiesh-feced 

WestEndTVirgmTrocadera And loeed cinemas teens meeting their grisly end in a drama as cold 
k- and sdianatic as a daytime talk show. 

IffEB MWff tfUl (LA VTTA £ BELLA) (PCD West End- Virgin Trocaderol Warner Village 
In Roberto Benigm’s Oscar-winning comedy, toe ; West End And local cinemas 

wrii&'director takes centre stage as a clownish 

Jewish boo kseller fa fascist Itafrc Seat toa death* VERY BAD THINGS (18) 

camp he strive. to convince his son that its afl Peter Berg’s debut serves up swaggering gross- 

no more thanan eccentricgame. ■ out comB^y in a Loaded Tnagazme style taut it has 

West End Em^deice^ Curzon rMJwhereto^savefitHnshrffltoshrille-to^irillest 

Mmerna,0demKeTismgtoh,(MemM West End- ABC Piccadilly, Whrner Village 

Ritzy Cinema, Screen on. Bak^ Streep UCI WestEnd 

Whiteleys, .V&sjm JChdsed, Vfrpfn Baymarket 

RepertotyPhoenhcCir^ WAKING NED (PCD 

■ ■’ ■ " . Good news: Ned, a sait-of-ihe-earth resident 


A NIGHT AT THE' RQjlDIfllY (15) . - of TWfy in-rural Ireland has won the lottery. 

John Fortenberry’s indulgent showcase for Bad news: Ned is dead. Cue a rattle-bag of 
.^m ^ltf^fingfevuuraes TOflFhrrefl andChris comedkr misadveatnre as two local scallywags 
Kaftan t* m hnvmp. ftmoos. Here come our imbe- scheme to get their paws on the loot The film 
ennsing the maIRspaces'Qf LA, while has a zesty undertow of Wade comedy but is too 
onehantfistedc»medy sequence foBoroanoften airbroshed for its own good. 

T$fest End Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, 

Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture House, 
PATCH ADAMS (12) OdemCamdenTbwn,OdeonKensrngtQn,Odeon 

(iMs medical drama is like the ultimate Mcable Arch Odem Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
, La /feaiy itf# uffinate Robin WiBiarns movie: End, Ritzy Crnema, Screen on Baker Street, 
the fife jqfefepd nut and replaced by syrup. Screen on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 

Ifetf End Empire. Leicester Square, Virgin .. Chdsea Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre. 
‘ Tncdd^ : . Andhjcaldnemas 

1 PLEASAHTVlLLE (l2> .. YOlPVE GOT MAIL <PQ 

’ ^Thdhidepend^Reixm^ = TtomHarfesairiM^^ra^manxnfflKez^Jped 

-VkstEnd Odeon Camden Taunt, Odeon Swiss - . out of its rut by an firfenietplothodk. 
CottopePIaatHifey Cmerm,V^gaiHaymar^, WestErid V^ginFidhamRoad Virgm Trocadero, 

: M&ner mageWestEnd AMlocal tinemas WarnerViBageWe&EndArullacal cinemas 
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THE FIVE BES T FILMS 

Gods and Monsters 

{15} 

A droll speculation on the last 
days of 1930s horror auteur ’ 

James Whale (lan McKellen) 

{ who is magnetised by the 
form of his gardener (Brendan 
Fraser). Director Bill Condon won 
an Oscar for Best Adapted Screenplay. 

Pieasantville (12) 

Two Nineties teenagers are magic ked in to the world of 
a favourite Fifties sitcom and begin to exert a 
dr ama tic influence on its conformist black-and-white 
idyll. A witty, invective parable. 

Festen (15} 

D anish director Thomas Vinterberg’s superlative black 
comedy centres on the 60th birthday of a ■family 
patriarch who finds himself at the bean of dark secrets 
that unexpectedly emerge. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader's bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism stars Nick Nolle as a man struggling to 
escape the influence of his violent dad - James Coburn, 
in an Oscar-winning performance. 

Shakespeare In Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable. multi-Oscar winning film suggests how 
romance fired Shakespeare with the creative inspiration 
for Romeo and Juliet. 

ANTHONY QUINN 


THE FIVE BEST PLAYS 

Troilus and Cresslda 

(Olivier. NT. London) 

This play and this theatre are made for each other, a 
fact proved by the masterly sweep of&evoi Nunn's 
production. To 19 May 

Gross Indecency 

(Gielgud Theatre. London) 

The artfully fractured form of Mmses Kaufman's 
compelling play about Oscar Wilde manages to present 
the writer - man and symbol - in aD his complex 
contradictoriness. Booking to 5 Jim 

Trust (Royal Court Upstairs at die 
Ambassadors. London) 

It’s not Protestants vs Catholics, but Protestants at 
violent odds with one another in Gaiy Mitchell's 
timely and involving Ulster thriller. Tb 3 Apr 

Volpone 

(Swan Theatre, Stratford) 

Comedies don't come any funnier or more astringent 
than Ben Jonson's brilliant dissection of avaricious, 
over-reaching egotism. To 9 Oa 

The Lace Middle Classes 

(Palace Theatre. Watford) 

The fruitful collaboration between 
Simon Gray and Harold Pin ter 
continues with the latter's production 
of Gray's dark comedy (rigfc), set in 
Fifties Englan d. To 10 Apr 

Paul Taylor 


The Five Best shows 

Jackson Pollock (Tate Gallery) 

Big retrospective for the wild hero of Abstract 
Expressionism (going on Old Maker). Hie build-up 
is dow and the end is sorry, but the brief “’drip" 
period deserves every superlative. To 6 Jun 

Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 

The modem object-world made luminous. Caulfield is a 
virtuoso of many styles, and this retrospective offers the 
range - notably those fat, laconic ou times flooded with 
translucent colour. To 11 Apr 

Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery, 

Liverpool) 

The short and brilliant career of 
tfae 1890s aesthete and illustrator, 
with his masterful blacks and 
whites and his uniquely sinuous, 
florid line fright)- To 11 Apr 

Andreas Gursky 

(Dean Gallery, Edinburgh) 

Photographs 1994-98: huge, panoramic, high-finish, 
micro-detailed, digitally-manipulated images of our 
world - stock-exchange floor, cityscape, hotel foyer. 

To 16 May 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense portraiture ever. Exquisite 
melanges of flesh and fabric, dreams of sex and money. 
To 25. Apr 

Tom Lubbock 





Cinema 

West end 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0370-902 0404) ■©■ Picc Circ 
Elizabeth 2d 5pm, 5.15pm. 
8.10pm Enemy of the State 
1.50pm. 5.05pm. 7.55pm Hilary 
and Jackie 2 25pm. 5.25pm. 
8.20pm ir (Pi} 1.30pm. 3.35pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322) e Picc Ore 
Loved 6 25pm Very Bad Things 
1.30pm. 3.55pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
Ybur Friends and Neighbors 
1 40pm. 4.05pm. 3.45pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 04021 O Leicester Sq 
Arlington Road 1.05pm. 3.25pm. 
5.45pm. 3.40pm Elizabeth 

1.40pm. 5.15pm. 8.20pm 

; ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0S70-902 0403) e Leicester Sq 
The 39 Steps (1935) 1 10pm. 
3.05pm. 5pm. 7.05pm. 9pm 
Affliction 1 ,25pm. 3 50pm. 

5J5pm. 3 50pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm. 4.05pm. 6.15pm. 8 35pm 
La Vie Revee des Anges (The 
Dream Life of Angels} 1.45pm. 
4.05pm, 6 25pm. 8 45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ■©• Tort C: Road 
Gods and Monsters 1 JOpm. 
3.50pm. 6.55pm. 5.25pm 

Payback 1. 45pm. 4 10pm. 

6.35pm. 9.10pm Waking Ned 
1 ,25pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-63B 889 U O Barbican 
An Autumn Tale (Conte 
d’Automne) 6 15pm. 8.40pm 

Waking Ned 6.1 5pm. 6.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) «• Sicane Sq An 
Autumn TaJe (Conte d*Automne| 
1.35pm. 3 55pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) -O Clapham 
Common American History X 
1.45pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.1 Opm 
Arlington Road 1-1 5pm. 4pm. 
6 -30pm. 9pm Gods and Monsters 
2.30pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 9.20pm 
The Opposite of Sex Sun 2pm 
Waking Ned 7.30pm. 3.30pm 
5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.30pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 17201 -O Green Park 
Central Station (Central do 
Brasil) 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 

6.1 5pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON M1NEMA 

(0171-369 1723) e Hyde Park 
Corner Life Is Beautiful (La Vita 
e Bella) 3pm. 6.30pm. 8 50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pmn 
<► Leicester Square An Autumn 
(Conte d’Automne) 2.15pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm, 9.15pm Festen 
(The Celebration) 12.30pm. 
5pm. 7.45pm Gods and 
Monsters 2.45pm. 7.15pm. 

9.30pm Seul Contre Tous (1 
Stand Alone) 1.45pm. 3.45pm. 
5.45pm. 9.45pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) -O Leicesrei 
Square Lire is Beautiful (La Vita 
e Bella) 12noon. 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 8.30pm Ffetch Adams 
1pm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12. 1 5pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTTNG HILL 

(0171-727 4043) e Norting Hill 
Gate Gods and Monsters 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.40pm. 9pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) QPkx G/c Aprife 
3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm Southpaw 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTTNG HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) e Notting Hill 
Gate Arlington Road 3.15pm. 
8.35pm Central Station (Central 
do Brasil) 6pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) ■©■ Camden Town 
American History X 12. 10pm. 
2.55p(n, 5.40pm. 8.25pm 

Payback 11.45am. 2.05pm. 

4.20pm. 6.35pm. 8.55pm 

Pieasantville 12.20pm The Thin 
Red Line 3.20pm, 7.4Spm This 
Year’s Love 4pm. 6.25pm. 
8.50pm Waking Ned 12 15pm. 
2.20pm. 4.25pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 


ODEON HAYMARKET 

(03705-050007) O Piccadilly 
Circus This Year’s Love 1 15pm. 
3.40pm. 6. 1 5pm. 8 45pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

108705-050007) «■ High Street 
Kensington American History X 
12 40pm. 3.35pm. 6.30pm. 

9 30pm A Bug’s Life 12.55pm 
Life is Beautiful (La Vita e 
Belial 3.50pm. 6 35pm. 9 20pm 
Mighty Joe 12 45pm. 3.30pm 
Payback 1.40pm. 4.20pm, 7pm. 
9.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
6 1 5pm. 9 1 0pm The Thin Red 
Line 1.25pm. S.05pm. 8.45pm 
Waking Ned 2pm. 4.25pm. 
6.50pm. 9.25pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) G- Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12 40pm. 4,10pm. 7 45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(06705-050007) O Marble AtCh 
Mighty Joe 12 50pm. 3 20pm 
5.55pm Payback 1 I5pm. 

3 45pm 6.30pm. 9.10pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 2 15pm. 

2 20pm. 4 25pm. 6 30pm. 

8.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
12 55pm. 3 35pm. 6 20pm 

9 05pm The Thin Red Line 
8 20pm Waking Ned 1 05pm. 

3 25pm. 6 10pm. 9 15pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08 705 -0500*7 7 j O leicestei 
Square A Bug’s Life 2 25pm. 

4 30pm. 6.35pm. 8 45pm 

Elizabeth 12 35pm 3 05pm. 

5.35pm. 8 20pm Life is Beautiful 
(La Vita e Bella) 12 45pm. 
3 20pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Lock. 
Stock Si Two Smoking Barrels 
l 25p-m. 3 55pm. 6 70pm. 

5 45pm Stepmom 1 7 30pm. 

3 05 pm. 5 45pm. 3 25pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) G Swiss Cottage 
American History K 12 30pm. 
3.15pm. 5 50pm. 8 25pm 

Arlington Road 3 05pm. 5 40pm. 
8 20pm A Bug’s Life • I 05pm 
Mighty Joe 1 2 45pm. 3 25pm. 

5 55pm Payback I 15pm 3 45pm. 

6 15pm. 6 45pm Pieasantville 

8 30pm Shakespeare in Love 
12 15pm. 3pm. 5.45pm. 8 25pm 
Waking Ned 12 20pm. 2 30pm 

4 35pm. 6.45pm. 8 55pm 

ODEON WEST END 

108705-050007) & Leicester 

Square Little Voice 8 55pm 
Mighty Joe 12 55pm. 3 .’5pm. 
6pm Waking Ned I 4ijpm. 
U 05pm. 6 35pm. 9pm 

PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4i53i O Ph>: UK Blue 
Planet 12.35pm Everest 4 45pm 
9pm (+ Short) L5 - The First City 
in Space (3-D) 2 40pm 7pm 
T-Rex: Back to che Cretaceous 
(3-D) 1 1 30am. 1 35pm. 3 40pm 

5 50pm. 8pm. 10 10pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
Circus Arlington Road 12 30pm. 
3 15pm. 6pm. 8 45pm 
Pieasantville 12 15pm. 3pm 

5 45pm. 8.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 2 noon 2pm 4pm. 

6 30pm. 9pm Saving Private 
Ryan 12.i5pm. 4 1 5pm. 7 45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) e Russell 
Square Aprite 4 40pm. 9pm An 
Autumn Tale (Conte d’Automne) 
1.35pm, 3 55pm. 6 25pm. 

8.45pm Central Station (Central 
do Brasil) 1.20pm. 6.40pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 22291 BR G Stolen 
American History X 2pm. 
4 30pm. 7 05pm. 9 30pm 

Le BOSSU 1 40pm A Bug’s Life 
U 30am Central Station 
(Central do Brasil) 2 15pm 
4 35pm. 6.55pm Life is Beautiful 
(La Y»ta e Bella) 1 45pm. 
6.45pm Pieasantville 9 20pm 
Seu! Contre Thus (I Stand Alone) 
4pm. 6pm Shakespeare in Love 
4 15pm. 9.15pm The Thin Red 
Line 3pm Waking Ned 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772j e Baker Sr ten 
Life is Beautiful (La Vita 
e Bella) 3 45pm. 0 1 6pm. 

8 40pm Waking Ned 3pm 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) e Angel 

Highbury 6 Islington Waking Ned 
3 40pm. 6 50pm 9pm 


SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) e Belsize Park 
Gods and Monsters 2.15pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm. 8.55pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) ■©■ Queensway 

American History X 1pm. 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm Arlington Road 
3.50pm. 6.50pm. 9.30pm 

A Bug's Life 1.1 5pm Life Is 
Beautiful (La Vita e Bella) 
12 15pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 
Mighty Joe 1 .45pm. 4.40pm. 

7 1 Crpm Payback 1 1 ,45am. 2pm. 
4 30pm. 7pm. 9.40pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1. 3 Opm. 3.40pm. 
6.30pm. 8.25pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12 30pm. 3.20pm. 6.20pm. 
9.05pm The Thin Red Line 8.40pm 
Waking Ned 1 2 noon. 2 . 1 0pm. 
4 10pm. 6 10pm. 9.45pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) ^ Sloane Sq 
American History X 12.30pm. 
3pm. 6pm. 8.45pm A Bug’s Life 
1 1 .40am. 1 .50pm Life is Beaudfui 
(La Vita e Bella) 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9 I Opm Madeline 12.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1.20am. 
I 30pm. 3.40pm. 5 50pm. 8pm 
Waking Ned 1 2 45pm. 2.50pm. 

4 55pm. 8 3C>pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

1 087 0-907 0711) -G South Ken 
Arlington Road 1 40pm. 4 10pm. 
6 50pm. 9.20pm Gods and 

Monsters 1 10pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 
9 10pm flyback 1. 30pm. 4 30pm. 
7pm. 9 30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12 50pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 

8 50pm The Thin Red Line 

1 20pm. 5pm. 8 30pm Ifou’ve Got 
MioJil 2.40pm. 5 20pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

10870-907 0712) e Piccadilly 
Circus American History X 

2 20pm 6 15pm. 9pm Life is 
Beautiful (La Vita 6 Bella) 

3 20pm. 6.05pm. 8.50pm 

Pieasantville 2pm. 4 50pm. 8pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 07161 O Picc Circus 
Arlington Road 1 2. 1 Opm. 
2 50pm. 5 40pm. 8.25pm Blast 
from the Past 12 15pm. 3pm. 

5 50pm A Bug’s Life 1 7 neon. 
2 l Opm A Night at Che ROxbury 

4 55pm. 7 10pm. 9 15pm Patch 
Adams £ 40pm Payback 12 noon. 

2 55pm. 5 55pm. 8.55pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1 40am. 1 35pm. 

3 45pm. 5 45pm. 7.45pm 

Shakespeare in Love 12.25pm. 
3 05pm. 5 45pm. 8.25pm You've 
Got MtS'il 12 05pm. 2.50pm. 

5 35pm. 8 45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(01 71-437 4343) O Lerc Square 
American History X 1 2. 30pm. 

3 20pm. 6 20pm 9pm Arlington 
Road 1 2 20pm. 3 1 Opm. 6. 1 0pm. 

9 10pm A Bug's Life 12.20pm. 

2 40pm. 5 05pm. 8 45pm The 

Opposite of Seat 12.10pm. 
? 40pm. 5 45pm Payback 1 1 .30am. 
1pm. 2pm. 3 30pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 8 30pm. 9.30pm 

Pieasantville I?noon. 3pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 20pm. 3 20pm. 

5 20pm. 7 20pm. 9.20pm Urban 

Legend 7 I Opm. 9 40pm You've 
Got Migiil 12 50pm. 3 30pm. 

6 10pm. 8.50pm. 

CINEMA 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 

(0181-896 0066) ^ Patk Royal 
American History X 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6 20pm, 9 I Opm Anti 11 1 Oam 
Arlington Road 1 1 .20am. 2pm. 

4 40pm. 7 20pm. 9.50pm 
Blast from the Past 7pm A 
Bug’s Life I2nc«:<n. 2 10pm. 4.20pm 
Jack Frost 1 1 .30am Madeline 1 lam 
Mighty Joe 12 10pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8 30pm Patch Adams 
4 20pm. i upm Payback i .20pm. 

4 10pm. 6 50pm. 9.40pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12 30pm 
The Rugrats Movie 10 50am. 
1 ? 50pm. 2 50pm. 4.50pm. 6 40pm. 
b 4C*)iim Shakespeare n Love 1 2 .50pm. 

3 30pm. 6 lupm. 9pm The Thin 
Red Line 9.20pm Vibkfag Ned 2 4upm. 

5 tKijm 7 1 0pm. 9.30pm You've Got 
MtS'il 1 40pm. 7pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
<e- Higfi Barnet Arlington Road 
3 4 0pm. 6.45pm A Bug’s 
Life 12 45pm Mighty Joe 1 2.45pm. 
3pm 6pm. 8 30pm Payback 
l ?:ipm. 3 30pm. 7pm. 9pm 


The Rugrats Movie 1 2 noon, 2pm. 
3.45pm. 5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.1 5pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.20pm. 
6.25pm Waking Ned 2.45pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Life 1 . 1 0pm. 
3.25pm. 5.30pm Madeline 3.45pm 
Payback 1.10pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1 .45pm. 4.1 5pm. 
6.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
8.30pm The Thin Red Line 7 40pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bexleyheath Arlington Road 
7.25pm. 9.50pm Blast from the 
Past 5.10pm. 9 50pm A Bug’s Life 
11am. 1pm. 3 05pm. 5. 15pm Jack 
Frost 11am Madeline 12.10pm. 
2.10pm Mighty Joe 1 1.30am. 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9 30pm Patch Adams 
12noon. 2.25pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 
9.45pm Payback 1.15pm. 3.25pm. 
5.35pm. 6. 50pm. 7.50pm. 
lOpmlFri) The Rugrats Movie 
11.10am. 12.10pm. 1.05pm. 
2.10pm. 3pm. 4.10pm. 5pm. 7pm 
Shakespeare in Love 4.10pm. 
6 30pm. 9 1 0pm The Thin Red Line 
9pm Waking Ned 12.05pm. 
2.05pm. 4.05pm. 6.05pm. 8.05pm. 
10.05pm You’ve Got M@il 
12.25pm. 2.50pm. 7.30pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR Brom- 
ley North A Bug’s Life 12noon. 
2.05pm Madeline 12noon Mighty 
Joe 1 pm. 3.35pm. 6.1 0pm. 
8.50pm. flyback 2 25pm. 5.45pm. 
8.35pm The Rugrats Movie 
12.20pm. 2.35pm. 4.50pm. 7pm. 
9.10pm Waking Ned 4.25pm. 

6 35pm. 8 45pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-461 1278) BR: Catford 
A Bug’s Life 12.30pm Payback 
2.45pm. 5 45pm. 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.30pm. 3.45pm, 
6pm Urban Legend 8 40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR West/East Croydon Hideous 
Kinky g. 30pm Shakespeare in Love 
lpm. 6pm 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0 1 8 1 -688 9291 ) 
BR: East Croydon A Bug's Life 4pm, 
7.45pm The Siege 7.45pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) 
BR. West Croydon. Aar zoo 8pm 
Mighty Joe 5.30pm A Night at the 
RoKbury 8. 10pm The Rugrats Movie 
5.40pm The TWn Red Line 7.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: West Croydon 
Arlington Road 1.50pm. 4.30pm. 

7 10pm. 9 50pm Blast from die Past 
6.10pm A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.10pm Mighty Joe 
10. 10am. 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6pm. 
8.50pm Batch Adams 4pm. 9.40pm 
Payback 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 7pm. 
9 30pm The Prince of Egypt 
1 0.20am The Rugrats Movie 

1 30pm. 4 50pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.50pm. 

3 30pm. 6.20pm. 9.05pm The Thin 
Red Line 8.25pm Waking Ned 
2. 30pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm 
You’ve Got M@II 1 .20pm. 6.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) ■& Dagenham Hearhmay 
American History X 155pm. 
4.35pm. 7.10pm. 9.40pm Antz 
I2midnighr Arlington Bead 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8 45pm Blast from 
the Past 6pm. 8.40pm A Bug’s Life 
Ham, 1.20pm. 3.50pm Jack Frost 
1 1 .55am Madeline 1 0.40am Mighty 
Joe 11 10am. 1.50pm. 4.30pm. 
7pm, 9 30pm Patch Adams 

4 40pm. 9.50pm Payback 1 1 _20am. 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1 .50pm The 
Rugrats Movie 10.50am. 12 50pm. 

2 50pm. 4.50pm. 6.35pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love lpm, 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) G- Ealing Broadway 
Arlington Road 8 30pm A Bug’s 
Ufe 1 1 1 0am Mighty Joe 1 . 1 Opm. 

3 35pm, 6pm Flyback 1 20pm. 
3.40pm. 6 50pm. 9 10pm The 
Rugrats Movie liam. 1pm. 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm Shakespeare in Love 
8.50pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UC1 1 2 10990-888990) 
e- Tottenham Hale American 
History X lpm. 3.50pm. 6.45pm. 
9.40pm Arlington Road 1 2. 1 5pm. 
7.15pm. 9.50pm Beloved 9pm 


Blast from the Past 4.40pm. 
7.40pm A Bug's Life l lam. 12noon, 
1.1 0pm. 2.10pm. 3.40pm, 6.40pm 
Jack Frost 10.30am Life is Beautiful 
(La Vita e Bella) 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Madeline 11.15am. 1.20pm. 
3.30pm Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 
3.1 5pm. 6pm. 8.45pm Patch Adams 
12.50pm. 10.1 Opm feyback 1 lam. 

I. 25pm, 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
The Rugrats Movie 10.45am. 

II. 30am. 12.45pm. 1.45pm. 3pm. 
4pm. 5.15pm. 6 10pm. 7.30pm. 
8 20pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.05pm. 6.25pm. 9.10pm The 
Thm Red Une 4.30pm. 8.1 Opm 
waking Ned 1 1 .45am. l.SOpm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm You’ve 
Got M@il 8.50pm 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968; 
BR/-G Elephant 0 Castle Arlington 
Road Gpm, 8.30pm A Bug’s Life 

I. 30pm. 3.30pm Madeline 2pm 
Mighty Joe 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6. 1 0pm. 8. 30pm Payback 4 1 5pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm 

FELTHAM 

ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR Feltham Aa Ab Uur 
Chalen 9.10pm Aarzoo 1 1 30am. 
3pm. 6.20pm. 9 45pm American 
History X 4.10pm. 7pm, 9.40pm 
Blast from the Past 11. 30am. 
2pm, 4 ,20pm, 6.50pm A Bug's Life 

II. 30am. 12 30pm. 1.50pm. 
2.50pm. 4pm. 5pm International 
Khiladi 12 20pm. 3.40pm. 7pm. 
9.30pm Jack Frost 11.40am 
Madeline 1 1 .40am. l .40pm Mighty 
Joe 11.10am. 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 
6 40pm. 9- 1 0pm A Night at Che 
Roxbury I Opm Patch Adams 
1 1 40am. 2pm. 4.40pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Payback 2pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 7.50pm. 9.20pm. 10pm 
Pieasantville 11 10am. 1.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1 lam. 1 2 noon, 
lpm. 2pm. 3pm. 4pm. 5pm. 6pm. 
7.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.40pm. 6. 1 0pm. 8.50pm The Thin 
Red Une 6. 1 Opm. 9.30pm Waking 
Ned 12.30pm. 2.30pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm You’ve Got M@II 
12no*n. 2.30pm. 5pm. 7.30pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ■& Ftnchley Central Antz 
10.40am Arlington Road lpm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm Blast 
from the Past 6. 1 0pm A Bug’s Life 
10.30am. 12.50pm. 3.20pm Jack 
Frost 10.30am Ufe is Beautiful (La 
Vita e Bella) 9.40pm Madeline 
II. 20am Mighty Joe 10.30am. 
1 20pm. 4.10pm. 7pm Patch Adams 
3.30pm. 9.20pm Payback 2 10pm. 
4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.50pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 0.35am The Ru- 
grats Movie 11am. 1.15pm. 
3.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.10pm. 4pm. 
6.50pm. 5.30pm The Thin Red Line 
8.3Qpm Waking Ned 1.40pm. 
4 15pm. 6.40pm. 8.50pm You've 
Got M@il 1 2.40pm. 6.20pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) ■©■ Finchley Road Arlington 
Road 1 . 1 5pm, 3 50pm. 6 40pm. 
9.20pm Blast from che Past 
6.30pm A Bug's Life 11.35am. 
1.45pm. 3.55pm Jack Frost 
10.55am Madeline I lam Mighty 
Joe 10.45am. 1.20pm. 4pm. 
6 35pm, 9.15pm Patch Adams 
10.15pm Payback 2pm. 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9 30pm Pieasantville 
12.30pm. 6.05pm The Rugrats 
Movie 12.15pm. 2.15pm. 4.15pm. 
6. 1 5pm. 8.15pm Shakespeare in 
Love lpm. 3.45pm, 6.25pm. 
9. 1 Opm The Thin Red Line 925pm 
Waking Ned 12.40pm. 2.55pm, 
5.15pm. 7.30pm. &.40pm You’ve 
Got M@ll 3.20pm. 8. 50pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC 10181-455 4134) Q Golders 
Green Payback 6 1 0pm. 8 35pm 
The Rugrats Movie 2pm. 4pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 Q 1 0 1 ) 
BR: Greenwich Arlington Road 
3.55pm. 6 30pm. 9pm A Bug's Ufe 
1 2 . 30pm. 2 . 30pm Utcle Voice 2pm 
Madeline i2noon Mighty Joe 
1. 45pm. 4pm. 6 15pm Payback 
4.35pm. 6.55pm. 9.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 8. 30pm 

HAMMERSMITH 
VIRGIN (0870-907 07 1 8) «■ Rauen- 
scourt Park A Bug’s Ufe 1 2.40pm 
Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
6pm Payback 3. 15pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm The Rugrats Movie 1 1 .20am. 
i.30pm. 3.40pm. 5.50pm. 8pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.40pm 
Waking Ned 1.30pm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. E.40pm 
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HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413)-© Belsize 
Park American History X 2.45pm. 
5.35pm. 8.25pm life Is Beautiful 
(La Vita fc Bella) 5.45pm. 8.30pm 
The RLigrats Movie 2pm. 4pm. 6pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.15pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181 -426 0303) 
O Harraw-on-the-Hffl Aarzoo 8.45pm 
international JQiIUkU 1 .30pm. 5pm. 
8.45pm Zakhm 1 .30pm, 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) -O Harrow-or-tfie-Hiff Amer- 
ican History X 1.10pm. 3.55pm. 
6.35pm. 9.20pm Antz 11am 
Arlington Road ?2. 10pm. 3.05pm. 
6.05pm. 9pm Blast from the Past 
6pm A Bug’s Life 11.50am, 1.15pm. 
3. 40pm Jack Frost 10.50am Made- 
line 10.50am Mighty Joe 10.30am, 

I . 10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 
Radi Adams 4pm, 9.40pm Payback 

II. 10am. 1.40pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 
9.30pm The Prince of Egypt 9.55am 
The Rugracs Movie 9.50pm. 1 2 noon. 
2.10pm. 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 8.50pm 
Shakespeare hi Love 12.10pm. 
3.20pm. 6. 30pm. 9.1 0pm The Thin 
Red Line 8.40pm Waking Ned 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 
You've Got M@ll 1 .10pm. 6.40pm 

HOLLOWAY 

OOEON [08705-05 0007) «■ Archway 
Arlington Road 6.05pm. 8.40pm 
Beloved 7.45pm Blast from the 
Past 5.10pm A Bug’s Life 12.05pm. 
2pm, 4pm Madeline 1 2noor> Mighty 
Joe 1pm. 3.35pm. 6.10pm. 8.45pm 
Payback 1 ,55pm. 4. 1 5pm. 6.35pm. 
8.55pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 .2 '5pm, 3.20pm, 5.20pm. 7.20pm. 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 6pm. 
8.35pm The Thin Red Line 
12.50pm. 4.20pm. 7.50pm Waking 
Ned 12.30pm. 2.40pm. 4.50pm. 
7pm. 9.10pm You’ve Got M@il 
12.20pm, 2.45pm 

ILFORD 

ODEGN (08705-0500071 e Gants H3I 
A Bug's Life 11.55pm. 1.55pm. 
3.55pm Nttgficy Joe 1 2. 1 Opn. 2 .50pm. 
5.30pm. 0.30pm Patch Adams 
5.55pm. 8.25pm Payback 12.10pm. 
250pm. 6. 10pm. 8.40pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 2noon. 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 
6.30pm. 3.45pm Waking Ned 
12.40pm. 3.20pm. 5.40pm. 8.35pm 

KILBURN 

TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171-328 
1000) ■& Kilbum The Land Girls 
3pm Waking Ned 7pm. 9.15pm 

-KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Life 1 .05pm, 
3.10pm. 5.15pm Payback 1 .10pm. 
3.30pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 .40pm, 3.50pm. 
6pm Shakespeare in Love 8.05pm 
The Thin Red Line 7.20pm 

M US WELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) O High- 
gate A Bug's Life 12.30pm, 2.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 8.30pm Mighty 
Joe I pm. 3.30pm. 6pm Payback 
1 .30pm. 4. 1 5pm. 6.30pm, 8.55pm 
The Thin Red Line 4.35pm. 7.50pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye American History X 
1.25pm. 4pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm 
Arlington Road 3.55pm, 6.30pm. 
8.55pm Beloved 8.30pm A Bug's 
Life 12.35pm. 2. 35pm Jack Frost 
1 2.05pm Madeline 2.05pm Mighty 
Joe 1 2 noon. 2.30pm. 5pm Payback 
4.35pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm The Ru- 
grats Movie 12.10pm, 2.15pm, 
4.20pm. 6.25pm, 8.25pm Waking 
Ned 2.45pm. 4.50pm. 6.55pm. 9pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Purfey 
Arlington Road 5.30pm. 8.10pm A 
Bug’s Life 1 .25pm. 3.25pm Life is 
Beautiful (La Vita 6 Bella) 6. 1 5pm 
Mighty Joe 2.45pm, 5.45pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.10pm. 3.10pm, 
5. 70pm The Thin Red Line 7. 1 0pm 

PUTNEY 

.ABC (0870-902 0401) e Putney 
Bridge A Bug’s Life 1 pm, 3. 1 5pm. 
5.25pm Payback 1 ,30pm. 3.5Qpm. 
6. 10pm. -43. 30pm The Jhrgrats 
Movie 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 5.45pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.1 5pm The 
Thin Red Une 7.35pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Richmond Madeline 1 2 noon Mighty 
Joe 1 2.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 
9pm Payback 2pm, 4.20pm, 
6.45pm. 9.20pm Waking Ned 
1.30pm. 4pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/O Richmond Arlington Road 
6. 40pm. 9.15pm A Bug's Life 
1.20pm. 3.30pm The Rugrats 
Movie 1 2.50pm, 2.50pm. 4.50pm. 
7.10pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare in 
Loire 12.40pm. 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 
9pm The Thin Red Line 1.10pm, 
4.40pm. 8. 1 0pm You've Got M@il 
7.40pm 

ROMFORD . 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford. 
Arlington Road 8.20pm A Bug's 
Life 1.30 pm F^cch Adams 1.40pm 
Payback 3.35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 2.10pm, 3.50pm. 
5.30pm The Thin Red Line 4.05pm. 
7.35pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) BR: Romford Arlington 
Road 2.50pm. 5.40pm. S.25pm A 
Bug's Life 1 pm. 3.05pm Madeline 
12.45pm Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 
3.15pm. 5.50pm. 6.35pm A Night 
at the Roxbury 12.45pm Patch 
Adams 2.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 
Payback J 2.50pm. 3.20pm, 
6.05pm. 8.4Qpm The Rugracs 
Movie 12.05pm. 2.15pm. 4.20pm. 
6.25pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare In 
Love 7 2.35pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 
8.15pm Waking Ned 12.15pm. 
2.25pm, 4.30pm, 6.35pm. 8.45pm 
You've Got M@i1 5.20pm. 8.35pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (054 r -55513 1 J BR: Sidcup 
Arlington Road 8.15pm A Bug’s 
Life 12.30pm Payback 2.45pm. 
5.45pm. 8 30pm The Rugracs 
Movie 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 6pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 07 1 7) BR; Crkk- 
levvood Arlington Road 6.45pm, 
9.15pm A Bug's Life 11.45am. 
2pm. 4.15pm Madeline 11.50am 
Mighty Joe 12.30pm. 3.15pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm Payback 1pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1 1 .30am, 1 ,30pm. 
3 45pm. 6pm. 8.1 5pm Shakespeare 
In Love 6pm, 8. 50pm waking Ned 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.20pm, B.4Spm 

STRATFORD 

NEW PICTURE HOUSE (0181-555 
3366) BR/-0- Stratford Arlington 
Road 8.55pm A Bug's Life 
12.1 5pm. 2. 1 5pm Gods and Mon- 
sters 8.35pm Jack Frost 12.10pm 
Mighty Joe 11.55am. 2.10pm, 
4 ,25pm. 6.40pm Payback 2 . 1 5pm. 
4.30pm. 6.45pm. 9.10pm The 
Rugracs Movie 1 1 .30am. 1 ,20pm. 
3.10pm. 5pm. 6.50pm Waking Ned 
4.15pm. 6.2Spm. 9pm 

STREATKAM 

ABC 10870-902 041 5) SR: Sirs atham 
Hrii Arlington Road 2.35pm. 5.45pm, 
8.35pm Patch Adams 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 2 1 5pm, 4.25pm. 
6.35pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.25pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Sneatham Hili/O Brixton American 
History X 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 
8-30pm. Beloved 7.40pm A Bug's 
Life 11.50am. 1.50pm. 3.50pm. 
5.45pm Madeline 12.50pm Mighty 
Joe 12.40pm. 3.20pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm ^yback 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm Waking Ned 
1 -40pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

UCI (0990-888990) O Surrey Quays 
American History X 1.40pm. 
4.20pm. 7pm. 9.45pm Arlington 
Road 12.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
9. 1 0pm A Bug's Life 1 1 .30am. 
2.10pm. 430pm Madeline 1 1.15am. 
1.15pm Mfghty Joe 12.1 5pm. 
330pm. 6pm. 8.40pm fcecti Adams 
7.10pm. 9.40pm Payback 11am. 

I. 30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.35pm 
The Rugrats Movie 10.45am. 

II. 45am, I2.45pm. 2pm. 3pm. 
kpm. 5.15pm, 6.20pm. 7.20pm. 
8.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.40pm. 6.40pm. 9.30pm The Thin 
Red Line 9.20pm Waking Ned 
lpm, 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sutcon 
Arlington Road 6.45pm. 9.45pm A 
Bug's Life 10.45am. 1pm. 3.30pm 
Life Is Beautiful (La Vita 6 Bella) 
9pm Madeline 1 . 1 5pm Mighty Joe 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 5.50pm Payback 
11am. 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 7pm. 
9.30pm The Rugracs Movie 
11.30am. 1.45pm. 4pm. 6.15pm. 
8.30pm Shakespeare In Love 
6.30pm. 9.15pm Waking Ned 
3.45pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

OOEON (08705-050007) O Uxbridge 
Arlington Road 6. 1 0pm, 8.45pm A 
Bug's Life 11.50am. 2pm. 4pm 
Mighty Joe 1,20pm, 3.50pm. 
6.20pm F&cch Adams 8.50pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 1 . 1 0am 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424) O Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Life 1.25pm. 
3.30pm Payback 2.30pm, 5.20pm. 
8.30pm The Rugrats Movie 
1 40pm. 3.40pm. 5.30pm Shake- 
speare In Love 5.40pm. 8.1 0pm The 
Thin Red Line 7.20pm 

WALTON 

THE SCREEN (01932-252825) BR: 
Wafton-on-Thames life ts Beautiful 
(La Vita 6 Bella) a 30pm The Rupats 
Movie 2.40pm. 4.35pm. 6.35pm 
Vlfefcnig Ned 3pm. 5pm. 7pm, 9pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181 -850 3351) 
BR: Eltham A Bug's Life 2 pm 
Payback 4.1 5pm, 6.30pm, 8.40pm 
The Rugrats Movie 1.20pm. 
3.30pm, 5.25pm. 7.10pm. 9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Wim- 
bledon A Bug’s Life 11. 35am. 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 5.30pm Jack 
Frost 1 2 noon Mighty Joe 1 1 .35am. 
1.45pm, 4pm, 6.15pm Payback 
2pm. 4.15pm, 6.30pm, 8.50pm 
The Rugrats Movie 12.15pm. 
2.15pm. 4.15pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.30pm The 
Thin Red Line 7.30pm Waking Ned 
2.30pm. 4.45pm, 6.45pm. 8.55pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463} «■ South 
Woodford Arlington Road 8.10pm 
A Bug’s Life 1.40pm Payback 
3.55pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm The 
Rugrats Movie 1.20pm. 3.20pm. 
5.20pm Shake^reare in love 2.40pm, 
5.25pm The Thin Red Line 7.25pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
O- Turnpike Lane Kachche Dhaage 
5.30pm Laa Wans 2pm Aa Ab Laut 
Chalain 8.45pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0187-854 5043) 
BR: Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Life 
1 ,30pm. 5.30pm Madeline 3.30pm 
Mighty Joe 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm, 8.30pm The Thin Red Line 
7.30pm 


Cinema 


Repertory 


LONDON 

□NE UJMIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (01 71-838 2144/2146) Tout© 
la Ville Danse (NC) 6.30pm Pepe 
le Moko (15) 8.30pm 

1CA CINEMA The Mall. SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) The Promise (La 
Promesse) (NC) 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 
Modulations (NC) 6.30pm, 8.45pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank 5E1 (0171-928 3232) Snake 
Eyes (15) 2.30pm, 8.30pm Tectonic 
Plates: Robert Lepage (NC) 
6.1 5pm Movie Crazy (NC) 6.20pm 
Laura (PG) 7.30pm Jesus of 
Montreal (18) 8.50pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) A Bug’s Life (U) 
1 1 .(0am An Autumn Tafe (Conte 
d'Automne) (U) 1.10pm. 6 20pm. 
8.50pm Life is Beautiful (La Vita 
e Bella) (PG) 3.40pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Letc Place. WC2 
(0171-437 8181) Vertigo (PG) 
1.15pm Buffalo 66 (15) 3.50pm 
There's Something About Mary 
(1 5) 6.30pm The Siege (15) 9.1 0pm 

THE PULLMAN EVERYMAN Holly 
Bush Vale. NW3 (0171-606 2345) An 
Autumn TWe (Conte d’Automne) (U) 
3.50pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (0171-420 0!00j 
Marius et Jeannette (15) Thur 
6.45pm + Jules et Jim (PG) 8.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
St, Brentford, Middx (0181-568 
1176) The Thin Red Line (15) 
1.30pm, 6pm Central Station 
(Central do Brasil) (15) 9.15pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
My Name is Joe (15) 1.45pm 
Festen (The Celebration) (15) 
4.T5pm. 8.45pm A Scene at the 
Sea (NC) 6.30pm , 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Gods and Monsters (15) 6pm 
Beloved (15) 7pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Elizabeth (IS) 12noon. 7.10pm 
American History X (18) 2.30pm. 
9.30pm He Got Game (18) 4.40pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) 16a Satellite (NC) 2.30pm. 
7.30pm The Philadelphia Story (U) 
6.15pm Life is Beautiful (La Vita 
e Bella) (PG) 8.30pm 

IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544) Hilary and Jackie (15) 
2.30pm. 8.30pm Madeline (U) 
2.30pm Elizabeth (15) 6pm La Vie 
Reuee des Anges f The Dream Life 
of Angels) (18) 6pm, 8.15pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Shakespeare in Love (15) 2 30pm. 
5.30pm. 8.15pm 


THEATRE 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: rimes and prices for the week: 
running rimes include intervals. 

• — Seats at all prices I — Seats 
at some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1): Sun. [3): Tue. [4): 
Wted. (5): Thur. (6J: Ri. (7|: Sar 

- • AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's drama. 
Old Vic The Cut. SET (0171-494 
5372/cc 494 53721 BR'O Waterloo. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. )4) 2.30pm. [7) 
3pm. £7.50-£30. 180 mins 

• ANIMAL CRACKERS Stage ver- 
sion of the Marx Brothers classic. 
Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- 
494 5045) Q Picc Clrc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm, |4J)7) 3pm, £9.50- £30. 

I ART Tom Mannion. Danny Webb, 
Gary Olsen in Yasmina Reza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham’s Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 867 1111)0 
LeicSq. Tue-Sac 8pm. [4| 3pm, (7J(!| 
5pm. E9. 50- £27.50. 90 mins. 

9 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Disney’s lavish family musical 
based an the cartoon fairy-tale. 
Dominion Toil Ct Road. W1 (0171- 
656 1888) G-Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (41)7) 2.30pm. £18.50- 
£35. 1 50 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy 
Russell's long-running musical. 
Phoenix Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171 -369 1 733] G Leic Sq. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [51 3pm. (7) 4prn. 
£1 1.50- £32. 50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) G daring X. Tue-Thur 3pm. 
Fri 5. 30pm & 8.30pm, Sat 5pm 6 
9.3 0pm. mat s (1) 4pm. £K>-£30. 
160 mins. 

9 CATS Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
musical New London fbrfcer Street. 
WC2 (0171 -405 0072/CC 404 4079) 
GHolbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3)[7| 
3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 

9 CHICAGO Maria Friedman and F^- 
ter Davison star. Adelphi Maiden 
Une. WC2 (0171-344 00551 G 
Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. i4])7| 
3pm. £16-£36. 130 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Co. fast-forward through 37 plays. 
Criterion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(0171-369 1747) G Picc Ore. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. 15} 3pm. [71 5pm. [1) 4pm. 
£10- £25. 120 mins. 

Z) COPENHAGEN Michael Frayn’s 
drama about the discovery of the 
atom. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/CC 344 4444) 
G Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[5])7] 2.30pm. £10-£30. 145 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this comedy 
about the sexes. Apollo Shaftesbury 
Ave. W1 (0171-494 5070) G P»cc 
Circ. Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri-Sat 6pm 6 
8.45pm. £5-£25. cones available. 

•DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
and numerous puppets star in the 
stage adaptation. London Apollo 
Hammersmith Queen Caroline 
Street. W6 (0171-416 6022) G 
Hammersmith. Tue- Sat 7.30pm. 
[4|[7J 2.30pm. ends 28 Aug. 
E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• THE ON GAME Joss Ackland 
and Dorothy Turin star in this 
sensitive drama. Savoy Strand. WQ 
(0171 -836 8398) G Embankment. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 15)17) 3pm. ends 
5 Jun, E9.50-E27.50. 

0 GOOD Charles Dance in CP 
Taylor's sensitive and humourous 
drama. Donmar Warehouse Earlham 
5LWC2 (0171-369 1732) OCovent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5)[71 
3pm, 7pm. ends 22 May. £1 4-£22. 

1 GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the film musical, starring Darren 
Day. Cambridge Earlham St. WC2 
(01 7 1 -494 5080) G Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |4J[7) 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 

• GROSS INDECENCY) THE 
THRS TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE 

Michael Pennington and William 
Hoyland in Moises Kaufman’s star. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Ave. W1 (0171- 
494 5065) G Picc Clrc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [4)[7| 2.30pm. £7.50- 
£29.50. 

I AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dakky’s production of JB Priestley's 
thriller. Garrick Charing Cross Rd. 
WC2 (0171-494 5085) G leic Sq. 
Mon-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 8.15pm. J4J 
2.30pm. (7[ 5pm. E12-E29.50. 1 10 
mins. 

I MACBETH Rufus Sewell portrays 
the ambitious regicide. Queen’s 
Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 (0171- 
494 5040) G Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (7) 2.30pm. ends 5 June. 
E10.50-E28.50. 140 mins. 

9 MAMMA MIA! New musical 
incorporating Abba tunes. Prince 
Edward Qid Compton Sr. W I (0171- 
447 5400) Q Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. 151[7) 3pm. £lS-£35. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman stars in this touch- 
ing corned): l&udeville Strand. WC2 
(01 7 1 -836 9987) BR/G Charing X. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, [5) [7) 3pm. £8- 
£27.50. 1 20 mins. 

9 LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo. Palace 
Shaftesbury Ave. W1 (0171-434 
0909) G Picc Gtt. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[5[|7| 2.30pm. E7-E3S. 195 mins. 

I MISS SAIGON Musical which 
resets the Madam Butterfly tragedy 
to Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. VVC2 (0171- 
494 5060} G Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. J4JJ7J 3pm. £8 50- £35. 
1 65 mins. 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit, sc Martin’s 
West Street. WO (01 71 -836 14^3} 
G Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. 1 3] 
2.45pm. (7| 5pm. £10-£24.50. 
135 mins. 

• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the National's production oi 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's musi- 
caL Lyceum Wellington Street. WC2 
(0870-606 3446) G Embankment. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4||7) 2.30pm. 
ends 26 June. E10-E35. 180 mins. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic musical. Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171 -494 5400/cc 344 
4444) G Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[4j(7| 3pm. £10- £35. 150 mins. 

• THE PRISONER OF SECOND 
AVENUE Richard Dreyfuss and 
Marsha Mason star in Nefi Simon's 
comedy. Theatre Royal. Haymarkec 
Haymarket. SW1 (0171-930 8800) 
GPicc Ore Mon-Sat 7.45pm. J4J[7J 
3pm. E10-E32.50. 

• RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
hdme and set in modem day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WC2 107000-21122 7) 
G Holbom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. (4J[7| 3pm. £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 

Jonathan Harvey’s new play gives a 
tender account of the life of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor |n rep. to- 
day 2.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 
150 mins. Lyttelton: 8-E27. 

• LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter's 
defining work depicts a menage a 
trois and stars Imogen Stubbs and 
Douglas Hodge. In rep. tonight 
7.30pm. ends 7 Apr. 90 mins Coctes- 
kw : E12-E18. Lyttelton: £8-£27 Day 
seats from 10am. South Bank. SE1 
(0171-452 3000) BR/O Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
OTHE BARBICAN: The Lion. The 
Witch and The Mbrdrobe Adrian No- 
ble directs the CS Lewis Narnia 
classics for children. In rep. today 
1.45pm 6 7.15pm. ends 8 May. 

• THE PrT: Roberto Zucco Drama 
inspired by a wanted poster written 
hyKo1tes.*1n rep. tonight 7 15pm. 
ends 1 May. Barbican Theatre: 
£5- £2 6. The Pit: E11-E18.50. Bar- 
bican Centre. EG (0 1 7 1 -638 889 1 ) 
BR /■©■ Barbican. 

ISACRED HEART New drama from 
Mick Mahoney in which two friends 
struggle to come to terms with their 
pasts and daunting Futures. Royal 
Court Upstairs (at The 
Ambassadors) (test St. WC2 (0171- 
565 5000) O Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7pm. 
ends Apr 24. £10. cones £5. 

1 D SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

musical featuring songs by the Bee 
Gees and starring Adam Garcia. 
London Palladium Argyll Street. W1 
(0171-494 5020) e Oxford Circ. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ]4))7| 2.30pm. 
E10-E32.50. 1 35 mins 

• SHOCKHEADED PETER Junk 
opera, featuring the Tiger Lillies. 
Lyric Hammersmith King Street. W6 

0 (0181-741 2311) e- Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pcn. [7] 2.30pcn. 
ends 10 Apr. £5-£18. 

• SLAVAS SNOWSHOW Slava 
Polounine returns to London. 
PkxacBly Denman Street. W1 (01 71 - 
369 1734] O Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [5][7| 2.30pm. E1O-E27.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s ever-popular hi-tech 
roller-musical. Apollo Victoria 
Wilton Road. SW1 (0171-416 607 0) 
BR/O Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[3](7| 3pm. E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

• 3 TRUST Gary Mitchell's explosive 
new drama. Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Sneer. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000) «■ Leicester 
Square. Tonight 9pm. ends 3 Apr. 
£10. cones £5. 

• THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York's) St Martin s Lane. WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) e Leic 
Square/Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
|4J{7| 3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Leonard Bernstein’s 
classic musicaL Prince of Wales 
Coventry Street. W1 (0171-839 
5987) ■©• Leic Sq/Picc urc. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (5[(7| 3pm. E18.50-E35. 
160 mins. 

D WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Andre Uqyd Webber's latest musicaL 
Aldwych Aldwych. WC2 (0171- 
416 6000/cc 836 2428) O Holbcm. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5)j7J 3pm. 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 

1 THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
HUTs chiDing ghost store. Fortune Rus- 
sell Street. W C2 (0171-836 2238/cc 
304 4444) O Covenc GardesYHribcm . 
Mon-Sat 8pm. (3) 3pm. |7] 4pm. 
£8.50- £2 3.50 llOmms 


Theatre 

beyond The West end 

ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree'S When Pigs Fly Gay musical 
comedy Tue-Fri 8pm. Sat 6pm & 
8.30pm. Sun 6pm. ends 3 Apr. £20- 
£25 cones £1 5. Great Newport St. 
WC2 10171-836 3334} &LeiC Sq. 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE A Small 
Drop of Ink: Snake New work set 
around Finchley Road. Tonight 7pm 
Sr 9pm. £9-£l2 available. Avenue 
Road. NW3 (0171-722 9301) 
e Swiss Cottage. 

KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Gob 

Ex-Take That good-looker Jason 
Orange stars. Tue- Sun 8pm. mats Sat 
& Sun 3.30pm. ends 18 Apr. 
£12-£14, cones £9 Upper Street, 
N1 (0171-226 1916) & Angel. 


<^ the information on 
Rogier van der Weyden 


What Is It? 

For its latest exhibition, the National 
Gallery has supplemented its collection 
of work by ihe Dutch master Rogier van 
der Weyden wilh paintings from LA's 
Getty Museum and the Gulbenkian 
Foundation in Lisbon. The highlight is 
The Magdalen Reading (below). In some 
eases, photo reproductions replace 
missing works in an attempt to widen the 
display, which also includes Pieni [tight). 





Who Was He? 

Rathercontnjversiaiiy. the National 

Gallery bails van de Weyden i (1399- 
cl464) as the “most influential artist of 
the 15th century". which reflects his 
impact on Italian painting. While this 
supports the views of bis contemporary 

critics and Florentine humanists, who _ 

revered him as a “glory among painters 
such eulogising has not been the 
unanimous response today. 

What They Say About It 

“He was an incomparable draughtsman 
and a daring, vet subtle, painter" 
Richard logleby. The Information. “A 
shoddy llulc enterprise.- it must not be 
taken seriously"’ Brian SewelL Evening 
Standard. “Amazing quality of photo 
reproduction” Tom Lubbock, The 
Independent. ”A lillfc piece of genius'' 



Charles DanvenL The Independent on v - 
Sunday. “An extraordinarily graceful and 
poetic figure... expressive of rapt - • ' ■ 

contemplation, composure and peace 
Martin GayfonL 77ie Daily Telegraph. 

Where You Can See It 

National Gallery. London WC2 (0171-747 
JSK5) to 4 Jul 

BEATRICE HODGKIN 


LYRIC STUDIO 400 Jokes with Che 
Devil Tragi -comedy about a failed 
attempt to make a film. Mon-Sat 
8pm. macs Sar 4pm. ends 1 7 Apr. 
£9. cones £5. King 5treet. W6 
(0181-741 231 1) O Hammersmith. 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Blood Knot 
Athol Hi card's lucid drama. Tue-Sun 
7.45pm. ends 25 Apr. £10. cones £6. 
Crisp Road. WC (OIBI-237 JIM) 
O Hammersmith. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE Up Against 
The Wall New black musical. Mon 
Fn 8pm. Sat 8.15pm, mats Sat 
4.15pm. ends 17 Apr. £8-£ 13.50. 
Kilbum High Road. NW6 (0171-328 
1000) OKilburn. 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


BARNSTAPLE 

QUEEN'S THEATRE Bing-Bong 
Keith Waterhouse's comedy stars 
Dennis Waterman. Mon. Tue. Thur- 
Sac. 7.45pm. mat Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 3 Apr. £lt-£14.50. Boutport 
Street (01271-324242) 

BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL The Dispute 
Marivaux's drama directed by Neil 
BartletL Tue-Sat 8pm. mat Thur 
4pm. ends 3 Apr. £7.50-£14.50. 
Bond Street (01273-328488) 

BRISTOL 

HIPPODROME THEATRE Phan- 
tom of the Opera Tour of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's huge hit musical. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mats Wed & Sat 
2.30pm, ends 22 May E10-E3Q. 
-rones available. St Augustmes Parade 
(0117-929 9444) 

THEATRE ROYAL The Price 
Compelling drama about two 
estranged brothers, each of whom 
carries a burning truth. Mon-Wed 
7.30pm. Thur-5at 8pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm. ends 10 Apr. £3-£19. 
cones available. King Street 
(0117-987 7877) 

CARDIFF 

NEW THEATRE Smokey Joe's Cafe 
Rock'n roll musical revue. Mon-Thur 
7.30pm. Fri 5.45pm 6 8.45pm. Sat 
3pm & 7.30pm. ends 3 Apr. £9-£2l. 
Park Place 101222-878889) 

IPSWICH 

WOLSEY THEATRE The Glass 
Menagerie Tennessee Williams' 
portrait of a faded Southern belle. 
Tue-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 8pm. mats Wed 
6 Sat 2.30pm. ends 3 Apr. E5-E14 
Ovic Drive (01473-253725) 

NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Boogie Nights 
MusicaJ with Shane Richie- Men -Thu r 
8pm. Fri 0 Sat 6pm & 9pm. ends 
3 Apr. £9. 50-El 8.50. Guildhall Road 
(01604-62481 J) 

PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Loot Michael 
Elphick and Letitia Dean star in 
Orton's drama. Mon-Thur 7.30pm. 
Fri & Sar 8pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. 
Sat 5pm. ends 3 Apr. E9-E1 1 .50. 
Embankment Rd 101733-552439) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE Hushabye 
Mountain Jonathan Harvey's new 
play with the twin setting of Heaven 
and Earth. Tue-Sat 7 ,45pm. mat Sat 
2 30pm. ends 3 Apr. E 7 50-£) 1 . 50 
Kingtand Road (01202-685222) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
A Midsummer Night's Dream 
Michael Boyd directs the seasonal 
classic In rep. today 1.30pm & 
7.30pm. ends 9 Oct. £5-£39. 
Waterside (01 789-29562 3) 

SWAN THEATRE Volpone J orison's 
exuberant satire, in rep. today 
1.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 9 Oct. 
E5-E36. WtatefSKJe (01 789-295623) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE The Late 
MJdrSe Qasses Harold Pinter directs 
Simon Gray's study of family conSkL 
Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri 6 Sat 8pm. 
ends 10 Apr. E4-E15.75. CJaiendon 
Road (01923-225671) 

WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Grease 
Luke Goss stars. Mon-Sac 8pm. 
mats Wed 2.30pm. Sat 4pm. ends 
8 Apr. E7-E22.50 Peacocks Centre 
(01483-761144) 


BOX OFFICE 


Now Booking 

SINGER AND SONGWRITER Suzanne Vega 
(below), best-known for the album Solitude 
Standing, and the track “Tom’s Diner", will 
perform a series of gigs this summer 
Bloomsbury Theatre, London Wl (0171-388 
88221 22-23 Jun 


Last Chance to Book 

STEERING EOS sensitive character through 
great turmoil Colin Tierney (below) shines as 
a survivor ol the Hillsborough disaster in 
Jonathan Harvey’s play Guiding Star. 
National Theatre, Cottesloe. London SEl 
<0171-152 30001 to S Apr 



exhibitions Classical comedy 


ABERYSTWYTH 
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES 
Kyffin Williams Oils, portraits, wa- 
tercolours and drawings. Mon-Sat 
10am- 5pm. closed 2-6 Apr. ends 
24 Apr. free. (01 9 70-6238001 

BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SOCIETY For Most of It I Have No 
Words: Simon Norfolk Photographs 
from sites of 20th century genocide. 
Mon- Sun 9. 30am - 5 30pm. ends 
6 Jun. £2.50. cones £1.75. Mitsom 
Street 101225-462341) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINI Accelerator Work by an 
international group of contempo- 
rary artists, including Hilary Lloyd. 
Ako Sasao and Suiy Spence. Mon-Sat 
10am- 7pm. Sun !2noon-6pm. 
ends 5 Apr. free. Narrow Quay 
(0117-929 91911 

CAMBRIDGE 

KETTLE'S YARD Bob Law Influ- 
ential artist's drawing, paintings and 
sculpture. Tue-Sat 12.30pm-5.30pm. 
Sun 2pm-5.30pm. ends 25 Apr. free. 
Castle Street (OI223-3S2124) 

LONDON 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield More than 50 colourful 
paintings by the leading British 
artist. Mon. Thur- Sun 1Qam-6pm. 
Tue 6 Wed 1 Gam-8pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
E6. cones £4. family £1 2. Belvedere 
Road SE 1 (0171-960 4242) 
BR/O Waterloo. 

NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Major exhibition of paintings 
and drawings by the 19tb century 
French artist Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 
10am-6pm. Wed lOam-lOpm. 
ends 25 Apr. £6. cones £4. Wed £4 
7pm- 10pm. 

Rogier van der Weyden in the Na- 
tional Gallery Paintings by the 15th- 
centuo' Dutch artisL Mon. Tue, 
Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. Wed 10am- 
9pm. ends 4 Jul. free Trafalgar 
Square WC2 (0171-747 2805) 
O Charing Cross/Leicester Square. 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
Millais: Portraits Retrospective of 
paintings by the Pre-Raphaelite 
artisL Mon-Sat I0am-6pm. Sun 
12noon-6pm. ends 6Jun. £4. cones 
£3. St Martins Place WC2 (0171-306 
0055) O- Charing Cross 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet in the 20th Century Eight}' 
paintings. Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm. 
Fri b Sat 9am- 10pm. ends 18 Apr. 
£3. cones £6. child 112-18) £3. child 
(8-11/ £1.50. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly W 1 (0 1 7 1 -300 8000/4 1 3 
1717) ■©•Green Park 

TATE GALLERY Jackson Pollock 
Mqjor painting retrospective. Mon- 
Sun J0aro-5.50pro. ends 6 Jun. 
E7.50. cones E5. family £19 (First- 
call 0870-842 2233 + £1.60 bkg 
fee). Mill bank SW> (0)71-887 
8000) ©■ Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
The Arts of the Sikh Kingdoms 
Exhibition exploring 300 years of 
Sikh heritage. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.45pm. wnds 25 Jul. £5. cones £3, 
UB40 disabled-'mems/after 4.30pm 
free. Cromwell Road SW7 (0171 -938 
8441) ■© South Kensington. 

NORWICH 

CONTACT GALLERY The Last 
Picture Show Closing exhibition of 
work by gallery members. Tue-Sat 
I0am-5pni. ends 20 Apr. free. 
St Benedict's Street (01603-760219) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
JOHN HANSARD GALLERY 
Postcards on Photography Paintings 
and sculpture exunining photography. 
Tue-Fri 1 1 am- 5pm, Sat 1 lam-4pm. 
ends 1 1 Apr. free. The University 
(01703-5921581 


Events 


CHELTENHAM 

SPOKES. SPANNERS AND SPARK- 
PLUGS Vintage motorbikes. 
Cotswold Countryside Collection 
Fosseway |01 451 -860715) Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 5pm. ends 
25 Apr. £2.50. cones 80p-£2. 

DOVER 

THE HOMES OF FOOTBALL 
Photographs of football grounds. 
Dover Museum Market Square 
(01 304-201066) Mon-Sun fOam- 
6pm. ends 4 Jul. £ 1 .70. cones 90 p. 

HATFIELD 

GREAT EASTER EGG HUNT Raise 
money for charily on a treasure hunt. 
Galleria Outlet Centre [01707- 
278301 ). today 1 030am- 1 230pm. £ \ . 

LONDON 

SOOTY'S MAGIC FACTORY Join 
Sooty and friends. Kenneth More The- 
atre Oakfietd Road, Ilford. 
Essor (0181-553 4466) ■& Gants Hill 
Thur Sr Fri 2pm Ct 4.30pm. Sat 11am 
ft 2pm. ends 3 Apr. £5. child £4.50. 

ZIPPO'S CIRCUS Clowns, acrobat- 
ics and horses. Shooters Hill SE3 
(07050-121416) BR: Blackheath. 
7on*gfrt 7. 30pm. ends 1 3 Apr. All 
seats £2 .99 today only. 

PORTSMOUTH 

PLAY UP POMPEY Memorabilia 
celebrating Portsmouth PC. City 
Museum b Art Gallery Museum Rd 

101705-827261) Today 10am- 
5.30pm. free. 


BRISTOL . 

ST GEORGE'S BRANDON HILL 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlight- 
enment/Leonfrardt JS Bach’s St 
John Passion. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£6-£1B. Brandon Hill (011 7-923 0359) 

CANTERBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Orchestra 
National tie Ulle/'Spering Mozarts 
Great Mass in C minor. Tonight 
7.30pm. £8-£13. The Friars (01227- 
787787 I 

LONDON 

ST JOHN'S. SMITH SQUARE 
Apollo Chamber Orchestra/Cher- 
naik Bach's St Matthew Passion. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £7.S0 -€20. Smith 
Square. SWI (0171-222 1061) 
■e Westminster. 

PURCELL ROOM Gary Arbuthnot 
Music by tbe young flautist and 
friends. Tonight 7.30pm. E8b £10. 
cones £6. South Bank. SEl (0171- 
960 4242) BR/O Waterloo. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL English 
Concert/Pinnock Handel s Apollo e 
Dafne and Vivaldi's Fbur Seasons. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £9-£20. South 
Bank Centre. SEl (0171-960 4242) 
BR/O- Waterloo. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Royal 
Philharmonic/Gat ti Mahler’s 
Kmderiotentieder and 5th Symphony. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £5-£32. Kensington 
Gore. SW7 (01 7 1 -589 82 1 2j O High 
Street Kensington. 

PORTSMOUTH 

THE GUILDHALL Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra/Berglund 
Music by Tippett’s and Dvorak. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £5.50-£19. Guild- 
hall Square (01705-824355) 


Opera 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Salome EN0 
revival of David Leveauxs staging of 
Strauss. Tonight 8pm. ends 20 Apr. 
E5-£55. St. Martin's Une. WC2 
(0171-632 8300) ^Leicester Square. 

SADLER’S WELLS Hansel and 
G re tel Humperdinck’s opera after 
Grimm in a WNO production. Tonight 
7.30pm £7 50-£60. Rosebery Ave. 
EC1 (0171-863 8000)0- Angel. 

WILTON'S MUSIC HALL The Silver 
Lake Staging of Kurt Weill 
by Broomhill Opera. Tonight 7pm, 
ends 1 8 Apr. £1 5-E20. Grace's Alley. 
El (01 71 -420 0000)0 Tower Hill. 


Dance 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Stomp Eight dynamic performers 
create an unusual rhythmic 
symphony. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 
3 Apr. £1 0-E22.50. cones available. 
Oak lands Park (01243-781312) 

GUERNSEY 

BEAU SEJOUR THEATRE Spirit of 
the Dance Spectacular celebration 
of international dance, tonight 8pm. 
£1 2.50-El 6. (01481-728591) 

LONDON 

PLACE THEATRE Aletta CoKfais 
Electric double bill. Tonight 3pm. 
ends 3 Apr. £10. cones E7. Duke's 
RcLWCI (01 71-387 003 JJ-DEusron. 

RICHMOND THEATRE English 
National Ballet: Tour de Force 
Extracts from five bailels. Tonight 
7 45pm. ends 3 Apr. £ 10-£! 8. The 
Green. Richmond. Surrey (0181-940 
0088) Q Richmond. 

WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
CUFFS PAVILION St Petersburg 
Ballet Theatre; Swan Lake 
Konstantin Tbtchkin’s new company 
performs Tfchaikovsky’s timeless tale. 
Tonight 7.45pm. ends 3 Apr. £8.50- 
£27. Station Road (01 702 -35 1135) 


r. : • %’ 
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Clubs 


BRIGHTON 

THE RATPACK LOUNGE AT THE 
OCEAN ROOMS Oh-so-irxmic night 
of kitsch music. Tonight 1 0 pm-2om 
1 1 . Motley Street (01273-699069) 

BRISTOL 

PHIUJ NTTCS AT THE THEKLA With 

vety special guest DJ Mushroom 
joinmg DJ Milo. Tonight 9pm-3a m . 

y before 1 1 pm. The East Mud 
Dock. The Grove (0 J 1 7-929 330 1 ) 

LONDON 

MASHED AT THE ANNEXE 
Featuring Headrillaz Sounds vstem 
Tomght 9pm-3am, £6. NUSA>efo r „ 
l lpm £4. Dean Street. Wl (0l7i- 

2B7 9608) O Tottenham Court Rd. 

YOU’RE SPOILING US AT THE 
CAFEDE HARIS Eighties electro and 
dance-pop wnh Dave Ball. Mark 
Moore and Jon Pleased WinuniiL 
Tonight 10pm.3am. £10. Coventry 
St.wi (01 71-734 7700) G 1 Picc CSrc. 

READING 

VALLEY MOODS AT PO NA NA 

D^ funk ond deep ^ 

* TO9h - Ton lght 9pm-2am 
£3. Duke Street (01 18-958 8<i?7) 


BRIGHTON 

BOB DOWNE - MILLION SELLERS 
AT THE DOME High camp and high 
kicks. Tonight 7.30pm. £12. Church 
Screet (01273-709709) 

EPSOM 

AL MURRAY PUB LANDLORD - 
LATE LOCK-IN '99 AT EPSOM 
PLAYHOUSE Perrier nominee in 
character comedy: Tonight 8pm. 
£12.50. Ashley Ave (01372-742555) 

GUILDFORD 

FASCINATING AIDA - BAREFACED 
CHIC AT YVONNE ARNAUD 
THEATRE Wit satire and sharp 
songs, tonight 7.45pm. from £1 3.50. 
Millbrook (01483-440000) 

LONDON 

HARRY HOJ. AT HEN 6 CHICKENS 
The Channel Ebur superstar presents 
work in-progress. Tonight 8.30pm. 
£5. St Paul's Road. N 1 (0171-704 
2001 ) O- Highbury & Islington. 

THE BEST IN STAND-UP AT THE 
COMEDY STORE Kevin McCarthy, 
Terry Alderton, Vic Henley and John 
Gorriffla plus open spots and MC Tim 
Clark. Tonight 8pm. £12. cones £7. 
Oxen don Street, SWI (0171-344 
0234) O- Piccadilly Circus. 

MILTON KEYNES 
CRAIG CHARLES AT THE STABLES 
Jtod Dwarf star performs solo stand- 
up for adults only, tonight 8. 1 5pm. 
£1 2.50. Stockwell Lane. Wavendon 
(01908-583928) 

OXFORD 

JONGLEURS OXFORD Andrew 
Maxwell, Phil Davey. Mandy Knight 
and Mark Biilingham. Tonight 
7.45pm. E8. Hythe Bridge Street 
(0845-6081818) 


MUSIC 

POP 


BRISTOL 

PLA INSONG Outstanding folk rock 
group. OEH Theatre Jacob’s Wells 
Road (0117-925 0551) Tonight 
8pm. phone for prices. 

KING'S LYNN 

SUZI QU ATRO . ALVIN STARDUST, 
THE RU BETTES Seventies nostalgia. 
Com Exchange Market Place (01553- 
764864) Tonight Bpm. £16.50. 

LONDON 

HOWARD MARKS The ubiquitous 
Mr Nice reminisces. The Borderline 
Manette Street Wl (0171-7342095) 
•O Tort Ct Rd. Tonight 8pm. £10. 

DRUGSTORE, THE PARADISE 
MOTEL,- LAPLAND One of only a 
handful of British dates by Isobel 
Montero. The Garage Highbury 
Corner N5 (0171-607 1818) 
•e/BR: Highbury & Islington. Tonight 
8pm. £8. 

ECHO AND THE BUNNYMEN, 
POLLY JEAN HARVEY fi JOHN 
PARISH Ian McCulloch's indie pk>- 
neers play John JfeelTs Live show The 
Improv Tott Ct Rd Wl (0171-387 
2414) O Warren St. Tonight 8pm. 
£12.50. 

PAUL JONES AND DAVE KELLY Re- 
spected British blues veterans. Mill- 
field Theatre Silver Street N18 
(0181-807 6680) BR: Silver Street. 
Tonight 8pm. £10. 

BIS. TEN BENSON Teen-C fizz-kids 
presenting work from the new 
album. Social Dancing. ULU Malet 
Street WC1 (0171-664 2030) 
O Goodge St. Tonight 8pm. £7.50. 

THE WHISKY PRIESTS Rollicking 
good-time folk rock band. 
The Weavers Arms Newington 
Green Road N1 (0171-226 6911) 
Q Highbury & Islington. Tonight 
8. 30pm. £5. 

MEAT LOAF Performing tracks 
from the Greatest Hits album. 
Wembley Arena Empire Way, 
Wembley. Middx (0181 -902 0902) 
O Wembley Park. Tonight 8pm. 
E23.50-E27 SO. 


MUSIC 

Jazz, world, folk 


CARDIFF 

JOHNNY PATRICK TRfO Micflaiids- 

based jazz pianist Cafe Jazz St Mary 
Street (01222-232161). Tonight 
9pm. E4. cones £3. 

LONDON 

Gary husband trio Modal jazz 

Pianist Tbe BuHHBgh St Barnet Herts 

(0181-449 0048) Q High Barnet 
Tonight 8pm. £7. cones £5. 

NELSON RANGELL Heavyweight 
fusion sax. Pizza Express Jazz Club 
Dean Street Wt (0171-439 8722) 
& Tottenham Courc Road. Mon-Sat 
9pm. ends 4 Apr. E12.50-E15. 

STEVE swallow Legendary port- 
bop bass guitarist Ronnie Scott s 
Frith Street Wl (0 1 71-439 0747/cc 
o 1 7 1 -439 0747) 0 Leicester Square. 
Mon-Sat 9pm 6 11. 30pm. ends 
3 Apr. £l 5. mems £4. 

WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
Caroline tayior group Dcvsng 
US hard bop drummer. Cliff* 
Pavilion Station Road (01702- 
35 1 1 35] tonight 9pm. £3. COWS £2- 
mems free. 
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Thursday Radio 


' RADIO 1 

pnB-easMHzFM) 

6^0 Zoe Bai aoo Kevri GfBewg 
12l»JoV^zi)0MarkRad- 
ciffe. 4JOO Chris Moytes. SAS 

■ Nawsbsat &OQ Dave Pearce. &OQ 
Lite in London: Lamacq and Peel 

■ .. tSLOCL AndyKershaw. SLOO CSve 
Oteiren. 4J00 - SJ3Q Scott MBs. 
jrRADfO 2 . 

1 ?(88^Q2MHrFM) 
j OOO Sarah Kennedy. 230 Wake 
Up to Wbgan. 930 Ken Brnca 

taXKJ Jrnmy Young. 2L00 Ed Stew- 

art SOS Johnnie waket 700 
? Dev^ABaa 600 Paul Jones 900 
Tate It Easy - Cafifomia Cool 900 

. , At the .Beeb: Kenneth Wffiaras. See 

! Pick ttf the Day. 1000 The Alan. 
y Price Set KUO FBchard AKnson. 
i- 1200 Katrina Leskanich. 300 - 

■ 400 Atoc Lester. 


PICK OP THE DAY 


APART FROM the inevitable 1 
April current-affairs teasers, 
there’s some grim listening today. 
Crossing Continents (llam R4) 
examines the rising levels of 
youth violence in France, where 
teacher morale is allegedly at 
an all-time low. 

What If? (8pm R4) considers 
the possibility of terrorist attacks 
against civilians using biological 
agents at a time when President 


Clinton has acknowledged 
the likelihood of an incident 
occuring somewhere in the US 
within the next 10 years. Despite 
assurances that such matters 
are taken seriously here, it makes 
for alarming listening. 

Thankfully, archive material 
of Kenneth Williams (right) At 
the Beeb (9.30pm R2) is on hand 
to assuage anxiety. 

Dominic Cavendish 
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RADIO 3 

f (9Q2-S24MHZFM) 

; 6JOO On Air. . . 

900 Masterworks. 

; «J 0 Aiistof the Wwk. 

; tLOO Sound Stories. 

12jp0 Composer of Week: Ftegec 
tOOThe fladto 3 Lunchtrne Con- 
i: cat-fttof Afen fofroduces a recital 
; gives last week in foe Bridgewater 

■ Hal ^smln Uttte (viofinX RterOn 

ifc Ftosope (piano). Defius: Vtofin Sonata 
OjNo t Beethoven: VoSn Sonata In <3, 

, 0p.30 No a Saint-Saens: Wroduo- 
tioo and Rondo c^ricooso, Op 28 
2J00 Die BBC Orchestras. 

■ ■ 4JD0 Ensorrtile. 

4^fS MU9C Machsia 
&00 to Tuna 

Z30 PerfoiTnance on a In ttls oia- 
" torto ofihree acta conposed for the 
Urwersity of Oxford, Handel por- 
trays the struggle of foe terae&tes 
against thek cruel and sacrtegous 
Queeri Afhafia, who has abandoned 
Jehovah and worships the pagan 
Baal lyrro Dawson soprano 
(AthaiaJ Nancy Argenta, soprano 
(Jossfoeth j, Christopher Robson 
countertenor (Joad), Choir of Clare 
Cofeg^ Cambridge, St Jamesfe 
BaroqttePl^ersrtvor Bolton. 

&40 Postscrip t Twenty-five years 
afte: W H Auderte deafo, poets and 
r crfttpsTbasSessTis po^ryand mate 
a perebnaf selection of readngs 

mwi • 

KMWMusc Restored. Lucie Steap- 
ing iritoduces a selection of works 
passed off ty virtuoso violntet fiitz 
Kreisier^lhosaofobsaxeCth- ' 


century composers when they were, 
in fact his own The trio Convivium 
abo perform some of the gemme 
artictes ty composers incfucfrig Pug- 
rani, TSartini and Franco«jr. 

KU5 Nj^ht Waves Since first visit- 
ing irxSa r the 60s, photographer 
Don McCufin has bufft (43 a unk^te 
portrait of the vast subcontinent 
Jatinder \feimer tafias to him about 
his fascination with hefe and efis- 
cusses this view with novefist VB<ram 
Seth whose novel, ‘A Suitable Boy’, 
evoked the complex panorama of ln- 
cten Sfe 

TL30 Jazz Notes. 

1Z00 Composer of the Week: 
Schubert(R) 

■LOO - &Q0 Through the Night 

RADIO 4 

(924-94J6MHZ FM ) 

6yOO Today 

9j 00 Meivyn Bragg - in Our Trna 
9 l 30 Automatic for the Peopte. 

9l 45 Serial: Plata 
KLOO NEWS; Womarfs Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Crossfog Continents. 
See Pick of the Day. 

1130 My Unde FredcSa 
1200 NEWS; Vbu and fairs. 

1257 Weather, 
too The World at Ona 
130 Open Country. 

200 f'EWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Pity about Kit- 
ty<R) 

200 ftWS; Cal Vbu and Yous: 
0870010 0444. 

228 RaSo 4 Appeal 
230 re^jy^ Red Herrfogs. (R) 

245 Thte Sceptred tela 
400 NEWS; Mce Wsrk. 

420 The Material Vtorfd. 


500 PM. 

5*57 Weather. 

600 Six OCtock News 
600 That Reminds Ma 
700 NEWS; The Archers. 

725 Front Row 

7- 45 High Days, Holy Days. A selec- 
tion of readings for Easter. 4: ‘Maun- 
dy Thursday'. The day of the big 
pomdge; Maundy money and Easter 
during the war, as related by Anne 
Frank, Oscar Wide, Evetyn Waugh 
and George Bernard Shaw among 
others. Read by Charlotte Cornwell, 
Denys Hawthorne. Kathryn Hunt 
Leo McKern and Leslie Phillips. 

800 NEWS; What If?. Four pro- 
grammes fo which Professor Christo- 
pher Andrew rewrites history by 
imagining how past events codd 
have been different 4: President 
Ctfoton has warned that germ war- 
fare now poses one of the greatest 
threats to foe security of foe USA. 
Quests, inducing former defence 
secretary Michael Portfflo, examine 
foe history of these terrifying 
weapons and contemplate the 
consequences of their use. See Pick 
of the Day. * 

8- 30 The Vlfeek fo Westminster. Pe- 
ter Riddell of The Times' takes a 
look behind the scenes 

900 NEWS; Leading Edga From 
understantfng the cosmos to the lat- 
est thinking on foe origin of Sfe, Ge- 
off Watts reports on foe latest from 
foe cutting edge of science 
920 Metvyn Bragg - in Our Time 
Meivyn Bragg and guest discuss 
ideas and events which have influ- 
enced our time 

10.00 NEWS; The World Tonight 


10-45 Book at Bedtime: My Moth- 
er's House Janet Suzman reads Co- 
lettes memoir (4/5). Colette recalls 
her farriByS pet dog. Toutouqua and 
her mothers views on religion. (R) 
tLOO NEWS; Do Go On A comedy 
series that uses the format of a ive 
discussion prcKyamme to take an 
original look at media absurdity. With 
Ainsfey Bfiot and his guesta 1: 
Health'. With Griff Rhys Jones. 
Graeme Garden and Mekanie Hudson. 
TL30 Experimental Feature: Your 
Place or Mine?. (R) 

12.00 News. 

12^30 Late Book: Age of Austenty. 
12^48 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service. 

230 World News. 

5^5 Shipping Forecast 
240 Inshore Forecast 
5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5^7 - 640 Farming Today. 


suffered serious injury as wel as 
those fighting for jet-ski freedom 
have their say. 

8JK) Inside Edge. 

200 Hoops. Fat Freddie M rounds 
up the latest news from the British 
basketball scene 
230 Sportshopu Trixie Rawfoson 
presente the sports consumer pro- 
gramme, including sporting investi- 
gations and news of all the latest 
sporting gadgets. 

10.00 Late NSght Live 
LOO Up All Nfight 

5.00 - 6.00 Morning Reports 

CLASSIC FRA 

(10QCFK)lflMHz FM ) 

64)0 Nick BaBey. BJOO Henry Kelly. 
1280 Requests. 200 Concerto 
200 Jamie Crick. 6^0 Newsnrght 
700 Smooth Classics at Seven 
SUM) Evening Concert Strauss: Till 
Eulenspiegel BerSn PO/Claudra Ab- 
bada Mozart A Musical Joke Con- 
centus Musicus Vtenna/Nikotaus 
Harnoncourt Leopold Mozart Toy 
Symphony. Academy of St Martin fo 
the Bekte/Nevie Marriner. Ka- 
balevsky: The Comedians. Phflhar- 
monia/Charies Groves. Vwdi: Suite 
The Lady and the FooT. 
LPO/Chartes Mackerras. 1LOO Aten 
Mann. 240 Concerto. 3*00 ■ 6d00 
Mark Griffiths. 


RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

9.45 - 104)0 DaBy Service 1200 
- 12-04 News; Shipping 5^4 - 
5J57 Shipping 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(69a 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast 
200 Brian Hayes. 

1200 The Midday News. 

LOO Ian Payne 

4.00 Drive. 

ZOO News Extra. 

7^0 On the Line The last pro- 
gramme in the series investigates at- 
tempts to make foe sport of jet 
skiing safer, ft reveals alarming loop- 
holes in laws designed to regulate 
the activity, and people who have 




Satellite and Cable 


600 Northern Lights (193?) (76604 200 
NtottoUrfcom ftMB) p673£9.«LOO 
VVteTt»8 6fVlrtM(19te^65799>1040Ut- 
ttoShopofHoriw»(®e^( 006£>200 
Narthnni U£fe (B07J^ar72^ 4JB0 Mco 
the IMcbm (19965 (M68). 040 Wbrriors of 
Vfou9fl9S7)$*5^ «6Q Holywood 
Buzz (t081^ aJOTheGaitten of RKtamp^ 
tion (1997) |B83aa371). Red (BBa 
(5063881 tUO fitoaplng wteuhe Bwmy 
(891) (3Z382Q. See Pick of the Dey. LOO 
Sunrisfog Pteasao (1996) (5603837). 3-35 
- 6bOO Desperate Tral (684 (teWTtl). 
6KY HOVEMAX 
ZOO A Factor Justice (696) (42888) 
9uD0 Friendship^ Field (696} (1833^. 
itOO CBb to Canada (69 Cf (83449). LOO 
A Rtf* far Justice (696) (29449) 800 
. F fiand ah ip h Retd (S9q (33913) ObDO Mf- 
acb In tie Vlbods (687) (3471(5. ZOO h- 

depenttorts’ bay (S9B) {9387^. BOO The 
McPherson 'ftps (697) (2267). 9w30 The 
Jerky Bops (68$ (8890!) ItOO Crying 
Freeman -(SG^ P595T7). 1249 Alan N»- 
tion- Mhrntam (698) (B5531V^ *JSASen 
Nation -Body and Soi* (696) (14600?. . 
9AS BeSdfM (696) (72689). &30 - 
ZtolOaEtolh the Woods (697) 

(B48473I4 


PICK OF THE Day 


AFTER A COUPLE of years in 
the doldrums, Julia Roberts 
(right) stormed back with My 
Best Friend's Wsddxng. This just 
reminded us of her star quality; 
which is also evident in Sleeping 
with the Enemy (11-5 Opm Sky 
Premier), a tense thriller from 
Joseph Ruben. Sbe plays the 
battered wife of Patrick Bezgin. 
To escape him, she fakes her 
own death and relocates to a 
small town, but he discovers she 
Is alive and tracks hers down. 


James Cameron did not 
en de a r himself to many people 
at last year's Oscars, yet for all 
that, there is no denying he is 
a formidable director What he 
does best is marshal seemingly 
unwieldy, big-budget special 
effects-laden projects into 
coherent Sms. That has been 
apparent in all his best work 
from The Terminator to Titanic. 
He is profiled in The Directors 
U.50am Sky Cinema). 

James Hampton 



IStsjLdcfcDown QS3B) (7650265). 

I GWRo Left Behind (656) (8603866). 
I ThaTaft-Handed Gun (1958) 
pss33SQf«MM The Lons Hot Sumter 
t®58X763H01} 1200 Next Stop Qraen- 
wiChVfcge (»78) (940656). LOO The Dl-' 
recfcnL{M33376). 

250 An Anoapofe Story (655) 

P7866840). 420 The foRoom 
(65£9 (8»Wr^ 5*45 CIOS& ‘ ’ 


teOOThBBreaWkne (5900420). 639 Trie 
VWhte Bidbgn (69^ (4953710). 740 A . 
Hedgehog hthaFog (7258130) 8JX) 
Stand ty«trft988) (41491604 83S Week 
Sr, Weak Out {207880$. fOJOO Raring 
Stones ttasa) (5566130). H38 Angela 

(S9gflZ732e4).LMAm8tour(B94- 
075631) Ids Heawnly Creatures (094) 

- OJOO "The Brain from 
Planet Aioof (08^(579639^ 

oncaysm CHAsomx. 

AM FHtoflAdwertires (H57791 )l A30 A 
RwrSotnire how (16397^200 Search- 
■ ItorLQBtWbrids^ffiaaoe^OM 
“tSCfi'm7M8q.«aOV*y*ofthe. . 
1(5396823) L30 RjtUWOrid .. 

W04- 200 Magazine (8162517). 9JD0 
Sdmre RpoNterr^SSOB^ MM Engf- . 


neertrtg Disasters ^17546^. ttOO Forav 
8ic Detectives (3471420) 1200 Super 
Structures (6410668) LOO Searching for 
Lost Vtorids (6222918^ 200 Close 

SKY ONE 

700 Court Ouckute (51536) 7J30 &immy 
(63371) 8-00 EartfMrorm Jim (25062) 
&3Q GodzBa (8*33S$.8 lOO Pokemcn 
(469C) aao me Smpsona (59S17) 
KMW Shadow Raiders (13888) to30 
Xena (0623) 1L30 Legend of the Hddsn 
City (B9420) 1200 ’&rzan (7W6 ^l LOO 
Mad about Ybu (50807) L30 Jeapmfy 
P2604). 200 Safly Jessy Raphael (14ST7) 
340 Jerry Jones (70536) 4UM Poke- 
mon (9730) A30 Shadow Raiders (8620) 
SJOO Star Ttek: Voyager ^994 04)0 
Amerfcals Dunbest Olmfoats §5888) &30 
Dream 'teem (8028) too The Simpsons 
(9623) 7130 -The Sxnpsons (9352) &0O 
America Dumbest Crimhate (8371) &30 
vtfaritfil WaMast TV OOO Friends 
(88565) 9^0 E R (43284) 10-30 Varorv 
cato Closet (45826) ItOO Dream Item 
(50772) 1130 Star Trek: Vbyager (3967) 
1230 Law and Order (6314) L30 - 
TOO Long Play (4998005) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

1UM) Sports Centre (4873771) 735 VJeSet- 
sporte (265B07) 8J5 Yodre on Sky 
(7234333) 200 Racfog (176^. 230 Aef- 
obks (2BS49 MlOO FSngside P344S) 
1L30 tfobefevabte Sports (WHO) 1200 
Aerobics (44438) 1230 Footbat Scot- 
land vs Czech ftepubfc (52772) 200 


Rugby League V*rB (60G81) 3-30 V".bier- 
sports Wtxld (7533S) 4^0 Rngside 
(67234)600 Scy SdotIs Cerare (3488) 
630 Ftxflbafl L ea gu e Review (24201 ZOO 
Futbol Murufal (623) T30 Super League: 
Bradford vs Leeds (2367) 8J0 What a 
Weekend (42326) 1000 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre S221401) 1035 You're on Sky Sports 
(445772). 1U» Trans Vtortd Sport (86246) 
1200 Sky Sports Centra (4599005) 

1235 Vbu're on Sty Sports (7439937) 
LOO Super League: Bradford vs Leeds 
(36802) 200 The Rugby Club (48869) 
200 FoctbaB l eag ue Review 186260) 
400 Futbol MurnSal (5S63) 4-30 Sky 
Sports Centre (45840314)4^5 Ctose 
SKY SPORTS 2 

ZOO Aerobics (8028771) Z30 Sky Sports 
Centre (40«t081) Z45 Racing News 
£505623)835 Unbefevatte Sports 
6692604) 845 Sports Centra (9443739) 
9uOO Fish TV (3765492) 9J0 Fab TV 
(9^953^. «UJO Pool (3(73620) 1LOO 
Golf Extra (4258178) 200 Sports Unfimrt- 
ed (3528062) 300 Motor Sport (5233091) 
3-30 Intama&onaJ FootbaS: Scotland vs 
Czech Repubic (1213536) 500 Football 
Lsa^re Review P245826) 500 Futbcl 
ktonrial (3K797) 600 What a Weekend 
(3587710 6^0 The Rugby Ckib 
P99S7^. TOO Motor Sport (35W246) 
800 Motor Sport (8665333) 10OQ Gdf 
USA (4525062) 1200 European Tour Golf 
(5228395) LOO Moor Sport (723128) 
300 Trans WWd Sport (428484<>) 400 
Sports Centre (660412Q3) 445 Cfasa 


SKY SPORTS 3 

1200 V/atersportS <76567;.17) 100 Fish 
TV (464636231 1.30 nsh TV (765700SU 
200 FA Cup Classics- V,t?st Ham United 
•vs ruiham (906515261 300 Motor Racing 
129053333). 500 Formila Three Raong 
(242649T3) 600 Survival cl the Fittest 
(3J261826). 600 Inside PGA (24252173, 
700 Euro Tour Golf I93604284J. 800 
What a weekend (CT607555) 800 Futbc-I 
Min dal 167696062) 900 Trans World 
Sport 193600468). 10.00 Football Scrap- 
book (48417710). 1L30 Close 
EUROSPORT 

700 Roller Skatinq (16468). 9.30 FootteB 
(15178) 1L30 Swimming (651913) 200 
Football (56468) 400 Tennis (51623.1 
500 Racing Line (98401 1 600 Mad Mas- 
ters Writer Games (4888) 700 Swimming 
(51913) 800 Terms (57807) 900 FooibaJl 
(36555) 1100 Racing Line (26082) 1200 
Mad Masters Winter Games (357531 
1200 Dose. 


Creatures Great and Small (6230420) 
600 Dynasty (537226S) 700 Orly Fools 
and Hccses (64423:6 ) 1200 The Bill 
(7867531) 1200 The Bfli (6584208) LOO 
Between the Lines i623437S). 200 Some 
Mothers Do Are 'Em (8631753) 245 - 
7.00 Shopping (7900T7351 

LIVING 

600 Tmy and Crew (76325807) 605 
Johnson and Fnends i59CG2l78) 640 
Tmv Tales (91004234) 6A5 Babatoos 
(91003555) 6.50 Polka Do? Shorts 
191084420) 700 Practical Parenting 
(11020621 705 Professor Bubble 
i6S58130i 7-30 Cafcu (11343521 70S 
Bug Alert (8608346) 705 Practical Parent- 
ing (4433604) 800 Barney and Friends 
(44430811 8-25 My Zoo (8537130) 8.30 
Tmy and Crew (8553623) 800 Practical 
Parenting (9880420) 9.00 Special Babies 
(3657371) 9.30 The Roseanne Shew - 
HighSghts (2235555) 1000 The Jerry 
Spnnger Show (2735555) 1000 tJIaury 
PoviC+i (7576246) TL40 BrC'OJ'Side 
(718723521 12J0 Through the Keyhole 
(360987101 12.40 Rescue 911 (10089888). 
1.10 Beyond Befie* Fact or Fiaon 
186701449) 1.40 Maury Pov-ch (6936265) 
2^0 Special Barnes iTw2307i 34)0 The 
Jerry Sprrger Sh-AV (4291739) 3^0 
Mtcriael Cole (6018091) 4,40 Thiou^i the 
Keyhole (554832841 5.10 The Heat (s On 
(516294661 5-40 Ready. Steady. Cook 
19877346) SJ5 The Jerry Sprrger Show 
(95768661 7.05 Rescue ?n (30465691 
7J5 Animal Rescue (42792841. SXJO LA 
Law (90533071 9 JOO Flhn: Shame (1992) 
(6803834) 11.00 The Sex Files (3195130) 
12-00 Close 


TNT 

9.00 The Sunshne Boys (1975) 

(787523611 IMS Wise Guys (1986) 

(35276 130 1 1.00 A Day at the Races 0937) 
(9062993” 3XJO The Best House m Lon- 
don (1966) (84 924869) 5.00 Ctose. 


UK GOLD 

7to0 Crossroads (3464130) 7.30 Netgh- 
Pours (7214130). 7.55 EastEnders 
(8620642) 8UTO The Bfl (7494375) 9XJ0 
The BA (7418555) 9J0 The House ol 
Oort (7100062) 1CL30 Rhoda (7414739). 
1L00 Dallas ©546994) 1L55 Neighbours 
(481203261 1Z2S EastEnders (9695081) 
LOO Bugs (5359401) 2.00 Dallas 
(1967062) 2-55 The &i\ (3961082) &2S 
The B® (2636488) 3-55 EaslEnders 
(9137034) 4JS0 Rhoda H155333) SjOO AH 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

700 Clueless <9265) 700 Grace under 
fire 1 6246 1 800 Mad about You (8913) 
800 Spot Ulv 17420) 900 Drop the 
Dead Donkey (263891 900 W1>:-se Una Is 
II Anyway" (40468) lOOO Frasier (94979) 
1000 Cheers H2S7). tl.00 SemteW 
1758841. tL30 Lany Sanders (59604) 
1200 David letrerman (60424) LOO It's 
Garry S handling 5 Show (31666) L30 
tiirses [286851 200 Almost Perfect 
H4043) 2.30 TiDS and Fibs (95550i 300 
Work arid Llndy i618<32) 3-30 Abt>5Tt & 
Costello (84802) 4.00 Ctose 


Regional television Variations 




P- 






BBC1 KIBEUUn 

AsBSCI LOUDW AiMpfi OOO - 

Newsfine aSO (88) 0JS Sunshine in a 
Room KW88) fWMrs Merton and. 
Malcolm 064371) 1200 The Wford on 
the Street (4082385) tZJS Fftm Fight 

- ofi the intruder (909937), £00 Jofoa 
. EBC News 24 (65948840}, 

Wl SCOTLAND- 

M ^9Ct LONDON ncepb i±M 

Oaanwt{H7B773- NMW iWeurSe-, . 
Ufai&Kfoantediznca (7B22MTft: : 
SOONaws PQ. 0*30 fteporting Scat - , 

- tam-VB^her m- NLW JavperGar- - 
nrtt-'Baek totfwBD^:(C2S3^ 

VMLtt '..-l:'-* " 

BSOI LONDON 
twjSAODD 
LO^jh Hopes 

ANOUA' • . • 

^s Cariton «ut«»Ci «SAO Anofe 
News end Wbatter p»87888^. 12 W. 
Shorttand Street Jisratt-IDD Home 



■1L40 The TTckef (9686220. 12-00 Pub- 
■ ; lc Morals ffi8048) 1200 The Jerry 
' Sprir^orSiow (9606444) 115 
TratoMJOttere (368024) 2.15 Pop down 
the Pii) (81953M) 240 Box Office 
America (4475227). 3.05 Cybernet 
■■(84830227). US Murder. She Wrote 
A &36734) «5 Coach (82191109}. 430 
. .. fTV Mghtecreen 07»f95Q. 

Central 

1i C ar l t o n ttcapb lZZO Central 
Itewa and Wsather (9678888) 12^5 
Home end Away (2059604). 210 Echo 
' Pofot (8929679T) &30 Shorttend Street 
(91) 64H) Central News at Six (84) 

' 1L20 Central News and weather 
tLOO Wonderful You 
307) 4*00 JoWfoder (7485444) 
Asian T 


IK *■ 




MCrineNfch^ 


-NTV.WkLEO 

-Mm. CarHen except: 1030 This 
Morning 148597975) 1215 HTV News 
■ arid Vteafter (7450159) 12J5 Shetland 
Street (1133791) 130 Home and Away 
, .(16540517) L55 Tlw Jerry Springer 
Shaw (54^75) 3J0 fTV News Head- 
; : -*»s-{§TC^S2S) %S HTV News 
; 7 ®l O to 7) 3^0 Crazy Creatures ®1) 
vlAOffTVNaws (84) 730 Vlfales TWs 
Week (0) iouoo In the Company of 


Strangers (733$. 1L20 HTV News and 
Weather (466555) 1L30 We Can Work 
R Out (88170) 12410 Tales from the 
Daiksjde (68043) 12^0 The Jerry 
Sprayer Show (9606444) U5 
tfafo^xjttere (368024) 235 Pop down 
the Pub (B195314) 240 Box Office 
America (4475227) 3.05 Cybernet 
(B4830227) ZJ3S Murder, She Wrote 
(2235734) 4^5 Coach (S219T1Q9) 4^0 
(TV Mghtecreen @741956) 

HTV WEST 

A* HTV Wales except: 5.30 Plea- 
sure Guide (91) 7.30 Wb Can Work it 
Out (8) 10.00 Naked Secrets (7333) 
1L30 A Trip n the Cosmic Buggy 
(88 178) 12.00 PUbBc MOfBiS (68043) 

HERBHAN 

As Ca rlton e xcepts 1£L30 This Mom- 
ing (49397979. 12A5 Utaridten News are 
Wiather (M5015S) 12J5 Shortiand 
Street (1133791) L30 Htxne and Awe y 
(1S40517) L55 The Jerry Springer Show 
(54(£975) 3J0 ITV News HescSnes 
(510562^. 3dS Marian News and 
Wteatfier (5®4S7) 5^)0 Home and Away 
(5517) 5J26 Crimestoppers (1072212) 

SJ3 Q Ridgeridsre (91) SJOO Msrkfan 
'tonight (84) 1L2Q Meridian News and 
Wtether (466S5) 1L30 Frtz (37710) 


1230 The Jerry Spnnger Show 
(9606444) W5 Tratnspoffers (368024) 
215 Pop down the PuD (8195314) 2.40 
Box Office America (4475227) 3J>5 Cy- 
bernet (84830227). 3.35 Murder. She 
wrote (2236734) 4.25 Coach (82191109) 
4J50 ITV Nightscreen (74704260L 5.00 
Froescreen (33913) 

WESTCQUNTHY 

As Carlton except: 10.30 This Morn- 
ing (49597975) 12J5 VltesiCOuntry News 
(7450169) 12^7 UUmmauons (9666807) 
1255 Wesxoumry Lunctinme L/ve 
(2059604) 310 ITV News Headlines 
(5105326) 315 Wfesicountry News 
(5W41 97) 5.30 Dig It with Den (91L 6.00 
Westcournry Live (84) 11.20 VVestcountry 
News (456555). 1L30 Wonderful You 
(37710) 12-30 The Jerry Springer Show 
(9606444) 115 Tramspotters (3680241. 
215 Pop down the Pub (8195314) 2A0 
Boc Office America (4475227) 34)5 Cy- 
bernet (348302271 3 JS Murder. She 
Wrote (2236734) 4.25 Coach (82T91109L 
450 ITV fightscreen 07fl95Si 
YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 1215 Calendar 
News (7450159). 12.55 Home and Away 
(2059604) 210 EmmerOale (e92&879i). 
550 Tcrught (91). 6H0 Calendar i84). 


1L20 Calendar News (466555) 1L30 
Reneijade 12308071 4.15 Jobfinder 
(87518021 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12.15 North 
East News and Weather (?t501S9i 5.30 
North Easl Tonight (2179U tL20 North 
East News and weather \466555 l 1L3Q 
Around the House i8S1»3) 12.00 Tales 
trom the Daft side ( < . 00462). 


S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 12.00 Be- 

witohed (637643331 12.30 Sesame 
Street 1936*5401) 1.00 Planed Plant 
(69293130; 1.30 Film Red Beret 
(21372913) 3.00 Oooss 10 Manual 
(4H09437H 4^0 Rich Lake (99691975). 

5.00 Planed Plant Uned 5 (41073B68) 
5.30 Countdown i99cl5556)L 6U0 
Newydrion U9M997=.i 6.10 Hero 
(39920420.1. 7.00 Pot'-n y Cv/m 
■41086352' 7J0 tJe.-.vddiun |99632604i 

8.00 Slay maker (H0fi27~2j 3-30 Pam fi 
Qua- * *41061807) 9.00 1 dor (277I3975L 
10-00 Father Ted W 30420' 10.35 
Fnenos (81422623) «-05 The n OCIock 
Show 1 850779 W) 11.35 King of the Hill 
167667555) 12415 Dispatches (15679550) 
12.35 Rising Damp it. 1902956). 1D5 
Prey (63927550. 2.00 Close 


Independent Pursuits 


Chess 

JON speelman 


VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215. T197- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 
6-30 Russ WtUiams. 9^0 Mark For- 
rest LOO Nick Abbot 4 JOO Harriet 
Scott 6^45 London Calling with 
Harriet Scott/AM Pete and Geoff. 
730 Pete and Geoft 10D0 Gary 
Davies. LOO Richard Aden. 4-30 • 
630 Phil Kennedy. 

World Service Racfio 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO The World Today. 130 The 
Works. L55 My Century. 200 The 
World Today. 230 Westway. 2^45 
Performanca 300 The World To- 
day. 330 World Business Report 
345 Insight 400 The World To- 
day. 420 Sports Roundup. 430 - 
700 The World Today (430-700) 
TALK RADIO 

600 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Nick Ferrari. 900 Scott 
Chisholm and Sally James 1200 
Justice with Jacobs LOO Anna Rae- 
burn. 400 The SportZone. 700 
One to One with Andy Gray. 800 
Jackie Mason. 10 OO James Whale. 
LOO - 600 Gordon Asfcy. 


OVER SEVEN-AND-A-HALF weeks, 
from late November 1977 to early 
January 1978, two sons of Len- 
ingrad, Boris Spassky and Viktor 
Korchnoi, fought one of the most 
monumental and acrimonious 
matches of all time in the then 
peaceful city of Belgrade. 

A campaign which had begun 
with fire on the chess board but 
easy accord elsewhere degenerat- 
ed into all-out wax after Korchnoi 
strode to a five-nil lead in the first 
10 games: but Spassky, who 
donned reflecting glasses and 
started to appear at the board only 
to play his moves, won the next four. 
Several protests and walk-outs 
later. Korchnoi took the 17th and 
18 th games and the match; and 
booked his place for a still more 
traumatic showdown with one 
Anatoly Yevgenevich Karpov in 
Baguio City... 

More than two decades later, 
the two old chargers, Spassky who 
nowadays lives in FYance and 
Korchnoi in Switzerland, are in 
merdfulty friendly combat again in 
their old home city under its new 
old name of St Petersburg. 

The match, consisting of 10 
rapidplay games with one hour 
each on the clock started on 27 
March with a rest day on 30 March 
and the final two games being 
played today. Despite being the 
elder - he was 68 on 23 March while 
Spassky was 62 on 30 January - it 
is Korchnoi rated 18th in the world 
at 2,673, who is much the more 
active of the two. And alter an even 
exchange of blows in the first four 
games, ah of which were decisive, 
he took the lead on day three, 
almost winning the fifth game as 
Black, then pulling out the stops in 


this splendidly barbaric contest 

3 13!? is one of the ways of avoid- 
ing the Grunfeld - 3 Nc3 d5. 
Vladimir K ramnik used it in the last 
game of his match with Alexei Shi- 
rov in Cazorla last June and 
although he lost brilliantly the 
opening was far from clear Kram- 
nik, though, played 8 Qd2 rather 
than the old mainline 8 f4 as here. 
- 8... c6 was submissive- 8 ...Nc6 
9 d5 Na5 10 Bd4 e5! is critical, with 
great complications. Korchnoi got 
a big centre and with the very 
aggressive 12 g4i? safeguarded it 
from ...13. With 13 ...c5! Spassky 
adopted the classic recipe of meet- 
ing a flank attack with central 
action. But 19 ...Rd8 looks too 
passive: Black should fight for 
counterplay with 19 ...Ne4 20 Nxd5 
exd5. 

The immediate 21 f5 may be 
even stronger but the attack 
proved decisive anyway. At the end 
if eg: 28 ...Kffi 29 Rxg7! Qe6 30 
Rh8+ Ke7 31 Qg5+ etc; or 28 
...Qe6 29 Qh7+ Kf8 30 Qxg7+ Ke7 
31 QgS+ Kd7 32 Nxd4. 


White; Viktor Korchnoi 
Black: Boris Spassky 
“Anti-Grunfeld" 


1 d4 N65 

15 e5 Rfc8 

2c4g6 

16 hxg6 hxg6 

3 £3 d5 

17 dxc5 Nxc5 

4 cxd5 Nxd5 

18 Bd4 Bd5 

5e4 Nb6 

19 Rdl Rd8 

6 Nc3 Bg7 

20 Nxd5 Rxd5 

7 Be3 0-0 

21 K£? Re8 

8f4c6 

22 Qbl lied 8 

9 Nf3 Be6 

23 b3 Na6 

10 Qc2 N8d7 

24 Qe4 Nb4 

11 Be2 Bc4 

25 fa exfa 

12 g4!? e6 

26 gxfa gxfS 

13 h4 Qe7 

27 Qxfa Rxd4 

14 h5 Cal 

28 Rdgli 1-0 


POKER 


David Spanier 

THIS IS the season for travelling to 
Las Vegas. The World Series of 
Poker satellites begin on 27 April, 
and the World Championship itself 
runs from 10 to 13 May. How suc- 
cessful it will be this year, with 
Binion's Horseshoe under new 
management we shall see. 

People often ask me where to 
stay and where to go in Vegas. 

Here is my happy survivor’s guide: 

1. Where to stay: Bellagio is the 
hottest property’ on the Strip - 
marble to die for and water displays 
everywhere. $99 a night and up- 
wards for a double room. The Mir- 
age. with white tigers and dolphins, 
is more amusing but crowded. Cae- 
sars PaJace is the mock-classical 
extravaganza with gold-plated bath 
taps and mirrored ceilings. If you 
want a cheap and reliable hotel- 
casino. the Stardust or Flamingo 
would be fine: downtown is the 
excellent Golden Nugget 

2. Where to eat: The revolving 
restaurant at the Stratosphere 
Tower is brilliant, especially at 
night Picasso in Bellagio, with art- 
ists’ work close enough to breathe 
garlic at. is haute cuisine with 
prices to match. The Italian restau- 
rant at the Mirage, if you can get 
a reservation, is tops. Try the buf- 
fet at Caesars for quality and value. 

3. What to play: Don’t go for 
roulette with its iniquitous double- 
zero < house advantage 5.3 per 


cent). Best value are poker slots, 
best fun the million-dollar slots. 
Blackjack is a slower way of losing 
your money. May I respectfully 
advise that whatever your gambling 
limit is. say $1,000 for the trip, it is 
prudent to divide it into half a 
dozen tranches. Play Si 00 in a 
morning or pre-dinner session, and 
another $200 after dinner. Stop at 
the prescribed loss limit! 

4. Sightseeing: If you can’t man 
age the Grand Canyon, try' Death 
Valley (about 2-3 hours by car or 
bus), a fine example of the early set- 
tlers' struggle to survive. Caesar's 
trompe I'oeil Shopping Fbrum is 
also a must. Other casinos: New 
York has the wittiest architectural 
exterior of any building in America: 
also the Pyramid. Downtown, take 
a stroll to see glitter gulch, includ- 
ing the Fremont Experience sound 
and light show. 

5. Shows. The Cirque du Soleil at 
Bellagio is wonderful a kind of cir- 
cus-ballet in water. Siegfried and 
Roy at the Mirage offer magic and 
illusion in high camp. Look at 
what’s on in town in case some age- 
ing Hollywood vamp you have al- 
ways wanted to see is performing 
- book through your hotel desk. 
Personally I prefer the Comedy 
Store, stand-up comics for the 
price of two drinks. 

6. Tip everyone in sight - a 
dollar will do. 


Concise Crossword 


No^S 85 Thursday 1 April 



ACROSS 
1 Befell (8) 

5 Long time (4) 


DOWN 


9 Exhausted <5) 

10 Flexible f7) 

11 Discernible (10) 

H Elderly person (6.7) 

16 Disown (101 

20 Gei man monetary unit (7» 

21 Dance (5) 

22 Squad (4) 

23 Precis IB) 


1 

2 

3 

4 
6 

7 

8 
12 


13 

15 

17 

18 
19 


Indoor garden ( 8 ) 
Round >4,4) 

Senior (5) 

Conspicuously 13-10) 
Confine (4) 

Paction i4i 
N otecase ( 6 i 
Supporters of Russian 
monarchy 18 ) 

Oily 181 
East ( 6 ) 

Resort hotel (5) 
Larger-than-life (4) 
Bare(4> 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword; 

ACROSS: 1 Sillv 4 Con 'Silicon). 7 Knee. 8 Kerosene. 9 .Achilles heel 10 Deceit, 13 
Sparse. 15 Firefiehlers. 19 Progress. 2 Core. 21 EzL 2 Order DOWN: ] Sonic, 2 Leo 
lide. 3 YokeL 4 Caste. 5 Nreiphts. 6 Crisis. 1 1 Enforce: 12 Toffee. 14 Antacid, 16 Right. 
17 Gismo !« River 
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